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A LETTER FROM  
THE DEAN

Thurgood Marshall once said, “The measure of a country’s greatness is its ability to retain 
compassion in times of crisis.”

Welcome students,

As I reflect on the last few tumultuous years, I imagine many students here have felt anxiety about 
the future and may have struggled to find or see compassion in the current landscape outside the 
four walls of campus.  To all returning students, thank you for your consistent show of compassion 
with one another and your resilience and determination to keep going. To the incoming class of 
2026, welcome to the Lincoln Law School family.

As we return to a new sense of normal here on campus, it is wonderful to see our students attest to 
the strength of humanity and rebuild community here at Lincoln.  On a regular basis I see students 
helping each other with homework, job opportunities, and even with life outside our school, like 
babysitting and carpooling.  The student organizations have been very busy working together 
to build Lincoln pride through events starting with the Back to School BBQ, and hosting speaker 
series and panels, and participating in community fundraisers, such as the 19th Annual Run For A 
Safe Haven 5K to benefit My Sister’s House, and the class competition food drive to benefit the 
Sacramento Food Bank and the International Rescue Committee. 

This academic year introduced true semesters which changed six-unit courses into two three-
unit classes and split four-unit courses into a three-unit course and a one-unit course. This meant 
students had midterms in September and October then finals in December.  Having access to 
test scores early has been instrumental in identifying places where students need added support 
and utilizing the Student Resource Center to provide that additional academic support in  
preparation for finals. 

Our most notable and exciting change this academic year is the introduction of our Hybrid Pathway 
starting with the 1L courses. The Hybrid classes are seventy-five percent online and twenty-five 
percent in person (i.e., one weekend per month classes are on campus).  Next academic year the 
2L courses will be added to the Hybrid Pathway and the following year the 3L courses and so 
forth.  To our first cohort of Hybrid Pathway students, a special welcome to you. 

Thank you, students, for your continued compassion through these trying times. If you have not yet 
stopped by the Student Resource Center, I encourage you to do so. It is a great place to study or 
just hang out and connect with other members of the Lincoln Law School family. 

Sincerely,  
Filomena Yeroshek, Dean

 EDITORS’ 
NOTE 

To our readers, 

Welcome to the 2022 - 2023 school year! Thank you for taking the time out of your busy law 
school schedules to read the 2022 -2023 Winter’s Voir Dire edition. The Lincoln Law family  
thanks you. 

We want to extend a very gracious thank you to each and every one of our writers for collaborating 
with us to make this edition special. This year’s edition features articles ranging from students’ 
insights and experiences, alum’s sage advice, and a special acknowledgment to a notable 
attorney in our Sacramento community.

As we all experienced, the past few years were filled with uncertainty as the pandemic took root 
and changed our lives forever. We were in class - then we weren’t. We were virtual - then we 
weren’t. We wore masks, then we didn’t. As it turns out, we are quite resilient and, through it all, 
we are still Lincoln Law Students. 

The 2022-2023 is a new year full of promise and change. We returned to the classroom entirely 
in-person. Lincoln’s hybrid pathway has fully launched for our new 1L students.

We also started our “true semester.” And finally, our resource center is growing with valuable 
resources to help us on our academic journey. 

From us to you: keep pushing, don’t give up, and you can finish. Use your resources, don’t be afraid 
to ask questions, and ask for help! 

Your Co-Editors, 
Robert Moreno, Class of 2025 
Kimberly Robinson, Class of 2025
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Lincoln APALSA is proud of its diversity of backgrounds 
and experiences that each member holds. President, 
Angela L. Valenzuela, shared that during her pre-1L year 
at Lincoln, she felt a high level of imposter syndrome.  
The gunners of the class intimidated her, the fast readers 
had her feeling incompetent, and she was in a (virtual) 
room of her peers who didn’t look anything like her. 
Out of all the questions of doubt flooding her mind, one  
particular question stood out: “Do I belong here?” She 
continued to ask herself this when the Lincoln student 
organizations presented at the 1L orientation and there 
wasn’t a group for Asian American/Pacific Islander (AAPI) 
students. This led her to inquire about an AAPI student 
organization with the school. Professor Jessica Cheong, 
who had been the advisor for APALSA informed Angela 
of the organization and its lack of student interest. Upon 
passing her first-year classes, Angela made it her mission 
to reinstate Lincoln APALSA.

The Asian Pacific American Law Student Association 
(APALSA) is a student-led organization created to 
support, to advocate for, and to provide a voice 

for Asian Pacific Americans in the legal community. Many, 
if not all, law schools throughout the U.S. have their own 
APALSA chapters. Lincoln APALSA was founded in 2014 
and ran until the stay-at-home order in 2020, resulting 
in our dormant state. During the summer of 2022, some 
students expressed interest in reviving the organization 
stemming from their own personal experiences.

ANGELA L. VALENZUELA, PRESIDENT CLASS OF 2025

RADHIKA MISHRA, VICE PRESIDENT CLASS OF 2025

MIKIA FANG, SECRETARY/TREASURER CLASS OF 2024

JENNIFER CHOY, COMMUNITY OUTREACH CHAIR CLASS OF 2024

During the organization’s start up, the board members were 
finding Lincoln APALSA’s voice. Vice President, Radhika 
Mishra, learned that the power of our voice and the impact 
it has is a pivotal and vital life tool. She described her 
experience in finding her own voice, and how she was 
once shy to speak up; from raising her hand in class all 
the way to establishing healthy boundaries in life. She was 
worried that speaking up may hurt the other person or that 
she would be judged for a difference in opinion. Radhika 
expressed that, more often than not, Asian women are 
raised to swallow their truth in order to nurture the world’s 
needs. However, after years of trial and error, she learned 
that “projecting confidence is far more impactful and 
necessary in our communities”. Being a leader who has 
experienced a number of failures and rejections, Radhika 
plays a role in Lincoln APALSA that is a testament to all 
the great achievements that one can accomplish by never 
giving up and settling for less. From this, Lincoln APALSA 
strives to become a platform of opportunities for our 
members while collectively rising above adverse moments 
to one day becoming strong advocates of the law.

According to the American Bar Association, a 2021 survey 
found the number of AAPI attorneys to only be 2.5%. As 
of 2022 (not including those who recently passed the 
July 2022 Bar), the amount more than doubled at 5.5%. 
Secretary/Treasurer, Mikia Fang, is fortunate to have 
both parents who are lawyers. Her mother graduated 
from Lincoln and worked full time for the public sector 
while Mikia was a child. Mikia’s father opened a law firm 
that provides legal assistance to the Hmong community 
and clients throughout Northern California. Her parents 
gained a legal education and a career as lawyers so that 
they could have a better life. They also did this to help 
their families and those within the Hmong community gain 
access to legal resources and assistance. Unlike the Asian 
stereotype, Mikia was not pressured to become a doctor 

or a lawyer by her parents. Instead, Mikia’s experience 
working directly with the local Hmong community drove 
her to follow her parents’ legacy and go to law school.  
Mikia joined Lincoln APALSA so that more AAPI lawyers 
would continue to uplift and support future generations.

One pillar of Lincoln APALSA is serving the AAPI  
community. Community Outreach Chair, Jennifer Choy, 
quotes Coretta Scott King, “The greatness of a community  
is most accurately measured by the compassionate 
actions of its members.” Jennifer embodied this by being 
instrumental in gaining participation and donations for 
the 19th Annual Run For A Safe Haven 5K hosted by My  
Sister’s House (a local non-profit organization) with 
Lincoln’s Women’s Justice Society. The Run was one of 
many events by Lincoln APALSA. The Fall 2022 semester 
was kicked off with a successful samosa & gujiya 
fundraiser, then closed with a Thanksgiving gram fundraiser 
which included homemade cookies and personalized, 
handwritten messages.

Now with 20 active members, Lincoln APALSA plans to 
hold future events, such as a donation drive to benefit 
My Sister’s House, academic workshops, and many more 
exciting things to come. Through our affiliates, members 
have met dozens of AAPI lawyers in Sacramento and 
all-over Northern California. Each of which experienced 
similar struggles and unique experiences as our members 
do. We hope that Lincoln APALSA provides the same sense 
of belonging to Lincoln students – of AAPI descent or not 
– for years to come. For more information, email us at 
LincolnAPALSA.Sac@gmail.com or follow us on Instagram 
at @LincolnAPALSA.

Interested in starting a new student organization at Lincoln? 
All the information you need is in the Student Organization 
Handbook on Populi. 

THE REACTIVATION OF LINCOLN APALSA

THE 
REACTIVATION 
OF LINCOLN 
APALSA
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EMBRACE 
EACH OTHER’S 
UNIQUENESS
BY JUDY MUTHONI, CLASS OF 2026

EMBRACE EACH OTHER’S UNIQUENESS

I have often heard or read from various authors 
of culture being compared to an onion as it has  
many layers.

My name is Judy Muthoni and I was born and raised in 
Kenya. A beautiful country in Eastern Africa. My family 
and I immigrated to the United States when I was twelve in 
pursuit of the American dream.  

I recall my first class in an American school, ninth grade 
Earth Science.  I observed a young man disrespecting the 
teacher. While seated in my chair, I feared for his life for 
what was going to befall him.  The whooping, the pain, the 
tears he will shed, the knurling of teeth he will endure with 
no one to help him from the wrath of the teacher. I waited 
for him to be punished but to my surprise, confusion and 
dismay, the teacher did nothing.

In my confusion I wondered how this could be? All day I 
couldn’t wait to go home and tell my family of the wonder 
I witnessed.

Disrespect of elders tolerated? I continued to wonder. My 
aunt sat me down and tried to explain to me the American 
culture but I was filled with more confusion. 

As I progressed in school, I became a witness of children 
who disrespect their elders, their parents, and their peers 
equally. I struggled to accept this new aspect of the 

American culture. I sought guidance and understanding 
from my elders. One of my elders quoted a commonly used 
phrase, “When in Rome, Do as the Romans Do.” I refused 
to accept. The pressure seemed to mount every day for me 
to conform to this new culture in what was often repeated 
to me, “if you want to fit in.” I oftentimes responded with 
that is not the part of the culture my fiber wants to conform too. 

I took it as my mission to convey to my peers in high school 
and the few friends I had managed to acquire, of the 
importance of respecting their elders and each other. I 
have to say I was not very successful. 

Eventually, I met my career counselor. In one sitting she 
taught me a lesson that would guide me through my new 
country’s culture. She emphasized the importance of 
embracing other cultures with a keen view guided by the 
foundation which I was raised. She further encouraged me 
not to conform to aspects of a culture which go against the 
moral fiber of my being as long as it is right and respectful 
to all. She concluded by having me make a promise to her 
to not forget my roots which shaped my values and manners. 

We are all beautiful in our own way. Embrace each other’s 
uniqueness, but don’t conform or abandon your roots to a 
culture, just because you don’t fit in.

 “WE ARE 
ALL 

BEAUTIFUL 
IN OUR 

OWN WAY”
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The following  is a summary of some of the perspectives on 
the issue from both sides of the aisle:

BLM opponents commonly make the following arguments:

1. Discrimination is no longer a problem, see success stories  
like: [insert Black elite] and affirmative action bills.

2. Black people are not disproportionately killed by police, 
they commit crime at a higher rate by comparison and 
generally are harmed as a result of their own actions 
(i.e. resisting arrest). 

3. All lives matter and BLM is a racist sentiment that puts 
“Black” lives over other lives.

4. Adopting a post-racial mindset is the answer.

These phrases were heard frequently in recent  
years, especially heating up in the summer of 2020. 
But why the need for such statements? Black lives 

do matter, don’t they? This seems to be an easy concession. 
Black lives have greatly contributed to American life. 
[Mentally lists examples: heart transplant, stop lights, HeLa 
cells, blood banks, Tulsa, music, sports, art, aeronautics, 
military service, etc..] The value justification hurdle jumped, 
and the facts accepted that African Americans have 
meaningfully contributed to society, are inherently worthy 
as human beings, and otherwise “matter” the question 
remains, what does Black Lives Matter (BLM) really mean?  

To be clear, this article expressly divests itself of any 
intent to analyze the history of any one particular BLM 
organization, formal, grass roots, or otherwise. What 
this article will focus on is a critical analysis of the socio-
economic, legal, and political arguments surrounding the 
Black Lives Matter movement. BLM began as a response 
to perceived disregard for Black lives in America as 
evidenced by institutionalized discrimination, wage gaps, 
and disproportionately high incarceration and homicide 
rates by law enforcement. 

BLM proponents commonly make the following arguments:

1. Institutionalized racism still exists and has far reaching 
impacts, see The Crown Act of 2020 (H.R  No. 539 116 
Con. 2020) and recent debates over affirmative action. 

2. Police shootings of non-whites are disproportionately 
and unjustifiably high when relevant socio-economic 
factors are considered. 

3. BLM is not just concerned with Black lives but protecting 
all individuals from the abuse of power. 

4. Critical race education and public policy change is  
the answer.

Looking at these arguments, the BLM movement is 
controversial to say the least. The violent, ambush style, 
shootings of police officers by groups associated with 
BLM, most notably during the summer of 2020, did 
not help or reconcile with the mission at the heart of the 
movement: exposing discriminatory treatment and ending 
the disproportionate use of violence against minorities by 
law enforcement. Many have wondered, how can one call 
for nonviolence and, at the same time, commit violence, 
a question that presents quite the cognitive dissonance. 
Another problem for BLM has been the decentralized 
leadership of the movement which results in messages 
that are not always consistent and goals that are not 
always cogent. However, none of these circumstances 
are surprising given the historically violent, strained, and 
complex nature of race relations in America. 

Theologians and philosophers often refer to the existence 
of a capital T-truth or the highest possible truth. For those 
truth seekers who subscribe to the belief that there is always 
a capital T-truth to every question, “it’s complicated” is 
not a good enough answer to the questions that surround 
the BLM movement. Satisfactory answers will only be 
found through honest, collaborative, and comprehensive 
investigation of the issues. Unfortunately, exploration of 
this topic is often difficult, uncomfortable, and polarizing. 

Nevertheless, it can be advanced without any reticence 
that, while the legitimacy of the BLM movement may not 
be widely accepted, strong voices in the movement will 
continue to push for racial equity. Lawmakers, attorneys, 

and law students alike have a duty to critically analyze 
the public policies promulgated by the BLM movement, 
like the Defund and Early Release programs. Critics of 
these programs cite a substantial uptick in crime, while 
proponents argue that it is premature to gauge their 
success. What is the Truth?  Whether these programs 
ultimately succeed or fail will not go unnoticed. There 
has not been enough objective, data driven analysis of 
racial issues at the law school level. The American Bar 
Association acknowledged this with its recent revision of its 
accreditation standards in April of 2022 which mandated 
by a 348-to-17 vote that all ABA-accredited law schools 
“shall provide education to law students on bias, cross-
cultural competency, and racism.”  

Without any accreditation incentive but instead out 
of genuine concern for public safety and civil rights  
Lincoln Law School should tackle intersectional issues of 
culture, race, and law head on. As law students we are 
problem solvers, deep thinkers, and ideally truth seekers, 
trained in objectivity. Who better to undertake a statistical 
analysis of the claims surrounding the BLM movement?  
The scope of this project is concededly large and there 
are some inherent barriers to arriving at truly objective 
conclusions, including resource and time constraints, 
as well as deep-rooted individual and institutional 
biases, however, Lincoln Law School is composed of 
talented students and faculty from many walks of life, 
with undergraduate and professional training in multiple 
disciplines, who can rise to the occasion. Together we 
can uncover the highest possible truth and the resulting 
determinative guidepost could inform public policy 
conversation for generations to come.

For these reasons, this writer extends an invitation to Lincoln 
Law School of Sacramento and its fellows to compose a 
temporary research clinic or law review on campus that 
would operate on a drop-in or weekend basis, possibly in 
partnership with the Department of Justice or other State 
departments within the Lincoln network.  If successful, this 
clinic could become permanent and go on to answer many 
more pressing legal questions and add to the standing 
and contribution of Lincoln Law School in the greater legal 
community. One of the first research questions for the 
Lincoln Law School Law Review Clinic could be a legal 
analysis of the potentially paradoxical question, do Black 
lives really matter? 

IN SEARCH OF WHAT MATTERS

IN SEARCH OF 
WHAT MATTERS
THE SUMMER OF VIOLENCE.  
BLACK LIVES MATTER.  
BLUE LIVES MATTER.  
ALL LIVES MATTER. 
BY ANGEL CLEVELAND, CLASS OF 2025
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Yesterday I put on my bathing suit, dropped my 
reading material in my bag, grabbed a bottle 
of water and headed out to the pool to relax in 

the sun for an hour or two. I won’t lie; I am obsessed with 
achieving the perfect tan.  If you are old enough, reflect 
back to the days of slathering on Coppertone oil, opening 
up your Cosmo magazine and actually setting a timer so 
that you get equally baked on the back and the front.  Yes, 
this is still me. Only, replace Cosmo with Problems in Legal 
Ethics, and add SPF 50 to the mix so that my crows feet 
don’t get much worse and my tattoos don’t fade too much.  
Begrudgingly, I opened up to the “Fairness in Litigation” 
chapter, and set out to get this week’s reading over with so 
that I could do what feels to be the more pressing (and no 
less desirable) task of studying for finals.

I joke about the tanning, but getting a dose of sun most 
days is something that I purposely do because it helps with 
stress.  I am one of those who hates winter, and I start to 
languish as soon as the days get short.  My mental health 
depends on the sun.  So I was reading through witness 
coaching and the special duties of a prosecutor, feeling 
relaxed and grateful that winter is over, when I came 
upon “Potential Lawyer Impairments.”  The first thing that 
is mentioned in this section (speaking of stress relief) is 
alcohol and substance abuse.  It states right in our textbook 
that as of 2016, a study of 15,000 practicing lawyers by 
the American Bar Association and the Hazelden Betty 
Ford Foundation found that between 21% and 36% of the 
sampled lawyers drink at levels consistent with alcohol 
abuse.  We have all heard the “jokes” about attorneys 
being heavy drinkers, but sadly, the data shows that it isn’t 
a joke; it is true.  Attorneys are in the top five of occupations 
with the highest rate of alcohol abuse.  BY COLLEEN ADAMS, CLASS OF 2025

Finding ways to cope with stress, such as laying in the 
sun, is critical for me because I used alcohol to manage 
stress for many years of my adult life.  It is still taboo for 
people to publicly discuss their weaknesses and problems, 
but I unabashedly discuss my history of alcohol abuse.  In 
addition to being a certified forensic addictions counselor 
for eleven years, working in San Francisco County Jail for 
one year and a women’s prison for ten years, I struggled 
with alcohol abuse before and even during my career.  
Having expertise about addiction and treatment doesn’t 
make one immune to experiencing it.  

The first time I drank alcohol was in my college dorm when 
I was 18 years old.  I can say with no doubt that it instantly 
became my best friend and I wanted nothing more than 
to feel the warm, assuring confidence and comfort that 
alcohol provided as much as I could. The results of alcohol 
abuse or addiction are different for everybody.  It doesn’t 
always look like the agitated housewife hiding alcohol 
bottles in her toilet tank or the executive husband coming 
home to his distressed wife at 3am.  Getting a DUI or 
getting fired from your job isn’t always a result.  It can be as 
simple as going to the bar with your co-workers after work 
for a few drinks, but then stopping at the store on the way 
home to pick up another bottle of wine because one glass 
was clearly not enough. One symptom I had was that I 
never stopped thinking about drinking.  It was the one goal 
I had that accompanied all other goals.  Bad day, have a 
drink.  Good day, have a drink.  Decorate the Christmas 
tree, have a drink.  Have to call mom, have a drink.  Craft 
time with the kids, have a drink. 

If you want to know how or why I stopped drinking or how 
long ago, just ask me.  It has been a good, long stretch now 
and I have achieved more goals in my sober years than I 
ever did before, and with a lot less self pity and drama.  I 
embrace every chance to speak with someone about it if it 
will help them.  It actually helps me.  

I am writing this because there is a very high probability 
that someone reading this has an alcohol or other 
substance abuse problem.  Those are the statistics!  If you 
even have the shadow of a doubt in your mind that you 
may struggle with this, I can’t stress enough that it is worth 
your speculation.  Treatment for this issue can be found 
at a clinic costing $10,000 per week, it can be found at 
a free 12 step meeting, or you can get it in prison on the 
substance abuse yard!  By the way, you can also drink 
hooch or lay out in the sun and get a tan on the main yard 
in prison, but hopefully you won’t make it that far!  

GE THAT TAN!

GET 
THAT 
TAN!

“FINDING WAYS TO COPE WITH 
STRESS, SUCH AS LAYING IN 
THE SUN, IS CRITICAL.” 
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Sacramento County District Attorney (DA) Anne 
Marie Schubert is well-known for her career of 
providing the highest level of public safety through 

prosecution, prevention, and innovation. What is not as 
well-known are the many supportive intersections she 
has had with the Lincoln Law School community. Below, 
Lincoln faculty comment about their experiences with this 
exceptional prosecutor, leader, and colleague. 

BACKGROUND AND EARLY CAREER

Anne Marie received her law degree from the University 
of San Francisco. She currently has over 30 years of law 
enforcement experience, including Deputy DA positions 
in Contra Costa and Solano counties. She joined the 
Sacramento County DA’s office in 1996, holding different 
positions until she was elected Sacramento DA in 2014 and 
2018. As Anne Marie did not seek re-election in 2022, her 
tenure as Sacramento DA will end in January 2023.

*And Lincoln Law graduate.

Top row left: Professor Gold. Bottom row lwat” Professor 
Grippi, Anne Marie Schubert. (Source: Rob Gold)

Professor* Rob Gold, Sacramento  
County District Attorney’s Office (retired)

“Anne Marie is a champion for victims of crime who 
earnestly sought, served and did justice on behalf of the 
greatest client an attorney could ever have: The People of 
the State of California.  

We met about 25 years ago when she came to the 
Sacramento County DA’s office from the Solano County DA. 
She was an immediate success in our office, including on the 
softball field where she helped lead our office softball team 
to the championship of the All-World Softball Tournament 
which involved DA’s offices throughout California.  

However, her greatest contributions occurred in the 
courtroom, particularly through the development and 
application of DNA evidence in case prosecutions.  Among 
her numerous achievements, Anne Marie filed the first John 
Doe arrest warrant based upon a DNA profile in California.”

NATION’S FIRST ARREST BASED  
ON JOHN DOE DNA WARRANT

While the search for the suspect in The People v. John 
Doe was ongoing, a second series of violent attacks had 
terrorized the Arden Fair and Cal Expo areas in 1993 
and 1994. These assaults involved a man breaking into 
his victims’ second-floor apartments, dubbing him “The 
Second-Story Rapist.” 

As in The People v. John Doe, the SOL here was looming. 
Similarly, victims could not identify their attacker by name, 
but Sacramento police had genetic evidence he had left 
behind at the crime scene.

 
 “JOHN 

DOE DNA    
 WARRANT”

CALIFORNIA’S FIRST  
“JOHN DOE DNA WARRANT” 

In 1992 and 1994, three women in Sacramento and 
Yolo counties were assaulted in horrific crimes. DNA was 
recovered from all three scenes indicating the attacks were 
committed by the same suspect, but the DNA did not match 
anyone in criminal databases. 

As the statute of limitations (SOL) approached, there was 
no identification of a suspect by name, birthdate or other 
method traditionally used in obtaining an arrest warrant. 
If no arrest warrant had been issued before the six-year 
SOL had expired, prosecution for these crimes would have 
been forever time-barred.

Anne Marie worked with Sacramento police to try an 
approach recently pioneered by a Wisconsin prosecutor. 
In March 2000, three days before the SOL had expired, 
she filed a complaint charging “The People v. John Doe”, 
describing the unnamed suspect by listing his genetic 
profile. This was the first “John Doe DNA warrant” ever 
filed in California. 

This critical step gave Anne Marie and the teams 
investigating these crimes more time to find the suspect.

A SALUTE TO 
ANNE MARIE 
SCHUBERT

BY SHANNON YOUNG, CLASS OF 2024

A S A LU T E TO A N N E M A R I E SC H U B E RT

A “John Doe” warrant using a DNA profile, filed in 
Superior Court of Sacramento. (Source: The Alicia 
Patterson Foundation. 
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THE OFFICE’S 

FIRST ‘COLD CASE’ 
PROSECUTION TEAM

Robinson is considered both a groundbreaking and 

landmark case in California law. At the time, Anne Marie 

said that this case was the most important of hers and 

Professor Earl’s careers.

CREATION OF SACRAMENTO DA’S  
COLD CASE PROSECUTION UNIT

Professor* Steve Grippi, Sacramento County District 

Attorney’s office (retired)

“Anne Marie has a rare combination of legal skills: a 

superior intellect, almost limitless energy, and a passion for 

the law and for doing justice in the law. I would liken her 

to a great athlete that seems to always find another gear 

when it’s needed the most.

I met Anne Marie twenty-five years ago when she flourished 

as a deputy in the Sacramento District Attorney’s Office. 

Her efforts during her ‘free time’ were most impressive. 

A common refrain from Anne Marie when I would explain 

to her that one of her ideas was great but had not yet been 

done anywhere else was, ‘Whatever! We’ll do it ourselves.’ 

And then we would go out and do it. Anne Marie doesn’t 

just talk the talk; she walks the walk.

Professor* Laurie Earl, Associate Justice  

of the California Court of Appeal, Third District 

Professor Earl had joined the Sacramento DA’s office in 

1995 and was working as a homicide prosecutor. On 

August 21, 2000 (four days before the SOL would have 

expired), she filed case Number 00F06871, “The People v. 

John Doe.” Following the John Doe DNA warrant approach 

initiated by Anne Marie, the suspect was identified only by 

his specific genetic code.

However, where the first John Doe DNA warrant had not yet 

turned up a match, this case found a “cold hit” three weeks 

after its warrant was filed: Paul Eugene Robinson. Four 

other states had also issued DNA warrants for suspects, 

but none had resulted in matches and arrests. Robinson’s 

arrest following a John Doe DNA warrant was the first in 

the nation.1 Anne Marie was assigned as the Deputy DA to 

prosecute the case. 

CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT FINDS 
JOHN DOE DNA WARRANTS ARE VALID

Robinson challenged the legality of the warrant, claiming a 

violation of the Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution 

and of California state law. Specifically, he argued that the 

requirement that suspects be identified with “reasonable 

particularity” had not been met.  

A Sacramento Superior Court ruled the warrant was 

constitutional. The California Court of Appeal, Third 

District also held that the DNA description in “John Doe” 

arrest warrants was sufficient. On January 25, 2010, the 

California Supreme Court affirmed the Court of Appeal’s 

judgment and held that using the DNA profile as an 

identifier of an unknown suspect in John Doe DNA warrants 

was valid, effectively upholding Robinson’s conviction.

After heavily utilizing her advice during the investigative 

and preparation phases of prosecution, I asked Anne 

Marie if she would handle the DNA experts on the stand, 

an unusual step which required the approvals of the DAs 

from Sacramento and Placer counties. 

Significantly, her direct and re-direct of our experts were 

works of a master at her craft. Her re-direct of opposing 

counsel’s cross on our DNA expert was brilliant and a part 

of the trial I will never forget. In fact, the final for this year’s 

Trial Advocacy class at Lincoln has students present the 

Garcia case (albeit a shortened version).”

While working in the sexual assault and homicides units, 

Anne Marie saw the need for solving old and cold cases 

that had gone unprosecuted due to an inability to identify 

the perpetrator. 

Within a short time, she lobbied the administration and 

partner agencies to create the office’s first ‘cold case’ 

prosecution team. The ultimate success of this unit, with 

her lead, is well-known, culminating in the arrest and 

conviction of the East Area Rapist/Golden State Killer.”

USING DNA EVIDENCE IN A  
NO-BODY HOMICIDE CASE  
(THE PEOPLE V. MARIO GARCIA)

Professor Garen Horst, Judge of the  

Placer County Superior Court

“I met Anne Marie when she was a prosecutor in 

Sacramento County, and I was a prosecutor in Placer 

County about 20 years ago. In 2005, I was prosecuting 

The People v. Mario Garcia (the Christie Wilson case) 

which required me to learn about forensic DNA evidence. 

My research continued to lead to Anne Marie as the 

authority in presenting DNA evidence. 

1https://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/Databank-Match-Brings-Arrest-on-DNA-Warrant-2731434.php
https://www.capecodtimes.com/story/news/2001/08/09/california-justices-uphold-dna-warrant/50992085007/
https://abcnews.go.com/US/story?id=95266&page=1 
*And Lincoln Law graduate. 

Anne Marie Schubert and Professor Grippi at Capital Public 
Radio. (Source: Steve Grippi)

Anne Marie Schubert,Professor Horst, Debbie Boyd – mother 
of Christie Wilson from The People v. Mario Garcia. (Source: 
Garen Horst)
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ELECTED  
SACRAMENTO COUNTY  
DISTRICT ATTORNEY

At the start of her tenure as Sacramento DA, five of Anne 

Marie’s eight-member executive management team had 

a connection to Lincoln: three were graduates, one was 

married to a Lincoln grad, and one had a daughter at and 

had a daughter at Lincoln.

After proving herself to be a highly effective prosecutor, 

Anne Marie was elected Sacramento County District 

Attorney in 2014. Her predecessor, Jan Scully, had been 

the county’s top prosecutor for twenty years and had 

endorsed Anne Marie. Jan Scully was a graduate of 

Lincoln Law School. 

When Anne Marie took office, Professor Grippi was 

the Master of Ceremonies in welcoming his new boss. 

Professor Earl had become a judge for the Sacramento 

Superior Court and had the honor of swearing in her 

former colleague and friend as Sacramento DA.

Anne Marie has inspired me to be better in multiple facets 

of my job, including learning more about the techniques 

using DNA evidence to solve cold cases, which is her 

specialty. I cannot sufficiently express how important her 

mentorship has been to me and how grateful I am for our 

paths to have crossed.”

THE GOLDEN STATE KILLER IS CAUGHT

In the 1970s and 1980s, the “Golden State Killer” (also 

referred to as the “East Area Rapist, Original Nightstalker, 

and Visalia Ransacker” reflecting his geographical impact) 

committed rapes and murders across California, but 

decades passed before a suspect was identified. 

In 2018, a new technique called “genetic genealogy” 

emerged that connects the DNA of an unknown suspect 

left behind at a crime scene with DNA of a family member 

voluntarily submitted to public genealogy databases. As a 

result, Joseph James DeAngelo was identified as a match 

to these crimes.

DeAngelo was arrested in Sacramento County and became 

the first public arrest obtained through genetic genealogy. 

Anne Marie announced his arrest on National DNA Day.

Professor Grippi, working as Chief Deputy at the time, 

said: “I can say without hesitation that the case would not 

have been solved without Anne Marie’s tenacity, know-

how and leadership. ‘DNA is the greatest tool given to 

law enforcement to convict the guilty and exonerate the 

innocent’ was her mantra.”

Anne Marie played an additional leadership role in 

this case.  On August 21, 2018, DAs from six counties 

(Sacramento, Santa Barbara, Contra Costa, Tulare, 

Ventura, and Orange) announced that they would 

consolidate DeAngelo’s crimes and prosecute them 

together in Sacramento County. A single, amended 

criminal complaint was filed in Sacramento County 

Superior Court charging Joseph James DeAngelo with  

A MENTOR TO OTHERS

Whether officially or unofficially, Anne Marie has become 

a mentor to countless people throughout her career. 

These beneficiaries span multiple sectors, cross California 

counties, and include individuals and organizations 

outside of California. And, of course, Anne Marie has been 

a mentor to Lincoln faculty.

Professor Amy Holliday, Sacramento  

County District Attorney’s Office

One of the positions Anne Marie held at the Sacramento 

DA’s office was the Supervising Deputy District Attorney of 

the Misdemeanor Jury Trial Unit. When Anne Marie began 

her tenure as Sacramento DA in 2015, Professor Holliday, 

who started at the Sacramento DA’s office in 2002, was 

promoted to fill Anne Marie’s prior position.

“Anne Marie takes the time to help the new and mid-level 

attorneys and is generous with sharing her knowledge. 

She conducts herself in a professional manner but also 

maintains a sense of humor and personability. 

Not only is she an outstanding prosecutor, she is an 

excellent mentor to others, helping us grow professionally, 

but also being a role model of balancing motherhood  

with a career.

Top: in 2014, Professor Grippi presides as Master of 
Ceremonies as Anne Marie Schubert becomes Sacramento 
District Attorney. Bottom: Professor Earl officiates the 
swearing in of Anne Marie Schubert (with sons Jacob and 
Riley). (Source: The Sacramento Bee)

Jan Scully and Anne Marie Schubert  
(Source: https://capradio.org)

Professor Holliday and Anne Marie Schubert.
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On December 11, 2020, Manteuffel pleaded guilty to his 

third assault, which was in Yolo County. The victim, who was 

a 22-year old student at UC Davis when Manteuffel attacked 

her, was present and stated: “You did not break me.”

Manteuffel’s first crime was in 1992. He had gone 

undetected for 26 years and was identified through the 

use of investigative genetic genealogy. According to Anne 

Marie: “This is a case that shows the power of DNA – a 

‘John Doe’ warrant that set the standard for holding people 

accountable. Let’s face it, he wouldn’t have been caught. 

He was hiding in plain sight.”

CLOSURE ON 
CALIFORNIA’S FIRST  

JOHN DOE DNA 
WARRANT

Following the arrest of the Golden State Killer using genetic 

genealogy, DA Schubert received more good news: after 

nearly 30 years, a match to California’s first John Doe 

DNA warrant had been found. 

Professor Holliday (the prosecuting attorney for 

Sacramento County) stated that investigators used DNA 

science to build family trees that led them first to Oklahoma, 

then to Florida, before she and two law enforcement teams 

flew out to Georgia to arrest Manteuffel. 

On July 5, 2019, Professor Holliday formally amended 

the original complaint charging “The People v. John Doe” 

(filed by Anne Marie in August 2000) to “The People v. 

Mark Manteuffel.”  On July 2, 2020, Manteuffel pleaded 

guilty to the two Sacramento assaults. 
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publicly admitted to dozens more sexual assaults for which 

the statute of limitations had expired. 

DeAngelo’s first crime was in 1975; he had eluded 

authorities for over 40 years. Prior to arrest, he gave no 

indication of intending to take responsibility for his crimes. 

Anne Marie had realized a career-long dream of catching 

and convicting the East Area Rapist/Golden State 

Killer through a combination of DNA evidence, genetic 

genealogy, and the dedication of many across the state to 

public safety and justice. 

Professor Michael Bowman, Presiding Judge of the 

Sacramento County Superior Court

“Anne Marie is a dedicated public servant who was 

instrumental in bringing one of California’s most notorious 

murderer/ rapist to justice. Her innovated use of DNA data 

banks insured Joseph DeAngelo, ‘the Golden State Killer’ 

was brought to justice and that his victims and survivors had 

their day in court. She has served this community well for 

decades and will always be remembered as a prosecutor 

who approached her role ethically but passionately, and 

always ethically.” 

13 counts of murder and 13 counts of kidnapping, with 

special circumstance allegations making him eligible for 

capital punishment. 

These DAs, their prosecutors, and the various law 

enforcement and investigative partners formed what Anne 

Marie referred to as “Team Justice.” Anne Marie played 

a key role in coordinating this multi-county team through 

the various stages of the case, which ultimately included 

agreement by all six counties to a plea deal in which the 

death penalty was taken off the table. 

On June 29, 2020, Professor Holliday, Sacramento County 

Assistant Chief Deputy DA, stated the terms of the proposed 

plea agreement to (Lincoln professor) Sacramento County 

Superior Court Judge Michael Bowman. She concluded by 

saying: “The time for justice stands in front of us now.” 

In the ballroom at California State University, Sacramento, 

selected to accommodate a large number of people with 

social distancing and configured as a state courtroom, 

Joseph DeAngelo agreed to plead guilty to a total of 13 

counts of murder and 13 counts of kidnapping for robbery. 

He also pleaded guilty to committing 62 rapes and 

Anne Marie Schubert announcing the arrest of the Golden 
State Killer. Professor Grippi at right. (Source: abcnews.com)

Anne Marie Schubert announcing the arrest of the Golden 
State Killer. Professor Grippi at right.(Source: abcnews.com)
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In Closing

Professor Grippi said: “They say leaders are born, not 

made, and their intrinsic abilities emerge when confronted 

with difficult or complex situations. In my mind, that concept 

applies to Anne Marie Schubert as much or more than any 

person I have ever encountered.”

It is impossible to write about all of Anne Marie Schubert’s 

many accomplishments in a single article. But it is clear 

that her immeasurable contributions have improved the 

lives of many people.  Her help has extended over the 

years to multiple Lincoln faculty members, who hold her 

in the highest regard and state that she has always been 

supportive of Lincoln Law School. 

Anne Marie Schubert will be sorely missed as Sacramento 

County District Attorney, but there is undoubtedly more to 

come from this great champion as she continues her pursuit 

of public safety and justice. 

Congratulations, DA Schubert, on a job well-done, 

and thank you for all that you do.

“ANNE MARIE 
SCHUBERT WILL BE 

SORELY MISSED” 
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“INSIDE  
THE CRIME  

FILES” 

“INSIDE THE CRIME FILES” – A TRUE  
CRIME PODCAST

Anne Marie is not leaving criminal justice. One of the 

projects she will continue is hosting “Inside the Crime Files”, 

a true crime podcast exploring criminal cases by hearing 

from the prosecutors, investigators, forensic experts, and 

victims who have changed the course of criminal justice.  

Each episode “takes listeners inside and behind the scenes 

of the investigation and prosecution of some of the most 

horrific and notorious criminal cases in California history. 

We also take an opportunity to examine unique techniques, 

innovative ideas, and truly inspirational stories that have 

come out of many of these cases.”

By providing a forum to discuss the details leading to the 

outcomes, Anne Marie honors the many contributions made 

to public safety and justice – whether through conviction, 

exoneration, or in another way, such as bringing peace to 

victims’ families. Two episodes that are already available 

include interviews with Professor Holliday.Pr

Anne Marie is the host of “Inside the Crime Files”, a true crime 
podcast. (Source: http://insidecrimefiles.com/)



Wow, it’s hard to believe it’s been seven years 
already. Seven years since my classmates 
and I walked that stage at graduation. Seven 

years since our last day of school. For many, seven years 
since we’ve been back to the hallowed halls of Lincoln  
Law School.

My name is Jose T. Gonzalez, and I’m a practicing 
attorney and a proud Lincoln Alum, Class of 2015. I am 
an Applicant’s Attorney, representing injured workers 
and helping them navigate the Worker’s Compensation 
system in California. I have the distinct pleasure of working 
alongside my older brother Omar, who also happens to 
be my law mentor. While working with family presents its 
own unique challenges, I love what I do, and that’s all that 
really matters in the end, right?

By now, you may be asking yourself, why is this guy telling 
us all this? And more importantly, who the heck is he? Well, 
I was asked to share a bit about my experiences both at 
and with Lincoln Law School, so if you would indulge me 
for a moment, I’ll tell you a bit about my time at Lincoln. But 
first, a little about me. 

JOSE T. GONZALEZ, ESQ, CLASS OF 2015

I am the son of Mexican immigrants, the third of four 
children. Our parents made incredible sacrifices to provide 
my siblings and me the chance at a better life, with more 
opportunities to succeed. While neither of them had much 
formal schooling, they always stressed the importance of a 
good education. We grew up being very conscious of this, 
and from a young age we all set out to make sure that those 
sacrifices were not in vain. While we didn’t have much, we 
had each other, and we had the full support of our parents, 
which is priceless. With this backing, we all performed very 
well in school. But why law school? 

We grew up in a small, rural community about an hour north 
of Sacramento. Our parents were agricultural laborers, 
as were most of the Latino adults in our community. 
Unfortunately, we saw and heard of a lot of people that got 
injured at work, and in most instances, these injuries would 
have devastating effects on the families. My brother vowed 
to become a lawyer, to help people like those that we knew, 
and to make good on those sacrifices our parents made for 
our futures.  Although I had little interest in studying law 
(at that time), I knew that when I grew up, I wanted to do 
something that would help others, not just myself.  

Fast forward a few decades, and I found myself working as 
a technician for a large telecom corporation. I had a degree 
from Sac State, and I had more than ten years of working 
for the same company. I liked the job, and it paid well. But 
I didn’t love it, and there was always something eating at 
me, a nagging feeling that something was missing. And 
then after a talk with my brother, it hit me. I was reminded 
of that desire to help others, to do more in life. There was 
still more work to do for me. And working with my brother, 
who already had his practice up and running, would allow 
me to do that.  So, I took the LSAT, applied to Lincoln, and 
at 33 years of age, I embarked on my law school journey.

Like so many others, I chose Lincoln because of the 
flexibility with my work schedule. I worked days, so having 
class at nights was perfect for me. And let’s be honest, the 
affordability certainly helped sway my decision. I worked 
all through law school, which made the payment plan  
ideal for me. I was able to pay my way as I went along, 
which led to not having a dime in student loans to pay off 
after graduation. 

At this point, one would expect to hear about my dogged 
determination and intense drive to get through school. 
Alas, this is real life, not a Disney movie. I remember 
thinking, what in the world did I get myself into? And more 
importantly, how was I going to get through it? I remember 
feeling a little intimidated, out of place. It seemed like 
everyone around me was on a different wavelength, like 
they understood the material much better than I did. But 
rather than ask for help, I kept to myself, developed a pretty 
nasty drinking problem, and generally self-pitied my way 
through 1L. I would not advise following this approach, as 
it nearly led to me flunking out of school. I didn’t realize it 
at that time, and if there was any way to talk to 1L me, I’d 
advise myself to ask for help. Say something. Don’t try to 
navigate this journey on your own. 

If you’re currently a student at Lincoln, and you’re reading 
this, please, don’t make the same mistakes I (and so 
many others before me) made. Get involved, talk with 
your classmates, and most importantly, speak up. Use 
the resources available to you. Don’t be too afraid or 
embarrassed to admit you need help. What you’ll find is 
that there are much more people that feel just like you, 
rather than not. 

Law School is not easy. You’ll be tested constantly, and  
not just in the classroom. As so many have said, if it was 
easy everyone would do it. But it’s not easy. And that’s 
okay! It’ll make the accomplishment of graduating that 
much sweeter. 

The rest of my time at Lincoln was not much easier, but 
I made it. I was fortunate to have met some amazing 
people throughout my journey, which has resulted in some 
incredible friendships that continue to this day. I keep in 
regular contact with several of my classmates, most of 
whom are practicing attorneys. It’s nice to talk about work 
without worrying about the Rule Against Perpetuities or the 
Erie Doctrine. Some of us are even colleagues. And I have 
Lincoln to thank for that.

In closing, I’d like to thank everyone at Lincoln Law School 
for all the amazing work they do for the Student Body. From 
the front desk up to the Dean, the staff is always looking 
out for the students, and that’s part of what makes Lincoln 
so special. I am a proud and eternally grateful alum, and I 
wish the best of luck to all current and future students. And 
remember, don’t be afraid to ask for help! You’ve got this!

ALUMNI CORNER

ALUMNI  
CORNER
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That’s right - “Cybrary.” It is a relatively new word 
used to describe libraries in Cyberspace, the world 
of electronic information. In this issue, the focus is 

on the internet so I thought the change in name might be 
fun. For those of you who are not “connected,” fear not! 
Some of this might still make sense. If it doesn’t maybe you 
need to ask for a little internet tutorial. In any event, read 
on for an introduction to legal resources on the internet. 

Many Lincoln Law School students now have a home 
computer and access to the internet. When the library 
remodeling is completed, we will have a new computer lab 
and, maybe someday, access to the internet for all students 
(keep your fingers crossed). In the meantime, in response 
to the growing interest in the internet and a number of 
requests for information, here is a list of some interesting or 
useful law-related internet sites for those with access and 
those who need a reason to justify access. 

BY PROFESSOR ELI ROSS
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Specifically for law students: Law School Dot Com brought 
to you by none-other-than West Publishing, provides 
study aids, including class outlines. In the student Lounge 
at Law Dot Com you can chat with other law students, 
try to win the Daily Legal Trivia contest or play the game 
Objection! This is a great place to take a study break.  
http://www.lawschool.com

Specifically for California: The California’s State Bar 
website is one of the best starting places for everything 
legal a California lawyer might want. Highlights include 
the full-text of all laws related to practice in California, 
the rules regarding admission to practice and the rules for 
mandatory continuing legal education. This is also the best 
place to keep current with California legislative news and 
information. Check out bills recently signed into law here.         
http://www.calbar.org.

For broader scope: The Legal Information Institute at Cornell 
University School of Law has one of the best collections of 
law-related links. State, federal and general legal materials 
are organized by both topic and source. They also keep up 
with current events extremely well. I particularly like this site 
because it is easy to move around and find things here. And, 
if they don’t have it, they’ll send you somewhere that does.  
http://www.law.cornell.edu

For a general starting place: Shepard’s has created 
Law Town. While I find it more difficult to move around 
in than some other sites, Law Town is well worth visiting. 
You might want to visit the Law Town law library or Law 
Town University Student Union. Not only does Law Town 
have a great collection of links to legal materials, it also 
provides access to Webster’s dictionary, the Wall Street 
Journal and other general news and reference material. 
http://www.lawtown.com

Hopefully, you can find time in your busy schedules 
to explore these and the many other legal sites on the  
internet. If you make and great discoveries, please 
let me know. I’ll be collecting information about legal 
sites and creating a catalog of them in the library. Your 
recommendations and horror stories will be a great 
resource in and of themselves. Signing off for now...Eli z

BLAST FROM THE PAST
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That's right -

"Cybrary." It is a 
relatively new 
word used to 
describe I ibraries 
in Cyberspace, the 
world of electron
ic information. In 
this issue, the 
focus is on the 

internet so I 
Professor Eli Roth thought the 

change in name 
might be fun. For those of you who are 
not "connected," fear not! Some of this 
might still make sense. If it doesn't, 
maybe you need to ask for a little internet 
tutorial. In any event, read on for an 
introduction to legal resources on the 
internet. 

Many Lincoln Law School students 
now have a home computer and access 
to the internet. When the library remod
eling is completed, we will have a new 
computer lab and, maybe someday, 
access to the internet for all students 
(keep your fingers crossed). In the mean
time, in response to the growing interest 
in the internet and a number of requests 
for information, here is a list of some 
interesting or useful law-related internet 

sites for those with access and those who 
need a reason to justify getting access: 

Specifically for law students: Law 
School Dot Com brought to you by none
other-than West Publishing, provides 
study aids, including class outlines. In the 
Student Lounge at Law School Dot Com 
you can chat with other law students, try 
to win the Daily Legal Trivia contest or 
play the game Objection! This is a great 
place to take a study break. 

http://www.lawschool.com. 
Specifically for California: The Calif

ornia State Bar's website is one of the best 
starting places for everything legal a 
California lawyer might want. Highlights 
include the full-text of all laws related to 
practice in California, the rules regarding 
admission to practice and the rules for 
mandatory continuing legal education. 
This is also the best place to keep current 
with California legislative news and infor
mation. Check out bills recently signed 
into law here. 

http://www.calbar.org. 
For broader scope: The Legal Infor

mation Institute at Cornell University 
School of Law has one of the best collec
tions of law-related links. State, federal 
and general legal materials are organized 

By Professor Eli Roth 

by both topic and source. They also keep 
up with current events extremely well. I 
particularly like this site because it is easy 
to move around and find things here. 
And, if they don't have it, they'll send you 
somewhere that does. 

http://www.law.cornell.edu 
For a general starting place: Shepard's 

has created Law Town. While I find it 
more difficult to move around in than 
some other sites, Law Town is well worth 
visiting. You might want to visit the Law 
Town law library or Law Town University 
Student Union. Not only does Law Town 
have a great collection of links to legal 
materials, it also provides access to 
Webster's dictionary, the Wall Street 
Journal and other general news and refer
ence materials. 

http://www.lawtown.com 
Hopefully, you can find time in your 

busy schedules to explore these and the 
many other legal sites on the internet. If 
you make any great discoveries, please let 
me know. I'll be collecting information 
about legal sites and creating a catalog of 
them in the library. Your recommenda
tions and horror stories will be a great 
resource in and of themselves. Signing off 
for now .. . Eli♦ 

SBA SCHOLARSHIPS 
The SBA endeavors in a number of different ways to aid stu

dents in completing their legal education. As part of this sup
port program, The SBA awards monetary scholarships. 

During the 1995/96 academic year, the SBA awarded over 
$3,000.00 in scholarships. The funds for these scholarships 
came from a combination of fund-raisers and SBA dues. While 
the majority of Scholarships were awarded on the basis of 
financial need, approximately one th.ird of the scholarships 
awarded were not based on need. The non-need based schol-

By Richard Wright, 4th Year 

scholarship is a $500.00 award given to the fourth year student 
who best exemplifies the ideals of a Lincoln graduate. 
Applications for SBA scholarships are available from the 
Administration office or contact your SBA class representative. 

The SBA raised over $1000.00 through fund-raisers and 
donations during the 1995/96 school year. The SBA's goal is to 
eventually make the scholarship fund self-supporting. In this 
regard, any help, thoughts, or ideas concerning fundraising 
should be presented to your SBA officer or class representative. 
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