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A LETTER 
FROM  

THE DEAN
On behalf of the Board of Directors, faculty, and administration of Lincoln Law School 
of Sacramento I offer my congratulations to the Class of 2022. You have worked hard, 
persevered through four long years of law school, a pandemic and accomplished much. 
You have demonstrated resilience and flexibility in the midst of unprecedented need for 
change: you quickly acclimated to remote classes in your second year and kept studying 
and working hard, determined to not allow anything, including a pandemic, to get in 
the way of your dream of graduating. You have truly demonstrated that you have what it 
takes to be lawyers and strong advocates for your clients. 

During this journey, you built a community at Lincoln Law School. You started as 
classmates and through the years have developed strong bonds as friends and respected 
colleagues. You studied together, laughed together, cried together, and, now, rejoice as 
you graduate together. 

Alongside each of you during your law school journey were family and friends who 
provided you with the support, sacrifice, and encouragement essential to your success. 
To your family and friends, I say, thank you so much for being there throughout our 
students’ journey. 

As you start your next phase in your legal career journey, my guidance to you comes 
from one of my favorite quotes from Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsberg, “Fight 
for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead others to join you.” 

Lincoln’s dedicated administration and faculty are proud of every one of our graduates 
and we are especially proud of you, the Class of 2022. We confidently anticipate your 
success on the upcoming Bar examination and with your careers. 

Sincerely,  
Filomena Yeroshek, Dean

EDITORS’ 
NOTE 

Congratulations Class of 2022! Throughout this edition you will see this sentiment 
again and again. You went from remote classes, to not remote, to remote…to, well, not 
remote. It has been a long final two years of your journey. We are grateful to you as 
underclassmen who get to learn from you, listen to you, and watch you. We look forward 
to hearing of your successes and accomplishments to come. We wish you all the best in 
your future endeavors, looking forward to sharing courtrooms, firms, and maybe even 
classrooms with you. 

Congratulations, Dean Yeroshek, on completing your first year as Dean of Lincoln. You’ve 
led new initiatives like the Student Resource Center and even took the hybrid program 
through the finish line. Your efforts at providing more transparency in administration, 
flexibility in class instruction, and kind ear during pandemic have been greatly 
appreciated. You have made it through a particularly challenging transition with grace. 
We salute you, your efforts and your drive to continue to improve the school, students 
and yourself. 

Finally, to everyone else, thank you for your collaboration on this edition. It became 
one of our largest editions. Article after article was submitted. Thoughtful, interesting, 
informative, surprising, personal, and much more. These traits are reflections of all the 
students and faculty at Lincoln. Our office staff is second to none and our students are 
remarkable. We feel honored to continue to be a part of this community. Even when we 
are apart, we all find a way to be together.

This edition was a dream; a collaboration of thoughts by people who aren’t afraid to try 
new things, explore their internal struggles and other viewpoints. As Oscar Wilde put it…

“A dreamer is one who can only find his way by moonlight, and his punishment is that he 
sees the dawn before the rest of the world.”

Go forward, see the sunrise on your futures.

Your Co-Editors, 
Don Hudson, Class of 2023 
Kim Shipp, Class of 2023

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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They told us at orientation that law school would 
change us forever, I never knew they meant like this. 
I simply cannot leave my home anymore without 
seeing torts all around. It haunts my every waking, 
and sleeping hour.

If you’re like me and had no idea what a tort was 
pre-law school then the reasonable, prudent person 
standard was even more foreign. So, who is this 
reasonable and prudent person and how do I make 
sure I am one? Well, in the words of every wise law 
professor, “it depends.” *insert major eye roll here* It 
depends on the circumstances one is in because, as 
we all want to forget, the reasonable person standard 
is to conduct oneself as a reasonable and prudent 
person would in the same or similar circumstances.

Torts, for me, was incredibly boring in the beginning. 
What do you mean you can recover for the intentional 
or negligent harm that is caused to you?! That doesn’t 
happen in my community. The attitude can be summed 
up simply in the words of Katt Williams “don’t be 
sorry [], be careful!” We don’t have time to sue a 
person, be in court, or even think about recovering. 
You simply move on with your life and hope this 
streak of bad luck never happens again, hope that 
some insurance company pays off your damage, or 
your tax return is large enough to cover it all.

But I’m a law student now and being a reasonable, 
prudent person haunts my every choice. I find it 
to be an incredibly subjective standard. What is 
reasonable for someone from a South Sacramento 
immigrant neighborhood is not the same standard 
as a wealthy, mini-mansion living professional in 
Granite Bay. No hate for Granite Bay, but my 2002 
Honda CRV is vastly different from your 2022 top of 
the line Mercedes-Benz.

In an attempt to decipher this reasonable, prudent 
person standard I compared it to what I find exciting: 
tortas. For those who don’t know what a torta is, it 
must truly be experienced firsthand. Simply put, it’s a 
Mexican sandwich-like creation, served on a french-
like bread called a bolillo or telera, typically with 
some form of meat, iceberg lettuce, mayo, avocado, 
onion, and pickled jalapeños. I only eat tortas in two 

places in the entire world: San Luis Rio Colorado, 
Sonora, Mexico and at Super Tortas Chilangas El 
Abuelo off Franklin Blvd in South Sac.

These days, you can hear me interjecting, at any little 
trip, bodily scratch, or defective product, “that’s a 
tort!” My study group hates it and my housemates love 
it, but let’s face it, even I annoy myself. It’s honestly 
not that serious. I began saying the phrase “tortas 
over torts” to soothe my growing frustration with the 
elements of tort negligence. How can everybody 
just accept the law in all its ridiculousness? Law 
school really does not give you time to analyze, 
philosophize, or critique it. You learn the law, plug 
and chug, analyze the facts and go.

Well, I simply refuse. Tortas over torts is for anyone 
looking for some support in the legal field. A phrase, a 
lifestyle, a mindset, for those who cannot remove their 
emotions and go on about their day. Torts standards 
may be ridiculous, but a good torta never is.

This won’t change the way we are taught to learn 
the law or think like a lawyer. It’s simply a ripple in 
the water of the large ocean that is the legal world. 
We must learn the ways of the law to create change 
in the law. For me, I have my coffee in one hand 
and a torta in another, pushing me forward into the 
complex world of law and reminding me I am worthy 
despite the internal conflict I struggle with every time 
I read a case. More horses, more railroads, when 
will it end?

Now I’ll think twice before placing a pole at the front 
of my parcel of land, only to worry that my neighbor’s 
horse will run into it. I’ll think twice before walking by 
a flour company for fear a barrel will come rolling 
out. And I will definitely never ride a vacuum in just 
pajamas for fear my member will slip into a rotating 
fan and disfigure me.

To be honest, torts now hold a soft spot in my heart. 
The kind that taunts me, reminding me I’m a nerd  
for all things law and a big, anxious, softie under  
all the jokes.

By  J a z m i n e  S a n t a c r uz ,  C l a s s  o f  2025 
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TORTAS
OVER 
TORTS

Picture it; it’s a regular 
Thursday, you’re a 1L 
walking to torts class  
when all of a sudden - 
crash, bang, boom! HONK!  
And finally a “What the  
h-e-double hockey sticks!”  
A regular old car crash 
down the street from 
campus. All you can 
think is, that’s a tort.
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PRACTICING 
LAW IN  
CALIFORNIA: 

The California  
Bar Exam

ADMINISTRATION

Under the supervision of the Supreme Court of 
California, the State Bar Committee of Bar Examiners 
is responsible for developing, administering, and 
grading the California Bar Exam and the First-Year 
Law Students’ Exam. 

DATES OFFERED

The California Bar Exam is administered twice each 
year - in February and July, typically during the last 
week of the month that includes a Wednesday. 

UPCOMING EXAMS

• July 26-27, 2022
• February 21-22, 2023
• July 25-26, 2023

TESTING LOCATIONS

Testing centers are usually located in Los Angeles, 
San Diego, the Bay Area, and Sacramento. 
Applicants must select a testing center when they 
apply to take the Bar Exam in the Applicant Portal at  
www.calbar.ca.gov. 

EXAM REGISTRATION

Exam application opens on October 1st for February 
administration and on March 1st for July administration 
of the exam. Although you will have one month to 
register timely, applicants are encouraged to register 
as soon as possible if they want to secure a seat at 
a desired testing location as the number of seats is 
limited. Late filing fees are charged if you register 
after the timely filing date. 

Exam Date Timely Filing Final Filing

February Oct. 1 – Nov. Jan. 2
July Mar. 1 – Apr. 1 Jun. 1

EXAM FORMAT

The exam is given over two days. On day 1 you will 
be required to write five one-hour essay questions 
and one 90-minute Performance Test. On day 2 you 
will be completing 200 multiple choice questions. 

BAR EXAM PREPARATION

The amount of time you will need to prepare for 
the Bar Exam will depend on your individual 
circumstances. However, most Bar Exam preparation 
courses recommend anywhere between 8-10 weeks 
of studying based on a Monday through Friday 40-
hour week study plan. 

While using a Bar Exam preparation course is 
not required, it is strongly recommended. Several 
Bar preparation companies, including Barbri and  
Themis, have student representatives on campus that 
you can contact to find out more information about 
each course. 

To be admitted to the State Bar to practice law in California, you must: 

1. Register as a law student applicant. 

2. Complete your legal education. 

3. Pass the Multistate Professional  

 Responsibility Examination (MPRE). 

4. Complete a Moral Character Determination. 

5. Prove No Outstanding Family support. 

6. Pass the California Bar Examination. 

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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4. Apply problem-solving skills to diagnose a  
problem, generate alternative solutions, and 
develop a plan of action, and 

5. Communicate effectively, whether advocating, 
advising a client, eliciting information, or  
effectuating a legal transaction.

An applicant’s performance test response is graded 
on its compliance with instructions and on its content, 
thoroughness, and organization.

THE MULTISTATE BAR 
EXAMINATION (MBE)

The MBE consists of 200 multiple choice questions: 
175 scored and 25 unscored pretest questions. The 
pretest questions are indistinguishable from those that 
are scored; therefore, you should answer all questions. 
Points are not subtracted for incorrect answers. 

The 175 scored questions on the MBE are distributed 
evenly, with 25 questions from each of the seven 
subject areas: Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, 
Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, 
Real Property, and Torts. 

EXAM GRADING
A minimum scaled score of 1390 on a 2000-point 
scale is required to receive a passing score. The 
MBE and written portions of the exam are weighted 
equally at 50% each. 

The written part is worth 700 raw points (100 points 
per essay and 200 points for the Performance 
Test) which is converted to a 2000-point scaled  
score using a formula unique to each administration 
of the exam. 

To pass the exam in the first phase of grading,  
an applicant must have a total scale score of at  
least 1390 out of 2,000 possible points. Those  
with total scale scores after one reading below  
1350 fail the exam. 

If the applicant’s total scale score is at least 1350  
but less than 1390 after one reading, their answers 
are read a second time by a different set of  
graders. If the applicant’s averaged total scale score 
after two readings is 1390 or higher, the applicant 
passes the exam. 

EXAM RESULTS

Exam results will be posted on www.calbar.ca.gov. 

Exam Administration Results Release
February Mid - May at 6:00 p.m.
July Mid -Nov. at 6:00 p.m.

Applicants who have failed the exam receive 
the grades assigned to their written answers as 
well as their MBE scaled score. The answer files 
of unsuccessful applicants will be posted in the 
Applicant Portal with the release of results. Successful 
applicants do not receive their grades nor their MBE 
scores and will not have their answers returned.

EXAM FEES

Description Amount
Application for registration –  
General Applicant

$119 

Multistate Professional Responsibility 
Examination (MPRE)

$150

Application for Determination  
of Moral Character

$511

Live Scan Fingerprinting for the Moral 
Character Application

Varies

Laptop Computer Fee $153
Application to take the California Bar 
Examination – General Applicant

$677

Approximate total cost of minimum fees $1,650

HOW LINCOLN 
PREPARES STUDENTS 
FOR THE BAR EXAM
At Lincoln students start their focused preparation  
for the upcoming Bar Exam in their fourth year of  
law school. 

FOURTH YEAR COURSES

The Applied Legal Reasoning (ALR) course is a review 
of courses in the first and second years of law school: 
Contracts, Torts, Civil Procedure, and Real Property. 

The Legal Analysis course provides practical 
instruction in preparing legal documents including 
legal memoranda, points and authorities, and briefs. 
This course exposes students to the Performance Test 
which is an essential component of the California Bar 
Exam. In addition, this course provides a review of 
Criminal Law and Procedure. 

The Advanced Professional Responsibility course is 
designed specifically to prepare Lincoln students for 
the essay part of the California Bar Exam. 

In addition, fourth year students at Lincoln will take 
Remedies, Wills, and Trusts courses which are tested 
on the essay part of the California Bar Exam. 

EXAM SOFTWARE

Typically, the ExamSoft application is used to 
administer the written part of the exam. The MBEs 
part of the exam is completed on paper. Lincoln also 
uses ExamSoft to administer all midterms and final 
exams, which gives the students an opportunity to get 
familiar and comfortable with the software. 

THE ESSAY QUESTIONS

Answers are expected to demonstrate the applicant’s 
ability to analyze the facts in the question, to tell the 
difference between material facts and immaterial 
facts, and to discern the points of law and fact 
upon which the case turns. The answer must show 
knowledge and understanding of the pertinent 
principles and theories of law, their qualifications 
and limitations, and their relationships to each other. 
The answer should evidence the applicant’s ability 
to apply the law to the given facts and to reason 
in a logical, lawyer-like manner from the premises 
adopted to a sound conclusion. 

PERFORMANCE TEST

Performance Test (PT) questions are designed to be 
completed in 90 minutes and to test an applicant’s 
ability to handle a select number of legal authorities 
in the context of a factual problem involving a client. 

A PT question consists of two separate sets of 
materials: a file and a library, with instructions 
advising the applicant on the task(s) to be performed. 

In addition to measuring an applicant’s ability to 
analyze legal issues, PT questions require applicants to: 

1. Sift through detailed factual material and separate 
relevant from irrelevant facts, assess the consistency 
and reliability of facts, and determine the need for 
and source of additional facts, 

2. Analyze the legal rules and principles applicable 
to a problem and formulate legal theories from 
facts that may be only partly known and are  
being developed,

3.  Recognize and resolve ethical issues arising in 
practical situations,

B A R  E X A MT H E  C A L I F O R N I A
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NEXTGEN BAR EXAM IN 2026

The National Conference of Bar Examiners (NCBE) 
plans to develop prototype questions this year and 
begin pilot testing the “NextGen Bar Exam” in 2026. 

The NextGen Bar Exam will consist of an integrated 
examination – offered two times per year and delivered 
by computer – that measures both knowledge and 
skills through a mix of item formats. It will not be 
an open-book exam, however, a closed universe 
of appropriate legal resources, such as statutes, 
cases, and rules will be provided to candidates on 
the NextGen Bar Exam for assessing Foundational 
Skills that are not being measured in the context of 
the eight Foundational Concepts & Principles, which 
applicants are expected to know. 

The intent is to make the exam more realistic and to 
reduce the amount of legal knowledge candidates must 
commit to memory for the exam, while emphasizing 
skills, such as interpreting and applying law.

Bottom line, “Success doesn’t come to you, you go 
to it.” – Marva Collins, American educator.  Start 
planning early, study hard, and you too can pass the 
California Bar Exam! 

SUBJECTS TESTED

The following subjects are tested on the California 
Bar Exam and are offered at Lincoln as part of the 76 
required units of legal education: 

Subjects  
Tested on  
the California  
Bar Exam

Tested on 
Essays

Tested 
on MBEs

Class 
offered 
at Lincoln

1 Contracts X X 1L
2 Torts X X 1L
3 Criminal Law 

& Procedure
X X 1L & 2L

4 Civil 
Procedure

X X 2L

5 Real Property X X 2L
6 Constitutional 

Law
X X 3L

7 Evidence X X 3L
8 Business 

Associations
X 3L

9 Community 
Property

X 3L

10 Remedies X 4L
11 Wills & 

Succession
X 4L

12 Trusts X 4L
13 Professional 

Responsibility
X 1L & 4L

Luckily, a great opportunity fell into my lap. My 
department agreed to let me work with the child 
support attorneys as a certified law student through 
the Practical Training of Law Students program with 
the State Bar of California. You might be asking what 
this program exactly is; well, that is why I am writing 
this article. I had heard about this program but did 
not know the eligibility requirements, how to apply or 
what I was permitted to do as a certified law student.

WHAT IS PTLS?

PTLS is a program through the State Bar where 
eligible law students can become certified to provide 
legal services under the supervision of an attorney. 
In essence, any law student who meets the eligibility 
criteria and who knows a licensed attorney who is 
willing to supervise them under this program, can 
apply to be certified.

WHAT ARE THE STUDENT 
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS?

In order to be eligible, you must have completed at 
least one year of law school or have passed the first 
year law students’ examination (the “baby” Bar). 
You must be enrolled in law school and be in good 
academic standing or have graduated from law 

Most students at Lincoln work full-time while attending 
school. As I am sure many similarly situated students 
have felt, by my third year of law school I began to get 
a bit nervous about not having extra time or means to 
do one of the many coveted law school internships. 
My first year flew by like a breeze with no pressure 
regarding internships. During my second year, COVID 
came out of left field and left me feeling as though 
any type of internship was just impossible - but to 
tell you the truth, I felt a little relieved. I was working 
full-time for Sacramento County Department of Child 
Support Services and had just been promoted into 
a new role which kept me very busy during the day 
and exhausted in the evening. Even though I knew 
that employers want to see real-world law experience 
during law school, I could not bring myself to seek out 
extra hours of dedicated time to an internship on top 
of what was already on my plate. 

PRACTICAL TRAINING 
OF LAW STUDENTS 

(PTLS) 

B y  L a u r a  G a l s i ,  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 2

DELVING INTO  
REAL-WORLD  
EXPERIENCE

T H E  B A R 

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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school, subject to time period limitations specified 
in the rules. Furthermore, you must have either 
completed or be currently enrolled in both Civil 
Procedure and Evidence. For Lincoln students, this 
means that you are eligible at the beginning of your 
third year of law school as long as you are in good 
academic standing.

WHAT ARE YOUR PERMITTED 
ACTIVITIES AS A CERTIFIED 
LAW STUDENT?

The permitted activities of certified law students are 
governed by the California Rules of Court, Rule 9.42. 
In a nutshell, a certified law student can negotiate 
on behalf of clients, appear on behalf of clients in 
a deposition and appear on behalf of a client or 
government agency in an array of venues such as 
hearings, public trials, arbitration, etc. It is important 
to note that the certified law student can only act 
subject to the approval of their supervising attorney 
and in some instances, only when the supervising 
attorney is physically present. Every student must 
carefully read through the rules and limitations in Rule 
9.42 prior to participating in this program. 

HOW DO YOU APPLY  
FOR PTLS AND HOW  
MUCH DOES IT COST?

The initial PTLS application costs $55.00. The 
time frame for certification will depend on the 
preference of your supervising attorney. Extension 
of certification with the same supervising attorney  
is free. In my case, I paid the initial fee and was 
certified for three months; I then extended it in three 
month increments subject to the approval of my 
supervising attorney. 

The application process is pretty simple:

1. Log into your State Bar of California portal (using 
the email address and password you used while 
registering your first year). 

2. Go to “Applications” and then “View Application 
Forms.” Scroll down and click on “Practical 
Training of Law Students Application.” Launch 
the application. 

3. Email the “Declaration by a supervising attorney” 
to your supervising attorney to complete and return 
to you. You should complete as best you can the 
section regarding the student, prior to emailing the 
declaration to your attorney. Advise your attorney 
that the Bar will require a handwritten signature 
on the form. 

4. Email the “Declaration by the dean of the law  
school” to your dean to complete and return.

5. Once you have received both of the completed 
declarations, you may proceed with the 
application. Follow the steps in the application 
carefully and attach both declarations prior to 
submitting it. 

6. You and your supervising attorney should receive 
an email from the Bar within a few days. Initial 
certification and extension have only taken 2-3 
days on average in my case.

For extensions only, you must obtain a new declaration 
from your supervising attorney and attach it to 
the application. You do not need to obtain a new 
declaration from the dean. 

A LITTLE BIT ABOUT MY 
EXPERIENCE…

This experience has been exceptional, and I feel 
incredibly grateful that my hard work, devotion to my 
department and the good graces of those I work with 
have allowed me to participate in this program. 

For the last year, I gained valuable experience in 
my field of child support through my work with the 
attorneys as a certified law student. Some of my 
duties have included conducting legal research and 
providing the attorney team with my recommendations 
as well as prepping cases for court and speaking with 
customers or their attorneys prior to their court dates. 
I have negotiated pleas and purges with defendants 
and public defenders in contempt cases. I have been 
appearing alongside the attorneys in court twice per 
month, calling cases and making recommendations 
to the commissioner. 

One of the best parts about my experience in this 
program has been the confidence I have built along 
the way. I feel self-assured that I either already have, 
or am, capable of developing the necessary skills to 
become a practicing attorney in a field that I love.

In conclusion… 

I encourage all eligible law students, especially 
those who work full-time like me, to reach out to your 
employer and find out if there are any opportunities 
available to you through this program. Although 
you can gain certified law student experience while 
interning outside of work, if you are like me and do 
not have the means to take unpaid leave from work or 
the time to intern outside of work and school, gaining 
this experience through your employer is optimal.

Gaining any type of real-world experience, whether 
it be through your work or through an outside 
internship, will help you build confidence and set 
you up for even more success in your future career. 
Go out there and take advantage of this program; 
find opportunities that align with your goals and your 
individual circumstances. Hard work and experience 
always pay off! 

P 
 T 
L 
 S

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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viability, typically around 24 weeks gestation. Texas 
SB 8 ruling in 2021 challenges this Supreme Court 
precedent, one which has been in place for 50 years. 
Other laws, specifically a Mississippi abortion bill, 
banning abortions after 15 weeks, was taken to the 
Supreme Court December 1, 2021. No decision was 
made but there is a 6-3 conservative majority in the 
Supreme Court which many believe means that Roe v 
Wade will be overturned come Summer 2022. 

It is still unclear what stance the government and 
President Biden take on the matter. Biden glossed 
over the issue in his 2022 State of the Union speech 
and when questioned by reporters simply stated that 
he couldn’t decide this for the people. As a devote 
Catholic, many believe he should be vocally pro-life, 
but he still hasn’t taken a stand. And there are always 
two sides to the story.

Pro-choice individuals argue for what they believe 
is a fundamental right. Per the US Constitution, 
individuals have the right to personal autonomy. To 
make decisions about our bodies and the medical 
treatment that we choose. For a woman this includes 
the right to make a decision about her reproductive 
care. This extends into pregnancy for pro-lifers. The 
baby is not yet breathing and relies on the mother 
for almost all bodily functions. Pro-lifers also argue 
that death occurs when an individual has sustained 
either (1) irreversible cessation of circulatory and 
respiratory functions, or (2) irreversible cessation of 
all functions of the entire brain, including the brain 

Murmurs. Most of us associate this with a heart  
murmur which is a condition in which the heart 
produces or is apt to produce a recurring sound 
indicative of disease or damage. The heartbeat is vital 
to life itself. When a human heart starts to beat, many 
states are deciding that at that time the fetus is alive 
and an abortion is not an option, save for medical 
reasons. Texas Heartbeat Bill (SB 8) implemented 
this rule. Months after the bill has been enacted we 
see the effects of these murmurs of the heart. Pro-life 
individuals boast that abortions have been reduced 
by 60% in Texas, saving thousands of unborn babies’ 
lives. Many states are heartened by the success of 
this number, which has led to a number of those states 
implementing similar bills, many banning abortions 
after 15 weeks.

What do those numbers truly reflect? A successful 
ban on abortion? Data can be moved and changed 
in a way that doesn’t show the truth, on either 
side. Murmurs, beyond those of the heart, are a 
way to express one’s discontent about someone (or 
something) in a subdued manner. Many have been 
expressing discontent, loud or subdued, regarding 
these rules. Others adamantly support the rules and 
the ban on abortion. In fact, polls taken by FOX and 
NPR in February 2022 showed that Americans are 
split on the matter of abortion bans with a slight 
majority for pro-choice. 

The woman’s right to abortion was sealed in Roe 
v Wade, a landmark case allowing abortions to 

B y  K i m  S h i p p ,  C l a s s  o f  2 0 23
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stem, as laid out in the Uniform Declaration of Death 
Act of 1980. They argue that a heartbeat does not 
mean there is life, arguing that the point of viability 
is the marker, the time at which the baby can survive 
out of the womb. Further, specific to Texas SB 8, they 
argue that if an abortion ban is placed at 6 weeks 
a woman may not be aware of the pregnancy yet 
and therefore couldn’t make the decision. Pro-choice 
is about the woman and her rights and doesn’t take a 
large account on the fetus within. 

Reports from hospitals in surrounding states such 
as Oklahoma and Colorado indicate that abortions 
have increased in those states. For example, Planned 
Parenthood clinics in the five states neighboring Texas 
saw a nearly 800% increase in abortion patients from 
the Lone Star State after the six-week ban went into 
effect. Oklahoma Planned Parenthood clinics saw 
a 2,500% increase in Texas traffic whereas Texas 
patients amounted to less than 10% in Oklahoma 
clinics the same time the year before. Also, a study by 
researchers at the University of Texas, found requests 
made by Texans to an abortion medication by mail 
company, soared by nearly 1,200 percent the week 
Senate Bill 8 went into effect. 

That number has fallen, but daily requests remain 
elevated — an average of 37.1 daily requests 
compared to 10.8 requests prior to the law going 
into effect. Requests from all other U.S. states also 
increased during the same time period, but by much 
smaller amounts. 

It appears from this data that the ban will not stop 
abortions or the need for abortions. It increases 
pressure on others and could create an environment 
for an increase in unsafe abortions. 

But, what about the flip side?

Pro-life individuals argue that the baby has a right 
and desire to live once conceived. That at 6 weeks a 
fetus has a heartbeat and at that time the doctors can 
confirm that it is alive. Miscarriage rates at 6 weeks 
are around 9.5% and by 8 weeks that rate is down to 
around 1.5%. While the baby cannot survive outside 
of the womb the chances of its survival to birth are 
around 90%. While pro-lifers argue that 6 weeks isn’t 
enough, many states are using the argument that 15 
weeks is enough time to know you are pregnant and 
to make a choice. Also, that by 15 weeks the risk of 
miscarriage is almost nil. Pro-lifers also believe that 
bans will stop abortions, increase contraceptive use 
and decrease unprotected sex. But for pro-life it is 
mostly about protecting the rights of the child within. 
Not necessarily about the mother herself. 

Whether you are pro-choice or pro-life, this is a 
difficult argument. Abortion is a difficult decision. 
Most women do not take it lightly. For most women 
it is a decision they make for themselves and for 
the unborn child. And most do not use abortion as 
contraception. Women want to have the choice to 
control their own bodies, regardless of what position 
they take on abortion. People want the choice to 
control their own bodies. The issue here is at the 
cross section of the woman’s right and the fetus’ right, 
as Justice Kavanaguh so aptly pointed out in the 
Mississippi hearing December 1st. There is no simple 
solution, each side has arguments and outcomes 
that they believe in. The general consensus across 
experts, including Professor Wright, is that Roe v 
Wade will be overturned Summer 2022. We simply 
get to wait and see.
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inspiration was a play session of “Lego and Trains.” 
Unexpectedly, she laughed in an understanding way. 
After this confirmation that I was driving down the  
right path, I reached out to the city’s District 
Council people and the Mayor’s office with my 3D  
model in tow. 

Midway through February 2022, the idea finally 
got some traction. I woke up one Saturday morning, 
slightly hungover from a celebration the night before, 
and scrolled the news as I typically do. I saw that 
there was a community meeting a few miles from 
me that started in about half an hour. The subject 
of the meeting was how to solve the issue that my 
idea sought to remedy. In an almost out-of-body 
experience I hopped up, took a Tylenol, threw on my 
clothes and made a beeline to the meeting. Before 
I knew it, a microphone was in my hand and I was 
pitching my plan to over 100 angry neighbors, who 
had only just finished screaming and heckling at the 
politicians who had scheduled the meeting. 

I finished my bumbling pitch but still, much of the 
crowd applauded. I wasn’t sure if they were glad 
I finally gave up the microphone or if they actually 
liked the idea. The truth sunk in as I attempted to 
leave the park and many people were attempting to 
crowd me with business cards. My idea was a solid 
and original one. 

As I left for my car, the KCRA representative app- 
roached and flashed me her press badge. Apparently 
the idea fell on the right ears at the perfect time 
because within 48 hours both local news stations 
picked up the story and had scheduled interviews 
to hear specifics. Things picked up very quickly 

from there. Nearly all day the next day I was busy 
fielding calls from the local Sacramento district 
representatives and their assistants giving them all 
of the research and materials I had gathered on the 
idea. That serendipitous moment led to a potential 
life-changing circumstance.

I’m sure by now you are annoyed at me wondering 
what the hell this grand idea I’m talking about…visit the 
KCRA news article at https://tinyurl.com/5bcwr749. 

The affordable housing shortage that Sacramento 
is faced with presents us with a very tangible and 
quantifiable way to secure a better future. In recent 
days our Mayor, Darrell Steinberg, has begun a local 
push to create a legally enforceable right to housing 
in the city’s limits. This idea, from my perspective, has 
the potential to change not just Sacramento but the 
entire country for the better. While this solution seems 
like it might immediately solve many social issues  
we are facing, the logistics of such an undertaking 
are mind-boggling. 

In reality, no individual person or idea can remedy 
the human rights issues that we see in our daily 
lives, at Lincoln Law School itself. But I believe that 
together our community of minds, ideas, motivation 
and experience can solve just about any problem it 
is tasked with. Therefore, I’m asking for your ideas, 
experience and assistance in the fight to increase 
housing security in our city’s most vulnerable 
demographics. We got this, team.

About four years ago while my son Brayden and I 
were playing “Lego and Trains,” my mind wandered 
playing with the blocks and an idea struck me like a 
lightning bolt. Like all good ideas I have, I headed to 
Google. What I found was that someone way cooler 
than I will ever be was already doing this same 
thing in a better way than I could have ever possibly 
imagined it. While this was initially discouraging and 
would likely convince a more level-headed, and less 
passionate individual to focus elsewhere, it didn’t 
deter me. To me my idea was a solution to a very real 
problem that affects every member of our society. I 
knew that fixing it would help all of us equally. I had 
a plan to fix it, and quickly.

I searched the Sacramento area for standing 
examples of the workaround I had thought of to solve 
this glaring issue but found nothing. Which led me 
to wonder…why?  After a bit of research I found that 
our local City government had assumed a position 
that would make my solution difficult to develop and 
gain buy-in. Again, perhaps a more intelligent and 
reasonable person would have stopped pushing, but 
not me. I began to dig into the reasons why this project 
was deemed “non-viable” in our region. The deeper 
I dug, the less the reasons made sense. I continued 
my excavation and eventually began to see that the 
main reasons were simply red herrings, propagated 
by competing interests or people in government who 
are afraid of change. 

So, I began my work. As a visual learner, I began to 
build a digital prototype. When I finally completed 
it, I took it to an expert in the relevant field and was 
surprised to find her impressed with what I considered 
an amateur attempt. I explained to her that the 
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access to the attorney was limited. I decided to pull 
the trigger with the bit of knowledge I gained and 
applied for legal internships. 

After a few days, a nonprofit organization offered me 
a position for their Spring Internship. This internship 
focused on helping victims of crime obtain lawful 
status: I gained many hands-on experiences that set 
the stage for the jobs that followed, but above all, 
I finally understood how complex Immigration Law 
truly was. 

Private immigration firms practice a wider range of 
cases than nonprofits, and my curiosity for the law 
expanded when I started at a new firm. I was placed 
in an environment where I was given full access to 
all new case types. I got to meet people from all 
corners of the world and hear their stories. I have 
been lucky enough to have jobs that have provided 
me with unique learning opportunities that will only 
benefit me as I continue on my path to becoming an 
Immigration Attorney. 

However, I will say that working in the legal field 
before entering law school opened my eyes. I am 
only able to help so much without being an attorney 
and even then there are hurdles to overcome. You 
can’t change the whole institution overnight. I know 
that I will better serve the community as an attorney 
than I can as an advocate. Overall, I’m glad I joined 
the legal world when I did. I’m still as passionate 
about the work I do day in and day out, as I was 
way back when we first started my mother’s case. My 
mother is doing well and on her way to being a U.S. 
Citizen (Love you, mom). 

Maybe this sounds familiar? Does your morning start 
with the smell of coffee brewing, the sound of the 
scanner processing endless pages only interrupted 
by a paper jam, the polite morning greetings of a 
few fellow workmates staggering to their desk, the 
clicking of a mouse, and keyboard buttons? I have a 
typical paper-pushing job. I work for a private firm 
that focuses on Immigration Law. Though the topic of 
law may be different, the hustle and bustle are just the 
same in all law firms. 

I began my life in the legal field over six years ago, 
with the idea that Immigration Law was where I 
wanted to be. To this day it hasn’t changed- I know, 
I’m surprised too. Law school challenged that idea 
early on with classes such as Criminal Law which 
piqued my interest – shout out to the Mongoose. 

If you know anything about Immigration Law then 
you know 21 years of age is the prime time for child 
petitioners. We began the process of applying for 
legal permanent residence status for my mother in 
2015, when I was 21. I didn’t have the slightest idea 
what it meant to be illegal or how a person could 
gain lawful status in the U.S. All I knew was that my 
mother could be taken from us for being here in the 
U.S. and if she ever left the country to see her family, 
she could never return. After meeting my mother’s 
attorney, we were given a bit of hope for gaining 
lawful status for her. This is how I was introduced to 
the world of Immigration Law.

I attended each appointment with my mother. I would 
ask endless questions to have a better understanding 
of the process she was enduring. The day came when 
my mother’s application was submitted to the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) and my 
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Here are a few things I have learned while being in 
the legal field: 

Getting into the legal field can be beneficial because 
it exposes you to the reality of what it’s like working 
in the industry. Spoiler alert: it’s not as sexy as they 
make it seem on Suits. It doesn’t matter what “kind” 
of law you intend to practice, the main idea is that 
there are always deadlines to meet. If you don’t  
have the “work experience” needed for a job, look 
for an internship. 

If you find one that is with a nonprofit that is even 
better. This will give you an understanding of what it 
means to work in the legal field. The majority of the 
work is in your ability to type, read, and understand 
the law and the requests coming your way. Being 
exposed to the field acclimates you to the expectations 
of the industry. There’s a reason we start the day with 
a batch of coffee – and keep it brewing. 

When in the industry, whether it’s immigration or 
criminal law, there are always acronyms to learn 
or abbreviations to forms - big “DUH” there! In all 
honesty, knowing those acronyms early on can give 
you a leg up. Beyond the acronyms there is nothing 
like having first-hand experience with the practical 
side of the law! I mean, come on, we have a full class 
in law school civil procedure where the professor 

explains the way a civil suit should be filed. Knowing 
the ins and outs of proper filing procedures will be the 
#1 experience you can take away from any legal job. 
Even if the procedure changes, you’ll have enough 
experience to identify the change quickly and adapt. 
Before filing you’ll know the requirements needed, 
the evidence required, the organization of a packet, 
and you know what agencies to call for what you 
need to accomplish. 

Don’t get me wrong, most of this you’ll learn while  
on the job. Even if you know the practical side in your 
current office, it may not be the same way another 
law firm does things. However, to some extent, 
prior experience is priceless in our future careers  
as lawyers. 

Just as there are many positives there are realistic 
negatives, the first one being no one truly wants to 
know how the sausage is made. If you don’t have 
legal work experience I’ll be honest, each process 
is very tedious. There are steps on steps on steps – 
none that count towards closing your rings. Another 
big shocker is that the hours are never-ending and 
because of the consistent deadlines, the work may 
become stressful. It becomes a never-ending cycle 
of finishing one case to run to the other to finish 
as well. At times it can seem redundant; you’ll see 
similar case after similar case. Though the arguments 
are different, as far as the procedure goes it is the 
same. Forms need to be filled, evidence needs to be 
organized, and everything needs to be filed. 

In the end, I do not regret starting my legal career 
before attending law school. I know the field enough 
to understand what areas I can help improve and 
where I don’t want to venture into. I believe that 
having so much knowledge in the field makes me a 
hot commodity for employers, and even for my future 
as a solo practitioner. 
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Webb who recognized that an alternative approach 
to the traditional methods of representing divorcing 
parties might be more effective. He shifted efforts 
from arguing positions to jointly resolving issues, 
giving birth to the concept of collaborative divorce. 

Following this approach, a team in the Bay Area 
developed protocols to apply the process in 
California. Local family law attorney Hal Bartholomew 
took an interest and initiated group meetings on the 
subject with other attorneys. This later evolved into 
co-founding the Sacramento Collaborative Divorce 
Group and becoming the organization’s first president, 
a role he has held for many years. He helped found 
the statewide organization “Collaborative Practice 
California” and became its first president as well.

DEFINITION

Mr. Bartholomew defines collaborative divorce as 
“A team approach to helping couples navigate the 
divorce process. The couple works to resolve disputes 
respectfully, without going to court, with a team of 
trained professionals, which includes attorneys, child 
specialists, divorce coaches and financial specialists.”

Collaborative divorce is an option that permits parties, 
outside of the courtroom, to influence and design final 
agreements that reflect their preferences, values and 
priorities. Ultimately, this approach strives to reduce 
time and stress, incorporate solutions beneficial for 
both parties, and preserve respect and dignity. 

DIVORCE PRACTICES

The dissolution of marriage is a significant, life-
changing event – not only for the couple who is 
divorcing but also for their children, family members, 
and friends. Historically, the final agreements 
of the divorce were reached through traditional 
litigation while mediation later became an accepted, 
alternative form of dispute resolution. 

Over the past two decades, a newer alternative, 
known as “collaborative divorce” has become more 
prevalent, reflecting an increased trend towards 
collaboration on reaching final agreements. 

TERMINOLOGY

Collaborative practice is a method of resolving 
disputes where parties are represented by attorneys 
who work with a team of professionals to negotiate 
priorities and ultimately reach agreements. The team 
includes input and collaboration from the parties 
themselves. Although practitioners use the term 
“collaborative practice”, the term “collaborative 
divorce” has taken on a synonymous meaning, 
reflecting its common use and applicability.

ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT

Collaborative divorce is generally acknowledged to 
have begun in 1990 by Minneapolis attorney Stuart 
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COMMITMENT AND 
AGREEMENT

Couples begin the collaborative process by signing 
an agreement which includes the following:

• A commitment to transparency.
• An agreement that members of the collaborative 

team may speak to each other with or without the 
presence of the parties.

• A “disqualification clause” stating that if the parties 
decide to terminate the collaborative process and 
switch to traditional litigation, neither attorney 
assigned during the collaborative process or any 
other team member may continue to represent 
either party.

The strict adherence to the disqualification removes 
the threat of positioning and using the threat of 
going to court as a weapon during negotiations. This 
enables the focus to remain solely on cooperative 
settlement negotiation. 

THE COLLABORATION TEAM

Next, the collaboration team is formed. The team 
members, each an expert in his or her own field, 
help parties manage the many aspects of divorce - 
legal issues, emotional turmoil, concerns for children, 
financial and property questions. While each party 

will always have their own family law attorney who is 
trained in collaborative practice, other collaborative 
team members may include:

• Divorce/Communications Coach
• Financial Specialist
• Child Specialist

Discussions between parties and the respective team 
members focus on determining ways that both parties 
can have what matters the most to them preserved in 
their final divorce agreement. 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR 
ALL OPTIONS

In California, a dissolution of marriage will require 
initial documents to be filed with the court indicating 
their request for court orders regarding child custody, 
child support, spousal support, property division, and 
other matters. The earliest a divorce can be finalized 
in California is six months and one day after the 
initial petition has been filed. 

As this time approaches, a second set of documents 
will be filed proposing the long-term arrangements 
and a judge will approve the final decisions. These 
legal requirements apply to all divorces within 
California and they do not change when using the 
collaborative divorce approach.
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divorce and want a long-term solution that respects 
the priorities of both parties, as opposed to “winning” 
the settlement. 

MORE PRIVACY AND CONFIDENTIALITY

Advocating for certain arrangements, such as child 
custody, may reveal details of a sensitive nature 
about parties and children. In traditional litigation, 
these details are heard in court and documented 
in public court records. Utilizing the collaborative 
process permits parties to have these discussions in 
private; court documentation of private details about 
the divorce can be kept to a minimum. Only final 
agreements between parties are submitted to the court. 

DIFFERENCES FROM 
MEDIATION

According to the Collaborative Practice California 
website, both collaborative divorce and mediation 
rely on the voluntary and free exchange of information 
and a commitment to resolutions that respect the 
parties’ shared goals. However, there are differences:

In mediation, an impartial third party (the mediator) 
facilitates negotiations to help settle the case. The 
mediator cannot give either party legal advice and 
cannot be an advocate for either side. If mediation 
does not result in a settlement, each party and his 
or her attorney have the option to move forward 
together with litigation in court. 

DIFFERENCES FROM 
TRADITIONAL LITIGATION

WHERE DISPUTE NEGOTIATION AND  
RESOLUTION IS HANDLED

In traditional litigation, negotiations for agreements 
often occur in the courtroom. Parties argue their case, 
and a judge will make the decision for the parties. 
Collaborative divorce allows the parties to discuss 
the matter outside of the courtroom and negotiate. 
The resulting benefits include permitting discussion in 
a less intimidating atmosphere and allowing parties 
more time to process what is being proposed. 

OPPORTUNITIES TO EXPLORE MORE  
FLEXIBLE SOLUTIONS

While judges do have some flexibility in determining 
final arrangements, calculations for child support 
and spousal support in California are often based on 
standards identified by county. Collaborative divorce 
permits parties to discuss financial, custody, and 
property arrangements that are customized to their 
situation that would not normally be considered by 
a court. Considerations tailored to the best interests 
of the children can be prioritized, agreed upon, and 
submitted as an uncontested dissolution for final  
court approval.

MORE COLLABORATIVE AND LESS ADVERSARIAL

Collaborative divorce strives to solve problems jointly 
between the parties and to prevent an adversarial 
court battle. This approach is best for couples who 
need to maintain a respectful relationship post-

Collaborative divorce was designed to allow parties 
to have their own lawyers with them during the 
negotiation process while maintaining the commitment 
to settlement as the sole agenda. The lawyers and 
parties sign an agreement stating specifically that 
if the collaborative process is terminated without 
an agreement being reached, the attorneys and all 
members of the collaboration team will be disqualified 
from participating in litigation.

TRAINING REQUIREMENTS

In California, licensed attorneys need to attend  
a two-day training and 30 hours of mediation 
training before establishing competency in collab- 
orative divorce. 

TRENDS OF  
COLLABORATIVE PRACTICE

According to Mr. Bartholomew, the number of his 
clients who choose collaborative divorce has grown 
significantly in recent years. In addition to the local 
Sacramento Collaborative Divorce Group and 
Collaborative Divorce California, an International 
Academy of Collaborative Professionals has formed 
as well.

In California, collaborative practice is also expanding 
its application beyond collaborative divorce; a similar 
approach has been developed for collaborative trusts 
and estate solutions. When applied to estate planning, 
the approach is analogous to that of collaborative 
divorce: a collaborative team is formed to focus on 
solutions that incorporate preferences of all parties.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Superior Court of California, County of Sacramento 
https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/family/divorce.aspx 

Bartholomew & Wasznicky, LLP 
https://www.divorcewithrespect.com/california-divorce/
collaborative-divorce-services/

Sacramento Collaborative Divorce Group 
https://sacramentocollaborativedivorce.com/ 

Collaborative Divorce California website -  
https://collaborativedivorcecalifornia.com/ 

International Academy of Collaborative Professionals 
https://www.collaborativepractice.com/

DIV----ORCE
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Benjamin Franklin once famously said, “Those who 
would give up essential liberty to purchase a little 
temporary safety, deserve neither liberty nor safety.” 
Accurate. The cornerstone of American democracy 
has always been our unwavering opposition to 
government tyranny. As Americans, we believe 
in our constitutional guarantees, the fundamental 
rights and civil liberties enshrined therein. However, 
recent events beg the question: do we still believe in  
those guarantees? 

Over the last two years, we have witnessed an 
unprecedented assault on our civil liberties in the 
form of mandatory vaccine requirements, stay-at-
home orders, limits on gathering in places of worship, 
requirements to show proof of vaccination to attend 
an event or visit an establishment, etc. The threat 
posed by COVID-19 allowed our leaders to limit  
our right to freedom of association, privacy and 
personal autonomy, free exercise of religion – one 
may theorize ad infinitum. 

Surely, the threat posed by COVID-19 is not one to 
be taken lightly. At the time this article was written, 
the United States has suffered over 974,000 deaths1 
as a result. On the other hand, the American Medical 
Association provides that informed consent and 
shared decision making is a core ethics principle2 

in medical practice. Nonetheless, we have been 
pressured, in some instances forced, to undergo an 
unwanted medical procedure. Where does it end? 
Which rights are we willing to forego? Which are we 
willing to compromise? 

In two of the more recent United States Supreme 
Court precedents, the Court undertook the issue of 
vaccine mandates issued by federal agencies. In 
Nat’l Fed’n of Indep. Bus. v. DOL, OSHA (2022) 142 
U.S. 661, the Court reviewed the constitutionality of 
a vaccine mandate implemented by the Secretary of 
Labor, acting through the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration. 

The law required roughly 84 million Americans to 
submit to mandatory vaccination. The Court issued 
a stay to the mandate, concluding that OSHA had 
exceeded its statutory authority: “The Act empowers 
the Secretary to set workplace safety standards, 
not broad public health measures.” (Id. at p. 665.)  
As Justice Gorsuch points out in his concurring 
opinion, the authority to impose wider public health 
measures is limited: 

“The federal government’s powers, however, 
are not general but limited and divided. Not 
only must the federal government properly 
invoke a constitutionally enumerated source of 
authority to regulate in this area or any other. It 
must also act consistently with the Constitution’s 
separation of powers. And when it comes to that 
obligation, this Court has established at least 
one firm rule: ‘We expect Congress to speak 
clearly’ if it wishes to assign to an executive 
agency decision ‘of vast economic and political 
significance.’ We sometimes call this the major 
questions doctrine.”

(Nat’l Fed’n of Indep. Bus., supra, 142 U.S. 661, 667.) 
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1https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#cases-deaths-testing-trends
2 https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/ethics/code-medical-ethics-consent-communication-decision-making
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Over the last two years, a number of state legislatures 
issued drastic public health measures and used the 
Court’s precedent in Jacobson to justify their action. 
However, our more modern jurisprudence points out, 
“[T]he Jacobson Court itself specifically noted that 
‘even if based on the acknowledged police powers 
of a state,’ a public-health measure ‘must always 
yield in case of conflict with . . . any right which 
[the Constitution] gives or secures.’” (Agudath Isr. v. 
Cuomo (2d Cir. 2020) 983 F.3d 620, 635.) 

In Roman Catholic Diocese v. Cuomo (2020) 141 
U.S. 63, the Court reviewed a New York law which 
required capacity in places of worship to be limited 
during the pandemic. The challenge was brought on 
first amendment free exercise grounds. In accordance 
with the new law, the number of persons permitted in 
a place of worship was limited based on the COVID 
case count in a particular region. Because the law 
singled out houses of worship, the Court applied a 
strict scrutiny standard of review and found that: 

“Stemming the spread of COVID-19 is 
unquestionably a compelling interest, but it is 
hard to see how the challenged regulations 
can be regarded as ‘narrowly tailored.’ They 
are far more restrictive than any COVID-related 
regulations that have previously come before 
the Court, much tighter than those adopted 
by many other jurisdictions hard-hit by the 
pandemic, and far more severe than has been 
shown to be required to prevent the spread of 
the virus at the applicants’ services.”

(Id. at p. 67.) 

The Court distinguished Roman Catholic Diocese  
from Jacobson. In his concurring opinion, Justice 
Gorsuch explains: 

On the other hand, in Biden v. Missouri (2022) 142 
U.S. 647, the Court addressed the issue of whether 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services had the 
authority to require healthcare workers employed 
by facilities that received Medicare and Medicaid 
funding to be vaccinated. The Court concluded it did 
have such authority. (Id. at p. 650.) In his dissenting 
opinion, Justice Thomas articulates a sentiment shared 
by many Americans, “These cases are not about 
the efficacy or importance of COVID-19 vaccines. 
They are only about whether CMS has the statutory 
authority to force healthcare workers, by coercing 
their employers, to undergo a medical procedure they 
do not want and cannot undo.” (Biden, supra, 142 
U.S. 647, 658.) 

The concept of mandatory vaccination is not a new 
policy. In 1902, faced with an outbreak of smallpox, 
the state of Massachusetts empowered the board 
of health of individual cities and towns to enforce 
mandatory vaccine policies for adults over the age 
of twenty-one if the municipality deemed it was 
necessary for the public health or safety of the 
community. Adults who refused were subject to a 
five dollar fine.  In Jacobson v. Massachusetts (1905) 
197 U.S. 11, the law was challenged on due process 
grounds. The Supreme Court deemed the statute to be 
a proper use of the state’s police power:

“[T]he liberty secured by the Constitution of 
the United States to every person within its 
jurisdiction does not import an absolute right 
in each person to be, at all times and in all 
circumstances, wholly freed from restraint. There 
are manifold restraints to which every person is 
necessarily subject for the common good.” 

(Id. at p. 26.)
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“Jacobson hardly supports cutting the 
Constitution loose during a pandemic. That 
decision involved an entirely different mode 
of analysis, an entirely different right, and an 
entirely different kind of restriction. Start with 
the mode of analysis. Although Jacobson pre-
dated the modern tiers of scrutiny, this Court 
essentially applied rational basis review to 
Henning Jacobson’s challenge to a state law 
that, in light of an ongoing smallpox pandemic, 
required individuals to take a vaccine, pay a 
$5 fine, or establish that they qualified for an 
exemption. Rational basis review is the test this 
Court normally applies to Fourteenth Amendment 
challenges, so long as they do not involve 
suspect classifications based on race or some 
other ground, or a claim of fundamental right. 
Put differently, Jacobson didn’t seek to depart 
from normal legal rules during a pandemic, and 
it supplies no precedent for doing so. Instead, 
Jacobson applied what would become the 
traditional legal test associated with the right at 
issue—exactly what the Court does today. Here, 
that means strict scrutiny: The First Amendment 
traditionally requires a State to treat religious 
exercises at least as well as comparable secular 
activities unless it can meet the demands of strict 
scrutiny—showing it has employed the most 
narrowly tailored means available to satisfy a 
compelling state interest.”

(Roman Catholic Diocese, supra, 141 U.S. 63, 70.) 

It appears, at least in the context of a well-identified 
constitutional right, not all hope is lost amid a 
pandemic. Although there may not be an implied 
right to privacy and bodily autonomy in the face of an 
invasive medical procedure, at least the precedent is 
clear that the government may not implement laws of 
their choosing in the name of public health. Although 
I am not personally against vaccines, the last two 
years have certainly provided us with an intriguing 
social commentary on how far the government will go 
provided we allow them to.  

NOT  
ALL  
HOPE  
IS LOST

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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None of the current SBA Executive Officers have any 
event planning experience. Naturally, we were not 
quite sure where to begin with planning an event the 
magnitude of the Barristers’ Ball. We began where 
it seemed most logical—selecting a venue. While 
most of my peers were focused on getting into the 
groove of the 3L year, I was communicating with and 
visiting different venues. There were several different 
factors to weigh in selecting our venue. Obviously, 
we were constrained by a budget but we also had 
to consider the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the 
number of anticipated guests, and the amenities 
offered by the venue. Another source of conflict were 
the competing ideas each SBA Executive Officer had 
for the event. After much debate, compromise, and 
concessions, the SBA had selected its venue—the 
Pavilion at Haggin Oaks Golf Complex. The Pavilion 
checked many of the SBA’s boxes. As a combined 
indoor-outdoor venue, it would allow the greatest 
comfort for the greatest number of people in light of 
the ongoing pandemic. The venue also offered in-
house catering,bartender and staff to not only serve 
during the event, but also to manage the setup and 
teardown of the event. It also helped that the venue 
was well-within our budget. In December of 2021, we 
signed a contract with the venue and moved forward 
with planning the Barristers’ Ball for March 19, 2022. 

Securing the venue was the first step but it certainly 
was not the last. Once the venue was selected, the 
SBA turned its attention to the finer details of the 
event. My personal project was securing the décor 
for the event. I had a vision for our centerpieces—I 
wanted us to have a set of scales with tealight candles 
sitting atop a couple of legal volumes at each table. 
Unfortunately, this idea was easier to formulate than it 
was to execute. Despite working in a law library and 
attending a law school, I had a hard time securing 
free or low-cost law books to use in the centerpieces. 
Dean Yeroshek was able to secure 20 books for the 
SBA but this would leave us with just one legal volume 
per table. I was able to find some legal books at 
auction—starting bid was $20 for 500 out-of-date 
United States Annotated Code volumes. I won the 
auction and—with my fiancée in tow—traveled to 
San Francisco to pick up the volumes. Ultimately, we 
were only able to transport approximately 150 books 
in our small sedan. Thankfully this was more than 
enough for the centerpieces at the Barristers’ Ball. The 
other components did not require as much legwork 
to secure—just needed to research, find best prices, 
place the order and wait for them to arrive. 

The other SBA executive officers focused on securing 
other components of the event—a DJ, a photographer, 
a backdrop for photos, and dessert. As a group, 
the SBA voted on our food and drink menu. On the 
morning of the Barristers’ Ball, we all met up at the 
venue early in the morning to set up our centerpieces 
and coordinate with the venue’s staff regarding the 
buffet, the bar, and our DJ area. After we finished 
setting up, we all went our separate ways to prepare 
for the event. The majority of the SBA arrived prior 
to the 6:30 p.m. event start time to welcome guests. 
Although only two people were assigned to check in 
guests, the majority of the SBA stood near the check-
in table to greet people as they entered. 

All in all, it is amazing what the SBA was able to 
put together for the Barristers’ Ball. We were able to 
overcome multiple obstacles to host an event where 
we were able to see our peers, our professors and 
partners in person after nearly two years of remote 
instruction. Every bit of work and effort was worth it 
to see everyone’s beautiful faces having a ball at the 
2022 Barristers’ Ball. 

During my 1L year at Lincoln, one of the things I was 
most looking forward to was the Barristers’ Ball. The 
Barristers’ Ball was explained to me as “law school 
prom”—a night of dancing, dining, and drinking with 
your law school peers, professors and their partners. 
Once the Student Bar Association announced ticket 
sales, I was among the first to purchase tickets and 
reserve my spot in the celebration. I remember 
murmurings at the time of some illness that was making 
its way through China and Europe. Shortly after, the 
COVID-19 pandemic erupted in the United States, of 
the many ramifications, one very minor consequence 
was the cancellation of the 2020 Barristers’ Ball and  
in-person classes at Lincoln. 

I finished out my 1L Spring Semester on Zoom. The 
summer session after 1L was similarly online. The 
entirety of my 2L year and following summer was 
also completed remotely (in what lovingly became 
referred to as “Zoom School of Law”).

When in-person instruction finally resumed at the 
outset of my 3L year, I had been elected Vice President 
of the Student Bar Association (SBA). One of the 
SBA’s biggest goals was bringing The Barristers’ Ball 
back. This goal was not easy to accomplish. Since 
the past two years had been “lost” to the pandemic 
and the pandemonium caused by remote instruction, 
the current SBA did not have the benefit of looking to 
the efforts of the past SBA. We basically had to start 
over from scratch. 
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HAVING A BALL
   
THE FIRST 
BARRISTERS’ 
BALL SINCE THE 
PANDEMIC
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ABOUT PROFESSOR  
STEVE GRIPPI 
(On-Site Program)

Professor Grippi graduated from LLS and was admitted 
to practice in California State and Federal Courts in 
1986. He has been a faculty member teaching the 
Introduction to Legal Studies on-site course since 
1987. After 32 years in the District Attorney’s Office, 
the last 8 or so as the Chief Deputy, Professor Grippi 
retired last year. Currently, Professor Grippi is on a 
self-imposed time out, working on the next great thing. 

ABOUT PROFESSOR  
JAMIE MAUHAY 
(Hybrid Program)

Professor Mauhay graduated from LLS and was 
admitted to practice in California State in 2019. Upon 
her admission to the California Bar, she became a 
legal writing teaching aide at LLS, and this year is 
her first time teaching her own Introduction to Legal 
Studies class in the newly introduced hybrid pathway. 
Professor Mauhay is an attorney with Kershaw, Cook 
& Talley, a civil litigation firm specializing in complex 
litigation including class action and mass torts 
lawsuits. She also serves on the Board of Directors for 
Women Lawyers of Sacramento.

2. WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE 
PART OF TEACHING AT LLS?

PROF. GRIPPI: Easy one here: the students. Rob 
Gold (Crim Law) and I started teaching the legal 
writing course in 1987. We were study partners and 
friends. As students, we spent many hours working 
on various approaches to successful exam-taking.  
I have made no secret of the fact that if we were to 
be compared to the dynamic duo, Rob was Batman 
to my Robin. He was a particularly talented student. 
Still, we developed some ideas together that helped 
us through the experience and wanted to share 
them with others. I went on to teach other courses 
such as Civil Procedure and Agency. For the past 
many years, I have had the great fortune to teach 
the Intro. course and wouldn’t trade it for anything. 
Now, it’s the students who inspire me; the students 
who invigorate and energize me. It’s so rewarding to 
see them progress during our course and even more, 
to see them accept that diploma from the Dean on 
graduation day.

PROF. MAUHAY: The community. When I first started 
law school, I told myself, “I’m here for my JD, not to 
make friends!” I laugh about it now because not only 
did I make friends and connections that will last a 
lifetime, I married my study partner, our study group 
was part of our wedding party, and the former Dean 
(Jim Schiavenza) performed our ceremony. The staff 
and faculty are so invested in their students’ success 
and personal lives. I’ve never seen anything like it. 
And now, as a faculty member, I am experiencing the 
same warmth and support from colleagues and the 
administration. I also see this with students who help 
one another beyond just law school- they’re there for 
one another mentally and emotionally. The sense of 
community at LLS is incredible. 

1. WHY DID YOU DECIDE TO 
BECOME A LAW PROFESSOR 
AND WHY AT LLS?

PROF. GRIPPI: I decided to go to law school, in 
part, because of two undergraduate professors 
who sparked my interest. Both were lawyers. The 
subject matter was interesting, but it was their style 
of teaching, passion for the law, and energetic 
presentation that motivated me. At Lincoln, my 
professors took those characteristics to another level 
altogether. Victor Bertolani (Torts), Rick Frank (Civil 
Procedure and Environmental Law) and Ken Peterson 
(Evidence) were particularly inspiring. I guess I just 
aspired to reach their level of understanding and 
dynamic presentation skills. I am not sure I ever did 
- they set the bar very high - but it’s still a work in 
progress. Why Lincoln? Where else would I teach? 
The school did for me what it continues to do for 
our current students. It gave me a chance to make 
something of myself in this short life we live and help 
others along the way. 

PROF. MAUHAY: I’ve always had a passion for 
teaching. In fact, I actually had plans on becoming 
a teacher when I graduated high school. I knew I 
wanted to revisit that goal eventually and found ways 
to teach when I was going through law school. I 
started tutoring first-year students in my third year of 
law school. During that time, I was also asked by 
Steve Grippi to be a teaching aide for his Introduction 
to Legal Skills Class. It was a great experience and 
I enjoyed working with students who were getting 
ready to go to law school. After I graduated, I became 
a Legal Writing Reader, which reinforced my passion 
for teaching even more. When I had the opportunity 
to apply for the hybrid Introduction to Legal Studies 
professor position, it was a no-brainer for me. Taking 
Steve’s class was one of the best decisions I made 
in terms of preparing for law school, and I really 
enjoyed being his TA for three years. 

INTRODUCTION  
TO LEGAL STUDIES:  
On-site vs. Hybrid
B y  K r i s t i n a  P e h u r,  C l a s s  o f  2 0 23

As of Fall 2022, Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 
(LLS) will be offering a Juris Doctor degree through 
two different pathways; the more traditional,  
well-known, on-site pathway, and the new and unique 
hybrid pathway. 

The hybrid program had its debut this spring, with 
the 1L elective course, Introduction to Legal Studies, 
alongside its on-site equivalent. What is the difference 
between the two, you might ask? I interviewed 
professors for both courses to answer this question, 
and more. 

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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4. WHAT IS THE BEST 
FEEDBACK YOU HAVE 
RECEIVED IN YOUR COURSE? 

PROF. GRIPPI: It’s a tie. 

“All the things you told us were going to happen 
in the first year were true”; and “You told us not to 
expect ‘A’ grades in law school. That motivated me so 
much that every time I received a grade of ‘A’ over the 
next four years, I sent you an email pointing it out.” 
(Thanks Jaimie.)

PROF. MAUHAY: This is embarrassing, I can’t 
believe I even said this! 

Well, my course is still on-going and it’s the first time 
I’ve taught it, so I guess the jury is still out. I can 
only hope I don’t have a know-it-all student who says 
something along the lines of what I told Steve!

3. WHY DO YOU THINK 
YOUR CLASS IS HELPFUL IN 
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR 
THEIR FIRST YEAR OF LAW 
SCHOOL AT LLS?

PROF. GRIPPI: The objective is to uncover the 
mystery and diminish the intimidation factor of the 
first year of law school. These are real impediments 
to success. Books have been written and movies 
made about it. In addition, and to their credit, Lincoln 
students tend to have a great deal of “life” going 
on around them – jobs, family, significant others, 
and multiple obligations outside of the study of law. 
We don’t admit applicants who are not capable of 
succeeding but often these outside factors present the 
biggest challenge to advancement and graduation. 
This little course can hopefully provide a window 
into what they have ahead of them and a little bit of 
running start for the first-year experience. 

PROF. MAUHAY: I couldn’t say it any better than 
what Steve said, so I won’t even try! What I will say 
is that I hear colleagues and current students who 
attended other law schools say, time and time again, 
that they wish they had a class like this at the law 
school they went to. 

6. HOW MUCH TIME ON 
AVERAGE SHOULD STUDENTS 
ALLOCATE WEEKLY TO DO 
WELL IN YOUR CLASS

PROF. GRIPPI: That’s a difficult question for me to 
answer. As I tell my students, the best answer in a 
pinch is “it depends”. The course is very hands-on. 
Still, as you know, the study of law is a rather unique 
learning experience. Certainly, we are teaching 
the substantive legal tenets associated with each 
course. However, if we step back and truly view the 
big picture of this style of education, we see that 
ultimately, we are teaching students how to teach 
themselves. So, I think the timeline will vary for each 
individual. Whatever it takes to be prepared.

PROF. MAUHAY: The hybrid course is structured 
differently, and each week there is assigned reading, 
and three assignments which correspond to the 
reading that must be completed by a certain time to 
get full credit. The assignments are substantial. Like 
Steve, I will say it depends on the student.

5. IS THE FINAL EXAM IN YOUR 
CLASS SIMILAR TO WHAT 
STUDENTS WILL SEE IN THEIR 
FIRST-YEAR COURSES AT LLS?

PROF. GRIPPI: I try to make it as realistic and 
challenging as possible, bearing in mind that the 
students have only been studying the law for about 
10 weeks by the time our final exam rolls around. The 
final is identical to first-year courses in format and 
presentation. It is a hypothetical fact-pattern with a 
typical law school question at the end, strictly timed 
and administered in the same manner. The biggest 
difference is that we test on only two relatively narrow 
subjects rather than multiple subjects typical of first-
year courses. In addition, there’s a little bit more 
emphasis (and credit) on use of the IRAC format 
itself since that is one of the stated student learning 
outcomes for the course.

PROF. MAUHAY: Absolutely.

On-site  
vs. Hybrid

 Q 
&A

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N 2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2
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INTRODUCTION TO LEGAL STUDIES: SIDE BY SIDE COMPARISON*

ON-SITE  
PROGRAM

HYBRID  
PROGRAM

ATTENDANCE • February through mid-April

• On-site, 10 weeks

• Tuesdays 6:30-9:15 PM

• February through mid-April

• Primarily online, 10 weeks,asynchronous

• Two on-site 3-hour meetings  
(usually on Saturdays 9:00 AM-1:00 PM)

GRADING • Participation/Assignments – 10%

• Midterm Exam – 10%

• Final Exam – 80%

• Weekly Assignments – 20%

• Midterm Exam – 15%

• Final Exam – 65%

EXAMS • On-site with set day and time • Remote but with set day and time

REQUIRED 
TEXTBOOKS

• What Every Law Student Really 
Needs to Know – An Introduction 
to the Study of Law by T. George 
and S. Sherry, Aspen Publishing

• Introduction to Law by B. Walston-  
Dunham, Cengage

• How to Write Law Exams: IRAC Perfected 
by S.I. Strong, West Academic

METHOD OF 
INSTRUCTION

• Modified Socratic Method: 
a certain amount of lecture 
integrated with significant  
in-class student participation

• Students’ active participation in the 
online assignments, mainly in the form  
of discussions, 3-4 times per week

• Holistic feedback on students’  
discussions, usually through 
announcements or emails 

*This information is subject to change at professors’ discretion.

9. WHAT ARE SOME COMMON 
MISTAKES OR MISSTEPS YOU 
SEE YOUR STUDENTS MAKE?

PROF. GRIPPI: I guess the two most common 
mistakes are 1) failing to know with great precision 
the so-called rules or definitions being tested; and 2) 
attacking the answer in an unorganized manner. The 
timed nature of law exams does not leave room for 
fumbling around with the pertinent legal rules – what 
we call in my class the “applicable law”. You just 
have to know them cold. That’s like showing up to 
a baseball game without your glove and bat. You 
may want to play and may even be very capable, but 
we’ll never know. In addition, students must present 
a logical and organized approach to their answers. 
Organization shows knowledge. Save the creativity 
for other endeavors. Stick to I.R.A.C.!

PROF. MAUHAY: Being conclusory with their 
essays. Not providing enough analysis and assuming 
that the reader can draw the conclusion with just 
the facts as presented. I also agree with Steve in 
organization- I can’t stress the importance of using 
IRAC and organizing an essay. Some students can 
get away with not doing this throughout law school, 
and by the time they take the Bar Exam, have a 
difficult time learning how to write in the streamlined 
IRAC way that the Bar Exam calls for. I always tell my 
students that a Bar Grader spends an average of 90 
SECONDS reading an exam. You don’t want to run 
the risk of having them discard your essay because 
it’s not organized and in IRAC structure.

10. WHAT ARE SOME WAYS 
THAT STUDENTS CAN 
SUCCEED AND STAND OUT IN 
LAW SCHOOL CLASSES?

PROF. GRIPPI: The short answer is “be prepared 
and participate”.

PROF. MAUHAY: Show up and put in the work.

7. HOW HAS THE NEW HYBRID 
PATHWAY CHANGED HOW 
YOU DO THINGS IN THE 
CLASSROOM?

PROF. GRIPPI: I don’t think I have a complete 
answer to that yet. It certainly has forced me to 
evaluate my own teaching objectives and techniques. 
Many of our professors are already implementing 
creative and interactive teaching methods. The hybrid 
program seems to lean heavily in that direction, so  
it provides an opportunity to collaborate and grow 
as educators.

PROF. MAUHAY: As I stated before, the hybrid 
class requires weekly assignments from students. This 
changed the entire way I was used to law school, 
where there weren’t any assignments outside of the 
reading that we were assigned each week. The 
Director of Curriculum, LeeAnn Stone, myself, and 
Dean Yeroshek had to create weekly assignments 
which thoughtfully and purposefully engage students 
each week in a substantial and meaningful way to 
assess their knowledge of each subject.

8. IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT 
SEPARATES AN A ESSAY 
ANSWER FROM AN A-/B+ 
ESSAY ANSWER?

PROF. GRIPPI: : It depends.

PROF. MAUHAY: Spoken like a true lawyer, Steve! 
But it really does depend. Globally, I would say an 
“A” essay is organized, thorough, has a command of 
the IRAC structure, has excellent analysis (i.e.: arguing 
both sides when it calls for it), and recognizes either 
all or 90% of the issues.

2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2

All in all, both pathways seem 
equally attractive and both 
have pros and cons. Ultimately, 
the choice is yours. However, 
whatever you decide, you cannot 
go wrong with choosing Lincoln!



35  36

2 0 2 1  2 0 2 2

I was born and raised in Los Angeles in the late 
50’s, early 60’s. I lived a charmed life - Disneyland 
was new, the Dodgers, Lakers, UCLA and USC were 
crushin’ it…(but I’m a Giants, 49ers, and Kings fan 
now). The music industry was headquartered there 
and everything was popping back then. I had a 
very nice childhood with a loving mom and dad and 
three siblings but my parents ended up divorcing. 
Afterward, I moved to Davis with my dad. 

I went to Davis High then on to Humboldt State for 
2 years and graduated from UC Davis. I wanted 
to be a journalist; I was a sports writer for the old 
Sacramento Union but working at the paper for 

four years convinced me it was a dying profession. 
Especially if you wanted to have a family. 

At the crossroads of my life and uncertain of the future, 
my guardian angel blessed me with two foundational 
gifts in 1982 that have continued to support me 
through today. On the very day that Dwight Clark 
caught the pass from Joe Montana, I got married to 
the love of my life whom I fell in love with at first 
sight at Humboldt State. That’s why I consider my wife 
“The Catch.” One day, my wife said, “did you know 
there’s a school of law by the Safeway where we 
shop?” Then later that year I enrolled at Lincoln Law 
School of Sacramento to honor my father who was in 
a coma due to a major heart attack. He wanted to be 
a lawyer when he was young but fate changed his 
course and he became a doctor. 

At the DA’s office there is a usual rotation for new 
attorneys. First in misdemeanors, then juvenile hall 
and so on. The good thing about the DA’s office is 
that there are many special teams and every two 
years or so you got to learn a new specialty. I went 
on to the Domestic Violence Unit, the Career Criminal 
Unit, the Adult Sexual Assault Unit, then Homicide 
(spending 10 years at Major Crimes). Then I became 
the supervisor of the Adult Sexual Assault Unit and 
was there for seven years. After that I became an 
Assistant Chief Deputy.  

Most lawyers don’t ever do a jury trial – I did about 
130. I really enjoyed being a litigator. It was a hard 
life but a good one. Lots of memories and stories. You 
meet victims on the worst days of their life and you 
just try to sacrifice everything you have to give them 
some measure of justice. When it works out, there’s no 
feeling like it. With sexual assault or homicide cases, 
you get very attached to the victims and families. I still 
get together with some victims and family members 
25 years later.  

I was inspired by the professors at Lincoln and grateful 
for what Dean Victor Bertolani and the Smolich 
Family had done for me so I wanted to maintain 
the relationship with the school by teaching. They 
allowed me to come and be a legal writing reader 
and work in various other capacities and ultimately 
teach Criminal Law. I always love returning to the 
school like a swallow returning to Capistrano.

1 .  TELL US A LITTLE ABOUT YOUR LIFE , CAREER, AND TEACHING.

Lincoln, being the school of opportunity it has always 
been, said they’d give me a chance even though 
my LSAT score was lower than the temperatures in 
Minnesota in the winter. There were no lawyers in the 
family although my grandfather had a law degree. 
The school then was just like it is today - “the little 
school that can” as I call it. It was a family. Some of 
my favorite instructors were DAs and really influenced 
me. I decided to intern at the DA’s office in my 3rd 
year and discovered a real spirit to the place. You’re 
working all day, hustling. There were a lot of war 
stories and rich bonds formed with the people I 
worked with. By the time I was a 4L, I knew that’s 
what I wanted to do and I was lucky enough to be 
hired if I passed the bar. LLS has always had a great 
reputation with the DA as well as the Public Defender.

The DA’s office was a great fit for me. As a native 
Californian who lived here my whole life, I always felt 
I had the best client in the world: The People of the 
State of California. It was an honor to serve the People 
and I was always proud to announce in court who I 
was representing. It feels good even now saying it. 
You weren’t beholden to an individual client. As a DA 
you are loyal to justice if you’re doing the job right. 
Do the right thing, for the right reason, all the time. 
“Seek justice, serve justice, do justice” was our office 
motto and my friends at the office genuinely believed 
it. It was very freeing because I never had to feel like 
I had to do anything I ever felt was unjust, wrong or 
that I didn’t believe in.

A  H E A R T  O F

B y  D o n  H u d s o n ,  C l a s s  o f  2 0 23

By now you’ve all heard the impending tragedy slated for the end of the semester. The Lincoln Law School (LLS) 
family is losing a treasured faculty member. Yes – the iconic Professor Rob Gold is retiring. Lincoln’s infamous 
Mongoose is hanging up his hard hat. 

Maybe you don’t remember how great a professor Gold is, or how prolific an attorney he was, or how refreshing 
his class felt amidst a chaotic and intimidating 1L course load. Or perhaps you weren’t lucky enough to have him 
as a professor at all. Well, the best way to explain our beloved Criminal Law guru is in his own words; I certainly 
can’t do it justice.

G R A D U A T I O N   E D I T I O N
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The LLS family and legal community are both saddened to see you leave and equally happy for you to take the next 
steps in your journey with your family. Your humbleness, authenticity, humor, and graciousness are evident in all that 
you do. You’re an inspiration to us all – just like you aspired to be. Thanks for the knowledge, the laughs, and the 
motivation. We all hope you stay in touch and while I can’t speak for everyone, the Mongoose serves as a constant 
reminder to keep pushing. Thank you, Professor Gold.

for pound it was the meanest, toughest animal alive. It 
would rip a black mamba’s head off for fun. I used the 
mongoose to motivate students to work hard. That if 
they thought I was an easy grader because I seemed 
like a nice guy, they would be mistaken. In my view, 
law school students and lawyers have to be fighters 
with that fire burning in their bellies. You are seeking 
to join a noble profession that needs able warriors 
zealously advocating for their clients.  

(Professor Gold lets out one of his infectious chuckles) 

One of my best friends at the DA’s office was a guy, 
who if you looked at him, you might underestimate his 
constitution and courage. Very mild and humble. But 
he was a black belt and the kind of guy that if you 
messed with him “he could pull your heart out and 
show it to you before you died.” He told me one time 
that he identified with a mongoose because pound 

2 .  “TH E MONGOOSE .”  WHAT’ S TH E ORIGI N STORY ? 

Thank You

year students are really engaged and there’s always 
some shining students and real characters I’ll always 
remember. I’m very thankful to the professors I had 
and I’ve tried to make a difference in the same way 
they did by continuing the mission and tradition of 
the school.

I married the woman of my dreams and had the 
career of my dreams. Both have been a blessing 
throughout. We have two wonderful daughters who 
married two great young men and now we have two 
beautiful grandchildren that are our pride and joy. 
As a professor, every year I’ve really loved it. First 

3 .  MOST M EMOR ABLE MOM ENTS OF YOUR LI FE ,  
    CAREER ,  AN D AS A PROFESSOR 

classroom and having the human connection. I come 
from a family of teachers: my dad, mom, wife and 
siblings were all teachers in one form or another. I 
love the practice - the art - of teaching.  

The lectures. Certainly not the grading – that’s a 
grind. I love the energy in class. I don’t like Zoom 
but I know it’s necessary evil. I realize some students 
will prefer it but I’m old school and I like being in the 

4 .  FAVORITE PART OF TEACH I NG?

Current students: survive, advance and grind.

Graduates: your reputation is the most treasured and 
valuable asset you have. This is a very noble and 
honorable profession - you have to be true to it in 
everything you do, all the time. Do the job ethically 
and honorably; nothing personal.

Prospective students: President Lincoln said it best with 
“if you’re resolutely determined to become a lawyer 
then the thing is already half done.” I would only add 
what I told my daughter, “It’s an extremely serious 
undertaking, and the way it is modernly, it’s going to 
be expensive and take years of your life. If you’re not 
committed, don’t do it. Commit to it if that’s what you 
really want to do. 

5 .  ADVICE YOU ’ D GIVE :  PROSPECTIVE LAW STUDENTS ,  
    CURRENT LAW STUDENTS ,  AN D N EW GR ADUATES

6 .  WHAT IS ON E TH I NG YOU WISH YOU ’ D KNOWN  
    EITH ER DURI NG LAW SCHOOL OR WH EN  
   YOU FI RST STARTED AS AN ATTORN EY ?

and it all worked out better than I ever would have 
thought. I’ve been very lucky my whole life. I never 
really planned things out way ahead; that wasn’t me. 
I poured my heart and soul into it and everything 
just worked out. There was a reason I was at each 
place… Humboldt, Lincoln, the DA’s office, but I didn’t 
really know it at the beginning.

Professor Grippi and I were classmates and we were 
talking one time about how it all turned out. We 
started together at Lincoln and stayed together at the 
DA’s office. He said that we didn’t really have a plan 
B when we were in school – we needed to become 
lawyers at that point in our lives for ourselves, our 
wives and our future families. I have no regrets 

7.  WHAT WI LL YOU M ISS MOST ABOUT TEACH I NG? 
    DURI NG LAW SCHOOL OR WH EN YOU FI RST  
    STARTED AS AN ATTORN EY ?

I’ll miss being part of the Lincoln family. I’ll be around 
though… since 1982 I have always lived about five 
miles or less from the school and still do even though 
we’ve moved four times. I’m also a phone call away.

The relationships. Feeling like you’re helping someone 
achieve their dreams, feeling like I played a part in 
that. Judge Peterson used to teach Evidence when I 
was at Lincoln and he was a master. He thoroughly 
prepared me for being a litigator. I remember my first 
question on the Bar was an Evidence question and I 
looked up and said “Thank you, Judge Peterson.” 

8 .  WHAT’ S N EXT FOR TH E MONGOOSE?

that’s work. But it’s very rewarding. And hopefully 
once we get out of COVID days, we’ll be traveling. 

Spend time with family and golf. That’s it. My wife 
and I have been taking care of the grandchildren. 
We’re a nanny service Monday through Thursday so 
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IT IS COMING UP ON YOUR 
FIRST YEAR AS DEAN. HOW 
DOES THAT FEEL?

It is hard to believe that I have been Dean for almost 
a year. I started in June 2021, and time has gone 
by way too fast. It feels like a blur but at the same 
time it feels like I have been here for a very long 
time. I started teaching at Lincoln in 1997 and have 
loved every minute of it. As Dean, I feel I have an 
additional opportunity which, of course, comes with 
additional responsibilities to continue and build upon 
Lincoln’s great legacy of providing excellent legal 
education. During my first few weeks I wrote my “to 
do” list of things I wanted to accomplish in my first 
year and, as is the case with most of my “to do” lists, 
it was too long. Shortly thereafter reality, along with 
the pandemic, required me to change some of the 
priorities on the list. Even though there were a lot of 
unprecedented and sometimes daunting challenges 
due to the pandemic, I can honestly say that I have 
truly enjoyed my first year as Dean and am looking 
forward to next year. 

GIVE ME A LITTLE BIT ABOUT 
YOUR BACKGROUND 
PROFESSIONALLY AND WITH 
LINCOLN LAW?

My interest in law started when I was about ten years 
old. My father, who was working at a restaurant 
as a janitor, injured himself on the job. Because he 
spoke little English I acted as his translator when 
meeting with his workers compensation attorney. 
That experience revealed to me a grave injustice in 
the legal system for those who do not speak English 
and I felt a call to action. In high school I established 
a Social Justice Center where members of the local 
community could have easy access to legal services 
provided by volunteer attorneys. Following high 
school I attended UC Santa Barbara. I spent three 
years there and transferred my final year to UC Davis 
following my marriage to my best friend and the 
love of my life. After graduating from Davis with my 
degree in Political Science, I attended UC Davis, King 
Hall School of Law. 

and still work doing something I enjoyed. My children 
grew up and it was time for me to refocus on my 
career again and in 2009, I became the first legal 
counsel for the California Mental Health Services 
Oversight and Accountability Commission. After 
almost 13 years I retired as Chief Counsel from the 
Commission to be the Dean here at Lincoln.

The greatest lesson I learned throughout my career 
and advice I give to those going into the legal 
profession is …Do what makes you happy and be true 
to yourself. Litigation isn’t for everyone and there are 
many rewarding alternatives in the legal profession.

WHAT’S YOUR FAVORITE PART 
OF THE JOB?

Hands down, my absolute favorite part of the job 
is my interactions with the students. Meeting with 
the students, talking about ideas, challenges and 
truly getting to know them. It keeps me going. I miss 
students being on campus and dropping by my office. 
My door is always open even during a pandemic. 
Students energize me. I love talking with students 
about their classes and how their studying is going 
and what is working and what’s not working. I feel 
privileged to be a part of a student’s journey through 
law school and celebrate their successes. 

THE  
DEAN

Q&A 

I graduated from King Hall and passed the Bar in 
1986. It is hard to believe I have been practicing 
law for 36 years. My goal upon graduation was to 
work for Legal Services of Northern California, which 
provides free legal services to low-income residents. 
Due to lack of government funding, there were no 
jobs available in the legal aid field. A friend from 
law school told me about an opening in the firm he 
worked at so I followed the lead. That lead with a 
Sacramento legal malpractice defense firm changed 
my entire legal career. Defending attorneys had not 
been on my list of things to do but I am so thankful 
that I took that job because that job is what eventually 
led me to Lincoln. 

When Lincoln was looking for a professor to teach 
the Professional Responsibility course to 1Ls, my 
background in legal malpractice gave me the 
knowledge and legal background to teach the 
course. About ten years ago, Lincoln decided to add 
the Advanced Professional Responsibility course for 
4Ls and asked me to teach it. 

When my first child was born I left the litigation firm 
and worked doing legislative intent research for 
attorneys throughout the United States helping them 
with their statutory interpretation of California and 
Federal laws. I never regretted leaving litigation and 
taking the pay cut because it allowed me to spend 
quality time with my family. I was able to attend my 
sons’ school events, sports games, go on field trips 

DEAN  
FILOMENA 
YEROSHEK 
INTERVIEW
B y  K i m  S h i p p ,  C l a s s  o f  2 0 23
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*This information is subject to change at professors’ discretion.

WHAT DID YOU WANT TO 
ACCOMPLISH THAT HAS YET 
TO COME TO FRUITION?

One of my goals was to create more electives and we 
just haven’t quite made that happen yet. We did add 
an exciting new one-unit elective, California Direct 
Democracy, taught in March. We will continue to 
work on giving our students more elective options. I 
am also working toward creating more awareness of 
the importance of mental health and wellness. 

WHAT WOULD YOU 
DEFINE AS YOUR BIGGEST 
ACHIEVEMENT THIS PAST 
YEAR? PROFESSIONALLY OR 
OTHERWISE?

I’ll go with “otherwise”…my husband, who is the love 
of my life and my best friend, and I will celebrate 
our 41st wedding anniversary in August. Together 
we raised two wonderful sons who have grown into 
loving, hard working, and caring men whom I love 
and am very proud of.

WERE THERE ANY 
 LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES  
TO OVERCOME? HOW ARE/
WILL YOU ADDRESS THEM?

Lincoln is accredited by two different organizations, 
the State Bar of California and WASC and each 
have their own regulations, rules, and guidelines. 
Navigating through the often inconsistent and unclear 
rules definitely provided learning opportunities 
for me. I am fortunate that Lincoln has a great 
administrative team that is very knowledgeable and 
has been dealing with these rules for years. Together 
we researched, analyzed, and developed a way to 
address the requirements as necessary. 

WHAT WAS THE MOST 

WHAT HAVE YOU 
ACCOMPLISHED IN YOUR 
FIRST YEAR AS THE DEAN OF 
LINCOLN LAW SCHOOL?

I had two main goals on my long first year “to do” list. 
The first goal was to establish the Student Resource 
Center (SRC), which officially opened in October 
2021. We hired Aparna Agnihotri as the Director of 
the SRC. She has a special way of connecting with 
students and has done an amazing job providing 
academic support to Lincoln students. The second 
goal was to obtain approval from the State Bar and 
WASC for the hybrid pathway courses. The talented 
and very knowledgeable school administration team, 
including Professor Schiavenza when he was Dean 
had been working on all the required documentation 
for six months prior to my coming along. It was 
exciting to be part of the team to finalize the approval 
process and take it to the finish line. Once approval 
was granted we entered the next phase of the hybrid 
pathway courses - working with the professors and 
Dr. LeeAnn Stone, Director Institutional Research, 
Curriculum and Assessment to develop the courses. 
In February, Lincoln offered the first hybrid pathway 
course, Introduction to Legal Studies. The next hybrid 
pathway course, Laws and the Judicial System of 
the United States, will be offered in June and in the  
Fall, Torts, Contracts, Criminal Law, and Legal Writing 
will be offered. 

The blended classroom experience is something I 
am proud of as well. I am not sure I would call it 
an “accomplishment” per se but it is something that 
showcases Lincoln’s phenomenal and dedicated 
faculty and administrative team. They worked tirelessly 
to make that work. It was not easy and there were 
several technical challenges but the faculty, staff and 
students were willing and able to pivot from remote 
to in-person and in-person to remote instruction with 
short notice. I am very proud of how everyone was 
flexible and stayed focused on why we are all here - 
for a legal education.

IF YOU COULD END THIS YEAR 
WITH ONE PHRASE OR WORD, 
WHAT WOULD IT BE AND WHY?

My mantra this year has been to be flexible, and to be 
patient. It is important to think through things and not 
jump to conclusions about people or situations. Take 
time to listen to the other person’s perspective and 
together figure out the best way to get the work done. 

WHAT IS A MEMORY FROM THE 
PAST YEAR YOU WILL CARRY 
WITH YOU FOREVER?

The first memory that comes to mind is my first night 
of orientation in the Fall as Dean. We were almost 
100% in person and seeing all of the brand-new law 
students, their energy and excitement was contagious. 
I thought, wow, this class of 2025 will be the first 
group of students that as Dean, I will be part of their 
journey through all 4 years. 

DIFFICULT OBSTACLE TO 
OVERCOME?

The Pandemic and its impact on learning was the 
most difficult obstacle this year. It was so important to  
me and to the school that we balance safety and public 
health with academics. I wanted to be flexible while 
being aware of regulatory limitations. For example, 
the school had to get authority from the State Bar 
and WASC to conduct remote classes. It was difficult 
to coordinate the blended classes with some students 
attending in person and others attending remotely. 
We had to deal with unexpected technical challenges 
with microphones and Wi-Fi and am thankful for 
students and faculty being patient during those  
times. We need to increase our communication to the 
school community so there is a better understanding 
of the rationale for certain decisions. It is important 
to me that people feel respected and heard. We may 
not always agree on the decisions that are being 
made but we can show respect and listen to each 
other’s perspective. 

I took the pandemic as an opportunity to hear the 
concerns of students, faculty, and staff and to be as 
flexible as possible. We continue to try to provide 
reassurance that everybody is doing the best they can 
under the circumstances despite the unknowns.

THE  
DEAN

Q&A 
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VALEDICTORIAN

2022
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Dear Class of 2022,

It feels like yesterday that we were sitting in our 1L classes, collectively eager to start our 
law school journey, anxious to find out what we are capable of and excited to embark on 
this new career path. Now we are at the end of law school, we discovered that we are 
capable of doing just about anything and are excited to start our new careers. I encourage 
all of us to take a moment to reflect on the magnitude of this experience.

I am guessing that the decision to go to law school was not an easy decision for any of us 
to make. Most of us have partners, spouses, children, family, friends and careers that we 
have had to delicately balance over the last four years. I have come to realize though that 
this decision was the largest investment that I could have made in all of these relationships 
as well as the most important and meaningful investment that I have ever made in myself. I 
applaud all of us for taking the leap and enrolling in law school; only we could make that 
decision and hopefully everyone agrees with me when I say that it was the best decision. 

I am confident that we owe part of this amazing feat of finishing law school to all of the 
supportive people that we have in our lives. In this letter, I want to thank all of the people 
who have helped our class succeed over the past four years. They are the ones who listened 
to us rant about our grades, supported us when we had to spend late nights at the school, 
encouraged us to keep pushing forward and most importantly are still here with us, cheering 
us on as we soon cross the stage and join the ranks of all of the inspiring professionals 
who have come before us. I am sure that I speak for every one of us when I say to them 
sincerely, thank you. 

We have finally made it to the finish line; it has not been easy in any sense of the word and 
has required perseverance, dedication and sacrifice. We made lifelong friends along the 
way, learned about subjects that we never knew existed before law school, and discovered 
that we can achieve any goal. We have inspired and taught each other through the lens 
of our own, unique experiences and passion for the law. Hopefully, we will be able to 
practice law with a more diverse perspective because of our experience together at Lincoln. 

To quote Sir Francis Bacon, “knowledge is power.” Through our study of the law, we see 
the world now in a more complex light, which gives us unique insight into its workings. As 
future attorneys, we hold the power to influence our community, to work to enforce and 
change laws, and in turn impact lives. We hold the power to make change in our society 
as well as foster unity. I am truly excited to see how we all thrive in this profession, how 
we develop as professionals, find our footing in this complex world of the law, and most 
importantly, positively impact our community and those around us. 

With most sincere respect and gratitude,

Laura
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ALIX BRUNO 

“Four years will go by no matter what” 

That phrase is what finally convinced me to start law 
school. After ten years of sluggish contemplation, 
Lincoln took away all the excuses I could think of. 
It was time to get to work. Did the four years go by 
fast? Yes. Was it easy? No. Would I do it all over 
again? Yes, I definitely would. Research shows that 
as people approach the end of their life, more people 
regret things they didn’t do than the things they did. 
I’ll forever be glad to have seen this through. Even 
during challenging times, I knew deep down it was 
meant to be. I have truly enjoyed my time at Lincoln 
and I hope to make this community proud. Although it 
is sad to think our class won’t be in the same place at 
the same time ever again, it is wonderful to know we 
made it and we are off to enjoy other aspects of our 
lives. I know this journey would have been different 
without the support of my husband, family, friends, 
classmates, mentors, and colleagues. I am so grateful 
for their wisdom, patience and, understanding.  

“We educated, privileged lawyers have a professional 
and moral duty to represent the underrepresented in 
our society, to ensure that justice exists for all, both 
legal and economic justice.” – Sonia Sotomayor 

CELENE AMBRIZ

Nadie llega a donde va solo y por lo tanto quisiera 
agradecerle a los que me alentaron para embarcarme 
en esta meta. Empezando con mi madre por cuidarme 
y guiarme desde el cielo. A mi padre por vivir una vida 
de lucha y sacrificio para darnos una vida mejor. A Kika 
por ser como una segunda madre. A mi hermana por 
ser un gran ejemplo que seguir. A Rosario por siempre 
animarme y retarme. Y a Bella que desde chiquita ha 
tenido una valentía admirable. Solo deseo que sepan 
que un logro mío, es logro suyo.

RACHEL ALEXANDER

I remember my first day of law school. I was excited and 
a little nervous. Becoming a lawyer was something I had 
dreamed of as a little girl. Ultimately, I chose a different 
path. When I decided to go to law school, I was met with 
a mixture of admiration, skepticism, and criticism. The 
conversation was “if you finish law school”. Admittedly, 
it was “if” not “when” in my head at first as well. What 
I discovered during this time is that it’s always been 
“when”. There’s nothing particularly special about me. 
What I am, though, is unstoppable. Replacing “but” with 
“and”changed my “if” to “when”. I’ve learned a lot both 
about the law and myself these last four years. There’s 
nothing I cannot do when I make a choice and create 
that possibility for myself.

TERESA ANDERSON 

I am grateful both personally and professionally to have 
had the opportunity to attend Lincoln Law School. I 
appreciate my family, friends, classmates, and all the 
faculty and staff at Lincoln Law School for all the support 
and encouragement along the way. Thank you for a 
GREAT four years and the opportunity of a lifetime!

JEREMY BAIRD

“Halls of justice painted green, money talking
Power wolves beset your door, hear them stalking
Soon you’ll please their appetite they devour
Hammer of justice crushes you, overpower” – Metallica
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MICHAEL BASSETT

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points 
out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer 
of deeds could have done them better. The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, 
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again 
and again, because there is no effort without error 
and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do 
the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; 
who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high 
achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least 
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never 
be with those cold and timid souls who neither know 
victory nor defeat.” – Theodore Roosevelt

To Mom, Dad, Jean and Steven- Thank you for the 
unconditional love and support. To Melissa, Levi and 
Oliver- I did this for you. I love you more than anything 
and you’re my world! Thank you!
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CHRISTINA CRABTREE 

KARENJEET DOSANJH

“Speak your mind, even if your voice shakes”  
– Ruth Bader Ginsburg

Also known as law school briefing. Thank you to Google 
and Quimbee for making law school briefing a little less 
stressful. And thank you to my classmates in 4L and years 
prior for sharing your outlines with me, so that I wouldn’t 
have to write my own!

But seriously, a heartfelt thank you to Professor 
Schiavenza, who during my law school interview, saw 
the potential in me that I didn’t even see in myself. To my 
family, for your constant encouragement during the roller 
coaster ride of emotions after every single midterm and 
final exam, and for listening to my delirious chatter after 
class during 1L when I was on overload. And finally to 
my daughter Nim, for making me feel ridiculously foolish 
for wanting to drop law school before even starting. It’s 
because of you that I faced my fears and went for it.

GABRIELA DURAN 

I would like to first and foremost thank God; I would 
not have made it this far down the road without Him. 
Law School has been an interesting experience, and 
there is one valuable lesson I have learned through this 
experience, life doesn’t get easier, you just get stronger. 

I would also like to thank my parents, which I will do 
so in Spanish. Muchas gracias por apoyarme durante  
todo este tiempo. Yo sé que no ha sido fácil, les 
agradezco mucho por decidir ayudarme cuando decidí 
que quería ser abogada, espero que estén orgullosos 
de mí. ¡Los quiero mucho!

A very big thank you to my siblings as well, Miguel 
and Angie, for always being there when I was super 
stressed and anxious. You both helped me out a lot 
when I needed it most, even if it was just with a simple 
gesture. I appreciate and love you both very much! 

And last, but not least, I would like to thank my friends 
and family who made my life better and brighter. Karla, 
thank you for being so supportive of me, soon enough 
you’ll be graduating from college too and I am very 
proud of you! To my best friend Jarhett, you couldn’t 
have arrived at a better time lol. Alina and Holly, I am 
very glad I got to meet you both and I wish you both 
the best in your endeavors. I love you all!

MANSOUR CHOPAN

Praise be to Allah! I want to thank my wife Neda for 
her love and support throughout the four years of this 
journey, as well as our son Ali for being our most 
precious blessing. Without you two, I don’t know if I 
would be able to make it on my own. I also want to 
thank my mom and dad for their guidance growing 
up and always reminding me that through hard work 
and dedication, anything is possible. 

“So, verily, with every difficulty, there is relief  
Quran (94:5)
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ALINA BULGAKOVA

To my parents – I will never take your sacrifices for 
granted. Thank you for instilling me with values, 
unconditional love, and perseverance.

 MICHAEL BUJOR 

“It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points 
out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer 
of deeds could have done them better. The credit 
belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, 
whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again 
and again, because there is no effort without error 
and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do 
the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; 
who at best knows in the end the triumph of high 
achievement, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least 
fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never 
be with those cold and timid souls who neither know 
victory nor defeat.” 

Citizenship in a Republic by Theodore Roosevelt. The 
Sorbonne. Paris, France. April 23, 1910. 

Special thank you to my mother, Carmen, and my 
grandmother, Letitia. You taught me the value of 
unwavering determination and a steadfast work ethic. 
Without you, I would not be where I am today. I love 
you both dearly. To my classmates, it’s been one hell 
of a ride. Thank you for the comradery, the laughs, 
and the memories I will cherish for the rest of my life.   
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LAURA GALSI  

“There is no magic to achievement. It’s really about hard 
work, choices, and persistence.” – Michelle Obama

I am so grateful for what Lincoln Law School has given 
me; thank you to Professor Schiavenza and Dean 
Yeroshek for your charisma and the inspiration that 
you have bestowed upon me during my law school 
journey. Thank you to the wonderful faculty for sharing 
your knowledge and wisdom and to the administration 
for providing support to the students. I could not have 
chosen a better school; thank you, sincerely. I am forever 
indebted to my husband, Gyorgy, who has provided 
me with financial and emotional support throughout 
the last four years. I love you and promise to give you 
the same in return; thank you for believing in me and 
encouraging me to pursue my dreams! Thank you to 
Sacramento County DCSS, Tara Kugler and the many 
attorneys at the department who have trained me in 
the law of child support. I am forever grateful for what 
you have given me and vow to give future law students 
the same opportunity. 

Lastly, I am so thankful for my best law school partner, 
Ashley, my family, my classmates, my friends, my 
colleagues and every person who has supported me 
throughout this journey. I could not have done this alone; 
thank you for your help, your love, your sacrifices and 
your encouragement. 

ALEXANDRA HERRERA 

“This too shall pass. It may pass like a kidney stone, but 
it will pass.” – Abraham Lincoln

This journey would not have been possible without the 
infinite support of my family. Thank you for shaping me 
into the person that I am and thank you for believing in 
me on the days that I doubted myself. 

I am so grateful to have had this experience and I am also 
grateful that it is coming to an end. This will have been one 
of my greatest accomplishments in life. I can remember 
very clearly arriving at Lincoln Law School for the first 
time and interviewing with (then) Dean Schiavenza. He 
helped foster my confidence and enthusiasm from the 
start and I will forever be grateful to him for that kindness. 
Cheers to stress-filled days shared with great classmates 
who have become friends. Thank you again to everyone 
who helped me get this far.

MATHANIEL HYATT 

VICTORIA GROTEWOHL
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JERESIA EWELL 

“Death is not the greatest loss in life. The greatest loss 
is what dies inside while still alive. Never surrender.” 
– Tupac Shakur

If I told you where my life started, you would probably 
wonder how I made it here. Hope. Prayer. Sacrifice. 
Statistically, I was supposed to be a failure, but failure 
has never been an option for me. I almost gave up on 
my dream of being a lawyer because life just got in 
the way. Even in law school I could see the inequities- 
some students who have, and some who have not. I 
hold gratitude to Lincoln for creating opportunities for 
those who would otherwise be turned away. 

Thank you to my parents for always pushing me to strive 
for excellence. Thank you to my husband for being 
patient and supportive of this journey. Thank you to 
my study group for making this experience palatable. 
And the biggest thank you is to God for creating a 
capacity within me that allowed me to be a student, 
mother, wife, and manager during a pandemic, and 
still make it to my graduation day. Never surrender.

SYDNEY FELIZ 

As I reminisce on my last 4 years of law school, I have 
thought to myself how grateful I am. There were a few 
times that I didn’t know if I could keep going. 

To my mom who has always been my shoulder to 
lean on, quick with the advice, and my rock. Thank 
you! To my dad, thank you for giving me my love of 
reading, encouragement, study habits, and being there 
when I felt like giving up. Thank you! To my step Dad 
Jeremy, I am lucky and grateful to have done this law 
school journey with you. We did it! To my little sister 
Hayden, thank you for keeping me company during 
the late-night study sessions, making sure I ate, and 
being there for me always. Thank you, sissy! Thank 
you to my Grandma Mary for always supporting me, 
I could not have done it without you. Thank you to my 
fiance Eric for staying by my side, supporting me, and 
helping me get through my last year of law school

Thank you to all my family who have supported and 
encouraged me during this journey. To all future 4Ls, 
remember you have come this far. We are all capable 
of achieving our dreams. My advice is to keep going, 
and that this journey will teach you many things about 
yourself and what you are capable of. I end with the 
wise words from Robert Plant of Led Zeppelin. “There’s 
still time to change the road you’re on.”

LINCOLN  
LAW  
SCHOOL 
GRADUATES
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DANIEL MURILLO

BARLEEN NIJJAR 

I remember the first day of 1L and thinking how long 
the next four years are going to be, dreading the long 
journey I was about to embark. However, the past four 
year have flown by in the blink of an eye. Despite these 
years being the most challenging, they have also been 
the most rewarding. I learned so much about not only the 
law but also about myself and all that I can take on and 
accomplish. A huge thank you to my family for putting 
up with me these past four years, for believing in me, 
and for supporting me. Law school is full of long nights, 
followed by even longer days but when you have the 
best family, professors, and friends it’s all manageable.

“Be sure to put your feet in the right place, and then stand 
firm.”– Abraham Lincoln

Congrats class of 2022!

BRIAN PANDO

CATHERINE PENTONEY

My parents met at a Grateful Dead show. So, of law 
school, I guess it’s fitting to say, ‘every silver lining has 
a touch of grey.’ And now, so does my hair.

LAUREN MONIZ

Thank you to my parents, family and friends for the 
support through these 4 years. It has been a difficult 
but amazing journey, and I could not have done it 
without you. 

Some words of wisdom from Steve Campora for those 
of you going into civil law: 

“I didn’t modify the exhibit. I can mark a ham sandwich 
if I want to.”
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ASHLEY MAXWELL  

I want to thank everyone who has helped me through 
my four years of law school. My mom, Debbie, always 
encouraged my inquisitiveness and my ability to “keep 
people honest.” She was my involuntary study partner 
during 1L even though she had no idea what the rules 
were that I was repeating back to her, or why I was 
crying about having to memorize 2-207 verbatim. 
My classmate, Laura Galsi, was my study buddy from 
day one, always supporting me and motivating me 
to do my best. I’m so proud of us for getting through 
this together and not only surviving, but thriving. My 
professors took the time to answer my questions, and 
former Dean Schiavenza really gave me the confidence 
I needed during 1L to know that I was going to be 
just fine with the rest of law school. Lastly, my sister, 
Sam, didn’t actually do much to help me (in fact she 
just rolled her eyes and told me I was crazy when I 
told her I was going to law school), but I’m sure she’s 
proud of me so I’ll give her a shout-out. This time has 
gone by so quickly yet so slowly, and I cannot wait to 
pass the Bar with the rest of my amazing classmates. 
From there, I plan to be an advocate for youth in one 
way or another, and hopefully make the world a little 
better for those who are most vulnerable.

EDWIN MEJIA-COURTADE

JONATHAN LIMARY 

ROSEANNE MCQUITTA 

LISA LIU

Knowing the law opens up a whole new perspective, 
for better or worse! 
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CATRYNA STRASSER

I have had the honor of being taught by truly impressive 
judges and attorneys throughout my four years at Lincoln 
Law. I feel sincere gratitude for the time each of them 
has dedicated to us. Most law schools funnel students 
through quick courses in which every student is directly 
competing against one another. Lincoln is unique. Rather 
than apathy, this school cares so deeply about each of 
us individually and does whatever possible to set us up 
for success. Instead of competition, my classmates have 
been compassionate, uplifting, and sincere.

That said, this has been three hardest, most profoundly 
exhausting eighty-four years of my entire life. I felt actual 
delusion at times. But I’ve learned that I have far more 
mental strength than I ever knew. This grueling marathon 
is one that I could have never completed without my 
people. Special shout out to my girl gang: Elissa, Jeresia, 
and Christina. I literally would not be writing this without 
you three. Can’t wait to make that lawyer money! Extra 
special shout out to my amazing family who has put up 
with me since birth and has truly gone above and beyond 
to support me through this journey. Your unwavering 
confidence in me was more than encouraging – it drove 
me forward. Luke, I’m so lucky to have you. You’ve carried 
me through this thing and I’m so grateful for your love 
and patience. Congratulations to the Class of 2022!  
Let’s show ‘em what we got!

AN TRAN 

CHAI VANG

Thank you is not enough to express my gratitude to 
my wife who has always encouraged and rooted for 
me these last 4 years. Thank you to my children who 
has always been my motivating source of energy. And 
Thank you to my family and friends who have been 
there each step of the way to help me through. This 
degree was earned by all of us.
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CHLOE SAENZ

EMILY PRICE

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed 
by the things you didn’t do than by the ones you did 
do. So throw off the bowlines! Sail away from the safe 
harbor. Catch the trade winds in your sails. Explore. 
Dream. Discover. ” – Mark Twain

On the first day of school we were told to look around 
the room and imagine that half of us would not be there 
at graduation. I knew that this was going to be a test of 
my fortitude, determination and resilience. Sailing out 
of that safe harbor was daunting and yet exhilarating. 
We spent four years working, going to school at night 
and sacrificing so much in the pursuit of this degree. 
What a wild ride it’s been: personally, academically 
and globally so many things have happened.

To my class of 2022, I appreciate the camaraderie 
we’ve shared and I’ll always remember the shared 
relief we felt after finishing each exam. Thank you to 
our wonderful professors and school staff who have 
helped prepare us academically for the ultimate goal 
of passing the Bar! The real test awaits us in July.  
Let’s do this!

To my family and friends: Thank you for always 
believing in me and for cheering me on one exam at 
a time. Thank you for understanding each time I had 
to say “no” because I had to study. Thank you for 
reassuring me every time I doubted if I could do this, 
and reminding me that I could do anything I put my 
mind to. Here’s to the future and making a difference 
in the lives of those around us! 

CHRISTINA M. PRITCHARD  

What a long, strange road it has been. Listen, debate, and 
don’t be afraid to change or adjust your point of view. Law 
school is about growth and understanding that sometimes 
no one is wrong – it’s all about perspective. Thank you 
to all my classmates and professors for debating with me 
and putting up with me. I will be a better lawyer because 
of you and I am already a better human because of you.

LA TASHA RICHARDSON 

Congratulations Class of 2022! I can’t believe that 
our graduating class has completed 4 long years of 
law school. To my grandmother: Thank you for all the 
love and support. No amount of words will be enough 
to tell you how grateful I am. Having you in my life is 
the biggest of blessings! I wish you could see me, you 
would be so proud. I know that you’d be my biggest 
cheerleader. I owe it all to you. To my son: You’ve always 
been the source of my joy. Thank you for being a good 
man. I’m so proud and blessed that I have a son like 
you. Thank you! To my daughters: You are brilliant, 
intelligent, compassionate and simply amazing. Thank 
you ALL for keeping me on my toes. I keep striving to 
improve because of you. To my sister-friends: Sisters are 
best friends, advisors, teachers, and people with whom 
you can talk with about anything. You have heard it, 
seen it and have been right there with me every step 
of the way. I could not have done it without you. To 
my husband: Ever since we met, my life has changed 
into a dream. We have grown, individually and as a 
couple. Thank you for sticking through law school with 
me…Without your love and support none of this would 
be possible.  “Seek patience and passion in equal 
amounts. Patience alone will not build the temple. 
Passion alone will destroy its walls.”– Maya Angelou

ELISSA TUTUPOLY-GRIMALDY
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ESTHER YEUNG WHAMOND

What a ride it has been! Along this journey called 
law school, I met incredible people and made some 
amazing friends. We did it!

First and foremost, all glory and honor to God for 
putting me on this journey and getting me through. 
Everything is possible with God by my side. A very 
special thank you to my husband Matt who has been 
patient, loving and encouraging these past four years. 
An extra special thank you to my son Jacob who was 
my “study coach” and cheered me on every step of 
the way. Congratulations class of 2022!

CONGRATULATIONS  CLASS OF 2022

CHRISTOPHER YOUNG
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