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A LETTER 
FROM ANDY 
SMOLICH 

EDITORS’ 
NOTE 

Dean Schiavenza notified the Board of Directors he intends to retire his position as dean of 
the law school at the end of the academic year. Jim has been an excellent academic leader 
of Lincoln Law School. I would say that he will be missed by faculty, students, and staff; but 
fortunately for us all, he will continue to teach Torts.

I have known Jim since he started teaching Torts in 1985. He was dedicated from the 
beginning. His day job as an Assistant Attorney General often required him to travel. On 
occasion, he would drive 200 miles to make it to his class on time. On other occasions, he 
might have to switch a night with another teacher, but he would not let his class down. I 
offered on occasion to substitute for him to give him a break, but he always refused. He was 
like a mailman, neither sleet nor snow would stop him from his appointed rounds.

Jim’s experience as an Assistant Attorney General in the Civil Division allowed him to share 
practical and interesting aspects of civil law. For many years, his Torts class was held on 
Friday nights. Not a great time to teach, but attendance was always good. There’s a reason 
for that. Often, when I would be in the building on Friday evenings, I would hear the laughter. 
Successful Bar passage results in his subject of Torts confirm the above. His student evaluations, 
I am glad to report, continually expressed the students’ appreciation of Jim’s competency, 
caring attitude, and demeanor.

From 2008 to 2010, I was the dean of the law school. I had been an attorney for 45 years, 
and I did not have the time needed to devote to the school. Fortunately, Jim was nearing 
retirement at the Attorney General’s office. I reached out to Jim, and, luckily for all of us, he 
accepted the position as full-time academic dean.

Jim’s judgement and leadership qualities have been apparent as he has recruited  
outstanding lawyers and judges for open faculty positions. During his tenure as Lincoln Law 
School’s dean, bar passage rates stayed well above the California Accredited Law School’s 
average. In addition, the school obtained WASC regional accreditation, and the school 
responded to COVID-19 without missing a single class. Jim has been an integral part of  
all those accomplishments.

Dean Schiavenza has always made us proud as the representative of Lincoln, hosting 
graduations and public events, outreach, and advice. He will be a hard act to follow. I thank 
Jim and his family for all that he has done for the school and the “Lincoln Family”.

Andy Smolich

The Voir Dire would like to congratulate Lincoln Law School’s Graduating Class of 2021.  
You made history by completing your entire final year of law school during a global epidemic. 
And, although it was made more difficult by virtual classes; self-isolation; and a lack of 
comradery, remember that your first three years marked the beginnings of new friendships 
and many wonderful memories to cherish for a lifetime. Cheers to Lincoln’s newest Alum! 

In creating Voir Dire’s 2021 Graduation Edition, the co-editors became acutely aware that 
collaboration was the key to turning the publication’s vision into a reality. We are grateful 
for the contributions of each and every individual who helped create a wonderful tribute to 
what is the essence of Lincoln Law School. Thank you to the authors who allow Voir Dire’s 
readers to sneak a peek inside your world! Thank you to those of you whose picture we will 
not see, but who were instrumental in this edition’s success!

The Voir Dire would also like to give a special thanks to Mr. James Schiavenza. The Dean’s 
penchant for the law and dedication to teaching has been a beacon to thousands of 
Lincoln students over the decades. Thank you, Dean Schiavenza, for sharing your library of 
knowledge with all students of the law.

Rae Beam, Class of 2021 
Kim Shipp, Class of 2023
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Students have always meant the most to me and I look forward to continuing to do what I 
enjoy most – sharing the classroom with bright, enthusiastic, prepared, and engaged (almost 
always) students. Thanks to those graduates who became friends and feel comfortable calling 
me Jim rather than professor or dean. Congratulations to those who have assumed responsible 
positions in state and local government and who have become successful and ethical attorneys. 
Congratulations to all who have bettered themselves and their families as a result of the 
opportunities provided by Lincoln Law School. To those who have invited Ellen and me to their 
weddings and sent holiday cards with photos of their children, thank you.

The most frequent question I’m asked is, “What are you going to do with yourself?” I’m not 
entirely sure but I’m going to find out. I’ll continue teaching Torts and possibly an elective or two. 
Also, on the agenda; travel with my wife, more frequent visits with our daughter in D.C., a little 
more golf and fly fishing with friends, perhaps a puppy, and possibly some cooking lessons. 
The goal is to avoid finding myself sitting on the sofa watching bad television. Frankly, I don’t 
think that will be a problem.

This is my last message to you as dean. It has truly been an honor.

Sincerely, 
Jim

For thirty-seven years I have been associated with Lincoln Law School in a variety of capacities: 
Legal Writing reader, professor, and dean. Everything has a beginning and an end and the 
timing to end this chapter of my life as dean seems about as right as it could be. So now,  
a new beginning for me and my family.

I am grateful for the immensely rewarding experiences I have had at Lincoln. Thanks to Andy 
and Marilyn Smolich who, in 2011, had the confidence to select me to be dean of the school. 
My gratitude also extends to the late Victor Bertolani, the school’s first dean, for hiring me 
in 1984. After all, how could he say “no” to someone of Italian heritage who, like himself, 
earned both undergraduate and law degrees at Santa Clara University.

I am also very grateful to have had the opportunity to work side-by-side with a group of 
school administrators and professors unmatched in their dedication, scholarship, judgment, 
professionalism, and collegiality. No one could ask for a more rewarding experience than 
sharing in the common effort to educate, mentor, advise, and celebrate in the growth of our 
students. The times shared, friendships forged, and incredible successes we have enjoyed 
have been an extraordinary part of my life. You are great friends and I am eternally grateful 
for the opportunity to work with you as we have advanced the school’s goals and aspirations.

IT HAS  
TRULY 
BEEN AN 
HONOR.
3
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M Y  D A D , 

Growing up my dad was always around and very 
involved. He always knew what was going on at 
school, when my sports games were, and when any 
school projects were due. There were definitely times 
when he drove me crazy (as would happen with any 
teenager), but he also taught me a lot of life lessons 
and allowed me to become my own person. “Study 
hard. Make us proud,” is something he would often 
say to me; it’s how he would end every call while I was 
in college. It was his way of saying keep pushing and 
do your best. This continues to resonate with me in 
my professional and (semi) adult life. He was always 
my biggest cheerleader and, without fail, the loudest 
person cheering in the crowd at sporting events. He 
supported my slight act of rebellion when I organized 
a student-led petition in fourth grade on account of 
too much homework. While he still made me do my 
homework, he stood up for me and was even proud. 
I always knew he had my back. He taught me the 
value of putting family first, loyalty to friends, and 
respect for teachers (or when I got older, the boss).

My dad has his quirks and there are certain things 
he will never outgrow. He is the first to admit that he 
struggles with technology. He has two cell phones, 
yet no clue how to forward a picture or text. He prints 
out EVERYTHING and makes extra copies “just in 
case”. He prefers reading a news article in a physical 
newspaper rather than on his phone. He enjoys his 
scotch when he comes home (with just one ice cube). 
But his traditional style of fathering, teaching, and 
working provides so much comfort in a world that is 
always in a rush. I always know, no matter what time 
of the day or what he is doing (if he remembers to 
bring his phone with him), he will stop and listen. He 
has always made time for me. Always picks up that 
phone call. Always answers my texts.

I know he did the same for his students. When I was 
little, my dad would sometimes bring me along for 
Friday night class. It would be late and I would be 
tired and ready to go home, but he would stay after 
and make sure each student’s question was answered. 
While at the time I might not have been too happy 
with his decision to stay late, I now look back on 
these moments with better appreciation. Education 
is extremely important to my dad and he knew 
the sacrifices many of these students were making 
to be at that class, so he made sure to be present  
and available.

The students at Lincoln and I are so fortunate to have 
had my dad as a teacher. Thankfully, the lessons from 
the Dean will continue beyond his retirement from 
Lincoln. I don’t know what my dad will do when he 
stops teaching. I hope that day doesn’t come for a 
while. But as he ends this chapter, I’ll just say… 

You made us proud, Dad.

I have been struggling with what to write about my 
dad and his time as the Dean of Lincoln. Since he 
announced his retirement my focus has been on what 
he is going to do next. After 45+ years working, what 
will he do now that he has his days to himself? “A 
person can only play so much golf.” I often joke when 
I ask him this, but I ask because I care. He loves being 
an educator. He enjoys working with the students, 
faculty, and staff on a daily basis and it shows. When 
a person is so fulfilled by their work, it is strange to 
think of what they will do without it.

My dad stressed the importance of enjoying what 
I was doing whether in school or professionally.       
 “Work is overrated”, he would say, “so do something 
you like.” He spent 35 years working at the Attorney 
General’s Office, and while he made lifelong friends 
with his coworkers, I think teaching at Lincoln brought 
him more fulfillment than all those years spent 
practicing law. His time teaching and working with 
his students gave him a varied perspective on life. 
He continued to grow as an individual. Knowing 
and helping students overcome the challenges of 
attending an evening law program was always a 
focal point for him, and he actually became a more 
understanding person because of it.

B Y  K A T H L E E N  S C H I A V E N Z A
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THE DEAN

THE LESSONS 
FROM THE  
DEAN WILL  
CONTINUE  
BEYOND HIS  
RETIREMENT 
FROM LINCOLN.
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- Rousted out of our sleeping bags in a San Antonio 
City Park with a flashlight shining in our eyes from 
two police officers (Definitely a Crime).

- Popped in unannounced on my Grandparents in a 
small Texas town. One Lone Star beer each, and we 
were… On The Road Again.

- Visited my Sister in Lafayette, Louisiana; met her 
master-chef, French boyfriend and spent the night.

- First motel was in New Orleans. We had our first 
LEGAL drinks on Bourbon Street in a French Quarter 
bar. The drinking age in Louisiana was 18 (No Crime 
Here). We were older than some of the bartenders.

- The next morning, we awoke hung over. After  
a quick shave, shower, and shine, we drove 24 
hours straight to Washington, D.C. There we  
crashed in our second (and last) motel. At the 
Smithsonian Museum, we saw recently collected 
moon rocks from Apollo 11, with Charles Lindbergh’s 
Spirit of St. Louis single engine plane hanging 
above the display.

- On to New York to visit our college roommate, Bill 
Harmon. His dad, Claude Harmon won the 1948 
Masters and was head golf professional at the 
famed Winged Foot Golf Club. Claude birdied the 
first hole and then said: “See you boys later!”.

- Next stop was Wallingford, Connecticut to play 
more golf with a college friend. His parents left 
town for the weekend, so we had a 48-hour party. 
Somehow, Jim found himself waking up the next 
morning in a sand trap of the adjacent golf course 
(Another Crime?).

- The return trip was mostly a straight shot home. 
We did sneak up close to a moose for a picture in 
Yellowstone. Arriving at Mt. Rushmore five minutes 
after the gate closed, we just kept heading home.

After graduation from the Santa Clara University 
Law School, Jim started his career in Sacramento. 
We did not see much of each other over the next 
few years but did get together for an occasional golf 
game. I moved, with my family, back to Sacramento 
in 1994. The first week back I bumped into Jim at a 
Sacramento Kings game. 

One of our golfing roommates, Steve Bohn, from 
Roseville passed away in 2003. Jim spoke eloquently 
at the funeral about how easy it is to make close 
friendships when young. He said we make many 
friends as adults, but it’s difficult to make them with 
the same ease and intensity.

My Daughter, TeriAnn Armstrong Grimes, graduated 
from McGeorge Law School and the following are 
her comments about Dean Schiavenza.

Jim’s mentorship permeates the professional and 
delves into the relational. While I interned at the 
AG’s office, Jim brought photos from his cross-country 
road trip with my Dad. Seeing their skinny legs in 
way too short shorts – well, there are not words that 
really capture what was depicted! When I interned 
for Justice Robie on the Third DCA, Jim shared 
entertaining experiences with presiding Justice 
Scotland of when they were both lawyers (never to 
be repeated of course!). And when I first started at 
the District Attorney’s Office, Jim gave me the inside 
scoop on the top-notch attorneys – all of whom were 
professors at Lincoln Law School. No matter where 
I’ve gone in my legal career, Jim always keeps track 
and checks in. Dean Schiavenza pays it forward,  
and then some. His example helped me realize 
that we can either create a career or a legacy...  
Jim created a legacy.

About eight years ago, I was vacationing in Maui 
with my family. One day, I chose to go on my own 
to watch the pro golf tournament at Kapalua. By 
coincidence, Jim was doing the exact same thing and 
we ran into each other on the 18th hole. What a 
great, unexpected day of fun with a special friend!

Just a few years ago, Jim and I went to Indian Wells 
in the Palm Springs area for a long over-due golfing 
reunion with our old roommate, Bill Harmon, teaching 
professional at Toscana Country Club. It was three 
glorious rounds of golf and reminiscing amongst old 
buddies. The golf bond... a great sport to share with 
friends. The golf scores are higher now, and some 
of the talk is about knee and hip surgeries. Now 
that Dean Schiavenza is retiring, I’m hoping the golf 
outings will be more frequent with my lifelong friend.

Congratulations Jim on a great and  
well-respected career!

sophomore year, on a late Friday afternoon, Jim 
said, “I am thinking of transferring to Santa Clara 
University”. He then called the Admissions Office 
and was told applications are due on Monday. It 
was impossible for us to get to the Admissions Office 
before closing time to pick up the application (this 
was decades before the internet). The Admissions 
Office offered to leave the application in a flowerpot 
by the front door. Deadline met; Jim was accepted 
to the Business School. Santa Clara University was 
a perfect fit for Jim. Academics were the priority 
and Jim was the #1 star-player on the golf team. To 
escape from his new rigorous academic program, Jim 
would often come back to San Jose State to partake 
in our Thursday night Spaghetti Feed/Party.

The summer of 1970, Jim and I ventured on a three-
week road trip to the East Coast. We were 20 years 
old and driving his dad’s new Chevy Camaro, packed 
with sleeping bags and golf clubs.

Some Highlights of the Adventure:

- First night in Yosemite was spent in sleeping bags 
where Jim was eaten alive by mosquitoes.

- We hit golf balls into the Grand Canyon (Probably 
a Crime).

- Visited with Jim’s sister in Nogales, Arizona and met 
his newborn nephew for the first time.

A LIFELONG  
FRIENDSHIP IS RARE, 
SPECIAL, EFFORTLESS… 
especially when bonded around the great game of 
golf. My name is Craig Armstrong. Along with two 
Sacramento Area golfing friends, I met Dean (Jim) 
Schiavenza when we were sixteen years old and 
playing golf tournaments in 1966. Jim lived in San 
Leandro and we were among some of the best junior 
golfers competing in northern California.

We chose to attend San Jose State University 
because of its top-rated golf program. By sophomore 
year, we were all roommates along with Bill Harmon 
from the famed golfing family in New York. Our 
small apartment was always rowdy with golf talk, 
loud music, and overall shenanigans – typical of  
college roommates.

On the night of the 1968 Presidential Election, we 
were 19 years old and could not vote as the voting age 
was 21. The voting age changed to 18 the following 
year with the passing of the 26th Amendment. Also, 
if we did not keep a full load of classes, we would 
lose our student deferment and be drafted to go fight 
in the Vietnam War. So, with the frustrated slogan, 
“Old enough to fight but too young to vote”, we 
blended up daiquiris (not quite old enough to drink 
either) and watched Nixon beat Humphrey with much 
disapproval and an appropriate amount of ruckus.

Jim was always a ‘one or two beers’ kind of guy. 
He was always in control, responsible and focused 
on academics. Most nights, to escape the chaos, he 
would study at the library. Toward the end of our 

B Y  C R A I G  A R M S T R O N G 
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traditional three-year day school was not practical 
because of job or family obligations. Many graduates 
of Lincoln Law School have become successful 
attorneys in private practice, or work in government 
law offices as prosecutors and public defenders. 
Some have even ascended to the judiciary in various 
counties throughout northern California.

As Dean of Lincoln Law School, Jim has worked 
tirelessly to ensure the school’s success. Indeed, 
comparative data of first-time bar takers over various 
years (2011, 2012, 2014, and 2015) shows that 
Lincoln’s Bar Exam passage rate surpassed that of 
several California ABA accredited law schools. His 
dedication to ensuring the success of Lincoln Law 
School and its students is unwavering. Additionally, 
Dean Schiavenza has worked quietly and without 
fanfare for several years to secure accreditation for 
the law school from the WASC Senior College and 
University Commission; thereby, making future Lincoln 
law students eligible to apply for federally insured 
student loans. “That was big. It will serve the Lincoln 
mission by giving many people an opportunity to 
attend law school that would otherwise not be able to 
afford it,” according to long time Lincoln Law School 
Professor, Rob Gold. 

Additionally, Dean Schiavenza served as a statewide 
leader for California accredited law schools in the 
debate over changes to the Bar Exam. In this regard, 

ENRICHING 
THE 
COMMUNITY

JIM SCHIAVENZA 
HAS CHANGED 
LIVES AND THE 
COMMUNITY 
AT LARGE.

Dean Schiavenza attended countless meetings with 
State Bar officials, legislative staff, and testified at 
legislative hearings in support of changes to the Bar 
Exam including lowering the score necessary for 
bar passage.

Dean Schiavenza has also been active for many 
years with his alma mater, the University of Santa 
Clara Law School. He is a former past President of 
the Santa Clara University National Undergraduate 
Alumni Association. In his many years of 
membership with the Alumni Association he has 
raised money for the University, mentored students, 
and supported a countless number of students with 
letters of recommendation.

In addition to his professional activities and 
commitments as the Dean of Lincoln Law School, 
Jim always found time to attend his daughter’s swim 
meets. He became a big supporter of Christian 
Brothers High School Athletics Program. Over 
the years, he attended so many swim meets his 
daughter’s teammates called him “coach”. 

As a proud alumnus of the state Attorney General’s 
Office, he regularly organizes and schedules 
reunion luncheons for colleagues. “It’s incredible 
that he has the time to organize these lunches. He 
has done this for many years, and I suspect he will 
continue to do so for many more years,” said Judge 
Steve Gevercer, a current Sacramento County 
Superior Court Judge and former faculty member 
at Lincoln Law School, who worked with Dean 
Schiavenza in the Tort and Condemnation Unit of 
the AG’s Office for many years. Judge Gevercer 
added that Dean Schiavenza has, “for many years 
been an important personal role model, mentor, 
and guiding force in my professional career, and I 
value the effort the Dean makes to stay connected.”

It is difficult to measure the impact one person 
has on a community. But I have no doubt that for 
the past ten years as Dean of Lincoln Law School,  
Jim Schiavenza has changed lives and the 
community at large. He has made a difference; a 
difference that has benefitted many and enriched 
the community. Thank you, Dean Schiavenza.  
Enjoy your retirement!!

I have had the pleasure of knowing Dean Jim 
Schiavenza since the summer of 1978, when I arrived 
in Sacramento as a judicial extern to then Associate 
Justice Cruz Reynoso of the Third District Court of 
Appeals. Dean Schiavenza was a Deputy Attorney 
General at the time and had no idea that nearly forty-
three years later he would be retiring this spring as 
the Dean of Lincoln Law School. He started teaching 
at the law school in 1984 and was appointed Dean 
on February 1, 2011. Over these many years as a 
member of the faculty and more importantly as the 
Dean of the school, Jim Schiavenza has had an 
indelible impact on the students, the faculty, the 
school, and the community.

 “Jim Schiavenza has been a force in the local 
community as the Dean of Lincoln Law School. He 
has helped influence and shape the lives of so many 
aspiring lawyers and more importantly the local legal 
community,” said Superior Court Judge Allen Sumner. 
Judge Sumner and Dean Schiavenza have been 
friends and colleagues from the Attorney General’s 
Office for many years. “Jim loves teaching and has 
been incredibly committed to Lincoln Law School for 
so many years,” added Judge Sumner.

Dean Schiavenza has undoubtedly changed the lives 
of many, and in doing so has changed the local legal 
landscape by affording so many the opportunity 
to secure a legal education when admission to a 
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and Condemnation Section, describes Jim as “highly 
regarded throughout the office as one of its best and 
most experienced lawyers who taught others how to 
handle herculean tasks,” such as the wrongful death 
and catastrophic injury claims that arose from the 
freeway collapse during the Loma Prieta earthquake 
in 1989 – cases on which Jim and a colleague in the 
office worked for many years.

In the words of Court of Appeal Justice Andrea 
Hoch, another former A.G. colleague, “Jim had a 
long, distinguished career in the Attorney General’s 
Office, starting as a Deputy Attorney General, then 
a supervisor, and ultimately the statewide head 
of the Tort and Condemnation Section. Always a 
stylish, professional dresser, he was known for his 
legal acumen, common sense, and sense of humor. 
These attributes made him an effective and respected 
leader in the office.”

But as diligent as he was as a lawyer, Jim was not “all 
work and no play” and definitely was neither bored 
nor boring. He was an organizer of card games 
during lunch; acted in hilarious skits presented during 
the annual office holiday party; and was one of the 
driving forces for office picnics in Land Park and 
Miller Park, after-work-hour parties and, of course, 
the office softball team with after-game pizza and 
libations celebrating what almost always was the 
team’s victory. As Judge De Alba reminisces, “We 
had fun when we worked at the Attorney General’s 
Office. My fondest memories of our time together in 
the office were the summer evening softball games 
after work. We had great camaraderie competing on 
the field, and Jim hit that softball a long way!” The 
funny repartee between Jim and his A.G. colleague 
Tom McCracken always was a highlight of the get-
togethers. As Tom recalls, Jim had an “inexhaustible 
supply of jokes and was remarkably able to never 
repeat the same one.” Tom emphasized, however, 
that Jim was far more than a talented jokester. “As 
a brilliant and politically astute lawyer with an  
engaging personality, the respect of his colleagues, 
and the ability to walk the halls of power in the 
Attorney General’s Office with confidence and 
commitment to excellence, Jim was ideally suited to 
head the office’s Tort and Condemnation Section.”

Court of Appeal Presiding Justice Vance Raye, who 
knew Jim during their years together in the A.G.’s 
Office and served with him on the Lincoln Law 
School faculty, remembers Jim as “an extraordinary 
practitioner in the field of torts” and a “great asset” 
to the school teaching tort law to his students. Thus, 
it was no surprise to His Honor that Jim ultimately 
excelled as Dean of Lincoln Law School because Jim 
“has a wonderful way with students and the majesty 
and bearing that served to elevate Lincoln’s status 
and reputation among law schools in the region.”

So much more could be said about Jim Schiavenza 
(all positive, of course). Suffice it to say that Jim’s 
many contributions to the rule of law are the legacy 
of a legendary lawyer, office leader, educator, and 
law school dean who enhanced the practice of law 
and will continue to enrich the lives of all who are 
fortunate to be among his friends. And fortunately for 
Lincoln Law’s students, Jim will continue to teach Torts 
in the years ahead.

To you, Jim, we wish you all the best in semi-
retirement to relax more, reload for new adventures, 
and enjoy more time with your wife, Ellen, and your  
daughter, Kathleen.

A legend in the California Attorney General’s Office 
and a legend on the softball field, Jim Schiavenza 
is hanging up his cleats a second time after his 
impressive run as a beloved Professor of Law then 
Dean of Lincoln Law School of Sacramento.

Co-ed softball brought us together 44 years ago in 
the A.G.’s office, when Jim was in charge of an office 
team in the Justice League. Jim’s leadership and skill 
on the field, coupled with his sense of humor and fun-
loving spirit, led to many successful and memorable 
softball seasons. Likewise, his strengths as a smart, 
knowledgeable, respected, and well-liked lawyer in 
the office’s Civil Division made Jim a leader among 
the cadre of young attorneys who began working in 
the Sacramento office over four decades ago.

Jim’s legal wisdom, work ethic, and temperament 
made him the logical choice to represent the State 
of California in some of the most complex and 
challenging cases, including decades of litigation 
over the release of chemicals from the Stringfellow 
toxic waste dump. Superior Court Judge David De 
Alba, who worked with him for ten years in the Tort 

B Y  A R T  S C O T L A N D  |  P R E S I D I N G  J U S T I C E  ( R E T. ) ,  
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PRO F E S SO R R O B  G O L D 
FACULTY

If you blended the qualities (integrity, fairness, 
compassion, courage, and grit to name a few) of Jimmy 
Stewart’s character George Bailey from It’s A Wonderful 
Life with Rocky (“Balboa” not “and Bullwinkle”), they 
would embody the sublime composition that has been 
Dean Schiavenza during his tenure at Lincoln Law 
School of Sacramento for more than a generation and 
explain why he is so beloved by students and staff 
alike. For his consistent and considerable contributions 
to the mission of the school, the Dean rightly deserves 
to have his image chiseled on the Mount Rushmore of 
the school alongside his Santa Clara brethren who 
conceived and founded it.

With gratitude and respect, 
Rob

T R I B U T E
B U RTO N R .  LO E H R 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

I have known Jim Schiavenza as a faculty colleague, 
a faculty member under his leadership, and most 
recently as a member of the Board of Directors. 
Regardless of vantage point, Jim always impresses with 
his intelligence, calm but determined guidance, and 
dedication to the success of Lincoln students and the 
future of Lincoln Law School. As Dean and Professor, 
he has helped many make the transition from student 
to practicing attorney.

N I CO L AS JAYN E S - CR E E L 
STUDENT

Think First.

I will always remember the classes taken with Dean 
Schiavenza. His jokes and overall demeanor make 
class far better. I remember one moment with him that 
has stuck with me through law school, and beyond. 
The question I asked is not important now, but the 
answer was, “think first.” This made me realize than 
rather than trying to get the fastest answer; I need to 
stop and reflect. I have carried these simple two words 
with me, and it has made me a better student. I have 
no doubt it will make me a better lawyer.

BRITTNEY ADKINS-NEUMANN 
ADMINISTRATION

Dean Schiavenza, 

Thank you for your dedication and commitment to the 
School, students, faculty, and staff. You have inspired 
so many and have made a positive impact on countless 
lives. Thank you for always having an open door for 
the Lincoln Law School community. Congratulations to 
you on an outstanding deanship and thank you for the 
lasting contribution you have made.

A L E X I S  S T E WA R T 
STUDENT

Dean Schiavenza, 

In order to be a student, I needed to be admitted 
to Lincoln Law School as a “Special Status Student” 
as I did not possess an undergraduate degree. My 
admission was not only contingent upon scoring well 
on the LSAT and completing several CLEP exams, but 
you also needed to see whether my “maturity, life 
experience, intellectual ability, and aptitude for law 
study” warranted my admission. In other words, you 
needed to take a chance on me. I will never forget the 
moment when you gave me that chance. Thank you 
for giving me the opportunity, but more accurately, for 
giving me my future. I will never forget you.

With unyielding respect, friendship, and gratitude,

Alexis

V O I R  D I R E 2 0  2 1

 
TO 
THE 
DEAN

PRO F E S SO R H E ATH L AN G LE 
FACULTY

Grateful to have learned torts from Professor Schiavenza 
and then to have been hired to teach Wills and Trusts by 
Dean Schiavenza. In both roles he brings enthusiasm, 
even temperament, and genuine regard. Bummed he will 
no longer be Dean but looking forward to continuing 
our collegial relationship.
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KI M S H I PP 
STUDENT

Dean,

I remember sitting in your Torts class before I started 
pre-1L and you told a joke about an Amish drive-by 
shooting. I will never forget it. It made me realize that 
law wasn’t all serious. Your warm and welcoming 
attitude, jokes, and overall manner made my first 2 
years at Lincoln memorable. Thank you for all you 
have done and the many years of service. You will be 
missed as the Dean.

J U DG E M I CHAE L BOWMAN 
FACULTY

It is difficult to provide any new insight about Dean 
James Schiavenza and what he has meant to the family 
that is Lincoln Law School. His good nature is obvious 
to everyone who has worked with him and observed 
his dedication to the school, faculty, staff, and the 
students. He treats all with kindness and patience and 
was firm but fair when the situation was called for. His 
self-deprecating humor and steady hand will be missed. 
I do not envy those who have been tasked with the job 
to replace him because he is irreplaceable.

VI C TO R IA F E R NAN D EZ 
STUDENT

Dean Schiavenza,

You may be retiring this year as Dean but the impact 
you have made on me and so many others over the 
years will have an everlasting effect. You have built one 
of the greatest law schools with the most prestigious 
faculty that no other law school can hold a candle to. 
Thank you for believing in me. My success will be a 
testament to your legacy.

PRO F E S SO R  
F I LO M E NA YE ROS H E K 
FACULTY

Congratulations Dean Schiavenza on your second 
retirement and on ten great years as dean and thirty-
five years teaching Torts. Your leadership as dean 
took Lincoln Law School to new heights enhancing the 
reputation and quality of the school. You have been a 
great mentor to me. Thank you!

PRO F E S SO R WI LLIAM  
F.  WR I G HT 
FACULTY

I have known Dean Schiavenza since we were both 
on the faculty in 1985. He is a friend and colleague. 
When he became Dean, the school had some issues 
that he quickly resolved. It was nice to have a real 
professional in charge again. He has always sup-
ported the students and faculty and me personally. 
He is a wise man, and he will be missed by the entire  
Lincoln community.

PRO F E S SO R CO RY I R I S H 
FACULTY

Dean Schiavenza,

Your work at Lincoln has impacted thousands of lives 
and has helped give Lincoln Law School a very positive 
reputation within the local legal community. You have 
a lot to be proud of. Thank you so much for everything 
you’ve done!

PRO F E S SO R 
HAR RY J OS E PH CO LO M BO 
FACULTY

It has been my distinct pleasure to have worked closely 
with Dean Schiavenza for the past 10 years. He has 
been extremely helpful in developing course outlines, 
syllabi, and other class resources. And, his spirit of 
collegiality among the faculty is unparalleled. No one 
has been more supportive of Lincoln’s mission than 
Dean Schiavenza and his stewardship through the 
WASC accreditation process has inspired us all to be 
better instructors. I want to extend my best wishes to 

“His Deanship”, for a wonderful retirement.

PRO F E S SO R R AY  R O U S E 
FACULTY

Thank you for all you’ve done for the school and for 
me personally. You have been, and will continue to 
be, a friend and a mentor to me. Unfortunately for the 
next Dean, they will have some large shoes to fill. But 
if they only fill half of your shoes, that will be a great 
accomplishment! Enjoy retirement! You deserve it!

V O I R  D I R E 2 0  2 1

I N GA H O LM Q U I ST 
STUDENT

Dean Schiavenza, 

It’s an honor to join everyone in celebrating your 
achievements; it’s a joy to celebrate your kind and 
generous spirit. Thanks for the joy!

KR I STI NA PE H U R 
STUDENT

Dean Schiavenza,

Thank you for everything you do, not only as a Dean, but 
also as a Torts professor. Upon your recommendation, 
I completed the “Introduction to Legal Studies” course, 
and I took advantage of your generous offer to provide 
feedback on multiple practice essays in your Torts 
class. I truly believe that your guidance contributed 
to my success, and for that I am forever grateful. You 
will be missed!

FAY PAO 
STUDENT

Thanks for being the best Torts professor, Dean 
Schiavenza! I will never forget how you goad us while 
we brief at the front of the class. You’re terrifying to a 
1L, but good practice for when we talk to future judges. 
Thanks to you, I know how to hide how nervous I get 
not by my shifting my tone but by rambling on about 
how a crisp beverage is helpful to get through a tough 
reading. (I’m joking of course!)

Thanks for sharing your stories with us. I hope retirement 
isn’t the end of your stories and that you return to 
tell us about your post-retirement adventures - or just  
write a book! 

Good luck and take care!

T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  D E A N

R AE B E AM 
STUDENT

Dean, I would like to thank you for acknowledging my 
LSAT score as the “elephant in the room” then ignoring 
it, as if it took no space in your office. Without you 
taking a chance on me, I would not have had the 
opportunity to even complete law school. Also, thank 
you for teaching me to eat a steak one bite at a time. 
Without this advice, I would have surely choked.

Congratulations on your semi-retirement, I hope you 
enjoy putting your feet up every once in a while – well, 
when you don’t have your golf shoes on.

PRO F E S SO R 
F R AN K M EYE R 
FACULTY

Jim Schiavenza – A great Dean and a greater man 
(not a bad golfer too).

J U DG E TAM I BOG E RT 
JUDGE

Dean Jim Schiavenza is an icon in the legal community.
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PRO F E S SO R  
J E S S I CA CH EO N G 
FACULTY

Dean Schiavenza, 

Thank you for your steady leadership and for being a 
kind and patient mentor and supervisor. It has been a 
privilege to work alongside you for the past ten years. 
I was hoping for at least ten more! Happy Retirement!

PRO F E S SO R STEVE G R I PPI 
FACULTY

Dean Schiavenza (Jim),

It has often been said that sports, and golf in particular, 
is a metaphor for life. I never fully bought into that 
theory, but as I contemplate your impending retirement 
as Dean of Lincoln Law School, I am starting to become 
a believer. There are many people who golf but only a 
few who are real golfers. There are many people who 
lead but only a few who are real leaders. You, of course, 
are the real deal on both fronts. Thinking back on the 
times we played in the scramble (team) tournaments 
– often with Rob Gold and Frank Meyer – I recognize 
parallels to your stewardship of Lincoln. Low key, 
humble, and clearly the best player in the tournament; 
yet nobody would ever suspect. It was always the team 
that mattered most, and you somehow made everyone 
else feel like we were important contributors to the 
effort. As a result, we wanted to contribute, wanted 
to be successful; wanted to be better than we actually 
were. And I think we did overachieve along the way. 
We also had a blast all the while. That same natural 
leadership has been so instrumental to all that you have 
done for Lincoln Law School and the legal community 
at large. I appreciate most your accessible manner 
and common-sense approach to teaching the law. You 
are the real deal when it comes to that as well. The 
many students who have followed your lead, strived to 
become better academically than perhaps they were, 
and who have gone on to great achievements in the 
law – they are your legacy. I count myself fortunate 
to have worked by your side all these many years. It’s 
been a wonderful ride.

Thank you for everything.

J U DG E L AU R I E M .  E AR L 
FACULTY

It is with mixed emotions that I congratulate Dean 
Schiavenza upon his retirement from “Dean” of Lincoln 
Law School. He has been a wonderful Dean and leaves 
behind very large shoes to fill! I have worked closely 
with the Dean, not only as a professor at the school, 
but as partners in our mentorship program between 
my colleagues on the Sacramento Superior Court and 
4th year Lincoln Law School students. The mentorship 
program has been a tremendous success, in part 
because of Dean Schiavenza’s intimate knowledge 
of the personalities of our judicial officers and the 
participating students. It has been an honor to work with 
him and I will miss our time together. Congratulations 
Dean and I’m sure you’ll find some other way to fill 
your much deserved time off!

J U DG E MARCI E L AR SO N 
FACULTY

Dean Schiavenza,

Thank you for the many decades of dedication you 
have given the students and faculty of Lincoln Law 
School. Your legacy of wisdom and steady guidance 
will continue to support everyone you have touched 
for many years to come.

J U DG E B U N M I AWO N IYI 
FACULTY

Dean Schiavenza,

You will be missed. From your sharp wit and humor to 
your ability to relate to the students and the faculty, it 
is unique. You raised the bar on so many levels. You 
passionately forged forward with the vision for the 
school. Your leadership was infectious and inspiring. 
When you call, we answer (most of the time). Not to 
mention that your meetings are prompt, focused, and 
informative. Dare I say it, I am going to miss your 
faculty meetings.

I wish you the very best in this next chapter. Stay well 
and smell the roses.

J U DG E J I LL TALLEY 
FACULTY

Congratulations on your retirement! We are all 
wishing you the best on the next leg of your journey. 
One of my favorite things about teaching at Lincoln 
is the conversations we would have prior to the start 
of class where we would always share a laugh. You 
have given me, and the other faculty members, support 
and guidance that has made teaching at Lincoln an 
enriching experience. But most telling is that you are 
the type of person who would re-gift a rubber severed 
foot to the delight of the recipient.

J U D G E  C U R T I S  F I O R I N I 
FACULTY

Congratulations on your well-deserved retirement, Dean 
Schiavenza. The place is not going to be the same 
without you running it. Thank you for your guidance, 
support and advice over the years. I can’t believe it’s 
been over 10 years since we first had lunch and you 
gave me the opportunity to become a member of the 
faculty. Being a part of the Lincoln family is special 
and I’m sure is why you’re staying on to teach, despite 
still having to grade exams. Ha ha. Enjoy the time 
you’ll have for travel, home projects, your golf game 
and simply enjoying life. Thank you again for your 
leadership. Our Sacramento community has many 
valuable and terrific attorneys because you saw their 
potential and gave them a chance at Lincoln. We are 
all indebted to you.

C O M M I S S I O N E R  M Y R LY S 
S T O C K D A L E  C O L E M A N
CLASS OF 2001

I first met our Dean as Professor Schiavenza in Torts 
class, and I was amazed at his ability to know all our 
names without a seating chart! I credit him with getting 
me ready for the Torts question on the Bar exam! As 
an attorney, I often saw the Dean at events supporting 
his students such as the Unity Bar dinner. And now, as 
a judicial officer, I am proud to serve with the Dean 
as part of the Lincoln Law mentor program with our 
Sacramento Superior Court. Dean Schiavenza has been 
a loyal supporter of Lincoln Law School students from 
their early beginnings and throughout their careers.

Dean Schiavenza, 

I will miss you, but I hope you will enjoy your well-
deserved retirement.

V O I R  D I R E 2 0  2 1

PRO F E S SO R F R E D GALVE S 
FACULTY

Dean Schiavenza is a veritable stalwart of leadership, 
ethics, civility, professionalism, and class in the legal 
community. He has boldly led Lincoln Law School, not 
only with great competence and vision, but also with 
enormous humanity and humility. Dean Schiavenza’s 
immense concern for students, and their families, as well 
as for faculty and staff, is truly epic. He has benefitted 
the Lincoln Law family immeasurably.

T R I B U T E  T O  T H E  D E A N
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SCHOLAR- 20
21

Dean James Schiavenza

the School has established a scholarship in his name 
in honor of his devotion to the School’s mission and 
values. Details of the scholarship will be shared 
beginning in the 2021-2022 academic year.

V O I R  D I R E 2 0  2 1
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In the early years of the firm, even as I gained more 
experience, I continued to overprepare for my court 
appearances, and was moderately fearful with each 
court appearance. I was told it wasn’t apparent to 
anyone, but there was an anxiety and excitement that 
accompanied my court experiences.

In my view, this was not a bad thing. Even after the 
passage of time, and, after having become a Certified 
Family Law Specialist, those feelings remained in my 
approaches to cases and to court appearances. This 
kept me humble in my practice of law. I was always 
prepared, but I did not presume to know everything. 
There is a distinction between preparedness and 
arrogance, and the former was of greater benefit, not 
only to me, but to those I served as well.

It was important to maintain professionalism at all 
times, and to treat others well. There were times 
when others had a contrary practice, but those times 
were a test of character. When they went low, I tried 
to go high. (Note to new attorneys: you own your  
character – and character defeats those negative 
forces you may encounter.)

Community service has been an important part of 
my life since my undergraduate years at Howard 
University, and I continued that commitment to 
giving back during my time at the firm. I volunteered 
on boards and committees, donated my time and 

experience to public service organizations, and 
became more active in the legal community. I also 
availed myself to law students and newer attorneys as 
a mentor resource, as others had done for me.

Also important to me was the desire and ability to 
remain intellectually curious beyond the minimum 
continuing legal education (CLE) requirements. I 
regularly participated in training courses I found 
interesting, read articles, and usually exceeded the 
CLE requirements for attorneys. Admittedly, I did 
enjoy being a student, but I also enjoyed learning 
as much about areas of practice related to the work 
I was doing.

After about five years of practice, I knew that I 
wanted to become a judicial officer. Unlike when I 
began building the firm, there were no books I could 
purchase to help prepare for that journey. It became 
my dream to be a judicial officer presiding over 
family law cases.

To seek a position as a judicial officer, you must have 
been an attorney practicing for 10 years. As soon 
as I became eligible, I began to seek opportunities 
for a judicial position, and began my service as a 
Temporary Judge in Sacramento, El Dorado, Placer, 
and Contra Costa Counties.

There were a few unsuccessful attempts to seek a Court 
Commissioner position. Becoming a judicial officer is 
not an easy journey, and there were a few setbacks. 
I decided to expand the breadth of my experience 
beyond family law with the hope that would enhance 
my candidacy. In an effort to gain experience in other 
areas of law, I sold the law firm in 2015 and returned 
to state service.

First, I worked as a Special Assistant Inspector 
General for the Office of the Inspector General and 
gained experience in correctional law, employment 
law, and administrative law. I was promoted to serve 
as an Assistant Chief Counsel with the Department 
of Consumer Affairs, where I gained experience 
in administrative law, conflict of interest laws, the 
rulemaking process, contracts, the Bagley-Keene 
Open Meetings Act, and the Public Records Act.

While working at the Department of Consumer 
Affairs, with the support of the Assistant Deputy 
Director, I volunteered my time one morning a month 
to serve as a Temporary Judge presiding over small 
claims matters at Sacramento County Superior Court.

In March 2019, the judges of Napa Superior Court 
appointed me to serve as the Court’s Commissioner. 
I presided over matters including family law, juvenile 
dependency, restraining orders, child support, 
small claims, trials de novo, traffic, and juvenile 
delinquency. A year later, the pandemic struck, and 
the courts shut down for a period of time. A position 
opened up in Sacramento County Superior Court, and 
I was appointed to serve as a Court Commissioner 
with the Sacramento County Superior Court in 
August of 2020. Initially, I presided over traffic and 
small claims matters, but in December 2020, I was 
assigned to preside over family law matters.

As mentioned earlier, it was my dream to become 
a family law judicial officer and now, roughly 14 
years later, I have achieved this dream. The journey 
was not a typical career ladder. And, it was not 
without obstacles accompanied by varying degrees 
of discouragement. However, after the appropriate 
period of reflection (or sadness and tears if I am 
being completely honest), I used those obstacles as 
steppingstones to success.

In the Spring 2001 issue of the Voir Dire, I wrote, 
quoting Booker T. Washington, “Success is to be 
measured not so much by the position that one has 
reached in life, but by the obstacles which they have 
overcome while trying to succeed.”

To the 2021 Lincoln Law graduating class, you are 
uniquely positioned to build upon the obstacles 
you have overcome over the past four years – 
including the most challenging last 12 months. I have 
confidence in you and your career journey. The Voir 
Dire quote holds true today, but I would add for your 
consideration that success does not come to you; you 
must go to it.

20 years? It’s hard to believe it has been nearly 
20 years since I graduated Lincoln Law School in 
May 2001. Thankfully, I have evolved a bit from the 
terrified 1L in that first class to a judicial officer.

Like some current students, I attended law school 
while working full-time and as a single parent. After 
I passed the bar, I quit my executive job as a public 
affairs director in state service to open up the law 
firm, the Stockdale Law Firm, Inc. 

Without having had any previous experience working 
in a law firm, it was a risky venture knowing that 
about 50% of businesses fail in the first five years.  
I purchased books on starting a business, building  
a law practice, and developed a business plan, which 
created a foundation. Then I identified experienced 
attorneys to provide guidance and mentorship  
as needed.

The firm was a family law practice – an area of law  
I wanted to pursue in large part as a result of my 
own personal experiences. I believed then, as I do 
now, that divorce need not be acrimonious, but the 
law will guide cases to conclusion no matter which  
path is taken.

B Y  H O N O R A B L E  M Y R L Y S  S T O C K D A L E  C O L E M A N  |  C L A S S  O F  2 0 0 1

ALUM  
ATTORNEY  
ADVOCATE
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Friend in the Admin Office where you could always 
Lean On Melissa, Jessica and Peg to support you 
when you Can’t Stop the Feeling that the Wrecking 
Ball was swinging your way and you didn’t know 
Who Let the Dogs Out. Brittney and Xiomara would 
always Help too (when they got a song named  
after them).

No matter what happened, it was always pro-
fessionally responsible to Respect Professor Yeroshek’s 
advice to find Higher Ground.

And what was the res ipsa Party Anthem forged from 
the 1L cauldron after the British invasion of common 
law chimed during Professor Schramm’s Saturday 
morning Legal Writing class? You Can’t Always Get 
What You Want; but if you try sometime, you find you 
get what you need…

Welcome to the Highway 2L (think AC/DC here) 
where the The Beat Goes On and the jukebox was 
stuck on I get knocked down, but I get up again, you 
are never gonna keep me down… The tubthumping 
RAP that really made you Twist and Shout in the  
Deuce however wasn’t Notorious’s Juicy, but the 
enigmatic In the Mystic Rule Against Perpetuities.

Judge Larson kept it Real with you in Property, though 
cases and concepts weren’t as Black or White as first 
year and it seemed like Blurred Lines caused Double 
Vision All Along The Watchtower.

What’s Going On you Holla Holla’d, yet the only  
light to be seen midway through Abe’s Tunnel of Love 
was the 24K Magic reflecting from the Hotline Bling 
of Professor Parisi’s Bric-A-Brac Ball (not a song but 
it could be).

Don’t Worry, Be Happy because you made it to the 
Trey where Hearsay and its 99 Problems of Exceptions 
awaited – but Judge Fiorini wasn’t one. Shake It Off 
as you marveled at Maestro Wright conducting the 
Constitution’s Fifth and Ninth more classically than 
Beethoven. There’s No Business Like Show Business, 
yet everything about Judge Nunley’s Business 
Associations was pretty appealing too. Hopefully 
by this Time you were Rolling in the Deep with your 
classmates in the realization that you made it Up 
Around The Bend and though the law was a jealous 
lover, it didn’t have to be a Bad Romance.

OMG, 4th year arrived faster than a Little Red 
Corvette (the hybrid model may debut in 2022) flying 
like a Free Bird down the Old Town Road. The 1L 
Rave was trimmed to a conga line for the 8 Mile Final 
Battle, but you said to yourself Don’t Stop Believin’ 
you will survive.

Though it felt like it was Five O’clock Somewhere, 
Judge Talley’s destination Remedies for burnout didn’t 
include Margaritaville and The Train Kept a Rollin’ 
was the mens rea necessary to be able to navigate 
the home stretch of The Long and Winding Road.

At the Last Dance in the Scottish Rite (pre-Covid 
reference), the Pomp and Circumstance performed by 
the Malice Quartet sounds as sweet as Tupelo Honey.

The Morning After however, it’s back to Taking Care 
of Business with bar prep for that Summer in the City 
Uptown Funk grind. Get Up Offa That Thing until the 
Shape of You and your work product are Smooth and 
Perfect, then Follow the Yellow Brick Road to The River 
and Come Sail Away to discover that pot of gold in 
SacTown you have been seeking Over the Rainbow.

And in The End, the essays and MBEs you get right 
will be equal to the blood, sweat and tears of your 
four-year fight.

If you are Blessed to receive your Ticket to Ride it 
won’t guarantee that Baby, You’re a Rich Man as the 
practice of law isn’t All About the Benjamins.

But Cheers to your Successful achievement and may 
the Glory of the Magical Mystery Tour await each of 
you where you can honorably be Heroes to a client 
in need, even if it’s just for one day.

Hallelujah!

Imagine if the Class of 2021’s law school journey 
could be described in musical verse orchestrated by 
the mnemonic EGBDF rather than the formulaic IRAC. 
Would it sound Something like this?

1L began on Tuesdays with Professor Rouse’s offer 
to become – as his poem goes – a Lincoln Lawyer, 
provided that you accepted that any answer you 
sought from him was Blowin’ in the Wind.

Murder Was The Case was most of Criminal law and 
it was essential to let the Mongoose savor its Golden 
Slumbers unless you wanted to end up on the Dark 
Side of the Moon – or worse – with Ziggy Stardust 
and the Spiders from Mars (the planet, not Bruno).

Digesting Dean Schiavenza’s Torts platter was sweet 
but a blast from the past proximately caused Mrs. 
Palsgraf’s Long Island Iced Tea to Shake, Rattle and 
Roll the rocks from your tumbler. But hey, That’s Life in 
New York, New York.

After midterm grades were posted, you tried not 
to Lose Yourself resembling the figure from Edvard 
Munch’s “The Scream” on a Bridge Over Troubled 
Water. It was comforting to know that You’ve Got A 

B Y  P R O F E S S O R  R O B  G O L D
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GRAYGRAYGRAY

One of the very first things we learn in law school, 
after IRAC and someone to your left or right will 
not be there next year, is the necessity of arguing 
both sides. In law, most issues fall in the gray, an 
area where there is no right or wrong. It’s color 
falls somewhere on the spectrum between greater 
evidence and convincing interpretation. To be an 
effective law student and lawyer one must be able 
to look at a problem from all angles. If an issue is 
looked at through a single shade, you have already 
put yourself at a disadvantage because you won’t 
predict what the opposition will say. For me, “The 
Gray” wasn’t just something I learned to focus on to 
be a better student, it helped me realize what I want 
to do and what I value. 

In my first two years of law school, I wanted to be in 
the District Attorney’s office. My view of the law was 
very black and white at that time. If someone broke 
the law then pursuant to that law, he/she should be 
punished, or at least the very least go through court 
provided programs. There was a moral component 
to it as well. I believed in the idea of keeping the 
community safe by keeping people who harm others 
off the street. However, as I began my third year, I 
started to look at things from a different point of view.

I remember in Criminal Law, Professor Gold told 
us defense attorneys don’t just defend their clients, 
they defend the very constitution itself and what our 
criminal justice system stands for. That statement 
really resonated with me. In the beginning, I looked 
at it as “I can see why people want to do the defense 
side”, but still said it wasn’t for me. However, I came 
to realize something else… black letter law is only 
one component of the spirit of the law. Our legal 
system is designed to be adversarial, so that everyone 
has the opportunity to have their fair day in court,  
should that day arise, to prevent the injustice of  
tyranny. It was then that I realized human beings  
are flawed by nature. Each person, no matter how 
good or bad, has parts of both. A dedicated father  
can still commit tax fraud and a pastor can sell drugs.  
This is when the color gray started to transform from 
achromatic to kaleidoscopic.

I had to ask myself what I genuinely believe in. And 
this is what I believe in… I believe that everyone, no 
matter how flawed, deserves to be defended. Justice is 
a cornerstone of human society. The method by which 
we can keep others safe is by creating consequences 
for bad behavior. Punishment is very black and white. 

Justice, however, must be tempered by mercy and 
understanding in order to be effective; otherwise, this 
again would lead to the strife of tyranny. My time in 
law school has taught me that I don’t have to agree 
with all aspects of a side, so long as there is a reason 
to be on that side. During my fourth year, I interned 
at the Public Defender’s office. While there I learned  
the type of people who get in trouble with the law 
aren’t always villains who were thwarted. Instead, 
many are everyday people who simply make 
mistakes - no different than anyone else just having a 
bad day. But the truth is, in the end, it doesn’t matter 
what mistake was made because everyone deserves 
a proper defense.

Is it morally right to pursue justice in order to keep 
people safe? I think so. But is it not also morally 
correct to give people a fighting chance to defend 
themselves if prosecuted? Yes, indeed it is. As such, 
both theories are correct interpretations of the 
constitution; and we find ourselves swimming in this 
sea of philosophical gray with no life preserver to 
grab onto and no clear answer of what has more 
moral standing. In the end it’s neither and it’s both. 
When I started law school, I was so uncomfortable 
with the concept of law having a gray area because 
I thought it had always been black or white; right or 
wrong. What is right and wrong is so much easier 
to deal with on an emotional level, but I now know 
this viewpoint is not a true moral one. Our judicial 
system permits the truly moral viewpoint, which  
often depends; forcing the artistry of argument to 
meld both black and white creating an interpretation 
of “The Gray”. Thus, limiting the black and white  
and training us as attorneys to be comfortable with 
the uncomfortable.

I am thankful for my time at Lincoln. It showed me 
not only how to navigate through the sea of gray but 
gave me the tools I need to face the uncomfortable 
questions of not only my own morality, but the morality 
of the system. I believe in our justice system, and I 
know where I want to be. I want to be fighting for 
a person’s very constitutional right to be defended. 
To any student still in school and to all those leaving 
to become attorneys: embrace the gray. Embrace 
the fact that two opposing answers can be right and 
wrong at the same time. This will help you to be a 
better advocate for your clients, no matter what area 
of law is being learned or practiced. Maybe, like me, 
when you face “The Gray”, you will learn more about 
yourself and where you truly feel you need to be.
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The shift from being a full time stay at home mom to 
law school student has been a big one. My family 
has done a great job in shifting with me, but it took 
a lot of intention and prep work. Prior to starting, 
we talked about it. A lot. We talked about why 
going to law school was an amazing and important 
opportunity. We talked about the coming changes 
and expectations for each family member, and how 
this wasn’t just ME going to law school, it was a project 
that the whole family was going to be a part of. 

There were things I knew I was going to need to let 
go of in order to be successful and give law school 
the attention it deserved. The family sat down and 
engaged in some planning/strategy sessions and 
divided up the household responsibilities. It took 
a while to get into a good weekly rhythm. I try to 
get as much of my own schoolwork done while my 
kids are in school. As needed, I will take a book or 
flashcards along to one of my kids’ appointments. I 
listen to podcasts while working. Explaining what I’m 
learning to my kids or husband has been especially 
helpful. Often, they ask good questions, which helps 
me either cement my own understanding or point out 
places where I have gaps in my knowledge. All of 
these things have helped incorporate law school into 
my daily life.

Being a mother comes with a lot of fatigue: mental, 
emotional, and physical. I was concerned about 
staying focused during the evening classes which, 
let’s be honest, continues past the part of the day 
where my, often already overloaded brain normally 
shuts off. So far, my brain has risen to the challenge 

in every way. It’s almost as if it had been waiting for 
something interesting to come along and challenge 
it. Discovering my learning style as a kinetic 
learner has been revolutionary. Movement helps 
me retain information, which has been a necessity 
for memorizing all the rules. Another thing that has 
worked for me is alternating study with creativity. 
When I feel myself starting to lose focus when I’m 
studying, or when I’m having trouble understanding 
something, I’ll take a break and find a creative and/
or physical activity. The alternating of activities helps 
me process information.

Regardless of our life choices, every mother knows 
about “mommy guilt”. We feel guilty when we feel 
like we are failing our kids in ways that are important 
to us. I have felt the sting of mommy guilt throughout 
my life for every reason you can imagine. Strangely, 
I haven’t felt an ounce of it for my decision to go to 
law school. I have a deep awareness of the fact that 
in doing what I am doing, working hard towards a 
goal; doing something that I feel passionate about; 
using my gifts and skills to gain a career that will be 
rewarding to me; and (hopefully) make the world a 
better place, is the best example I can give my kids 
in the long run. 

In her book, “A Return to Love” by Marianne 
Williamson she says, “As we let our own light shine, 
we consciously give other people permission to do the 
same.” This is what I am giving my kids - permission 
to let their lights shine in the world. I am showing 
them that whatever they feel passionate about in their 
lives, it’s worth the effort and hard work to go out 
and do it. Along the way I’ve inspired more than just 
my own children; I’ve inspired others as well. A friend 
of mine, also a stay-at-home mom, confessed that 

I’ve inspired her to go back to school and become 
a teacher. Multiple other people have told me I’ve 
inspired them on their own life’s journey. This was  
not my intention, but I love knowing that just by 
following my own dreams, I’ve inspired others to 
follow theirs as well. 

Before being accepted into Lincoln, I had an 
opportunity to speak with the Dean over the phone. 
During the conversation, he mentioned being 
interested/entertained by the personal statement I 
had written about how if I had my own law firm one 
day, I would love to exclusively hire mothers. I said 
this for several reasons, including that throughout my 
parenting career I’ve learned how to strategize, how 
to creatively problem solve by thinking outside of the 
box, how to find unique solutions to meet the needs 
of individual clients (my children). I’ve learned how 
to work hard, how to be longsuffering through work 
and trials and hardships. I know how to negotiate, 
how to tell when someone’s lying and when to stand 
my ground or back down. Perhaps most importantly, 
I’ve learned how to understand and empathize with 
others. All of these things will make me a better 
lawyer than I would have been without staying at 
home and raising my children first.

It is an easy thing when you are a mother to lose sight 
of who you are and what is important to you. This is 
my experience. And I am proud of what I see in the 
mirror as I conclude my first year of law school.

Becoming an attorney comes with Never-in-a-million-
years-did-I -ever-expect-to-see-myself-in-law-school… 
Scratch that... 50 million years. I know, I know –
you’re probably thinking to yourself, “Yeah, everyone 
says that” – but seriously – I never imagined that I, 
Me, yeah-I, would ever go to law school.

I grew up in a very conservative culture where 
my career has been predestined – as a Domestic 
Engineer; my job as a woman was to get married, 
have children, and stay at home to care for them while 
performing all the other “wifely” duties expected 
of me like cooking and cleaning. So, I got married 
young. I didn’t go to college because it seemed like 
a waste of time and money. I had a lot of kids, six 
at last count; and for the last 20 years they have 
been my primary focus. But things began to change 
for me as my children grew. I realized that one day 
they would grow up and no longer live with us. My 
“career path” would hit a dead end, and I began to 
feel like there was more for me to do in the world than 
just motherhood; that maybe motherhood wasn’t the 
entirety of who I am. 

For six years, I wracked my brain to figure out what 
I was supposed to do with my life. I visited a career 
counselor, and when I was told my best career choice 
was to become a lawyer, I laughed. No way was  
I ever going to do that – well, so I thought. First of 
all, I didn’t believe I was smart enough; and second,  
I figured I was too old to consider a career that required 
so much education. Life had different plans for me 
though. Everything kept pushing me in the direction 
of law school. I realized that I could spend the next 4 
years working towards becoming a lawyer, or spend 
it lamenting about school taking too much time.  
So, here I am.

FROM 
STAY-AT-HOME 
MOM

TO 
LAWYER 
MOM
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I didn’t know the anxiety I would begin to develop 
as a result of these disabilities, nor did I know the 
ruthless bullying I would endure. I didn’t know that it 
would come to feel like my own brain was working 
against me. I didn’t know that I would begin to resent 
school and the educational experience as a whole. I 
didn’t know that I could ever feel so stupid. But I knew 
I wanted to be a lawyer.

My early educational experiences left a bad taste in 
my mouth. After I graduated high school, I attended 
college for about a year but lacked the motivation to 
do well or even attend class. As a result, I dropped 
out. My dream of becoming a lawyer was dead. I 
decided to dedicate the following years to doing 
pretty much anything I wanted, so long as it made 
me happy.

My search for serotonin led me to live several different 
lives. I lived at an Ashram and became a yoga 
instructor; I became a dedicated full-time acrylic 
artist; and I traveled the world as a flight attendant. I 
viewed the Northern Lights from the cockpit of a 737, 
went ice skating at Rockefeller Center, jumped off cliffs 
in Hawaii, and enjoyed countless other adventures. I 
was trying to find fulfillment in anything but finding it 
in nothing. It wasn’t until I was restricted to bed rest 
with my foot in a cast – a victim of turbulence and high 
heels – that I stopped long enough to finally address 
that long avoided and pervasive voice in the back of 
my mind reminding me that I wanted to be a lawyer. 
However, my self-doubt surrounding education meant 
I did not know how I could ever scale what seemed 
an unscalable mountain.

On crutches and with my parents at my side for 
support, we walked into Lincoln Law School of 
Sacramento for a career night. Dean Schiavenza 
spoke about all the hardships and dedication that 
would be required to study law, and I found myself 
absolutely mesmerized. I had never felt a surge of 
motivation like I did that night. I was going to become 
a Lincoln Law School Student.

This was easier said than done because the only 
things I had to show for my college experience were 
sorority t-shirts and a hatred for the taste of gin. I only 
had a high school degree. However, I learned Lincoln 
sometimes admits students under a “special student” 
status, meaning admission may be possible without 
the formality of an undergraduate degree. I needed 
to pass several College-Level Examination Program 

Exams, earn an acceptable LSAT score, petition the 
Dean for special admission and pass the First-Year 
Law Students’ Exam (“Baby Bar”) after completing 
my first year of studies. A very unconventional and 
difficult path into law school, but one that was 
available to me. I’ll spare the extraneous details and 
state the obvious, I got in.

The most surprising part of starting as a Lincoln 
student was the grades I was earning. I was earning 
A’s in all of my subjects. I cannot confidently say that 
I had ever earned an “A” grade in any subject prior 
to my first year at Lincoln. I was beyond elated, but 
admittedly confused. I had to pause and ask myself, 
what changed? My situation was the same as there 
is no cure for learning disabilities and I did not have 
any friends or family in the legal profession to help 
me understand the often-esoteric legal theories. 
The material was just as new and foreign to me 
as it was to the other students. The possibility that 
my professors had all mistakenly given me a much 
higher grade than I had deserved absolutely crossed 
my mind, but a mistake of that magnitude repeated 
several times over by several different people would 
be highly improbable.

In my case, the simple answer was maybe that for the 
first time in my life, I was believing in myself. Trust me, 
even as I type those words, I have to fight the urge to 
roll my eyes. Telling people they can overcome their 
problems by simply believing in themselves is such 
a hackneyed concept for success that it feels more 
like a cop-out meant to stand in the place of real 
advice. However, self-awareness and self-esteem can 
make success achievable. Here is some insight I have 
learned along the way.

If you are a fish, then acknowledge you are a fish. 
I have ADHD, Dysgraphia, and Dyslexia. I needed 
to embrace these disabilities by learning to live with 
them, instead of being ashamed of them. You need to 
acknowledge the challenges that you face, or you’ll 
never be able to work through them.

Next, realize the shortest distance between two 
points is not always a straight line. Embrace the 
curves in the road, adapt to them, and compensate 
for any shortcomings. For example, did I read all 
the cases I was assigned? Absolutely not (sorry 
professors). I tried, but I couldn’t because I read 
too slowly to get through approximately 50 cases 
before the next class. But what I could do, was read 
the condensed case briefs, watch Quimbee videos,  
and pay attention in class when the cases were 
discussed. Did the professor’s instruction of the 
material in class always make sense to me? Not 
a chance. But I was able to take the material and 
repackage it in a way that made sense to me. Make 
these accommodations for yourself and put in the 
work. If you have to learn something differently, 
remember that you’re still learning!

Finally, and above all else, my best advice is to never 
use your learning disability as an excuse. A learning 
disability is not an inability to be successful but 
having that mindset will set you up for failure.

In my case, I had to choose whether I would allow 
the weight of my learning disabilities to prevent me 
from moving forward like I had allowed them to 
many times before, or I could train myself to carry 
the additional weight. It took me years to realize 
that although climbing the proverbial mountain of  
success with the added weight would be more 
difficult, it also meant I would be so much stronger 
once I reached the top.

You may realize, like me, that you need to work twice 
as hard as the person next to you just to keep up, 
but if you can work twice as hard, there is nothing 
stopping you from working four times as hard.

 “Whether you think you can or you think you can’t you 
are right.” – Henry Ford

Take a chance on believing in yourself - you got this.

I am often hesitant to share my story for fear of 
embarrassment, or worse, pity. But if I had read 
a similar story it would have helped me, and for 
that reason, I’d like to share it in the hope it may  
benefit others.

For as long as I can remember, I have always 
wanted to help people who have been wronged. 
Unfortunately, as a child, this behavior often resulted 
in repeated trips to the principal’s office for what 
was perceived as being contrary and argumentative. 
Thankfully, my parents weren’t so quick to punish and 
were never dismissive. They fostered my strong-willed 
nature and supported my various juvenile vigilante 
crusades to stand-up for the rights of others. Once I 
learned there was a profession that perfectly aligned 
with my innate passion to fearlessly advocate for 
the downtrodden, it was settled. - I knew I wanted to  
be a lawyer.

What I didn’t know was I’d be diagnosed with a 
brain tumor or that the repercussions of that tumor, 
which came in the form of significant learning 
disabilities, would follow me for the rest of my life. 
I was labeled an inarticulate speaker because my 
thoughts, although clear in my mind, would come out 
jumbled and backwards when I spoke; a slow reader 
because I was quick to lose my place while reading; 
and a poor speller because the wires crossed in my 
brain made it difficult to differentiate between similar 
shaped letters.

DISABILITY, 
NOT  
INABILITY
AN UNCONVENTIONAL ROAD 
TO SUCCESS AND WHAT I 
LEARNED ALONG THE WAY

 “EVERYBODY IS A 
GENIUS. BUT IF YOU 
JUDGE A FISH BY ITS 
ABILITY TO CLIMB A 
TREE, IT WILL LIVE ITS 
ENTIRE LIFE BELIEVING 
THAT IT IS STUPID.” 
– ALBERT EINSTEIN
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average federal drug sentence of African Americans 
was 11% higher than for white Americans, but only 
four years following the passage of the Drug Act, that 
number dramatically increased to 49% higher.5 The 
ACLU also found that, contrary to the legislature’s 
intent (and likely the intent of the voters), the laws’ 
goal of targeting high level narcotic traffickers failed. 
Data obtained from the Sentencing Commission shows 
that 73% of defendants charged with possession 
of crack cocaine had only low-level involvement in 
drug activity.6 The 100:1 sentencing ratio for crack 
cocaine was intended to deter violent criminal 
conduct believed to be associated with involvement 
in the distribution of crack cocaine. However, data 
shows that significantly less violent crime is actually 
associated with its distribution. In 2000, 64.8% of 
overall crack offenses did not involve weapons with 
regard to any participant, 74.5% of crack offenders 
had no personal weapons involvement, and only 
2.3% of crack offenders actively used a weapon.7 

Recently, a number of reforms were enacted in an 
effort to remedy the harm caused by the draconian 
Drug Act. In 2010, under President Obama, the Fair 
Sentencing Act reduced the disparity in sentencing 
between crack cocaine and powder cocaine from 
100:1 to 18:1. In 2018, under President Trump, the 
First Step Act was enacted, in order to reduce prison 
terms for certain crack cocaine convictions.8 Even 
with these reforms, the harm caused to communities 
of color remains. Had an independent member of 
the judiciary been able to render a fair sentence, 
commensurate to the degree of harm inflicted by 
a particular defendant upon society, countless 
individuals would not have suffered such severe 
punishment. The concept of mandatory minimum 
sentencing began with the passage of the Sentencing 
Reform Act of 1984, which was designed to eliminate 
previous widespread disparity in sentencing across 
the country due to wholly unguided discretion. Shortly 
thereafter, Sentencing Guidelines were created for 
federal judges, which mandated that defendants be 
sentenced according to specified terms.9 

The Supreme Court finally stepped in, nineteen years 
after the passage of the Drug Act. The Court in United 
States v. Booker (2005) 543 U.S. 220, held that 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines are discretionary not 
mandatory. In a majority opinion delivered by Justice 

Ginsburg, the Court later applied the Booker analysis 
in Kimbrough v. United States (2007) 552 U.S. 85, 
90-91, as applied to crack cocaine offenses,

We hold that, under Booker, the cocaine 
Guidelines, like all other Guidelines, are advisory 
only, and that the Court of Appeals erred in holding 
the crack/powder disparity effectively mandatory. 
A district judge must include the Guidelines range 
in the array of factors warranting consideration. 
The judge may determine, however, that, in the 
particular case, a within-Guidelines sentence is 
greater than necessary to serve the objectives of 
sentencing. In making that determination, the judge 
may consider the disparity between the Guidelines’ 
treatment of crack and powder cocaine offenses.

In California, the practice of mandatory minimum 
sentencing remains. However, in a 2020 annual 
report, the Committee on Revision of the Penal Code 
recommend that such practices in California end, 
in favor of judicial discretion to impose a sentence 
proportionate to the severity of the offense.10

Despite its disastrous effects, the Drug Act and the 
practice of mandatory minimum sentencing is merely 
a single issue in the history of our nation. It’s easy 
to forget how the passage of the Drug Act started. 
It began with the tragic death of a college athlete, 
which was then used to inflame the emotions of a 
nation. Politicians took advantage and quickly passed 
a crime bill before the upcoming midterm elections. 
And despite a lack of legal training, the legislative 
branch felt as though it had the authority to instruct 
the judicial branch how carry out its duties. As voters 
in a representative democracy, we are a fundamental 
component of the checks and balances placed upon 
the government. Today, however, with politicians on 
both sides of the aisle preying upon human emotion in 
an effort to win election cycles, it is important that we 
educate ourselves in order to ascertain facts versus 
hyperbole or distraction rooted in personal interest 
or political gain. We must ask not only what purpose 
a particular legislative proposal serves, but what will 
be its affect and whether the rights of others would 
be compromised in the process. Otherwise, millions 
of Americans will continue to be collateral damage in 
the never-ending fight for power.

On June 19, 1986, a University of Maryland basketball 
player, Len Bias, died of a drug related overdose; 
two days after the Boston Celtics selected him as the 
2nd pick in the 1986 NBA Draft.2 The case captured 
widespread national media attention, which focused 
largely on the suspected cause of the young athlete’s 
death – crack cocaine. It was later discovered that 
Bias died of a powder cocaine overdose, not crack 
cocaine. However, the media stuck to the narrative 
and politicians capitalized. Shortly after his death, 
with midterm elections quickly approaching, Congress 
hastily passed the Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 
(Drug Act), which required that individuals facing 
prosecution for possession of crack cocaine face 
significantly harsher penalties than those charged 
with possession of powder cocaine. In fact, the ratio 
was set at 100:1, meaning that individuals convicted 
of distributing 500 grams of powder cocaine, faced 
the same punishment as an individual convicted with 
distribution of five grams of crack cocaine. The death 
of the young athlete sparked a panic, stoked by 
false rumors in the media and high-stakes political 
campaigns, which resulted in the passage of a law 
that ravaged low income, minority communities for 
nearly two decades to come.

In a 2006 report, the American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) found that the Drug Act had a devastating 
effect on inner city communities of color.3 African 
Americans made up 15% of the country’s drug users, 
yet comprised of 37% of the population arrested for 
drug violations, 59% of those convicted, and 74% 
of those sentenced to prison for a drug offense.4 In 
1986, before the enactment of federal mandatory 
minimum sentencing for crack cocaine offenses, the 

There isn’t much debate about how politicians are 
elected to public office. They register as a candidate 
for a particular position, elections are held, and 
people vote. That’s fairly straight forward. What 
becomes concerning are the minimal requirements to 
hold such a position. In order to serve as a member 
of Congress, an individual must be: 1. at least twenty-
five years old; 2. a United States citizen for at least 
seven years; and 3. he must reside in the state he 
seeks to represent.1 Such minimal qualifications 
offer virtually any citizen the ability to run for public 
office. The U.S. Constitution provides no guidance 
regarding any required education or professional 
background. In theory, access to public office should 
be non-restrictive – of course, equal access to run for 
office is a cornerstone of good democracy. However, 
a significant number of congressional seats are held 
by persons who were not previously lawyers, judges, 
or legal academics. So, why does this matter? Why 
should a candidate be required to have a legal 
background prior to running for public office? Well, 
there should be no such requirement, but neither 
should otherwise unqualified persons be able to 
mandate that the judicial branch sentence defendants 
to a particular term of imprisonment. The idea that a 
legislative body has the ability to require members 
of the judiciary to sentence individuals to specific 
terms of incarceration is not only a blatant attack on 
the independence of the judiciary, but history has 
proven that the resulting effect is unbelievable pain 
and injustice.
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1United States Constitution, Article I, Section 2, Clause 2.
2Jon Schuppe, NBC News, June 19th 2016, 30 Tears after Basketball Star Len Bias’ Death, Its Drug Was Impact Endures. https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/30-
years-after-basketball-star-len-bias-death-its-drug-n593731
3Deborah Vagins, Jesselyn McCurdy, The American Civil Liberties Union, October 26th, 2006, Cracks in the System: Twenty Years of the Unjust Federal Crack Cocaine 
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 Interfaith Drug Policy Initiative, Mandatory Minimum Sentencing Fact Sheet.

5Drug Policy Alliance, Race and the Drug War. https://drugpolicy.org/issues/race-and-drug-war.
6U.S. Sentencing Commission, Report to the Congress: Cocaine and Federal Sentencing Policy 102-103 (2002).
7Supra, note 2.
8Brittanica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia, July 23rd, 2020, War on Drugs. https://www.britannica.com/topic/war-on-drugs - ref1284289.
9Criminal Justice Policy Foundation, Mandatory Minimums and Sentencing Reforms. https://www.cjpf.org/mandatory-minimums.
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 LATINX
LAW 
STUDENT 
ASSOCIATION

The Latinx Law Student Association (LLSA) is a  
not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organization serving as a 
conduit for Latinx law student voices. Founded on 
principles of social, ethnic, racial, gender and sexual 
equality, the LLSA is focused on advancing Latinx 
students with academic success and commitment to 
community service. The LLSA is fueled by a progressive 
coalition-building approach to addressing the legal 
issues affecting Latinx around the nation.

LLSA focuses to encourage the retention and 
recruitment of Latinx law students, in an effort to 
increase the diversity of Latinx in the legal field. 
Despite Latinx being 18 percent of the population  
in the U.S., we only comprise about 4 percent of  
U.S. lawyers. For Latinas, these numbers are even 
smaller. Latinas account for less than 2 percent of 
American lawyers. 

For our annual speaker, LLSA was very honored to 
have the Honorable Judge Francisco De Alba. Judge 
De Alba’s story was truly inspirational and a true 
example that anyone can accomplish their goals 
despite humble beginnings. Judge De Alba began as 
a clerk with the Third Appellate District where he was 
mentored by Justice Cruz Reynoso, the first Chicano 
associate justice of the state Supreme Court and a 
Presidential Medal of Freedom recipient. He then 
continued his work with the attorney general and is 
now a highly decorated judge and recipient of many 
awards including judge of the year in 2011 from the 
Sacramento County Bar Association and Judge of 
the Year Award in 2016 from the Capitol City Trial 
Lawyers Association. In 2020, Judge De Alba was 
the recipient of the Defensor de Justicia Award by 
the Cruz Reynoso Bar Association. He has provided 
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41 years of public service and we were honored to 
have him as this year’s guest speaker. We were also 
honored to have our previous LLSA guest speakers, 
Judge Emily Vasquez and Judge Alberto Rosas, in 
attendance at our event offering their continuous 
support and encouragement.

In pursuit of justice through diversity and equality, the 
LLSA has been able to provide educational resources, 
community outreach opportunities, and professional 
networking among Latinx law students and attorneys 
in the Sacramento area, and has become increasingly 
diverse in our membership, making our coalition 
stronger than ever before.

The LLSA thanks Lincoln Law School and the SBA for 
their support and encouragement for the activities 
and events we do throughout the year. LLSA invites 
and welcomes all students of all races and ethnicities 
to join our organization and attend our events in 
support of diversity and equality.
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In the time of COVID-19 and the rapid digitization of 
the legal field that the global pandemic has caused, 
it can be easy to overlook brick-and-mortar locations 
where you speak face-to-face with people to advance 
your legal research and receive assistance with your 
complicated legal queries. As a 2L in Professor 
Doering’s Advanced Legal Writing and Research 
course, law libraries were definitely not listed as a 
crucial part of one’s legal research process. However, 
law libraries can be helpful to law students in certain 
situations, and they can certainly be an important tool 
towards success for new attorneys beginning their 
legal careers or for attorneys who find themselves 
litigating in an unfamiliar area of law.

In 1891, the state of California enacted statutes 
mandating an independent law library in every 
California county. The Sacramento County Public 
Law Library (SCPLL) was one of the first county law 
libraries built in the State. It was established on March 
31, 1891 with the mission of providing practitioners, 
officers of the court, and the general public with free 
access to legal information. Currently, it is the sixth 
largest law library in all of California’s 58 counties. 
The SCPLL is conveniently located across the street 
from the Gordon D. Schaber Sacramento County 
Courthouse in Downtown Sacramento.

The SCPLL primarily serves as a practice library—
filled with practical materials for attorneys and the 
public. As such, it can be easy to dismiss the SCPLL 
as not being “law student-friendly”. While it does not 
boast of study-rooms, casebooks, hornbooks, and 
other such materials associated with the academic 
law libraries found on campuses of traditional law 
schools, the SCPLL has proven useful to me as a 
student on several occasions. As a paralegal student 
in American River College’s Legal Assisting program, 
I was once assigned to create a motion, including a 
memorandum of points and authorities. Having had 
no practical experience in preparing motions, I did 
what any reasonable person would do–I Googled, 
crossed my fingers, and hoped I would find something 
useful. This was my first introduction to the SCPLL’s 
website–www.saclaw.org. On SCPLL’S website, I 
found a myriad of legal research guides and step-
by-step guides that explained in plain English the 
requirements for a motion and memorandum of points 
and authorities. The step-by-step guide even included 
a sample motion with detailed instructions. Thanks to 
these guides, I was able to complete my assignment 
with confidence, despite my inexperience.

For new practitioners or attorneys practicing in a  
new area of law, the SCPLL is full of resources 
to promote career success. Beyond its website– 
www.saclaw.org–and their guides, the SCPLL has 
plenty of other offerings. Those who visit the law 
library in person can gain access to Westlaw and 
LexisNexis–this can be beneficial either to solo 
practitioners or simply to those who lack access 
to either of these resources. The physical materials 
within the SCPLL are also fairly helpful for practicing 
attorneys; it has pleadings and practice books 
regarding several different legal fields. These 
pleading and practice books help one’s practical 
understanding by providing pointers and samples 
of different pleadings that can be used to further 
a client’s desired end goals. For those who are 
daunted by their need to conduct legal research, 
SCPLL employs several knowledgeable and friendly 
law librarians. Law librarians are familiar with a 
multitude of resources–physical books and electronic 
databases–and can refer you to the appropriate 
resources for your particular legal query. For unique 
or unusual situations, they can point out specialized 
resources on a particular topic that go into more 
depth than the best-known practice guides. Even 
those who prefer online research through Westlaw 
or Lexis Nexis can benefit from law librarians. Law 
librarians can show you how to use tools beyond 
the search bar and can recommend advanced 
search techniques to focus your search results from 
thousands of cases to a few relevant ones. In addition 
to these resources, the SCPLL also sponsors and 
hosts Mandatory Continuing Legal Education (MCLE) 
courses. During COVID, there are two ways to receive 
MCLE credits from SCPLL–one way is to attend the 
live webinar, and the other way is to purchase the 
recorded video of the MCLE for participatory credit. 
The SCPLL is primarily a practice library and as such, 
many of its materials and resources can be invaluable 
for practicing attorneys.

Law libraries serve an important function in the legal 
field. They are useful to both law students and to 
attorneys. They house resources to help advance one’s 
legal research and further one’s legal education. Our 
local law library, the SCPLL, is truly an exceptional 
one. From its website to its physical location, its 
offerings are a huge benefit to the Lincoln Law  
School community.

B Y  J E N N I F E R  C H A V E Z  |  C L A S S  O F  2 0 2 3

AMONG 
THE RANGE…

THE SACRAMENTO 
COUNTY PUBLIC 
LAW LIBRARY  
WAS ONE OF THE 
FIRST COUNTY 
LAW LIBRARIES 
BUILT IN THE 
STATE. IT WAS 
ESTABLISHED ON 
MARCH 31, 1891.

THE SACRAMENTO 
COUNTY PUBLIC 
LAW LIBRARY

35

1891- 
2021



37  38

Becoming an attorney, the traditional way, by 
earning a Juris Doctor degree, comes with many 
requirements. At Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 
(Lincoln), you are required to complete a minimum of 
86 semester units of course work, including 76 units 
of required courses and 10 units of elective courses. 
The required courses are pre-selected for you by 
Lincoln Administration. But what about the elective 
courses? Selecting electives is each student’s choice 
and responsibility. Proper planning is key to making 
sure that you have all your elective units completed by 
the time you are ready to graduate.

Lincoln offers several options to earn your elective units.

OPTION 1:  
PRE-1L COURSES

1L courses at Lincoln officially start in the fall semester. 
However, you may begin your legal education in either 
spring or summer, prior to the official start of your 1L 
education, as a pre-1L. You may enroll in specially 
selected electives, which usually include “Introduction 
to Legal Studies” offered in the spring semester and 
“Laws and the Judicial System of the United States” 
offered in the summer semester. Completing pre-1L 
courses is a great way to earn four elective units 
before entering a more rigorous full 1L curriculum. 

I strongly recommend taking “Introduction to Legal 
Studies” with Professor Grippi. In this course you 
will learn how to brief cases; how Lincoln exams are 
administered; and most importantly, you will get a 
chance to see if law school is really for you. I took this 
course upon the Dean’s recommendation and it was 
the best decision I have ever made! I believe I would 
not be as successful in law school as I am if it was  
not for this course.

OPTION 2:  
SUMMER COURSES

The most common way Lincoln students earn elective 
units is by taking two-unit summer courses. Some 
courses are offered each summer, such as “Family 
Law”; however, most courses are offered every other 
year, such as “Taxation”, “Immigration Law”, and 
“Employment Law”.

Summer courses are scheduled on Mondays and 
Wednesdays or Tuesdays and Thursdays. So, if you 
plan to complete four units over the summer, you must 
attend class four nights per week. Summer courses are 
six weeks long and include a final exam, scheduled in 
week seven. While most summer courses are graded, 
some are offered on a pass/fail basis.

Keep in mind, however, that after successful 
completion of your second year at Lincoln, you will 
be enrolled in Moot Court, which is a required course 
scheduled in the summer semester following your 
second year. Consequently, if you plan to complete 
all of your elective units by taking summer courses but 
you did not take any pre-1L courses, you will have to 
earn four units during the summer after your first year, 
two units during the summer after your second year, 
and four units during the summer after your third year.

A better plan is to consider other options that allow 
you to free up at least one of your summers, preferably 
the one following your third year, so you can start 
reviewing your 1L and 2L outlines in preparation for 
the California Bar Exam, if you want to give yourself 
a head start.
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OPTION 5:  
LEGAL INTERNSHIP/ 
EXTERNSHIP

Lincoln encourages its students to acquire practical 
experience in the legal field by performing legal 
work as a student intern or extern under the direct 
supervision of a licensed attorney. Third- and fourth-
year students who are in good academic standing 
are eligible for internship elective units. Second-year 
students and students on academic probation must 
receive approval from the Dean to be eligible to earn 
elective units from an internship or externship. Each 
unit requires completion of 45 internship/externship 
hours. A maximum of four units may be earned as a 
student intern, and only two units per semester are 
permitted, on a credit/no credit basis.

In my opinion, every student should take advantage 
of this opportunity because practical legal experience 
is priceless when you are job hunting! Internships 
are usually very time consuming; to avoid feeling 
overwhelmed with all the responsibilities in the fall 
or spring semester, I strongly recommend considering 
this option for the summer semester, especially if you 
already work full-time.

OPTION 6:  
TRANSFER COURSES

Finally, if all else fails, Lincoln permits its students to 
take online courses at another law school and transfer 
the units earned to Lincoln. All transferred units must 
be earned at law schools accredited by the American 
Bar Association or the California Committee of Bar 
Examiners and permission from Lincoln Administration 
must be secured prior to enrolling in those courses.

Lincoln provides a variety of ways to its students to 
earn units through elective courses. My personal 
recommendation is to select a combination of summer 
and weekend courses, and to complete at least two 
units as a student intern, if possible. Whatever you 
decide, remember that having a plan is essential, 
especially if there are specific courses that might be 
of interest to you. Please refer to Lincoln’s website for 
additional information on the elective courses offered.

OPTION 3:  
WEEKEND COURSES

Weekend courses usually require attendance on both 
Saturday and Sunday, from 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 
p.m., to earn one elective unit on a pass/fail basis. At 
least one or two weekend courses are offered each 
fall and spring semester and priority is given to third- 
and fourth-year students.

Some of the weekend courses offered at Lincoln 
include: “Taking and Defending Depositions”, 
“Water Law”, and “Alternative Dispute Resolution/
Negotiations”; and are taught by professors who 
teach your required courses.

Weekend courses are typically advertised on Populi 
and enrollment is limited, so be sure to check Populi’s 
“dashboard” often if you do not want to miss them! 
Best part - no textbook to purchase!

OPTION 4:  
LEGAL PROJECTS

In addition to traditional courses, Lincoln students have 
an opportunity to earn elective units by participating 
in school related projects, such as being an editor of 
the Voir Dire magazine or a Friday Review Program 
Coordinator. These opportunities are limited, however, 
and require approval from the Dean. Typically, one 
elective unit is earned in exchange for participating 
in those activities during the fall and spring semesters, 
consecutively.
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The Sacramento Superior Court and Lincoln Law 
School Students, A Perfect Match!

The 2020-21 school year marks the 10th year of a 
highly successful partnership between the Sacramento 
Superior Court and Lincoln Law School. In 2011, 
Dean Schiavenza and I started a mentorship program 
among judges on the Sacramento Superior Court and 
4th year Lincoln students. The idea for the mentorship 
program was simple – to connect Lincoln students with 
judicial officers who could create opportunities for 
them beyond the classroom. The idea incorporated 
students’ observation of legal proceedings and the 
machinations of a busy judge’s chambers, as well 
as dialogue with judicial officers regarding their 
experiences as lawyers and judges. 

While my colleagues and I are sometimes isolated  
from interactions with members of our legal com-
munity, our standards of judicial administration 
recognize the important role that we as judicial 
officers serve in educating members of the community, 
including students.

Judicial participation in community outreach activities 
should be considered an official judicial function to 
promote public understanding of and confidence in 
the administration of justice. (California Standards for 
Judicial Administration, Standard 10.5)

The format of the mentorship program has evolved 
over the years. In its infancy, a judicial officer mentor 
met with his/her paired student mentee once a  
month – over coffee, lunch, or in the judge’s chambers. 
During these monthly visits, the judge and student 
generally chatted about the conclusion of 4th year 

and preparation for the Bar Exam; the judge’s career 
path; and a discussion about the judge’s varied court 
assignments. Each year thereafter we enhanced the 
program by identifying new ways to support Lincoln 
students. In successive years, my colleagues and I 
were determined to expose our mentees to the varying 
types of cases that are heard in our courtrooms. Our 
mentees soon found themselves observing court 
hearings in their mentor’s courtroom and subsequently 
discussing the procedural aspects of the hearings. As 
progression continued, participating judges began 
coordinating with other judicial officers to create even 
more opportunities for Lincoln students, which now 
includes having front row seats to observe a variety 
of proceedings and discussion with the assigned 
judicial officer. This fine-tuned technique has proven 
highly successful!

As you are acutely aware, 2020 presented numerous 
challenges to all of us. Determined to continue the 
mentorship program despite the pandemic and 
inability to meet in person, Dean Schiavenza and 
I marched forward and created a program for the 
2020-21 school year, which in some respects has 
outshined previous years. While we continued to pair 
judicial officers and students and they found ways to 
meet, albeit perhaps virtually, we added a component 
that has found its way as a permanent facet of the 
mentorship program. This year we incorporated 
monthly group observations or presentations for the 
students on Zoom. We kicked the mentorship program 
off in September with a Zoom meeting that included 
all of the participating judicial officers and students. 
Since then the students have enjoyed the experience 
of observing one of our collaborative courts; Mental 
Health Court. They “zoomed into” the Mental 
Health Court calendar and met with the judge who 

 42

presides over the Sacramento Superior Court’s many 
collaborative courts, Judge Larry Brown. The students 
also observed oral arguments being heard by the 
Third District Court of Appeals and then spoke with 
Justice Ronald Robie, one of the justices who presided 
over the arguments. In December, our students met 
with Judge Shama Mesiwala and observed her 
juvenile dependency calendar. We followed that up 
in January with a panel discussion with attorneys 
who practice in the field of juvenile dependency. 
There our students had the opportunity to hear about 
the nature of the attorneys’ work and challenges 
within. In February we meet on Zoom with the court’s 
Supervising Judge of our Family Law & Probate 
division, Judge Bunmi Awoniyi and administrative 
managers who provided the students with an overview 
of the types of calendars the court has in family law 
& probate and the resources available to the parties, 
many of whom, in light of the costs of litigation, are 
forced to represent themselves in these incredibly 
important proceedings. Other experiences included 
a panel discussion with attorneys practicing in local 
government offices like the District Attorney, Public 
Defender and Attorney General Offices, as well as 
a panel discussion with attorneys in private practice.

As I reflect on this mentorship program, I am struck 
by the opportunity that my colleagues and I are 
able to afford Lincoln students. It is personally and 
professionally fulfilling for my colleagues and me to 
meet with Lincoln students with a purpose of sharing 
our love of the law and learning their future goals. It is 
a rewarding way to spend our time and to give back 
to the Sacramento legal community. I am so proud 
of my colleagues and of our partnership with Lincoln 
Law School. And to our participating Lincoln students, 
you have impacted us tremendously and I can speak 
from experience – we have learned as much from you 
as you have learned from us!

So…. what are the rest of you waiting for?  
A new session starts in September!
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ABOUT ME

As a young man I was not good at most things. I did 
not play a musical instrument, I was not an athlete, 
nor particularly good at school; in fact, I was told 
that law school, for me, would be a waste of time 
and money.

My decision to go to law school and to become 
an attorney had its genesis in the need to fight for 
the underdog. Some of my earliest memories are of 
standing with my mother on a picket line protesting 
unfair wages. She was a single mother, working two 
jobs and was paid less money simply because she 
was a woman. The logic was that women worked as 
a “hobby”, but men had families to support. Yet, she 
persisted, and she eventually received the same pay 
as her male counterparts.

I had little contact with my father until my teenage 
years; but even with only a 6th grade education, he 
was one of the smartest people I have known. He 
piqued my curiosity about politics and my interest in 
the ACLU; he also fostered the idea that, “democracy 
is more than two wolves and a sheep voting on 
what to have for dinner.” The natural progression, of 
course, was to attend law school to learn the rules 
necessary to fight for those without a voice.

Despite the odds, I enrolled in law school and I learned 
quickly that I could compete with those who had gone 
to a better undergraduate school or had come from 
a more affluent background. My initial struggle was 
that I was such a poor writer that my grades did not 
reflect my knowledge of the law or my understanding 
of how the law applied to the facts. After struggling 

my first year, and with a lot of practice, I learned how 
to write an exam “law school style”, which led to my 
successful completion of law school. While I have no 
qualms about the legal education I received, I was 
glad to see law school in my rearview mirror.

I started off as a prosecutor in Bakersfield and in 
less than two years I was trying all cases in Kern 
County that involved death due to driving under the 
influence. The struggles I faced were mainly due to 
trying cases against more experienced attorneys. It 
can be humbling to be “schooled” in front of a judge 
and jury, but when it happens, you never forget it. 
That is why I tried to be the most prepared attorney 
in the courtroom and if I made any missteps they 
were based on a lack of experience and not for 
lack of preparation. I read once that to be a great 
trial attorney you have to lose badly at least once…  
and I did. The result: A determination to never  
repeat that experience.

I was appointed to the bench as a California Superior 
Court judge at the end of 2013 by Governor Brown. 
I truly enjoy my job and I am surrounded by some 
intelligent and very able people. Currently I am 
serving as Supervising Judge of Criminal and have 
been selected by my peers as the current Assistant 
Presiding Judge.

I admit that at first, I struggled with the idea of being 
a judge - after all I had fought “the man” for 20 
years as a defense attorney. But I soon realized that 
as a judge I can bring a different perspective to the 
bench. There is a time to give a person a break, and  
there is time to hold someone truly accountable  
for their actions.

 “ D E M O C R A C Y  I S  M O R E  T H A N  T W O  W O L V E S  A N D  
A  S H E E P  V O T I N G  O N  W H A T  T O  H A V E  F O R  D I N N E R .” 

Q&A WITH 2L 
KRISTINA PEHUR

WHAT TYPE OF LAW DID YOU 
PRACTICE BEFORE YOU BECAME 
A JUDGE? AND DO YOU MISS 
PRACTICING LAW?
I practiced criminal law my entire career starting in 
1988. I began as a prosecutor and then became 
a criminal defense attorney about five years later, 
which I practiced for over twenty years. I miss being 
an attorney sometimes; the battle, the trial work… 
getting the closing arguments just perfect.

WHAT ARE THE PROS AND CONS 
OF BEING A JUDGE AS COMPARED  
TO PRACTICING LAW/BEING  
AN ATTORNEY?
It was a big adjustment transitioning from attorney to 
judge. I’ve been a judge for over seven years, and 
I admit I enjoy being a judge much more. Prior to 
becoming a judge, I was a sole practitioner, which 
meant working most weekends as well as traveling. 
It was hard to keep the work-life balance and it 
was very stressful because in addition to being an 
attorney, I was also a businessman. Whereas judges 
can control their work schedule a bit better.

SO, WOULD YOU SAY IT IS EASIER  
TO BE A JUDGE?
I wouldn’t say being a judge is easier. Attorneys have 
to make a lot of tactical decisions while a judge has 
to make the right decision, even when there is not 
necessary a clear “right” answer.

WHAT IS YOUR GENERAL  
JUDICIAL PHILOSOPHY?
 “Every person is entitled to be treated with worth  
and dignity.”

DO YOU EVER WAKE UP IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT THINKING 
ABOUT A CASE, WISHING YOU HAD 
HANDLED SOMETHING DIFFERENTLY?
Waking up in the middle of the night happened 
often as a defense attorney. In my opinion, that is 
what makes you a good attorney. I never learned as 
much from my wins as I did from my losses. After a 
loss, I would wake up second guessing myself and 
wondered how I could have done a better job. As 
a judge, I make the best decision that I can. I recall 
a case where a drunk driver drove the opposite 
direction on the freeway and killed three teenagers. 
He gave a great speech at his sentencing hearing 
and I believed he was truly remorseful, but I still gave 
him the maximum sentence of fifteen years. I felt like 
it was the right sentence, but it was not a decision I 
made lightly.

WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR 
 GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT  
IN YOUR LEGAL CAREER?
Passing the bar! I think that’s one of the greatest 
accomplishments of my career as an attorney. Also 
being appointed to the Sacramento bench has been 
a dream come true. I am also very proud of how the 
“Golden State Killer” case was handled, but most of 
the credit goes to court staff, the attorneys handling 
the matter, and the Sacramento Sheriff’s department.

WHO ARE YOUR JUDICIAL ROLE 
MODELS? WHY?
Judge David De Alba, Judge Laurie Earl and Judge 
Allen Sumner are the judges whose temperament I 
try to emulate. In addition, they are always available 
to talk though difficult decisions. I tried many cases 
before many judges prior to my own appointment. 
In a way, every judge I appeared in front of was a 
mentor, and I benefit every day from that experience.

B Y  H O N O R A B L E  M I C H A E L  B O W M A N  
C O M M U N I T Y  P R O P E R T Y  P R O F E S S O R

Sources: Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 2020-2021 Catalog; 2020-2021 Student Handbook
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To the Class Of 2021,

Four years. 208 weeks. 1461 days. 35064 hours. 
One worldwide pandemic and various unique 
personal hardships and adversities. Countless hours 
studying, countless nights wondering why we chose 
this road. While I cannot speak for everyone, I know 
there have been times where I wondered if this 
herculean task was worthwhile. With the end in sight 
I can say, beyond a reasonable doubt, it was. We 
have persevered and are approaching the precipice 
of great change. 

Once at the summit, while staring into the vast chasm 
below, take the leap without fear. For fear is the killer 
of dreams and ambition. Remember, we chose this 
road. We did so with resolve and purpose and to 
falter at the finish would be a disservice to yourself 
and those who helped get you here. Once more I say 
leap and do so with the purpose and resolve you had 
at the start of this great journey. 

No words I could conjure could do justice to this 
momentous occasion, and as much as I try, I am no 
linguist, so I leave you all with this:

“To thy students of the future, those of the past s 
end greetings.”

– Plaque at the University of Illinois

To my Lincoln 2021 cohort – I am in awe of you and 
grateful beyond words for the gift of your support 
and friendship over these last four years. Each of you 
contributes to the intricate tapestry of diversity and 
experience that makes Lincoln the richest educational 
experience I have enjoyed since my undergrad days 
40 years ago.

Not being a typical law student myself, I fit right 
in at Lincoln. My niche in this class fell somewhere 
between archeological artifact and den-mother. It 
was a role I relished, in what has been one of the 
most joyful journeys of my life.

Of course, it wasn’t without some stress, frustration, 
and disappointments. But oh, how I will miss it… and 
miss you all! In the first days of online classes, I felt 
almost derailed. Then I noticed how effortlessly I 
recognized each of your voices. I didn’t need to see 
faces to know who had just asked that question, made 
that joke, or stepped up to brief a case. That was 
somehow greatly comforting – an affirmation of the 
human connections that survive physical separation.

If there is a silver lining to the lock-down, for me, it 
is that affirmation of the importance of our bonds 

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one 
less traveled by, and that has made all the difference.”  
The Road not Taken, Robert E. Frost

To Future Classes,

“Let me tell you something you already know. The world 
ain’t all sunshine and rainbows. It is a very mean and 
nasty place, and it will beat you to your knees and 
keep you there permanently if you let it. You, me, or 
nobody is gonna hit as hard as life. But it ain’t how 
hard you hit; it’s about how hard you can get hit and 
keep moving forward. How much you can take and 
keep moving forward. That’s how winning is done. 
Now, if you know what you’re worth, then go out and 
get what you’re worth. But you gotta be willing to take 
the hit, and not pointing fingers saying you ain’t where 
you are because of him, or her, or anybody. Cowards 
do that and that ain’t you. You’re better than that.” 

– Rocky Balboa

with each other. The friendships forged at Lincoln will 
be part of us for the rest of our lives. They are a 
treasure that will support and nurture our fledgling 
careers in the legal profession and community. Not 
to sugar-coat it… we definitely got kinda robbed by 
the pandemic. But it also made us unique, gave us a 
story to tell, and taught us just how much we already 
cared about each other.

To the whole cast & crew of professors, staff, and 
board members that it takes to run the show at 
Lincoln Law School, a huge round of applause and a  
heartfelt thank you.

And most especially to Dean Schiavenza – for 
creating the welcoming and supportive atmosphere 
at Lincoln – my deepest gratitude. I remember 
asking you, early in my studies, what you would do 
if our whole 1L class passed and wanted to enter 
2L, because the classrooms wouldn’t hold us all. You 
said, “We’d buy a bigger school.” We laughed, but I 
heard the sincerity as well. That philosophy sums up 
my experience of Lincoln. Competition has its place, 
but where one student’s success threatens another’s 
future, it is stifling. Thank you, for instead fostering an 
atmosphere where knowledge and ideas flow freely, 
rather than being jealously guarded.

I look forward to staying connected with my Lincoln 
family until I am at least four-score and seven.

 46Sources: Lincoln Law School of Sacramento 2020-2021 Catalog; 2020-2021 Student Handbook
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LORENCE ANDERSON

I could not have made it through law school without the 
support of my wife, Kelsey. Thank you for understanding 
and accommodating my hectic and stressful schedule 
these last four years. Thank you for tolerating me, 
regardless of how difficult school became. I love and 
appreciate you more than I know how to explain.

Thank you to my family for raising me with the discipline 
and work ethic needed to come this far.

Finally, thank you to my classmates, Matt and Tom, for 
pushing me through school and for constantly reassuring 
me that everything would be ok. I’m happy to say that 
I’ve made two new friends for life. Hopefully, in the 
not-too-distant future, the three of us will make at least 
one good lawyer.

CHELSEA ANDERSON

Justice Scalia once said “In a big family the first child 
is kind of like the first pancake. If it’s not perfect, that’s 
OK, there are a lot more coming along.” Speaking as 
the youngest child of nine, my parents apparently also 
believed practice makes perfect.

JEFFREY BACOCH

CRISTIE ANDERSON

 “We delight in the beauty of the butterfly, but rarely admit 
the changes it has gone through to achieve that beauty.” 
–  Maya Angelou

There are no words adequate enough to describe the 
transformation that occurs over four years of law school. 
The last four years have been the most difficult and 
humbling, but also the most rewarding years of my life. I am 
grateful beyond measure to my family and friends whose 
unrelenting love and support has carried me through this 
incredible journey. The terrain was often uncertain and 
filled with twists and turns, but it is clear to me now that 
the difficulties and sacrifices were necessary to prepare 
me for the amazing landscapes ahead.

Congratulations Class of 2021!

RAE BEAM

Without the encouragement of Bianca N. Saad, Esq., 
there would be no Rae A. Beam, J.D. What a ride it’s 
been “B”. Here’s to resuming “College Table Nights” 
… soon.

Emily Robbins’ generosity, through the hand of God, 
is a “well that never runs dry”. Thank you, Grandma, 
for giving me drink when I came.

My family and friends were my crutches when my feet 
were blistered from walking this four-year journey. I am 
eternally grateful to you all for your support because 
it kept pushing me forward. 

I love you Hector Pineda; from the outset you’ve been 
my “ride-or-die”.

ADRIENNE BELVEDERE

 “Do not judge me by my successes, judge me by how 
many times I fell down and got back up again.” 
–  Nelson Mandela

GAGANDEEP BINDRA

I’d like to give a special thanks to my Mom and Dad; 
this degree is dedicated to you because of the sacrifices 
you both have made. I will never forget what you have 
done for me.

Thank you to my brother Paramprit, sister Rosie, and the 
whole Gill Bindra family for all of your encouragement 
and support.

Many thanks to the Lincoln Law School staff, and to the 
class of 2021 for always being helpful and supportive 
and for creating an environment of positivity.

To future law students always remember, “The dream 
is free, however, the hustle is sold separately.”

DEVON  BREWSTER
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JOHN FRONEFIELD

ALEXANDRIA CHACON-BROWN

I want to thank my mom for always being my biggest 
fan. She will “hype me up” to anyone willing to listen. 
I love you mom. Thank you to my family who has been 
understanding of the time commitment law school has 
required, I told you we’d make it to the end somehow. 
Thank you to my cousin Nichole and my Aunt Debbie for 
their role in the path I have chosen. The opportunities 
you both have given me are unmatched.

I hope to inspire my nieces to dream as big as they can 
and excel in any endeavor they wish to take on. This 
has been one of my most rewarding accomplishments 
to date and I cannot wait to continue pursuing my 
own dreams.

Thank you to all of the people I’ve met here at 
Lincoln who have been a part of this journey and my 
success. Trent, thank you for pushing me. I love your 
determination and hardworking nature. Law school 
wouldn’t have been the same without you <3

RYAN CASSIDY

First, above all else, I give all the glory and honor to 
God for his unending love and blessings. To my wife, 
Megan, I will never be able to thank you for the endless 
love, care, and support you have shown me over the 
past four years. You have been selfless, patient, and 
you tolerate the angry monster I become, during law 
school finals. 

While law school has been by far the most difficult 
thing I have done in my life, it has also highlighted the 
incredible support system that I am fortunate to have. 
Thank you to my family, friends and classmates who 
have helped me make it through these past four years. 

 “Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of 
all who are destitute. Open your mouth, judge 
righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.”  
–  Proverbs 31:8-9 (ESV)

 “All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage 
to pursue them.” 
–  Walt Disney

GREGORY CONTRERAS

Thank you to my family and friends for the constant 
love and support. I couldn’t have done it without you!!!

  “Let us not forget that the Constitution must be  
interpreted using only the text and applying the meaning 
of the words as they were understood at the time  
they were written.”

Veni, Vidi, Vici

VICTORIA FERNANDEZ

To Mom: Thank you for your love, encouragement, 
prayers, and support through law school and life in 
general. You have always been my inspiration to be 
a fighter and persevere despite obstacles thrown at 
us. I love you mami.

To my son, Santos: Te amo mi amor. I hope you are 
proud of your mother. Love you to the moon and beyond.

To Josh: Thank you for your patience, encouragement, 
and support through law school. You have been  
my rock.

To Inga Holmquist: Thank you for being the best study 
partner/friend ever! How lucky was I to have the 
smartest, kindest, and sweetest person I know to be 
my lifeline? Thank you for always being there when I 
needed you. You are number 1!

To my classmates: It has been an honor to have 
experienced this journey with you. Thank you all for 
the collaboration, discussions, and debates these  
last four years. 

To the Class of 2021, as Elle Woods would say,  
“We did it!”
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ANDRES “FELIPE” GARCIA

Leslie, thank you. While I may never be able to properly 
express in words my appreciation to you as my wife, my 
life’s priority will be to effectuate my gratitude as forever 
your loving husband.

To my children, Regina and Teresa: being the best version 
of myself will always mean striving to be the best father 
I can be.

Daniel and Olga, thank you. As parents you have 
provided to my brothers and I all the support we could  
ever need. Danny, Rafael, and I have been privileged 
to find success as almost practically inevitable, all while 
being humble enough to understand that the most 
important success is to find comfort and happiness in life.

To my grandmother Concepcion, my “Mama Concha”, 
your lifetime’s devotion to family will always serve as the 
legacy for future generations.

To my supervisor, Jon, and manager, Andrea, thank 
you for always promoting the notion that a team’s 
success derives from the collective development of every  
team member.

As a Civil Engineer, wanting to contribute in a more 
meaningful way to the challenges posed by climate 
change inspired me to study law. With my Juris Doctor, 
I will continue to strive to be a more effective advocate 
for the betterment of society by protecting, restoring, and 
enhancing natural and human environments.

VIOLETA GARCIA

JONATHAN GAYTON

First and foremost, it must be said that I did not reach the 
end of this arduous journey alone and want to express 
my deepest gratitude to my family and partner in life 
who were unwavering motivators seeing me through 
to the end. I would also like to thank Dean Schiavenza 
and Lincoln Law School for giving me the opportunity 
to grow personally and professionally beyond my 
expectations. To the Class of 2021, best wishes, and 
I look forward to our paths crossing in the future.

MOANI GREER

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Dare to live the life 
you have dreamed for yourself. Go forward and make 
your dreams come true.” To my husband, Frank, and 
my children, Ariela, and little Frank: Thank you for 
forcing me to go forward! Without all your support, 
love, and encouragement, I could not have made 
my dreams come true. Also, to the rest of my family:  
Thank you for all your support and love!

BRANDY GIORDANO

Mom and Dad, we did it! I say we because it was 
impossible for this dream to have become a reality 
without you. Thank you for the countless nights of caring 
for my babies. You have sacrificed so much because 
you believed in me and my dream, even when I did 
not. Both of you selflessly lending a compassionate 
ear, always providing words of encouragement, and 
pushing me when I did not believe I could go any further. 
I can never repay you for those gifts, but I promise to 
pay it forward to your grandchildren and show them 
the support and love you have given me. I also want to 
thank my beautiful, intelligent, thoughtful, and amazing 
girls. You little ladies are the reason this journey began 
in the first place. I thought of all the dreams I wanted 
for you and then looked hard at myself and thought 
I need to do more… how could I expect more from 
you than I did from myself. You make me want to be a 
better person. I know the last four years have not been 
easy on you either. You too have sacrificed so much 
and been my champions when I needed it. I love you 
more than words Jess, Jia and Lici.
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DAVID GRUNDON

April 27, 2017

Arrival to ER and subsequent admission to ICU: 
“High probability of imminent or life-threatening 
deterioration. Admitting Critical Conditions 
addressed for impending deterioration include:  
 Acute renal failure;
 Cellulitis;
 Hyponatremia;
 Pulmonary Embolism;
 Sepsis.

April 26, 2021

Final examination to earn the 86th unit towards 
completion of a Juris Doctorate degree.

“Reports of my demise were greatly exaggerated.” 
Predominantly attributed to Mark Twain.

Special Thanks to my wife Georgett for the love, 
encouragement, and support. The days were long, but 
the years short. I love you always!

Special Thanks to my daughter Antonia for the love, 
inspiration, and motivation.

Antonia, I intended to serve as an example to you 
while fulfilling a desire of my own. I hope you look 
back on this time and remember that education is not 
something you have to do, rather it’s something you 
get to do! You can accomplish whatever you believe 
you can. Just start by believing in yourself! I am very 
proud to be your father and will love you forever!!

To my father Norman, who passed in 2018, I bet you 
are proud, and smiling.

That was a wild ride…

ANTHONY HERRERA

Unexpectedly realized destiny won.

LORA HIESTAND

 “If you don’t like something, change it. If you can’t 
change it, change your attitude.” 
–  Maya Angelou

To my Husband and my Family,

Thank you for all your support, encouragement, and 
endless number of pep talks. I cannot express into 
words how grateful I am to have had your love and 
support throughout this incredible journey. This has 
been the hardest, most exhausting challenge I have 
ever encountered and one that I could never have 
weathered without you all holding me together. I am 
so blessed to have you in my corner and thank you 
for never giving up on me. I love you all.

INGA HOLMQUIST

It has been an honor to journey through the law with 
my brilliant and inspiring classmates. I will be forever 
grateful for your friendship, indulgence, generosity 
of spirit, and good humor. To the faculty, staff, and 
leadership who set the tone at Lincoln, and especially to 
Dean Schiavenza – pure awe and respect. Lincoln does 
it right – providing academic rigor without sacrificing 
humanity and perspective.

To my family, and especially the precious person 
everyone now just knows as “Mumsie,” my humble 
thanks for your endless love, patience, support, and 
Sunday-dinners-with-built-in-left-overs to tide me over 
on class nights. I literally could not have done this 
without you.

Lincoln. You’re just what I needed.  
I hope I did you proud.

NICOLAS JAYNES-CREEL

 “Experience is the teacher of all things.” 
–  Gaius Julius Caesar

I started law school with no direction in life. I remember 
the moment I realized this was for me. During 
orientation, I remember the professors coming to the 
front of the class and talking to all of us. I remember 
it was like a crashing wave and I knew I was where I 
was supposed to be. 

Law school has been such a huge part of my life for 
so long, truthfully it will be hard to part with it. There 
were good and bad times. I will not lament over the 
bad times but celebrate them. Law school made me 
able to grow. 

I look at myself now and when I started this journey, 
and I can starkly recognize myself. The experience I 
have gone through has changed me. It taught me how 
to think, how to argue, and it made me a stronger 
person than I ever thought I could become. 

I thank everyone who has supported me through this: 
God, my family, friends, my girlfriend, and my brothers 
and sisters at Lincoln. I am proud of all of us.

Also, Christopher Perez Pruitt is smarter than I am.
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ALICIA MORALESDAVID JOHNSON

Pursuit of childhood dreams can take many diverse twists, 
turns, and directions of travel. The journey can be lonely, 
and the path can be so littered with debris until you 
can’t see the road ahead, which can be discomforting 
and discouraging. Yet, you dare to visualize, fantasize, 
and believe that the dream is actually a vision that 
foretells of your good fortune if you can stay the course. 
I was that young man who dared to dream, in spite of 
excruciatingly difficult circumstances. It appeared that 
the more I dreamed, the more remote my dreams seemed 
to become. Becoming a lawyer was a prevailing dream 
for me as I child. However, it was a dream deferred 
because life had a number of different plans in store for 
me. The Army came calling for over 20 years; marriages 
came and went; and most importantly my children’s 
needs supplanted any personal goals that I desired for 
myself. Yet, through it all, here I stand; albeit a somewhat 
solitary man, I with the elusive Juris Doctor Degree in 
my hand. With Humble Respect and Gratitude: David 
the Dreamer!!! THANKS TO ALL WHO WERE A PART 
OF THIS PROCESS WITH ME!!!

THOMAS JOHNSON

AARON KASLAN RYAN MEAD

To my family: Thank you for all of the support you have 
given me. I would not have been able to achieve my 
goal of graduating law school without you.

To my classmates: It was an honor to go through this 
journey with all of you. I appreciate the many friendships 
made along the way.

To the Lincoln Law School Professors: Thank you all 
for the sacrifices you made to allow us to succeed.  
I appreciate the education you have provided.

IAN LARREA

TRENT NELSON

 “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points 
out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of 
deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs 
to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face 
is marred by dust and sweat and blood; who strives 
valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again; 
who spends himself in a worthy cause; who at the best 
knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and 
who at the worst, if he fails, at least he fails while daring 
greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold 
and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.” 
–  Theodore Roosevelt
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SERGEY NEMOLYAEV

There is little doubt that the decision to become a 
lawyer is a pivoting point in one’s life. Basically, life 
gets divided into two parts: before and after law 
school. There is also little doubt that most people who 
want to become lawyers also would like to do good 
things and serve humanity on a pro bono basis as 
recommended by the Code of Professional Conduct. 
Sometimes we look at schoolwork as a burden on “real 
life” and wish it over quickly, so we can help clients 
and start changing the world for the better. What we 
often do not realize is the affect our decision has on 
other people.

My experience at Lincoln has been nothing but great. 
I was challenged and supported; I was provoked 
and educated to think like a lawyer; I was asked to 
explain legal concepts to my family members and for 
good measure I told them to my pets. As a result, I 
can confidently say that “thinking like a lawyer” is 
becoming a family tradition. The support from family 
equals personal dedication. Lincoln Law School gave 
me the chance to show my children that life provides 
opportunities. Some of my classmates have even 
become their “role models”.

ARYN NUNEZ

I remember it like it was yesterday. Mom in the kitchen 
cooking. This was an odd sight to see, she never really 
cooked. Boxed dinners and cans were the norm. four 
patties steaming and spitting back at her. “Interesting” 
I thought. Even as a child I knew this was off. “Mom, 
what are you doing?” She looked over at me, just now 
realizing I was there. “Well, Aryn, I’m cooking.” She said, 
sad, and looking longingly at the burgers.

Why, though? You never cook, I thought. She must have 
read my mind due to the confused look I had on my face. 

“This is all we have to eat.” 

“It’s okay mom. You’re a good mom. You are doing what 
you can. I’m not even that hungry.” 

Just recently my mom told me that she believes I was sent 
by God to her. To speak encouragement into her life. She 
said even from a young age I would say things and she 
believed I didn’t even know the gift and calling I had on 
my life. She brought this up after I reminded her, I was to 
graduate law school in two short months. “I know Aryn, 
believe me. You are a miracle. The fact you graduated 
college was a miracle enough, but law school. A miracle.” 
She was referring to the fact that I came from poverty. I 
came from a place where dreaming was a miracle. Those 
who dreamed did so silently.

CHRISTOPHER PEREZ PRUITT

Ducks fly together. 
And just when you think they’re about to break apart 
Ducks fly together! 
And when the wind blows hard and the sky is black 
Ducks fly together! 
When the roosters are crowing and the cows are 
spinning circles in the pasture 
Ducks fly together! 
And when everyone says it can’t be done 
Ducks fly together. 
–  D2: The Mighty Ducks!

Thank you to my family, especially my grandparents, 
who have afforded me every opportunity to excel.

To the friends I made during the four years at 
Lincoln, I am glad the countless hours spent studying 
were with you.

ALEX PHOONG

MATTHEW OBREGON

Everyone’s law school journey is unique, but I’m certain 
most of my classmates will agree that the friendships 
formed at Lincoln make this difficult experience bearable. 
The friends that I made during my time at Lincoln I consider 
to be akin to brothers.

My two dear friends, Thomas Johnson and Lorence 
Anderson, love you boys! Two of the smartest guys I know. 
These two fine gentlemen I must thank for the laughs and 
hours upon hours of conference calls.

My loving wife, Olena Obregon, thank you for being 
patient and my NUMBER 1 supporter. As well, I am so 
proud of you for bringing our amazing newborn son, 
Robert, into the world this year.

My loving parents, Robert and Theresa Obregon, thank 
you for being the best parents.

God Bless the class of 2021!
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MELISA RECENDEZ

 “To make life a little better for people less fortunate 
than you, that’s what I think a meaningful life is. One 
lives not just for oneself but for one’s community.” 
–  Ruth Bader Ginsburg

To all my professors who helped me learn,
To all my classmates who helped me grow,
To all my friends who helped me live,
Thank you all for helping me find my purpose.

To my family, none of this would have ever been 
possible without your love and support. You make my 
life meaningful.

AMANDA ROUTT

I was 41 when I decided what I wanted to be when I 
grew up. Never, in a million years, would I have guessed 
it would be an attorney, but the stars aligned and here 
I am. I made it! I certainly didn’t do it alone! My family 
and friends supported me every step of the way, and I 
could not have done it without that support. Law school 
is a group effort, I truly believe that. To my husband, 
thank you for all you did to keep our household going. 
To my kids, you are never too old to change paths.  
To my Great Aunt Mary, we did it!

INDERPREET S.  RANA

As a first-generation immigrant with no formal education 
in this country, attending law school in a foreign language 
was quite challenging for me. 1L was about learning what 
was expected of me, 2L was about acing every subject in 
class, and receiving every scholarship offered at Lincoln, 
3L was about consistency and keeping straight As while 
interning at the Sacramento County District Attorney’s 
office (2019-2021), earning all the same scholarships 
consecutively, and keeping up with my volunteer work in 
the Sacramento region, 4L was about empowering and 
inspiring others with my continued hard work, mentoring 
fellow law students, conducting Friday review sessions, 
volunteering with the Street Law Program, and identifying 
and resolving the pressing need of the immigrant 
community in the Sacramento County Superior Court to 
help them access justice. In recognition of which, I was 
awarded the “Access to Justice Scholarship Award” by 
the Sacramento County Bar Association in 2020. To 
all my fellow students at Lincoln who are facing similar 
challenges, please feel free to reach out to me, and 
remember “you got this!”.

RENÉE DIANE TORRES

Law school has been difficult, but now that it is coming to 
a close, the ending really is bittersweet. I couldn’t have 
done it without the support of my family and friends. 
Thanks to my Dad, Al, for his support, both financial 
and emotional. Thanks to my Mom, Michele, for her 
loving support and constant encouragement. Thank 
you, also, to my sister, Jacquie, and my brother, Bryan. 
To my three besties - Shan, Cam, and Georgi, whom I 
barely saw these last four years, thank you for all those     
 “you’ve got this” texts because they made me smile. 
Finally, I want to thank Dean Schiavenza, my Professors, 
Melissa (Student Services Director Extraordinaire), my 
partner-in-crime - David G., and my fellow classmates 
for always being supportive and helpful.

The Lawyer’s Prayer
Lord, grant that I may be able in argument, accurate 
in analysis, strict in study, candid with clients and 
honest with adversaries. Sit with me at my desk 
and listen with me to my clients, read with me in 
my library, and stand beside me in court, so that 
I shall not, in order to win a point, lose my soul. 
–  St. Thomas More

ALEXIS STEWART

 “Fight for the things that you care about but do it in a 
way that will lead others to join you.” 
–  Ruth Bader Ginsburg

This degree is dedicated to my ever supportive and 
wonderful parents. You mean the world to me and I 
couldn’t have done this without you both. I am so proud 
to be your daughter. 

A special thank you to everyone I have met along this 
journey, you have all helped me in some capacity; 
thank you to my patient friends who have never made 
me feel guilty for missing events and special occasions 
to study; thank you to my boss, Rob Piering for your 
continued mentorship and support; and thank you to 
the School, the Dean, the professors, and countless 
others for helping me believe in myself and providing 
me the honor and privilege of being a Lincoln Law 
School graduate.
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