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Normally, such a transition would take months of 
preparation to implement; however, this team had 
only weeks to get a functioning program up and 
running – and it did, virtually seamlessly.

As this school year approaches its conclusion, we 
are discovering the reality that we will not physically 
participate at school for the remainder of the year. 
All other planned events were canceled; there are no 
more Friday Night Review sessions; and LLS Student 
Organizations ceased conducting meetings. 

That “Change” Mr. Cooke sang about “aint comin’”, 
it’s Here!

As we are forced to stay in our homes and practice 
social distancing, it is my hope that you use some of 
your newly found free time to reflect on yourself and 
your goals – remember why you wanted to become 
an attorney and allow that motivation to push you 
through finals; Spread love, not Corona – mental 
health is key during “these dark times” and there 
are no better people than friends and family to keep 
you invigorated, so keep in touch with loved ones 
because we all need some “lovins” to “brighten our 
days”; Trust the Process – the unknown is like being 
in the dark, but if we trust our school leaders and 
the elders in our lives and if we lean on one another, 
we shall once again see the light and transition with 
fortitude-because we are resilient.
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Sam Cooke has reminded us for decades that a 
“Change is Gonna Come”, but no one thought the 
Y2K pandemonium expected in 2000 would actually 
take place 20 years later – and for an entirely 
different reason.

Thus far, 2020 has blanketed the globe with 
pestilence, aka Coronavirus, COVID-19. And in a 
matter of months, for the first time in modern history, 
we have seen mortality bring the world to a grinding 
halt – a change most of us have never seen and will 
hopefully never see again.

As communities shut their doors to the public, Lincoln 
Law School (LLS) is no exception and its effect has 
presented LLS students with new challenges. We 
have become accustomed to a certain set of rules 
and guidelines that are impressed upon us as crucial 
to the sanctity of ethical obligations as lawyers-in-
training. Yet now, attendance no longer requires 
physical presence, finals will be completed at home 
with notes and virtual proctors, and grades may be 
delivered as “pass/fail”.

While the students struggle to acclimate to the 
transmutation of the classroom setting, it cannot 
be forgotten that the LLS faculty suffers its own set 
of challenges during remote lecture. I mean, can 
you imagine being a professor sitting in an empty 
classroom talking to a screen of “student squares” 
that either remind you of the opening to the TV show, 
“The Brady Bunch” or the entire TV game show, 
“Hollywood Squares”?

Additionally, LLS management and administration 
are pioneering virtual learning for the first time ever, 
and under the most extraordinary of circumstances. 

This is my third year editing the Voir Dire, and now 
that I’m graduating, it will be my last. As I reflect 
on my experience at Lincoln, each year has its 
highlights that stand out in my memory. 

1L - On the first night of class, I looked around the 
room in Classroom A and wasn’t sure where I would 
fit in. We all came from different paths, and those 
paths lead us to that room. The first law school 
obstacle we took on was the Crime Law midterm. 
We obsessed over the elements of burglary and 
robbery. We scrambled to collect templates from 
upper classmates and past essay answers. We 
wrote flashcards. We met on the weekends. And 
after the midterm was over, we celebrated at the 
Limelight across the street.

2L - The class size was noticeably smaller. There 
were faces in the room that were missing. Those of 
us who remained let out a sigh of relief. We worked 
for this. We earned this. We were grateful. 

3L - Classes became more difficult. The law 
came in layers. Con Law, Evidence, and Business 
Associations were formidable opponents. The 
professors got us through it. Professor Fiorini’s video 
clips and Professor Bowman’s dry sense of humor 
sparked joy in my law-addled brain.

4L - Our last semester at Lincoln didn’t turn out the 
way I imagined. With COVID-19, classes have been 
transitioned to online. The last class I attended; I 
didn’t realize would be my last in-person law school 
class. I’m glad I raised my hand. Even though I 
gave the wrong answer. I feel as if the end of my 
law school experience got ripped away from my 
classmates and me. We don’t even know for certain 
when the Bar will be. But one major thing that law 
school has taught me is resilience. My classmates 
and I will persevere. We will take the Bar, whenever 
it may be, and we will become lawyers.

Thank you to the authors who wrote for the Voir 
Dire. Thank you to my fellow classmates for sharing 
this experience.

Tiffany Mathews, 2020

I would like to thank my co-editor, Ms. Mathews, 
and Dean Schiavenza for the opportunity to join the 
Voir Dire team. I enjoyed working with both of you 
on the 2020 Graduation Edition.

Cheers to the graduating Class of 2020! Here’s to 
“Bevies” with Friends – through Google Hangouts. 
On behalf of the “underclassmen”, best of luck on 
the “Bar” (slay it!) and on all your future endeavors. 
– Congratulations, Juris Doctors!

As for us, underclassmen, it’s likely we won’t see 
each other for the remainder of this school year, but 
hopefully self-isolation and social distancing will be 
replaced by handshakes and hugs in 2020 -2021. 
– Until next year, friends...

Stay safe and healthy everyone.

Rae Beam, 2021 
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Legislators from all corners of California come to the 
Capitol with their own unique personal experiences 
and professional backgrounds with titles like 
teachers, scientists, businessmen, and doctors. With 
such diversity represented at the Capitol, it is near 
impossible for each legislator to be an expert on 
every area of public policy. That’s where lobbyists 
come in. A lobbyist’s main job is to communicate 
their client’s perspective while educating legislators 
and their staff on the nuances of particular legislation 
(otherwise, known as “bills”), and the effects it would 
have if it became law. 

Bill ideas can come from legislators themselves, 
their constituents, special interest groups (including 
nonprofits), and other state legislatures. It is important 
to note that each bill has an author and a sponsor. A 
bill’s author is the legislator that carries the bill, either 
a Senator or an Assemblymember. A bill’s sponsor 
(the source of the bill) can be the legislator themself, 
or it can also be a special interest group, and in some 
cases a sponsor can be both. For example, I lobby for 
a nonprofit and we are sponsoring nine bills this year. 
Our process coincides with the legislative calendar. 
In the fall, I send out a solicitation to our members 
asking whether they are aware of an error in the law 
that needs to be remedied, or whether they have an 
idea for a change in the Code. I receive about 50 
or so bill proposals each year, which our Legislation 
Committee reviews and votes on, to determine 
which proposals to sponsor for the following year. 
Once we have an approved list of bill proposals, we 
strategically choose who would be the best legislator 
to author each bill. If fate is fortuitous, our choice in 
author agrees to sponsor our bill. After securing an 
author, we advocate. 

“You’re not a real lawyer, you’re a lobbyist,” said 

a certain Senator to my boss while negotiating 

amendments to the Senator’s bill. Although my 

boss isn’t a trial attorney, he did earn his J.D. and 

passed the California Bar Exam. Since becoming 

a lobbyist a few years ago, I’ve noticed some 

misconceptions as it pertains to what lobbyists, 

really, do. Lobbyists aren’t all oil lobbyists 

slipping money into politician’s back pockets. 

Lobbyists advocate for all sorts of groups, such 

as, foster children, teachers, nurses, students, 

labor unions, the environment, and technology…

all of which have specific interests when it comes 

to shaping public policy in California.

There are essentially three active positions on bills 
that lobbyists advocate for. 

Supporting a bill is fun. It’s a good way to make 
friends in the legislature. The legislator, sponsor, 
lobbyist, and constituents are all working together on 
a common goal.

When a piece of legislation is not in your client’s 
interest, then it’s time to gear up for opposition. 
In some cases, a legislator is willing to work with 
groups who oppose their bill and adopt amendments 
to find common ground; however, this is not 
always possible. Sometimes there is a fundamental 
difference in opinions or philosophy on what is in the 
public’s best interest. If no common ground is found, 
lobbyists will try to kill the bill when it reaches the 
bill’s designated public policy committee. Each bill 
goes through a specific committee depending on the 
subject area of the bill. In committee, lobbyists testify 
in front of a panel of legislators and explain their 
main arguments in support or opposition of the bill. If 
the bill passes through the committee, then lobbyists 
will try to kill the bill by visiting each legislator’s office 
and securing “no” votes before it hits the Assembly 
and Senate Floors. A bill must have a majority vote 
to pass on the floor; 41 votes to pass the Assembly 
Floor, and 21 votes to pass the Senate Floor. A 2/3 
majority vote is required for bills that raise taxes, 
contain an urgency clause (to be put into effect 
immediately), amendments to the Political Reform Act, 
and constitutional amendments.

Most of what a lobbyist does is educate. Educating 
our lawmakers, why there is or is not a need for a 
particular piece of legislation and what effect it will 
have on public policy in California. Once a lobbyist-
lawyer helps shape the law; then litigation lawyers 
step into the arena to help interpret the law. 

A  CAS E 
FO R 
LO B BYI N G
B y  T i f f a n y  M a t h e w s  |  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 

1. Sponsor;
2. Support; and 
3. Oppose.
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“ VACTAX”

of violation. If a violation continues into a second 
year, then the levy increases to $500.00 per foot. 
A small café with 10 feet would pay an estimated 
$2,500.00, while a grocery store with 70 feet would 
pay $17,500.00; however, San Francisco’s Union 
Square and much of Downtown would not be subject 
to the tax. It is estimated the VacTax would raise an 
estimated $300,000.00 to $5 million annually.

In June 2019 the City of Los Angeles City Council 
filed a motion proposing a penalty on residential 
property owners who leave their properties vacant 
for a period of time. The motion was approved by 
the City Council’s Housing Committee and research 
is currently being conducted by the L.A. City Chief 
Analyst and City Administration Office. At this juncture, 
though, the motion does not “have teeth”, meaning it 
is more of a placeholder for possible introduction on 
the November 2020 ballot for voters registered in 
the City of Los Angeles. It is also unknown whether 
commercial properties will be included in subsequent 
amendments, or what the penalty amounts would 
be - but the City can look to two other large state 
municipality ordinances for guidance.

WHERE WILL THE REVENUE GO?

In most cases, the VacTax has been introduced 
to voters as an alleged remedy to combat blight, 
homelessness, and create more affordable housing  
for those at risk of becoming homeless, by using 
revenue earned from the penalty. Oakland, San 
Francisco, and Los Angeles are cities plagued by 
homelessness, as are many California cities. However, 
queries arise as to how much revenue will, in fact, 
be generated and what percentage of that revenue 
will be used for VacTax program administration 
costs; helping homelessness; or other services and 
programs, altogether.

In D.C., the department administering its VacTax 
program is the Department of Consumer and 
Regulatory Affairs. In late 2017, a D.C. auditor 
reported it, “…found problems in every aspect of the 
program; failure to identify, failure to inspect, failure 
to meet deadlines, [and] failure to issue notification 
infractions.” In her report, the auditor noted that in 
2015 there were, “…31 out of roughly 1,500 vacant 
and blighted homes across the city…” that, alone, cost 
the City approximately $1 million dollars due to its 
failure to properly implement its VacTax program. In 
one year, a reported .02% of the total vacant homes 
subject to the VacTax in D.C. cost its taxpayers about 
$1 million dollars! 

In late 2019, the Los Angeles City Controller 
completed an audit on Proposition HHH, which was 
approved by Los Angeles voters in November 2016, 
and authorized officials to issue up to $1.2 billion 
in general obligation bonds to partially subsidize 
the development of up to 10,000 housing units for 
temporary homeless shelters and affordable housing. 
As of September 2019, not a single bond-funded unit 
had opened. In fact, 

Building cost estimates skyrocketed from 
$350,000 for a small studio or one-bedroom 
unit and $414,000 for a larger unit, as projected 
in 2016, to a median cost of $531,000 per unit 
today. More than 1,000 HHH units are projected 
to exceed $600,000, with one project topping 
$700,000 per unit. The cost of building many 
of these units exceeds the median sale price 
of the market-rate condominium in the City of 
Los Angeles and a single-family home in Los 
Angeles County. [Emphasis Added].

In July 2017 the City of Los Angeles issued its first 
bond valued at $86.4 million; of which only $3.7 
million in bond proceeds had been spent by July 
2018. However, in July 2018, the City of Los Angeles 
issued a second bond valued at $276.2 million. 
And, “Because the second bond was issued too 
early, City taxpayers incurred approximately $5.2 
million in unnecessary interest payments through June 
2019 – without the expected project benefits.” The 
auditor also noted that not a single city department 
had taken responsibility for the accounting decisions, 
which lacks centralized authority as additional  
funds are spent.

WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR CALIFORNIA 
PROPERTY OWNERS?

If “VacTax” continues to travel California, the State 
could see a dramatic transition in the way property 
ownership is viewed and approached by its residents 
– for those who wish to continue ownership of 
property that is subject to a penalty.

For instance, Oakland’s VacTax Ordinance does 
include exemptions, which generally relate to low-
income earning property owners, those owners 
seeking/owning permits for repair or construction or 
has a “general hardship”. However, with exemptions 
for low-income earners and those claiming any 
hardship in general, the revenue amount seems 
speculative especially considering the cost of 
administering the VacTax program.

According to the Los Angeles Homeless Services 
Authority, there were approximately 26,520 
homeless in the City of Los Angeles in 2019. 
(Approximately .01% of the City’s total approximate 
population.) According to the 2018 Los Angeles 
Area Chamber of Commerce Economic Report, 
the total number of housing units in the City of Los 
Angeles was approximately 1,478,600 as of 2016. 
Of that number, approximately .067% were vacant, 
and approximately .36% were owner occupied. 
According to the Southern California Association 
of Governments, it considers an optimal vacancy 
rate range from 1.5% to 2% for housing units. The 
Association states that when rates fall below these 
numbers, residents will likely have a difficult time 
finding units adequately matched to their household 
income needs.

With a staggering number of registered voters being 
renters, what will the outcome be if a VacTax is 
placed on November’s ballot? What effect would a 
VacTax have on the housing market, in general? 

San Francisco is the latest municipality to pass law 
penalizing property owners if their properties are left 
vacant for a specified period of time, annually. This 
“Empty Home Penalty” started in British Columbia; 
crossed the border into Washington D.C.; migrated to 
Oakland, California; and is now headed straight for 
the City of Los Angeles.

I SPY…A GROWING TREND?

The first city in California to implement an Empty 
Home Penalty (“VacTax”) was Oakland. Oakland’s 
City Council drafted and approved a Motion to 
include the VacTax on Oakland’s November 2016 
ballot, which passed with 70% of the vote. The 
current ordinance, Ordinance 13571, penalizes both 
residential and commercial property owners if they 
leave their properties vacant for more than 50 days 
per calendar year. Property owners of residential, 
nonresidential, or undeveloped land will be taxed 
$6,000 per vacant parcel, annually. Property 
owners of condos, duplexes, townhouses, or parcels 
with ground floor commercial activity will be taxed 
$3,000.00 annually per vacant parcel. It is estimated 
the VacTax would raise an estimated $6.6 to $10.6 
million for the City of Oakland annually.

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors mimicked 
Oakland’s Ordinance and placed “Measure D” on 
the City and County of San Francisco’s March 2020 
ballot. Measure D was also passed, with 69% of the 
vote. Measure D will tax commercial property owners 
if they leave their properties vacant for more than 182 
days (6 months) per year. The tax levied is $250.00 
per foot of sidewalk store frontage for the first year 

SELLER… BUYER…HOME CLOSER;  
I  SPY A PROPERTY OWNER 
PROPERTY OWNER SPENDS “CALI  RACKS”;  
I  SPY A NEW “VACANCY TAX”

B y  R a e  B e a m  |  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 1
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Martin v. City of Boise (2019) held that ticketing, 
arresting, or otherwise criminalizing people living 
outside violates constitutional protections against cruel 
and unusual punishment. Several California cities and 
counties filed amicus briefs urging the Supreme Court 
to reverse the decision. The municipalities argued 
that it would hamper resources to clear homeless 
encampments that posed public and health safety 
risks. In addition, a homeless individual should not 
be ticketed or criminalized because the city does not 
have adequate shelter or resources enough to house 
all individuals. The impact of the Boise decision on 
California remains unclear, but one thing that is clear - 
homelessness puts enormous financial and resource 
strains on California.

In 2017, Senate Bill 1380 (H. Mitchell) created 
California’s first and only body to begin the work in 
addressing homelessness, the Homeless Coordinating 
and Financing Council. The Council was created in 
recognition of the homeless crisis facing California 
and the need for state agencies and departments to 
coordinate programs and funding to be more effective 
in preventing and ending homelessness. In addition, 
the bill also mandated that California begin following 
“Housing First” practices, which is an evidence-
based model that sees housing as a tool to help 
people recover, not a reward for recovery. The model 
connects homeless people to permanent housing as 
quickly as possible by removing barriers that arise 
when housing is made contingent on participation in 
programs, such as drug and alcohol treatment.

And in that same year, Governor Jerry Brown 
directed $500 million to emergency homeless 
funding in response to a plea for help from mayors of 
the state’s largest 11 cities. Voters also passed Prop 
1, a $4 billion bond that funds affordable housing 
construction and Prop 2, a $2 billion bond to fund 
supportive housing for people with mental illness.

Recently, Governor Gavin Newsom announced that 
he plans to spend more than $1 billion taxpayer 
dollars to combat homelessness. He stated that, “The 
State of California is treating homelessness as a 
real emergency – because it is one. Californians are 
demanding that all levels of government – federal, 
state and local – do more to get people off the streets 
and into services – whether that’s housing, mental 
health services, substance abuse treatment or all 
the above. That’s why we’re using every tool in the 
toolbox.”

In 2019, Governor Newsom assembled a Regional 
Homeless Task Force of Advisors, which included 
Sacramento County Mayor, Darrel Steinberg, and 
Los Angeles County Supervisor, Mark Ridley-Thomas. 
Since the inception of the force, the advisors have 
been advocating for an enforceable right to sleep 
indoors since the U.S. Court of Appeals Ninth Circuit 
struck down laws against homeless camping. The task 
force’s recommendation calls for a “right to shelter”, 
which would not only require cities to provide 
immediate beds, but also people experiencing 
homelessness to come inside. 

Historically, there has been a legacy of racial 
discrimination in rental housing; higher rates of 
poverty; and overrepresentation in the state’s 
incarceration, child welfare, and probation systems 
that all contribute to the high numbers of people 
experiencing homelessness. A person experiencing 
homelessness is about twice as likely to be male than 
female and significantly more likely to be LGBTQ than 
the population at large. Military veterans are at a 
higher risk of mental illness, while substance abuse 
makes up 8% of the state’s total homeless population. 
Homelessness includes a growing number of elderly 
over the age of 50, and an unreported number of 
homeless families. The natural disasters of wildfires in 
California have also contributed to the rising number 
of homeless individuals on the streets.

California’s most problematic issue is also its 
most shameful. According to the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, 151,278 
individuals are homeless in California, which includes 
those sleeping in cars, shelters, or on the street. That’s 
the highest number since 2007, and 15% more in 
2020 than 2018. The homeless problem is due to a 
large and rising number of California residents who 
lack a safe place to call home. With California being 
the most populous state in the nation, it should be no 
surprise that California contributes to half the nation’s 
homeless numbers.

Most recently, the United Nations compared homeless 
encampments in San Francisco to the slums of New 
Delhi and Mexico City. More than 5,000 people live 
in the half square mile of Los Angeles’ “Skid Row”. 
And in Sacramento more than 5,570 people are 
experiencing homelessness on a given night, which is 
a 19% increase from 2017. These statistics don’t even 
account for the other 55 counties in California.

B y  N a t h a l i e  N g u y e n  |  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 
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•	 State	 Strategic	 Action	 Plan	 to	 Address	
Homelessness: Looking at promising practices 
and evidence-based models to determine the best, 
innovative, and most effective way to decrease the 
number of homeless individuals in California.

•	 State	 Owned	 Land:	 The	 Governor’s	 office	 is	
working to identify state owned land and will 
be providing temporary camp trailers to provide 
temporary housing.

•	 A	call	to	action	–	California’s	100	Day	Challenge:	
The Governor is calling on local jurisdictions to 
opt in to participate in a call to action. The call 
challenges local jurisdictions to house as many 
young adults in 100 days in permanent stable 
housing.

•	 Homeless	 Management	 Integrated	 Systems	
(HMIS): California currently does not have a 
database warehouse. The current data passes 
through the state and is directly reported to the 
Federal government. In order to better understand 
individuals experiencing homelessness, California 
is looking to build a database system to better 
understand the services and needs of those 
reported to be homelessness.

However, despite the Governor’s aspirations, many 
states are looking for their own solutions during 
desperate times. There are already many out of 
the box innovative thinkers attempting to address 
homelessness in robust and unique ways. Their 
proposed solutions are cost effective, fast, and 
touches the most lives.

The City of Oakland recently proposed a plan 
to house up to 1,000 homeless residents on a  
cruise ship in the city’s port. Although, some would 
argue it is not a novel idea because cruise ships  
were already being utilized as emergency shelter 
facilities in natural disasters such as Hurricane  
Katrina. The proposal was eventually dismissed, but 
innovative, nonetheless.

Riverside has managed to construct tiny tool sheds. 
The city created “cabin communities” that included 
electricity, security guards, and supportive services. 
Riverside’s mayor slept in a tool shed to garner 
support from constituents on the use of tool sheds. 
Although some would argue that sheds are not ideal, 
one thing is for sure - they are warmer, safer, and 
more humane than sleeping in a tent on cement.

The City of Los Angeles has piloted a program to 
pay homeowners to host homeless families in their 
backyard. The solution is known as the “granny flats”. 

Other cities have turned to 3D-printed homes that 
can be turned out within 48 hours and are extremely 
low cost in comparison to developing affordable 
housing units.

California needs to consider new ways to address 
the persistent ever-growing problem and to share 
decision making power with those most impacted by 
the problem.

Financial support from California government 
can help, but research has also shown that local 
community entrepreneurs – citizens and leaders 
alike – through teamwork and trial and error, are the 
source and have been the source to most solutions 
to our shared national problem. Homelessness is  
no exception.

Other proposals that Governor Newsom is calling on:

•	 $750	 million,	 California	 Access	 to	 Housing	
Services Fund: Individuals will get off the streets 
and into supportive services quickly. The budget 
will pay rent for individuals facing homelessness 
and support regions to bring on more dwelling 
units. In addition, the fund will help stabilize 
board and care facilities/homes. 

•	 $695	 million,	 Transform	 Medi-Cal:	 Address	
chronically unsheltered populations – including 
funding for tenancy support services, housing 
navigation services, recuperative care. It could 
include targeted rental assistance if housing 
insecurity is tied to inappropriately high utilization 
of health care services.

•	 $24.6	 million,	 Community	 Care	 Collaborative	
Pilot: Implement three pilot counties to place 
individuals with mental health needs, specifically 
those designated as incompetent to stand trial, 
into placements in community instead of state 
hospitals.

•	 Root	 Causes	 of	 California	 Homelessness	 Study:	
Academic researchers at UCSF and CA Policy Lab 
are conducting studies to understand the root cause 
of homelessness and understand the situation and 
landscape of California’s problems.

CRISIS
 
CA’S  HOMELES S
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confidence in a spouse or a significant other, or the 
confidence children cling to in a parent or guardian, 
to confidence in financial institutions, the judicial 
system or in the government itself, confidence is the 
undergirding principle that makes everything work in 
our society. Confidence is a fragile, delicate trust.

The public’s confidence in lawyers to be knowledgeable 
in the law, to be ethical in their conduct, to have the 
client’s best interest at heart is what sustains the legal 
profession. And, each time a lawyer acts unethically, 
confidence in the title is called into question—trust 
is violated. Whether spoken or silent, the distrustful 
act reverberates throughout society in the minds and 
hearts of the public, and when the confidence in the 
legal profession is shaken, the validity and value of 
the legal profession is tarnished.

We see it every time a court hands down a ruling, the 
public may feel is unjust. Every time a judge issues 
a seemingly biased opinion, apparently breaching 
the impartiality of blind justice. It manifests itself 
with every injustice, every breach of a duty owed 
by a lawyer to another, every personal desertion of 
principle, every time we do something that we are 
not expected to do because we have held ourselves 
up to a higher standard as lawyers, or because we 
are held up to a higher standard by children, friends, 
or family.

We find ourselves in a precarious place in our country 
now. Confidence in the judicial system—the system 
we will soon be an active part of—is at an all-time 
low. Contempt and disrespect for the law is ubiquitous 
and pernicious. We see it in the Supreme Court and 
the disrespect displayed for what was once the most 
revered, honored, and respected branch of our 
government. It was intended to be above the political 
fray that is part and parcel of the executive and 
legislative branches of government. I’m reminded of a 
politician in the movie Hunt for Red October. He said, 
“I’m a politician, which means when I’m not kissing 

babies, I’m stealing their lollipops.” Unfortunately, 
we have come to expect that type of behavior from 
politicians, we subscribe to the question that asks, 
“How can you tell when a politician is lying? I don’t 
know how? When his mouth is moving.” But we would 
like to think there is still a branch of our government 
that isn’t polluted by deceit and bias—that lady 
justice really is blind—that the Supremes who wear 
the black robes of prestige really can look down from 
their lofty perches and see only justice and injustice. 
That is how it was meant to be, blindly impartial, but 
that lofty, sacred station has been tarnished in the 
eyes of “we the people” because of clear political 
bias, regardless of what side of the aisle you view it 
from. We walk a razor’s edge in our society of losing 
confidence in our time-honored institutions by those 
holding lofty positions acting in ways that shake the 
confidence in those institutions.

One of the first things that I heard in law school that 
has stuck with me since the day I heard it was Dean 
Schiavenza telling the class that we needed to get our 
perspectives to comport with the law. What he was 
really telling us was to honor and respect the law, 
comply with and oblige the law. I have thought about 
this as I have come to a stop sign at an intersection 
in the middle of nowhere. I could see for miles and 
not another car in sight. Why stop? The purpose of 
the stop sign is to control traffic, to keep people safe 
if two cars come to the intersection together. But 
if there are no cars to govern, why stop? Because 
we respect the law. We obey the law even when 
no one is looking because we have disciplined our 
perspectives to comport with the law.

Regardless of whether you’re a 1L or a 4L, your time 
remaining at Lincoln is just a brief moment, and then 
you will become that thing you thought you could 
become all those years ago when you started on this 
path. People will rely on your expertise in the law. Your 
words will carry an added measure of authority—an 
added measure of weight. Your pronouncements will 
be listened to and respected. Will you be perceived 
as one who thinks you’re above the law or one who 
respects the law and engenders that same respect for 
the law in others?

I submit to you that a measure of our confidence as 
we go forth as lawyers stems from our remarkable 
experience at Lincoln Law School. Confidence 
because we have been taught, tutored, and mentored 
by professors who engender confidence in us. They 

are men and women who live lives of integrity, lives 
of depth and breadth—lives that influence others.

If I needed a lifesaving surgery or surgery on my 
eyes, you could bet I would seek out the very best 
surgeon. I would ask others about his/her surgeries 
performed on them. I would talk to his/her colleagues 
to see what they thought of him/her—what kind of 
experience has the doctor had? How many open-
heart surgeries has he/she performed before I let 
them cut my chest open and work on my heart? In 
like fashion, the fact that our professors are respected 
sitting judges or respected practicing attorneys in 
the legal community means they are doing the hard 
work of lawyering. We are fortunate to have been 
taught by experienced, seasoned legal practitioners 
who are able to relate practical experience with their 
instruction, not simply abstract theory.

That is one of the remarkable advantages a  
student at Lincoln Law School has, and what a 
confidence builder that is. Remarkably, the talented 
and respected professors continue to reach out, 
mentor, remain interested in our progress, and 
welcome us—the emerging neophyte lawyers into 
their respected circles.

Like a trained physician who can diagnose symptoms 
and determine a prognosis, because of our training 
in the law, we will see things the untrained cannot. 
We will diagnose complex legal issues. We will be 
able to foresee what results might flow from a certain 
course of action, and counsel a course correction. 
But we must treat our fellow man with patience and 
respect, not contempt for his lack of education in the 
law or his foolishness for getting himself into trouble 
or needing a lawyer’s help so desperately. We have 
exerted a tremendous amount of energy, sacrifice, 
grit, and determination to obtain a Juris Doctor—and 
rightly we celebrate our accomplishment, but this lofty 
height gives us no right to look down on those who, 
for different reasons, have chosen not to ascend this 
mountain. Rather, we are called upon to serve our 
fellow men by helping them navigate the complexities 
of the laws of our society. They will look to us in many 
instances as the last person who will save them from 
ruin, safeguard their futures, and right the wrongs 
they have suffered. It is a great burden that devolves 
upon us to act nobly and with integrity, but four years 
of legal education at Lincoln Law School powerfully 
prepares us to be those men and women of honor 
and integrity on the road ahead. 

The story is told of a team of botanists canvasing the 
Swiss Alps for different kinds of plants early in the 
19th century. While the company was investigating, 
a young boy joined himself to the group, interested in 
their activities. The botanists began to enlist the boy’s 
assistance, showing him how to carefully remove 
plants from the soil, to help them carry the plants, 
and other menial tasks. They continued to climb 
higher up into the mountains looking for a specific 
species. A botanist happened to peer over a cliff  
and discovered, on a small ledge about forty feet 
down, the plant they had been seeking. The drop 
past the ledge where the plant was growing was  
hundreds of feet—certain death if one fell. The 
botanists offered the boy a small sum of money if 
he would allow them to tie a rope around his waist 
and lower him over the edge to retrieve the plant, 
 carefully as they had shown him. Without a word, he 
ran away, much to the surprise of the botanists. But 
not long after he returned with an old man, bent with  
age, his hands wrinkled and gnarled from years of  
hard work—farming in the Swiss mountains. The boy 
said, “I will go over the cliff and get the plant if my  
father holds the rope.”

There was only one man whom the boy trusted with 
his life; only one man he had enough confidence into 
risk the venture. With that, I delve into a discussion of 
the indispensable principle of confidence.

Confidence is the difference between great 
accomplishments and living a life of constantly 
wondering what could have been. Too uncertain 
about hazarding the endeavor, the man retreats 
into the recesses of his quivering, trembling soul and 
fatalistically accepts the mediocre life that a lack of 
real effort produces.

Confidence carries with it a burden, the burden 
of maintaining that noble character that fostered 
confidence in the first place. Whether that is 

CONFIDENCE
B y  S t e v e  H u m e  |  C l a s s  o f  2 0 2 0 
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He told me not to fall for it, because those people will 
talk a lot less when mid-term grades come out and 
they get C’s just like most of the class.

When it comes to exams, there will always be one 
or two who finish 40 minutes or so before the rest of 
the class and that it doesn’t mean they are geniuses. 
He advised me to leave the exam immediately and 
bypass those groups of students who feel a need to 
discuss the exam in detail afterwards.

Hearing your fellow students discuss the issues that 
were on the exam only adds to the shellshock you 
are then experiencing. Besides, it is too late to do 
anything about it at that point.

My mentor then handed me a book that he explained 
would help me get through the four-year journey 
ahead. It is called “Law School – A Survivor’s Guide” 
by James D. Gordon III.

This book puts a humorous light on each subject 
required to be studied during law school. Samples of 
Gordon’s legal terms include:

ADVE R S E POS S E S S I O N :
Legal rule providing that the bold shall inherit the earth.

CL AS S AC TI O N : 
A lawsuit brought by people who don’t even know 
it. Employed because the number of people willing 
to sue is, incredibly, still too small to satisfy lawyers.

E NTR APM E NT: 
What gradually happens to students who begin law 
school with the goal of a career in public interest work.

F E LO NY M U R D E R RU LE :
(Most always on the midterm) A rule providing that a 
homicide committed during a felony is automatically a 
first-degree murder. Under this rule, a getaway driver 
gets the electric chair if his buddies unexpectedly kill the 
convenience store clerk, even though all he wanted out 
of the whole thing was a box of Milk Duds.

H E AR SAY: 
True things said outside of court that are too juicy for 
the jury to hear.

J O I N D E R : 
The uniting of several causes of action or parties 
in a single suit. Joinder rules have become very 
liberal. Experts predict that by the year 2010 all 
living Americans will actually be parties in the same 
humongous lawsuit.

PARO LE EVI D E N CE RU LE : 
A rule that bars the admission of oral evidence when 
there is a written contract. The rule is based on the 
remarkable assumption that people never speak when 
they negotiation and sign contracts.

PU N ITIVE DAMAG E S : 
Damages awarded by a jury to punish a defendant for 
such outrageous wrongdoing as fraud, recklessness, 
or being a large corporation.

R E ASO NAB LE PE R SO N : 
A hypothetical person who exercises those qualities 
of prudence, attention, knowledge, intelligence,  
and judgment that society expects. A truly  
hypothetical person.

VO I R D I R E : 
The examination of prospective jurors by the attorneys 
so they can challenge any jurors who exhibit dis- 
qualifying characteristics such as bias, a relationship 
with a party, or common sense.

POSSIBILITY OF A REVERTER: 
The slim chance that you’ll remember anything about 
estates on your Real Property exam.

J U ST CO M PE N SATI O N 
CL AU S E : 
You have the right to become rich if you own  
a patch of worthless desert in the path of an  
interstate freeway.

FI R ST AM E N D M E NT E STAB -
LI S H M E NT CL AU S E : 
Prohibits religious displays by the government,  
unless they are accompanied by Rudolf the Red-
Nosed Reindeer. 

S EVE NTH AM E N D M E NT: 
Preserves the right to a jury trial when the amount 
in controversy exceeds twenty dollars. The dollar 
amount should be linked to the Consumer Price Index. 
In 1791 twenty dollars would buy a carriage and a 
team of fine horses. Today it will buy two hamsters 
and an exercise wheel.

Those are just some of the samples from – A Survivor’s 
Guide. When the shock of midterms begins to wear 
off you might want to pick up a copy as preparation 
for facing second semester. Maintaining a sense of 
humor is crucial during this long process of legal 
education and can only serve you well. Good luck to 
all on your midterms! 

When I came to Lincoln as a first year student, I 
was very interested in any advice or wisdom that a  
fourth-year student could offer, being under the 
impression that anyone who had reached the fourth 
year relatively intact must possess a wealth of 
information, if not knowledge.

I was told story after story about every professor I 
would experience while at Lincoln, how that professor 
handled case-briefings, whether or not he or she went 
through the class alphabetically or called on students 
randomly, how that professor wrote exams, and how 
that professor graded those exams.

I was warned that Professor Harper not only 
called on his students randomly, he then made that 
student stand up in front of approximately 100 
other students and brief a case, and that it could 
become very uncomfortable for all concerned if you  
weren’t prepared.

My fourth-year mentor then reminded me of the panic 
and nausea that accompanied the LSAT exam, and 
told me to, “get used to it.” He also told me that at 
first I will feel intimidated by my fellow students, that 
there will always be a few that ask loads of questions 
during class and inevitably sound more intelligent 
than those of us who remain silent until called upon 
to brief a case.

AN ARTICLE  

FROM 

VOIR DIRE’S 

PAST
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to everyone in order to create a level playing field. 
The essay topics released included: Civil Procedure, 
a crossover of Remedies and Constitutional Law, 
another crossover of Criminal Law and Procedure, 
Professional Responsibility, and Contracts.

Despite the early topic release and slight panic 
that ensued from prospective applicants, the July 
2019 California Bar Exam, which was held at 15 
different testing center locations statewide, earned a 
50.1% pass rate overall totaling 3,886 out of 7,764 
applicants. There were 4,938 first-time bar takers 
who earned a pass rate of 64%. Despite the early 
release, only 768 applicants, representing a mere 8% 
of California test takers, were “no shows,” and 575 
applicants were processed full refunds if requested 
up to the morning on day one of the exam.

The State Bar, per Research Solutions Group (RSG), 
concluded the premature release of content had no 
statistically significant impact on the examination 
results. A second firm, ACS Ventures, independently 
reviewed the analysis performed by RSG. The report 
confirmed RSG’s finding that the early release of topics 
did not have a material impact on the performance 
of the July 2019 California Bar Exam. Additionally, 
the California Supreme Court investigated the exam 
topics leak. Despite the leak only a few days prior to 
the administration of the exam, the statistics remained 
generally unchanged; in fact, applicants performed 
better. Although the State Bar did not release any 
topics prior to the administration of the February 
2020 Bar Exam, it can be presumed their premature 
release back in July 2019 was a one-time fluke. 
Dedicated hard work, endless preparation through a 
bar prep program including a variety of supplemental 
materials, and thorough knowledge of the rules of 
law are the best resources one can have when sitting 
for any administration of the exam.

The State Bar of California ensures its mission aims to 
protect the general public and includes the primary 
functions of licensing, regulation per the Business 
and Professions Code, and the ongoing discipline 
of attorneys. Additionally, the State Bar continuously 
monitors the advancement of the competent and 
ethical practice of law guided by the rules of 
Professional Conduct and provides support towards 
greater access to the legal system at large.

In order to be admitted to practice law in the state 
of California, applicants are required to earn a Juris 
Doctor (J.D.) degree from law schools which are 
approved by either the American Bar Association 
(ABA), or registered by the State Bar, indicating 
schools which are California-accredited.

The General Bar Exam is administered in both February 
and July of each calendar year. It consists of three 
sections: 200 multiple-choice questions comprising 
the Multistate Bar Examination, five one-hour essay 
questions, and a ninety-minute Performance Test; all 
portions of the exam are weighted equally and a score 
of 1440 will earn an applicant admission to the State 
Bar. Once successfully passing the California Bar 
Exam, an applicant must also undergo the Multistate 
Professional Responsibility Exam (MPRE), and the 
Moral Character Determination (which includes an 
extensive background check); only then are they are 
eligible to take the Attorney’s Oath, and will officially 
have the privilege to be licensed to practice.

On July 25, 2019, the State Bar prematurely released 
an email memorandum to 16 law school deans, which 
was intended to be sent after the July bar exam had 
begun its administration. Approximately two days 
later, State Bar management learned of the topic 
release; once they realized their complete control 
had been lost, they decided to release the topics 

Reflections

Lincoln Law School

The night is dark, the hour is late—

In solitude, I contemplate,

The metamorphosis of—me—

The unknown path I chose to take.

I close my eyes and clearly see

My determination to be,

And marvel as my confidence

Has grown from seed to mighty tree.

From force of will and endurance

I run the course to confluence

With other streams—we grow and roil,

Emboldened gaining influence.

By years of tedious toil,

To our purpose, we’ve grown loyal—

Looking for ways to change—uplift

Paying forward this precious gift.

R E F L E C T I O N S

C A L I F O R N I A 

B A R  E X A M  F I A S C O
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A S I A N  PAC I F I C  A M E R I C A N 
L AW  ST U D E N T  A S S O C I AT I O N 

Asian Pacific American Law Student Association 
(APALSA) is a student organization that encourages and 
promotes the professional growth and advancement 
of its members by providing substantive professional 
development, mentoring, networking opportunities, 
and opportunities to develop leadership and public 
speaking skills. APALSA promotes the involvement of 
its members in the community by providing community 
service, and by encouraging cooperation among 
other student and community organizations.

APALSA participates in a range of activities that  
benefit the students at Lincoln Law School. 
APALSA handed out care packages filled with free  
memberships to gyms, stress relief items and tea 
at the school’s Mental Health Week. APALSA then 
conducted a Thanksgiving Gram fundraiser where 
students could write words of thanks to their fellow 
peers and/or professors. Proceeds from the APALSA’s 
fundraising has supported its long-time philanthropic 
institution, My Sister’s House.

APALSA has changed throughout the years in 
reconstructing its purpose and mission on the Lincoln 
Law School campus. As part-time students, APALSA 
members understand that their colleagues have 
many other full-time obligations and duties. As such, 
members provide support to one another while also 
considering competing priorities. After all, all Lincoln 
Law School students have a common goal here. One 
of the many perks of being an APALSA member is 
the peer support, scholarship opportunities, social 
networking events, and much more.

We are a team that supports each other as we 
work our way through law school at Lincoln. And of  
course, all students are welcomed to join. For 
more information regarding APALSA, contact 
LincolnAPALSA@gmail.com.

B L AC K  L AW  
ST U D E N T S  A S S O C I AT I O N 

National Black Law Student Association (NBLSA), 
is a national organization formed to articulate and 
promote the needs and goals of Black law students to 
effectuate change in the legal community. The Black 
Law Student Association (BLSA) of Lincoln Law School 
of Sacramento (LLS) is an inclusive organization that 
mimics NBLSA’s mission by providing a supportive 
community where students can learn and develop the 
tools necessary to achieve academic and professional 
success. BLSA members understand that going to law 
school is not just about classes and casebooks, it’s 
also about meeting people, exploring different areas 
of law, and getting involved in the legal community. 

In addition to promoting the purpose of the NBLSA, 
BLSA’s goal is to utilize the resources of LLS and 
the legal community to promote the educational, 
professional, political, and social needs of the 
Black law students at LLS; facilitate discourse and 
professionalism among all law students; and instill 
a greater sense of commitment to the needs of the  
Black community.

BLSA is also very much committed to identifying and 
articulating the needs and viewpoints of the nation’s 
Black communities by attending and supporting 
discussion forums throughout the academic year. 
Last year BLSA hosted a community service event 
sponsored by the California Change Lawyers, 
promoting and encouraging BLSA members to 
become prosecutors to help change the face of the 
courtrooms. That presentation allowed our members 
to engage with minority district attorneys to determine 
how to become an Assistant Deputy District Attorney, 
and what it really takes. 

BLSA coordinates and participates in a number of 
social and academic activities to encourage closer 
ties between its members and connect to the broader 
Black community at large. Our BLSA “families” 
connect 1L, 2L, and 3L students to share experiences 
and provide guidance with oversight and support from 
the Wiley Manual Bar Association. We work together 
with other BLSA student partnerships at McGeorge 

Lincoln Law School (LLS) is home to just over 200 
students. And what makes LLS so unique, is its students. 
Many students juggle full-time jobs and families, 
in addition to briefing cases; creating outlines; or 
studying for exams. Outside of the classroom, LLS 
provides students a myriad of opportunities to meet 
with fellow students, faculty, and alumni.

One of these opportunities is provided through the 
many LLS student organizations. Student organizations 
provide a valuable component to the learning 
experience whether it be through educational support 
or letting off a little steam with friends. 

LLS student organizations provide the LLS family 
with many other opportunities to commingle with 
their cohorts or network by hosting events such as 
the Students v. Alumni & Faculty Basketball Game,  
Delta Theta Phi Poker Night, the Barrister’s Ball, 
the WJS Silent Auction, and Annual Luncheon, and 
“Wellness Week”.

It is hoped that each student may find a group of 
interest, or several, that will provide support and 
opportunities to become involved with fellow 
classmates, LLS, and the community at large. The 
following features include some insight to some of 
LLS’s student organizations and events. 

So, come on…and, join the club…

A S I A N  PAC I F I C  A M E R I C A N  L AW 

ST U D E N T  A S S O C I AT I O N

B L AC K  L AW 

ST U D E N T S  A S S O C I AT I O N

D E LTA  T H E TA  P I

L AT I N X  L AW 

ST U D E N T  A S S O C I AT I O N

LI N CO LN  L AW  S C H O O L 

A LU M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N

ST U D E N T  BA R  A S S O C I AT I O N

WO M E N ’ S  J U ST I C E  S O C I E T Y

S T U D E N T  L I F E
G E T T I N G  I N V O L V E D
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L AT I N X  L AW  
ST U D E N T  A S S O C I AT I O N

The Latinx Law Student Association (LLSA) is a not-for-
profit 501(c)(3) organization serving as a conduit for 
Latinx law student voices. Founded on principles of 
social; ethnic; racial; gender; and sexual equality, the 
LLSA is focused on advancing Latino/a students with 
academic success and commitment to community 
service. The LLSA is fueled by a progressive coalition-
building approach to addressing the legal issues 
affecting Latinx around the nation.

One of LLSA’s most important objectives is to 
encourage the retention and recruitment of Latinx 
students, in an effort to increase the diversity of Latinx 
in the legal field. Despite being 18% of the population 
in the U.S., only about 4% of U.S. lawyers are Latinx. 
For Latinas, these numbers are even smaller. Latinas 
account for less than 2% of U.S. lawyers.

In the pursuit of justice through diversity and equality, 
the LLSA continues to grow each year, and is able to 
provide educational resources; community outreach 
opportunities; professional networking among Latinx 
law students and attorneys in the Sacramento area. 
Additionally, LLSA has become increasingly diverse in 
its membership – making the Latinx coalition stronger 
with each graduating class. 

The LLSA, through its LLSA Alumni Network is affiliated 
with the National Latina/o Law Student Association. 
This advantage furthers local and national networking 
both during your education and professional tenure.

Furthermore, The LLSA has hosted a variety of 
“Mixers” celebrating diversity at Lincoln Law School. 
These get togethers have included Lincoln’s Professor 
Fred Galves, former California Supreme Court Justice 
Cruz Reynoso, and the Honorable Emily Vasquez who 
was the first Latina attorney in San Juaquin County 
and the first Latina to be appointed to the Sacramento 
County Superior Court bench.

LLSA invites and welcomes all students of all races, 
genders, and ethnicities to join and attend events in 
support of diversity and equality. For more information 
regarding LLSA, contact LLSAlincolnlaw@gmail.com.

LI N CO LN  L AW  S C H O O L  
A LU M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N

The Alumni Association sponsors opportunities for 
professional development, networking, volunteering, 
and student mentoring. An Alumni Council is made 
up of alumni volunteers who help shape and influence 
the policies and direction of the Association. The 
Association promotes a wide variety of programs 
and events in support of the Law School, its alumni,  
and student body.

ST U D E N T  BA R  A S S O C I AT I O N

The Student Bar Association’s (SBA), goal is to 
maintain transparency among the SBA, students, and 
staff at Lincoln Law School (LLS). The members of 
the board of directors want you to know that SBA is 
open to hear your concerns and comments. Likewise, 
we are here to be your voice to LLS’s administration  
and community.

Additionally, the SBA provides LLS students, faculty, 
and alumni with several opportunities annually to 
network while participating in social activities both 
on and off campus. For example, each year the 
SBA is responsible for coordinating the Barrister’s 
Ball. The Barristers’ Ball is a tradition at nearly 
every law school in the United States, Canada, the 
UK, and Australia. This semi-formal event provides 
a time to get dressed up, mingle with your fellow 
students, alumni, and faculty, and celebrate a year of  
scholastic achievement.

The SBA also focuses on collaborating with other LLS 
organizations. In fact, one such collaboration led to 
the development of “Wellness Week”.

“Wellness Week” is hosted, generally, in October by 
other student organizations including the Women’s 
Justice Society, Latinx Law Student Association, Black 
Law Student Association, Asian Pacific American Law 
Student Association, and Delta Theta Phi. Wellness 
Week is focused on showing LLS students how to keep 
mentally healthy.

For more information regarding SBA, contact 
LincolnLawSchoolSBA@gmail.com.

 

WO M E N ’ S  J U ST I C E  S O C I E T Y

Approaching its 5th anniversary, the Women’s 
Justice Society (WJS) of Lincoln Law School (LLS) 
has become an all-inclusive organization that many 
students, female and male alike, can call home. Any 
LLS student, or alum, who is interested in empowering 
women and community engagement, is invited to join 
and participate in WJS’s ongoing program.

Originally founded as a non-profit organization to 
bring awareness to and support women’s rights, WJS 
aims to assist and uplift its members in both their 
professional and personal development. WJS has 
largely remained connected with these core values, 
while growing its impact within LLS and the local 
Sacramento community.

WJS hosts a variety of events with community 
partners, such as food and clothing drives throughout 
the academic year. We also host workshops to 
support our members’ professional development 
and offer volunteer opportunities year-round. WJS, 
historically, hosts the silent auction during the annual 
Student Bar Association mixer. The auction raises 
revenue that helps maximize fundraising efforts 
for both its members and community outreach 
throughout the year. Notably, WJS invites prestigious 
guest speakers to its annual spring luncheon. Details 
regarding the annual spring luncheon are generally 
released in early spring. You do not want to miss 
this unique networking opportunity with likeminded 
professionals, like yourself!

The organization’s overall goal is to provide endless 
opportunities and platforms that enhance, not only 
the social and professional lives of our members 
but assist in the creation of a powerful network of 
attorneys with a collective impact on the community 
at large.

Please feel free to find a WJS member and ask 
questions, as your support is always welcomed and 
appreciated. If you are interested in joining the 
WJS, please contact us by email at WJSLincoln@
gmail.com, as we would love to have you join us!  
Thank you!

School of Law and UC Davis School of Law in an 
effort to bridge and form long lasting relationships 
beyond law school by connecting members to alumni, 
fellow students, and other attorneys.

BLSA members can also participate in The Frederick 
Douglass Moot Court Competition, which is a 
national competition that takes place annually. The 
competition focuses primarily on public and civil 
rights law, along with topics of particular relevance 
to communities of color. Competitors, in teams of two, 
must submit appellate briefs during the fall semester 
and argue orally for a minimum of three oral argument 
rounds at regionals in the spring semester. The top 
three teams from regionals advance to the national 
competition. The competition is open to all NBLSA 
members, which does not restrict its membership.

It is an honor and a privilege to be a student at LLS 
and to serve as President of BLSA. I look forward to 
recognizing and supporting new members as well as 
working with our current members creating dynamic 
future attorneys.

For more information regarding BLSA, contact 
lincolnsac@nblsa.org.

D E LTA  T H E TA  P I

Delta Theta Phi is a professional legal fraternal 
organization committed to providing a spirit of 
cooperation by offering an opportunity for lawyers 
and law students to promote their personal, 
professional, and intellectual growth through 
networking, leadership, training, scholarship, 
guidance, and a collective responsibility to the 
fraternity and the future of the legal profession. Delta 
Theta Phi is commonly known as “DTP” on campus 
and accepts new members on a rolling basis.

For more information regarding APALSA, contact 
Lincolndtp@gmail.com.
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As this long journey draws to a close, it isn’t quite as 
so many of us had hoped it would be. Between our 
final weeks together being moved to online classes, 
our graduation being postponed, and the possibility 
that the bar will be delayed as well, it’s easy to find 
oneself wishing to have been in a different class, and 
avoided some of this adversity.

But, if any of us had graduated with a different class, 
we would all be worse for it. Class of 2020, I cannot 
conceive of a finer group of individuals to have spent 
these past years with.

Throughout my four years here at Lincoln, I have 
been consistently impressed and humbled, not  
just by everyone’s intelligence, legal aptitude, and 
talent, but by your kindness, your compassion, and 
your humanity.

Sitting in my seat before class, I have witnessed 
countless small acts of kindness, whether it be a 
friendly reminder of an approaching deadline, or 
simply checking in on your friends and classmates, 
asking “how are you” with a rare and sincere interest.

L E T T E R  

F R O M  T H E
Va

led i c t or i an

Class of 2020, these are strange and difficult times.

Congratulations, Class of 2020.
Sincerely, 

Charley Cross
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Walking through the halls, I have seen our class’ 
generosity on display. Not only do so many of us 
freely share our outlines, resources, and study 
materials without prompting, but we also do so 
with underclassmen. I have passed by many of you 
passing on wisdom and resources to other students 
at this school, whether it be a conversation on how 
to approach a particular professor’s exam, or directly 
tutoring them on the law.

So indeed, things may be difficult right now, but I 
am comforted in knowing that I am in this with such  
an incredible community, and that we have each 
other’s backs.

In these past years, all of us have gone through 
hardship, whether academic, personal, or both. But 
perhaps that is why we are so close. It is often said 
that shared adversity is one of the fastest ways to 
bond. And while I hope law school has been an 

overwhelmingly positive experience for everyone,  
it can hardly be called stress-free.

Whatever the case may be, Class of 2020, I am glad 
to have had your company throughout these years. 
Our journey has been long and difficult, and it is not 
over yet. If anyone can get through it, we can. We’re 
no strangers to adversity. After all, we’re law students. 
We pay good money to experience adversity.

But for now, take a breath, and take a moment  
to appreciate just how far you’ve come, and what 
you’ve accomplished.

You are a law student no longer. You are a 
graduate of Lincoln Law School. You are a Doctor 
of Jurisprudence. And before long, you will be a  
lawyer. And speaking for myself, I can’t wait to see 
what we all do.
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Alecia Allison-Thomas

When I started this journey, I had no idea what it 
would require. I also questioned repeatedly if I could 
or would be successful in making it to the finish line.

Thankfully, each step of the way I have been 
encouraged, lifted up and cheered on by all of my 
family and friends, near and far, which I am especially 
appreciative for. The love and support I have received 
from everyone have meant the world to me.

 “Every great dream begins with a dreamer. Always 
remember, you have within you the strength, the patience, 
and the passion to reach for the stars to change the world.” 
– Harriet Tubman

Chad Bowman

Professor Gold has always said, “Law School is a 
Jealous lover.” One never really understands that 
statement sitting in first year, but we sure as hell do 
sitting here today. 

From the highs to the lows, each year was filled with 
a new challenge. But with each new challenge came 
a new success and we learned to never stop fighting!

To Nitika: The only reason you are reading this now is 
because you taught me how to succeed in law school, 
and you helped carry me through! For that, I will forever 
owe you. Thank you for being the best school-wife ever!

To Jessica and Tess: It’s over! Can you believe it? Tess 
was in 1st grade when this adventure started. Even when 
it didn’t seem possible to continue on, you believed 
in me, and refused to let me give up. You put up with 
my stress, frustration, exhaustion and sleepless nights. 
You managed to put me first and you made sure I had 
the tools (or desserts) needed to succeed! You listened 
when I needed it, and you talked me back to earth on 
many occasions. Thank you for being my rocks!

To Mom: I know you are crying right now, and that’s 
ok! They are tears of joy. I know each tear represents a 
memory from the last five years. I know you are proud 
of me. I know you are my biggest fan, but there is one 
thing you don’t know: My success is because of you. 
Thank you for your insurmountable amounts of love 
and selflessness. Thank you for always being there for 
me. Thank you for being the best mother in the world!

To Dad: “Bowman and Bowman”…Let’s Do this! 
You have been my encouragement, my mentor, my 
motivation and more importantly, my boss and father. 
I used to wonder why you had to choose a career that 
required me to go back to school, but today, I couldn’t 
be more thankful! Thank you for putting your trust in 
me. I look forward to spreading joy through law with 
you! Thank you!

Francisco Amavisca

L I N C O L N  

L A W  S C H O O L

Gradua tes

23



25

Larissa Celaya

 “You must do the things you think you cannot do.”  
– Eleanor Roosevelt

There was a time (or two) I did not think I was going 
to pass an exam. There was a time when I did not 
think I would survive my clerkship, let alone receive 
an attorney-in-waiting offer at my firm. But, here I am. 
I passed every exam; I survived my clerkship; I got the 
offer; and I’m still standing strong. I would like to take 
this opportunity to thank those who have traversed this 
long, hard road with me. All of you Eleanor Roosevelts 
out there that reminded me to do the things that I thought 
I could not do.

To my parents – you raised me in a home of love and 
instilled confidence in me. You taught me that the sky 
is not the limit and to instead, reach for the stars. 
Without your endless love and support, I wouldn’t be 
where I am today. To my Wella – thank you for being 
my words of wisdom and encouragement and my place 
of respite. You taught me not to sidestep obstacles 
standing in my way, but to embrace them and to use 
them to my advantage. To my husband – thank you 
for supporting me; for loving me unconditionally; and 
most importantly, for putting up with me. You, my love, 
may be the most understanding and caring man in the 
world, and for that, I love you. To my girl gang – thank 
you for understanding me when I suffered in silence; 
for being there for me when I finally cracked; and for 
being my biggest cheerleaders. I am so fortunate to 
be surrounded by a class of women who are strong, 
kind, and beautiful both inside and out. To you all – 
thank you for sharing in my victories as well as my 
defeats. You all mean so much to me, and I cannot 
thank you enough for each role you played in helping 
me achieve this goal

p.s. Keep this manifesto forever, because you know 
you’ll never hear me get mushy like this again. Now 
let’s party!

Sarah Deem

A Lawyer’s Prayer 
Pray that, for the glory of God and in the pursuit of His justice,

I may be trustworthy with confidences, keen in study, accurate 
in analysis, correct in conclusion, 

able in argument, loyal to clients, honest with all,  
courteous to adversaries, 

ever attentive to conscience. 
Sit with me at my desk and listen with me to my clients’ tales. 
Read with me in my library and stand always beside me so 

that today I shall not, 
to win a point, lose my soul.

Pray that my family may find in me what yours found in you: 
friendship and courage, cheerfulness and charity,  

diligence in duties, counsel in adversity, 
patience in pain—their good servant, and God’s first. 

Amen.

– Saint Thomas More, 
Patron Saint of Statesmen and Politicians

Nicole Crawford

To my wonderful children, Adrianna, Angelica and 
Kerry, I want to tell you “thank you.” I know the last 
four years have been hard. I am sorry that my dream 
came with the price of missing field trips, art nights, 
science fairs, soccer games, and bedtime stories. I want 
to tell you “thank you”, because even though you may 
not fully understand, YOU were my motivation that kept 
me going when I wanted to throw in the towel. You are 
the reason I started this journey, and I want you to see 
that it is never too late to conquer your dreams. Thank 
you for always happily filling my coffee cup and finding 
me yummy snacks to help me study. I am beyond proud 
to be your mommy, and I am honored that we all get 
to share our graduation milestones together this year. 
I love you to the moon and back (60-90-12 times!)

To my amazing husband, Kerry: thank you for never 
letting me give up, for being my rock, and for staying 
through the countless tears and sleepless nights that 
law school has endured. Thank you for listening to me 
go over my rules, analyzing legal concepts, and for 
listening to me practice my closing statement a thousand 
times. Mostly, thank you for loving me and believing in 
me. Without you, this day could not be possible. Thank 
you to the rest of my family for everything you have 
done. Your support is why I am here today.

Karli Dillon

Faculty Achievement Award: Torts 2017; Review 
Coordinator: Torts 2017-2018. Lincoln Law School 
Scholarship; Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship. Voir 
Dire Article Contributor 2018-2020. Women’s Justice 
Society 2016-2020; WJS Executive Board Member 
(Secretary) 2019-2020. Delta Theta Phi 2019-2020.

Mom and Dad, despite the tumultuous ups and downs 
we experienced well over the last decade, I appreciate 
that you always stood by me and believed in me 
wholeheartedly. Everything happens for a reason, even 
when we are not wise enough to see it; where there is 
no struggle, there is no strength. Thank you for being 
my wings. I love you both. Adam, I love you too! I will 
always be there for you as I know you will be for me.

Aunt Jill and Uncle Joe, words cannot express how 
much I appreciate you both and everything you have 
done for me along my long educational journey to 
success. From snacks to spaghetti sauce, to stickers 
and tuition payments, I would not have been able to 
do this without your continued support.

Grandma Barbara, thank you for everything you have 
done to support me always. I love you and know how 
proud you are of me and always were.

Peter Rabbit, I did it! You met me almost halfway through 
this journey and stuck by my side as we both climbed 
Mt. Everest (well, you did physically). Your support 
and love have made my life feel fully complete and I 
am so proud and honored to call you mine. I love you 
to the moon and back, and always will!

Marlene, you pushed and challenged me beyond my 
limits. You helped me grow into a better student and 
held me accountable day in and out. There were times 
I wanted to give up – you were there to listen to me 
vent (and cry), and after another cup of coffee, we 
were back in the game! You will make an outstanding 
attorney and I am proud to call you my friend.

Jessica, you have been the greatest boss, mentor, and 
friend anyone could ever ask for in life. I cherish the 
library and every opportunity you have given me. You 
listened (a LOT) and supported me every step of the 
way, and knowing your kind, genuine heart has helped 
to make me a better person inside and out. Thank you.

Charles Cross

All throughout law school, I’ve just focused on being 
successful. But for me, success has meant not just doing 
my best academically, but also making friends, helping 
others, fostering goodwill, and helping to ensure that 
everyone else succeeds. It also has meant honoring my 
parent’s upbringing and especially my father’s legacy 
as a good man and a good attorney. And now it also 
means honoring his memory. I know he’s proud of me, 
and I will strive to keep it that way.
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Kevin Doherty

You know that you have someone very special in your 
life when she is willing to engage in countless hours of 
discussions on legal theories, cases and rulings – all the 
while appearing to be interested and engaged. To my 
wonderful wife, April, your support has been invaluable 
throughout this wild ride called law school. The many 
sacrifices you have made over the past four years have 
ensured that I can sleep soundly (even if only for a few 
hours!) and spend most of the week away from home 
without worry. This journey has only just begun, but I 
look forward to the rest of the trip with you at my side.

To the fine young men who I am proud to call my sons, 
Benny and Nate – while I haven’t been able to make 
it to many sporting events, school functions and boy 
scout outings recently, you know that my heart has 
been with you the entire time. Also, whether you go to 
law school, med school or grad school, it would be a 
good idea for you to do it before you hit 40 years old. 

To my good friends and family, especially my parents, 
both natural and in-law - thank you for your unwavering 
belief in me and various forms of support. Mom, you 
were right, I should become a lawyer! Hopefully my 
boys won’t take a couple of decades to follow my 
advice.

Last but not least, to my classmates and study group 
crew - I feel truly blessed to have experienced law 
school with such a fine group. There were times that 
I didn’t have the book and didn’t do the reading, but 
with your help we struggled through and made it here 
together. I would not trade you guys for all the coins 
in Switzerland!

Victoria Freeman

 “That’s the one thing people can’t take away from you.” 
– Michelle Obama

I would like to thank everyone for their love and support 
during my law school years. I would not have made it 
without my friends, family, and fur baby, Oreo. I would 
also like to thank myself – I came, I conquered, and 
ruled like the Queen Vee that I am.

To Mom and Dad – All I ever wanted is to make both 
of you proud, a daughter to brag about. Daddy, the 
greatest man I will ever know, I can’t believe you are 
not here today. I still remember when you told me you 
were proud of me following my dream of becoming 
an attorney. To Mom, who told me that quitting was 
not an option and Dad would want me to finish. You 
made sure I went to class even on my worst days. You 
are my rock! You made me the woman that I am today, 
and I don’t say it enough, but thank you. I love you 
Mom and Dad!

To my Grandparents – Thank you for all your love and 
support. I will always remember the life lessons you 
have taught me, and I cherish every memory I had 
with each of you.

To my Godmothers – I am fortunate to have not one, 
but two. Words are not enough to express what you 
both mean to me and how I appreciate everything you 
have done for me. Thank you for always having my 
back and reminding me that I’m perfect. 

To my Girls – Thank you for the coffee dates, texts, 
lunches, Vegas trips, and being there for my highest 
of highs and lowest of lows. You are the best friends 
that a girl could ask for.

To my brother, Jo -Jo – Thank you for being a positive 
role model and a protective older brother, who always 
had my back when I needed you. You set the bar high, 
so I know I had my work cut out for me to follow in your 
footsteps. I am proud to be your little sister.

Final Score – 2 to 3, I won! Love ya, Big Bro.

Marlene Ferrell

I would like to first thank God, for giving me strength, 
wisdom, and courage during this difficult law school 
journey. I truly would not have made it without His 
love, protection, and guidance – especially during a 
time of tragedy and my leave of absence.

Thank you to my wonderful husband, Rob – for being 
so supportive, understanding, and for dealing with my 
roller coaster of emotions. For all the things you do, 
always believing in me, being my biggest fan, and 
taking care of things so I wouldn’t stress. Thank you 
for making such a loving home, missing me while I was 
gone, and for not being upset that we barely had “us” 
time. Sorry (not sorry) for using my persuasive argument 
skills on you. I love you and this life of ours and could 
not have done this without you. You da real MVP.

Thank you to my family and friends for being so 
understanding when I was MIA, and not making me 
feel guilty. For always being there to lift my spirits, 
reminding me of how proud you are, encouraging me, 
believing in me, and always ready for a drink when I 
needed it. Without your love and support, I wouldn’t 
have made it to the finish line.

Thank you, Karli. For being my safe space, lending an 
ear, sharing in my anxiety, checkin me when I overthink, 
joining me in my ranting, and keeping me company 
in Lincoln’s basement for days on end. Thank you for 
the many laughs, the coffees, and Kleenex (!!). This 
journey was better with you. I would not have made it 
without you! I am SO proud of us and thank God (and 
your mom!) for our paths crossing.

To the Lincoln Class of 2020 – we made it! I wish you 
all the best of luck. A little knowledge goes a long way, 
and I pray that you use what you’ve learned to make 
a positive impact in the world and in others’ lives. Be 
the voice for those without one and stand up against 
the injustices in the world. Congratulations, y’all!

Parysa Ghazizadeh

 “You show your worth by what you seek.”  
– Rumi

When I started law school, I had no idea what I was in 
for and how it would change my life. During the past 
four years, law school was the one constant that gave 
me the courage and hope to push through adversity 
in hopes of a better day. I am truly grateful for this 
experience that has transformed me into the person 
I am today.

Thank you to my friends and family that not only 
tolerated me during this time but were patient enough 
to celebrate this accomplishment with me. Thank you 
to my work family at Pollara Law Group for your 
unwavering support. I don’t know how to express my 
gratitude to all of you.

I am particularly thankful for my parents who sacrificed 
their comfort and family by leaving their homeland to 
give their children a shot at the American Dream. Had 
it not been for that difficult decision, I would not be 
here today. Specifically, I would like to thank my mother 
for showing me how to be a strong, yet kind woman. 
Mom, you showed me how to always get back up on 
my feet, even when the odds were stacked against me, 
and for that I am incredibly grateful. I couldn’t have 
accomplished this goal without your unconditional love 
and support. “Be”, and it is. Alhamdulilah.
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Holli Hunt

Four years have flown by in the absolute blink of an 
eye. The last four years have been some of the most 
challenging, yet rewarding years of my life. I have 
so many people to thank for supporting me through 
this crazy journey. To my family and friends – from 
the bottom of my heart, thank you. Thank you for 
believing in me, for supporting me, and forgiving 
me when school took the number one seat in my life. 
Thank you for building me up and reminding me that 
one day, these long days and late nights would be 
worth it. I truly would not have made it through law 
school without your love and support. I owe it all to 
you. To the professors at Lincoln – thank you for all 
that you do. You go above and beyond to ensure that 
students receive a quality education. I consider myself 
very lucky to have chosen a school where the faculty 
truly cares about their students. To my classmates – we 
did it!! I am so proud of each and every one of you. I 
cannot wait to hear about all the amazing things you 
do in the future.

“If anything is worth doing, do it with all your heart.”  
– Buddha 

Steven Hume

Spiritual: To be close to God, and respond to the 
promptings I receive from Him to do good to my 
fellow man and to be a better person, removing from 
my life debilitating, self-defeating habits and negative  
thoughts, believing the best way to live close to God is 
by doing every good thing that comes into my heart.

Physical: To reflect, in my personal atmosphere, a 
sense of confidence, cleanliness, and respect for my 
body and mind by eating healthier and exercising to 
maintain a standard of personal hygiene that reflects 
my spiritual beliefs. There is dignity in hard work—a 
satisfaction to the soul; hence I work hard at whatever 
I choose to do.

Mental: To maintain a rigorous regimen of reading 
good books, analyzing what I have read, memorizing 
good, positive quotes, scriptures, poetry, and statements 
by thinkers—to furnish my mind with positive, uplifting 
thoughts keeping it out of the gutter of immorality, and 
debauchery. I believe you become what you think about, 
so I try to have good, wholesome, positive thoughts, 
it’s difficult, yet I try.

Social: To interact positively with others, allowing 
them to be whatever they want to be and not passing 
judgment on them for their decisions in life, realizing 
that all of us come to the point we are right now from 
different experiences, and the hardest thing to do is 
to “walk a mile in another man’s moccasins.” Live and 
let live, and vice versa.

Language: Since the only measure a person may ever 
be able to take of me are the words that come out of my 
mouth, I try and articulate wholesome, uplifting thoughts 
and principles, avoiding foul and vulgar language that 
could reflect poorly on that only first impression.

This strongly influences me:
Mind is the Master power that moulds and makes,
And Man is Mind, and evermore he takes
The tool of Thought, and, shaping what he wills,
Brings forth a thousand joys, a thousand ills:—
He thinks in secret, and it comes to pass:
Environment is but his looking-glass.
(As a Man Thinketh, James Allen)

Hannah Johl

I am the type of person who frets and worries about 
something cool or unique to write. In the end I panic 
and write some random Flight of the Conchords lyric 
or some passage from a book that meant something to 
me personally, but nobody else has ever heard of. So 
in lieu of something obscure, I would like to express my 
gratitude for those who have stood by me through this 
season. To my dear friends and classmates who have 
been so unwaveringly supportive and encouraging, I 
am so thankful to have met you and to have made such 
wonderful and precious friends during this journey. To 
my parents, who have been my constant defenders, 
who have always believed in me, and encouraged me 
through it all, thank you. I could not have done this 
without your support. To my grandparents, who have 
always been there for me, who have selflessly provided 
for me and cheered for me in all of my endeavors. I 
love you both and I would not be here today without 
everything you have done to help and encourage me. 
To the wonderful Johl family, who have sacrificed so 
much and who have been a constant support to me 
during these past few years. To my sister, my best 
friend, thank you for your infallible belief in me, for 
sacrificing birthdays and holidays, for always making 
time for me when I had it, for the phone calls, and for 
being a constant source of encouragement with your 
ready-made pep-talks. Finally, to my husband, Dan 
Johl, who has stood with me through it all, sacrificing 
his time with me, for his unwavering faith and belief 
in me. Thank you for listening to my rants about the 
law and cases that you have no interest in, thank you 
for always playing the devil’s advocate, helping me to 
constantly see new opinions and points of view. You 
have helped me grow and learn far more than you 
realize. Thank you for selflessly putting my dreams 
first, and for always encouraging me to be a better 
version of myself.

Elizabeth Gunther

To my parents – Thank you for everything. I can honestly 
say that I would never be where I am today if it wasn’t 
for you. Even though I hated it growing up, I am grateful 
to you for disciplining me and making sure I always 
set high standards for myself. Thank you for being 
wonderful parents and even better grandparents to 
Stella. I love you both so much.

To my husband, Levi – thank you for being the 
compassionate, selfless, and caring husband that you 
are. Thank you for making me laugh until I cry when 
I’ve had a hard day (and when I haven’t had a hard 
day). Thank you for going over my outlines with me 
before an exam and making me go to class when I 
felt like skipping. Thank you for making me a Mommy 
to our perfect daughter and thank you for being the 
best Daddy to her. I love you and I am so grateful for 
everything you’ve done for Stella and me.

To my beautiful daughter Stella – Thank you for giving 
me so much happiness. From the moment that I found 
out I was going to be your Mommy, my life changed 
in the best way possible and I will try my hardest to be 
the best Mommy that I can be for you. You will always 
be my biggest accomplishment. Thank you for filling my 
life with so much joy and purpose. I love you forever.

To Larissa – Thank you for sitting across that kitchen 
table from me for the last four years. I love you and 
I’m so thankful I had you with me during this crazy 
ride. We did it!!
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Andrew Johnson

Dean Schiavenza, I’ll never forget you speaking to my 
class at American River College 6 years ago, talking 
about Lincoln Law School. I had always wanted to 
become a lawyer, but I thought I was too late. Thank 
you for inspiring me to finish my degree and apply to 
Lincoln. Thank you for giving me a chance.

Mom and Dad, I can’t thank you enough for all the 
love and support you have given me throughout my 
entire educational career. From St. Mel’s grade school 
to Lincoln Law you have always helped me succeed. 
Thank you for pushing me to continue in my education 
even when I didn’t want to, I am forever grateful.

Nana, Grandma and Grandpa, thank you for the love, 
encouragement, prayers and support you have given 
me my entire life. I love you all so much.

To the entire Lincoln Law School faculty and staff, thank 
you for being so caring and helpful. This school has a 
special place in my heart because you all.

 “As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that 
the highest form of appreciation is not to utter words, 
but to live by them.” – John F. Kennedy

Queenie Kwong

 “You may be disappointed if you fail, but you are doomed 
if you don’t try.” – Beverly Sills

Just like what we were told on Day 1, the four-year 
journey was a battle. I couldn’t ask for a more supportive 
class to share this experience with. Nathalie, Mahliya, 
and Michelle, you are all amazing and inspiring in your 
own way. Thank you for keeping me sane when I panic.

To my husband: roller coaster emotions, panic attacks, 
freaked out sessions, you name it (I know it’s even 
worse when I’m hungry and brain dead). You’ve seen 
them all and dealt with them firsthand. I’m sorry to 
have put you through all of them. Thank you for being 
supportive, patient and helpful in every way you can. 
Most importantly, thank you for being by my side. Just 
know that I appreciate you so so much, even though I 
may not say it enough.

To my mom: thank you for never forcing me to be perfect. 
I may not be the best, but I will always try to be my best. 
This is what you taught me since I was little. You are my 
biggest cheerleader and always the first to celebrate the 
accomplishments in my life, no matter big or small. I 
would not be who I am today if it wasn’t for you.

To my aunt & uncle: thank you for believing in me. You 
have taught me and inspired me so much.

To my brother: thank you for listening to my rants and 
covering for me so I could conquer this monster.

Family is everything to me. I am not afraid to fall because 
I know one of you will always be there to catch me. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the love 
and support in this journey.

Jeffrey Jokerst

Congrats to our class, the class of 2020! It has been 
a great experience with all of you. It is my sincere 
hope that the friendships developed over the last four 
years will last a lifetime. It seems like just yesterday we 
were all sitting in Orientation. I remember back then 
thinking, “How on Earth am I going to do this?” I had 
no idea how I was going to get through law school, I 
just knew that I wanted to so bad. The four-year road 
ahead seemed so long and treacherous. But all it really 
took was focusing one day at a time and perseverance. 
And now here we are.

To my Parents: Thank you so much for always 
encouraging me. From the time I was only a few 
years old and even now as an adult. Your love and 
encouragement have never waned, and it’s always 
been the strong foundation in my life that pushed me 
to accomplish what I have.

To the World: I promise to use this education to make 
you a better place. It is my heart’s desire that fairness, 
justice and goodness permeate richly throughout our 
great country and to the global community. “What we 
do in this life echoes for eternity.”

Veronica Kaldani

 “Chaos isn’t a pit. Chaos is a ladder. Many who try to 
climb it fail, and never get to try again. The fall breaks 
them. And some are given a chance to climb, but they 
refuse.” – Lord Baelish

Class of 2020 let’s keep climbing.

Iryna Kylyushyk

To my amazing husband, thank you for your 
unconditional love, support and patience throughout 
my journey. 

To my son, thank you for being the best child a mother 
can ask for, for falling asleep to outlines and not 
complaining one bit and for endless hugs and kisses. 
You are my motivation. 

To my family, thank you for always being by my side, 
for your words of encouragement, support and always 
believing in me. 

Special thank you to my parents and my in-laws for 
your wisdom, help, support and for taking the best care 
of Sammy. I wouldn’t be able to do this without you. 
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Brandon Largent

To my wife.

Thank you for bearing the burden. The mundane. The 
tiresome. The unrelenting pressures of rearing our 
precious little ones. Madison was 18 months old, and 
Lilly just 4 weeks. Your thoughtfulness of preserving 
and sharing meaningful moments of their little growing 
lives on the many nights away allowed me to feel more 
present, more joy.

So said Aristophanes in his fantastical account of the 
origins of love:

 “Early humans were outfitted with two faces, four 
hands, and four legs. These monstrosities were very 
fast – moving by way of cartwheels – and they were 
also quite powerful. So powerful, in fact, that the Gods 
were nervous for their dominion.”

Wanting to weaken them, Zeus, Greek king of Gods, 
cut each in two, and commanded his son Apollo “to 
turn its face…towards the wound so each person would 
see he’d been cut and keep better order.” If, however, 
the humans continued to pose a threat, Zeus promised 
to cut them again – “and they’ll have to make their 
way on one leg, hopping!” Classics.mit.edu/Plato/
symposium.html (accessed March 5, 2020).

The severed humans were a miserable lot.

Since the time our two halves returned to their rightful 
whole and we formed our union, your love has stirred 
me to run risks far greater than before. This is easy 
and natural, yours is the love a man longs for, would 
kill to obtain, would die to protect.

Please accept my gratitude for these past years and 
let us move to a new chapter where we will continue 
to fashion our partnership. Yes, we will cross the 
mundane, endure pain and pang – for you know we 
have already faced death as halves and as a whole. 
As it was then it shall be now, we will produce greater 
success and know more joy, as our halves no longer 
toil separately. They return to one another, longing to 
throw their arms about one another, weaving themselves 
together, wanting to be together as one.

Tiffany Mathews

 “Finish strong.” – Judge Gevercer

Dad, You instilled in me, since I was a little girl, the 
notion that I can be anything I want to be. So when 
I woke up one day and decided to go to law school,  
I knew I could do it. That untethered confidence shapes 
every decision I make, and those decisions lead me to 
where I am today. Thank you for supporting me and 
showing me what I’m capable of.

Mom, You inspired my love for reading by reading 
to me every night before bed. That love of reading 
carried me through what seemed like endless hours of 
studying. In addition to being my mom, you are also 
my best friend, my personal manager who organizes 
my life, and my doctor who nurses me back to health. 
Thank you for everything you do for me.

Trent, Thank you for holding down the family. I am 
grateful to have you as a brother and am so proud of 
the person you have grown into.

R-Dawg, I knew we’d be law school sisters the day I 
sat next to you in the front row and you told me a story 
about your pet turtle. Your smile is what made me look 
forward to coming to class. I’m going to miss sitting 
next to you and giggling...I mean, learning.

A - Game, Thank you for answering all my questions.  
I can always count on you for the 4 -11. And thank you 
for showing me how to minimize my g-chat window lol. 
I’m so glad we became law school sisters.

K, Thank you for being the meme king and teaching the 
DT how to study the Harvard way, with cut out pictures 
of Alvin and the Chipmunks.

Dean Schiavenza, Thank you for being the Godfather 
of Lincoln and guiding our class through graduation.

Kamal D. Mann (Sunny)

To my father Pali Mann and mother Savi Kaur, I 
am eternally grateful for all your support and all 
the unconditional love. Navi, Aman, Bachiter, and 
Jass, thank you for always being there for me. Dean 
Schiavenza, I am blessed to have your guidance. To 
my family in India, I am an extension of all you and 
this achievement is just as much yours as it is mine.

Class of 2020, it was an honor taking part in this 
journey alongside each of you.

 “For this purpose was I born, let all the virtuous people 
understand. I was born to advance righteousness, to 
emancipate the good, and to destroy all evil-doers root 
and branch.” – Guru Gobind Singh Ji

Lidiya Matsoyan

If law school has taught me anything, it’s perseverance.

A month after starting at Lincoln, I grieved my father’s 
unexpected passing. I finish at Lincoln after birthing 
two beautiful boys (not twins) and marrying my best 
friend. Though simply put, experiencing it all has been 
anything but.

Family life coincided with my pursuit of a JD and I 
refused to give up one or the other. If it wasn’t for the 
support of my family and close friends, I would have 
never made it through.

To my dear friends Andrea and Oksana, you were 
angels sent into my life our first year. Your presence 
throughout this journey has kept me sane. Thank you 
for being there for me, particularly in the most difficult 
times. Your words of encouragement and wisdom kept 
me going.

To my sons, I hope that my experience will teach you that 
with work ethic and commitment you can accomplish 
anything you set your mind to, even when motivation 
is sometimes lacking. Work ethic breeds success.

To my husband, we did it. Finally. We survived law 
school and two infancy/toddler stages. Some marriages 
don’t survive either, we managed to survive both. 
Simultaneously. That says something. I love you. Thank 
you for supporting me in whatever I wanted to do and 
making my dreams a reality.

To my mama, I can’t begin to thank you for all that 
you have done for me and my family over the last few 
years. Becoming a mother has made me realize what 
an incredible woman you are. You are my inspiration. 
I’m so grateful and honored to be your daughter. I 
would have never been able to achieve this without 
you. Your contribution to this accomplishment will 
forever remain with me.

To my dad, thank you for making your dream of coming 
to America a reality for our family, and for enduring the 
struggle to give us a better life. I really am living the 
American dream, thanks to you. I know you’d be proud.
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Patrick McNulty

How fortunate we are to advocate.

Reina Miller

Lo hicimos mama <3

I can honestly say I’ve never cried so much in my life. 
This truly took a village. I can never thank my friends 
and family enough for the support that took to make 
this happen. A special s/o to my DT (T-bone, A, & K), 
you guys truly made these past few years full of great 
memories & I couldn’t have picked a better group of 
friends to witness my ugly cry.

Congrats class of 2020! No more dungeon (:

Alexio Montana

Mahliya Montgomery

William R. Orr Scholarship, Barbra Jane McCarty 
Scholarship, Dean’s List 2018 -19, Faculty Achievement 
Award: Professional Responsibility, Criminal Law, 
Employment Law. 2017-18 Friday Night Review 
Coordinator: Criminal Law/Professional Responsibility, 
2018-19 Friday Night Review Coordinator: Criminal 
Procedure, 2019-20 Friday Night Review Coordinator: 
Evidence.

Only those who have survived law school can truly 
understand what an accomplishment it is. The real work 
and the personal battles are done in solitude. I’d like to 
start by honoring the dedication it took for me to get here 
and hope this will give my classmates permission to do 
the same. We deserve to be incredibly proud.

To my classmates: I’m humbled to be in your company. I 
can’t wait to see all the great things you do! To Nathalie, 
Queenie, and Michelle: thanks for always being there 
and keeping it real. I’d like to thank Dean Schiavenza for 
always taking time to help me and my fellow students. We 
wouldn’t be here without you and the rest of Lincoln’s staff.

To my mother: Thank you for never doubting me. I never 
thought to place limitations on myself because of how you 
raised me. When obstacles came my way, you always 
helped me figure out a way to make it happen. To Natalie: 
Thank you for being in my corner even when you didn’t 
have to be. I appreciate your support more than you’ll 
ever know. To Nakia, Brevin, Dom, and Aliyah: When 
I wanted to give up, I thought of you. If I can do this, 
there’s nothing you can’t do. To my family: I just want to 
make you proud. I love you all so much.

To my daughters: I did this for you and with you. Leti, 
if I didn’t have you at 18, I wouldn’t have gone to law 
school. Your strength and confidence have taught me 
so much. Don’t ever dim your light for anybody or let 
someone tell you what you can’t do. Noe, I started law 
school when you were three weeks old. You only know 
a life where Mommy is away three nights a week and I 
can’t wait to spend more time with you and your sister. 
Your joyful spirit is infectious and I pray that you never 
lose that smile. You both bring such light into my life. We 
did it babies!!

Dehra Moles

“All advocacy is, at its core, an exercise in empathy.”  
– Samantha Power

Thank you to my family for the support along this journey. 
And to Anna, your love and support is still felt.

Wade McNally

Thank you to Dean Schiavenza and his outstanding team 
of professors. The collection of legal minds at Lincoln 
is second to none. I have been so impressed with the 
resumé of each of our professors. More importantly, I 
have been impressed with how genuine these people 
are. They truly care about us as individuals and work 
to help us achieve our goals. I am eternally grateful 
for your help and guidance.

Thank you to my classmates. I could not imagine a 
better, more supportive group of people to go through 
law school with than the class of 2020. Over the last 
several years we have become family. I fully expect 
that I will enjoy professional relationships with many 
of you for years to come. But more importantly, I have 
gained several life-long friends.

Finally, and most important, I want to thank my 
incredible family for allowing me to pursue this dream. 
The sacrifice my wife Christine and our children have 
made cannot be measured. Thank you for your support, 
for quizzing me with flashcards, for humoring me while 
I drone on and on about theories of law, and most of 
all, for making me believe that I could achieve this 
goal. John and Diane, thank you for your unending 
support and faith in me. The two of you have shown 
me what is possible.

During our first year, Professor Gold told us that law 
school is not only an opportunity for us to change our 
lives but the lives of our families. That is exactly why 
I am doing this. I hope one day I can repay my debt 
to you.
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Estefania Parra

For my parents,
Thank you for believing in me, being proud of me, and 
for your selflessness throughout my tenancies journey, 
as windy and prolonged as it became. Thank you 
for having the fortitude to leave everything behind in 
search of greater opportunities. Finally, thank you for 
offering me your unyielding support, no matter the cost. 
I know I don’t say this enough, I love and appreciate 
you both very much.

For my brothers,
Thank you for looking up to me, you may not know it, 
but your recognition is a constant reminder that pushes 
me to be and do better. I have set a high bar so that you 
know what we as a family are capable of achieving, 
and to remind you that we are stronger than we may 
think. I love you guys.

For my husband,
Thank you for guiding me, for mentoring me and for 
giving me the proverbial kick in the toosh when I wasn’t 
performing at the level you know I’m capable of. Thank 
you for knowing that I’m as capable as you when you 
also attained your dreams. Thank you for holding me 
when I broke down and cried, and for being my biggest 
cheerleader (and chauffeur) on exam days. Te amo.

For my dogs,
Woof. I wuv you!

For my law school friends who became family, 
 “Queda prohibido llorar sin aprender, levantarte un 
día sin saber que hacer, tener miedo a tus recuerdos. 
Queda prohibido no sonreír a tus problemas, no luchar 
por lo que quieres, abandonarlo todo por miedo, no 
convertir en realidad tus sueños” – Unknown

Richard Swanson

I would like to thank my family for putting up with my 
craziness while in school. I would also like to thank my 
friends who still invited me to do things even though 
they knew I couldn’t attend. Shout out to the Starbucks at 
“Unsafeway”, the place where I kept my caffeine addiction 
alive. I would also like to thank this graduating class for 
being a great and helpful bunch. Lastly, a special shout 
out to Team Chard, for if it weren’t for them, I probably 
would have lost my sanity long ago.

Bryan Rouse

It was all a dream… Words are not enough to show 
my gratitude to the people that helped me achieve my 
dream, but here goes my attempt – 

My class: We did it. I’m proud to have learned next to 
you for these four years. I think we made a pretty solid 
unit and it will always make me smile to think about 
our experiences together.

Faculty: You all play such an integral role in our growth 
that I want to thank you for your time and patience in 
re-wiring our heads and imbuing us with knowledge.

Dean Schiavenza: You gave me the chance when I told 
you that was all I needed. For that, I am eternally grateful.

Ray & Nicole Rouse: You two helped me pass the baby 
bar with your tutelage and I wouldn’t be here without 
it. Thank you, your time wasn’t wasted.

Colombo: Every time I write, I look it over and hear 
your voice ripping it apart. Thank you for making us 
better at being a lawyer.

Judge Bowman & Judge Fiorini: Thank you both for 
opening up your courtrooms and allowing me to 
pester you with questions. I appreciate the candid 
conversations and the insight into all things. You two 
helped keep that drive alive when I needed a reminder.

My Guys: We made a pact first year that we would 
graduate together. Through blood sweat and tears, 
trials and tribulations, grit and grind; we stand proud. 
Good work gentlemen. The four of us make one hell 
of a lawyer…

Mom & Rog: Thank you for always being the rock in 
the storm.

Cameron & Aidan: They say chasing your dreams is 
impossible, I say you just need the right motivation. I 
love you boys with all my heart.

Sherri: HOLY SH*T! I told you almost 20 years ago 
that we could conquer the world together. Today, 
another milestone falls. Life just wouldn’t be as sweet 
without you to share it with. Thank you for being my 
everything, I love you something crazy. Time for whiskey 
and champagne!

Nathalie Nguyen

Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity, Member 2017-2020; 
Women’s Justice Society, Member 2016 -2018, 
President 2017- 2018; Asian Pacific Islander Student 
Association Member 2016-2019, President 2019 -
2020; Lincoln Law School Scholarship; Joan and Robert 
Zarick Scholarship; Women Lawyers of Sacramento 
Scholarship; Asian Bar Association of Sacramento 
Law Foundation Scholarship; Sacramento Soroptimist 
Scholarship; Philanthropic Education Organization 
(PEO) International Scholarship, Sacramento County 
Bar Association Public Law Scholarship.

To Mom and Dad: Cam on ba và me. Con biet 
la ba me dã làm rat nhieu cho Vinh va Con. Con 
hy vong con làm cho ba me tu hào. You came to 
America for a better life and I can never repay 
you for the opportunities you provided me. You 
helped me achieve my dreams and for that I am so 
grateful. I love you ba me. This law degree is for you. 
 
To Vincent: Thanks for always showing me the best 
places to eat, being there for me, and of course always 
putting me in check. You are the greatest little brother 
ever (by default) and I hope you know I’ll always have 
your back 100. Love you kid. To Jonathan: Disneyland 
here we come (JK, but not really)! You’re my best 
friend and partner in crime. Thank you for always 
supporting and motivating me to be my authentic self. 
I am so glad you chose me and that we get to take 
on the world together. I love you. To the Gayton and 
Salazar Family: Thank you for accepting me into your 
family and becoming my family away from home. I 
am forever grateful for all of you! Also, big shout out 
to Mama and Papa Gayton for stepping in to be my 
parents when my parents couldn’t travel far to come 
to all my law school activities. To Mahliya, Queenie 
and Michelle: Aside from obtaining this JD, I got all 
of you as an added bonus. Thank you for keeping 
me sane all these years. Law school ends here, but 
our friendship will continue. I love you! To my friends 
from the Bay (and Sac) to LA: I am so grateful for all 
of your friendships. I mean, you kept me around even 
though I’ve been MIA. You all push me to become a 
better human every day. Thank you for being the best 
of friends and reminding me of my worth. I love you all.

 “Be willing to sacrifice everything, but compromise 
nothing in your quest to be the best.” – Kobe Bryant

Diane Vasquez

 “All of these lines across my face, 
Tell you the story of who I am 
So many stories of where I’ve been 
And how I got to where I am 
But these stories don’t mean anything 
If you’ve got no one to share them with” 
 
The story of my journey would not be 
Complete without you: 
Jake, Christian, Alexa and Cameron, 
You have my Heart. 
Vasquez-Worley Family and Friends, 
You have my Gratitude. 
My family in Blue,  
You have my Loyalty. 
Fellow Graduates, 
You have my Respect. 
Lincoln Law School, 
You have my money. 
Thank you to each and every one of you for 
Letting me be a part of your story. 
#teamCHARD
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Nicholas Wilcox

 “None of us got where we are solely by pulling ourselves 
up by our bootstraps. We got here because somebody 
– a parent, a teacher, an Ivy League crony or a few 
nuns – bent down and helped us pick up our boots.” 
– Thurgood Marshall

In that same vein I would like to thank first and foremost 
my parents for their vital support all four years of law 
school. Without them I definitely would not have made 
it here to graduation. I would also like to thank my 
brother Zack and my Gram, who have provided me 
with emotional support throughout this journey.

Many thanks to my professors, for the hard work they 
put in to teach all of us the law and especially how 
to think like a lawyer. Especially many thanks to the 
support staff in the office. Anastasia, Xiomara, and 
Melissa, being able to have conversations with you 
before class starts helps me keep my sanity while going 
through law school.

Finally, I would like to thank my church family at Saint 
George’s Episcopal Church in Carmichael. Being a part 
of the church has been a real boon for me during this 
time of my life and I thank all of you for the support and 
prayers that you have given me through this journey.

Anna Zepeda

Robert & Joan Z Scholarship; Lincoln Law School 
Scholarship; Latinx Law Student Association (President, 
Vice-President, Treasurer); Delta Theta Phi (Member) 
2016-2020.

Law School has been one of the most challenging journeys, 
but the most rewarding one. It was full of ever-changing 
emotions and hard work.

Para mis padres: Gracias por todo, por su apoyo 
incondicional, dándome el ejemplo de superación. 
Por todos los sacrificios que a tenido que hacer por el 
bienestar para sus hijas y por siempre sacarnos adelante. 
Por siempre inculcar en nostros la importancía de la 
educación desde chiquitas, porque siempre nos dician 
que nadie nos podría quitar ese titulo. Gracias por todas 
sus oraciones y por hacernos mujeres independiente. 
Gracias por hacer los mejores padres del mundo!

To my sisters: Thank you for being there in some of the 
hardest days and for always supporting my crazy ideas 
and for providing some of the best advice. Thank you 
for being the best older sisters, I could ever ask for and 
for bringing my nieces and nephew into this world who 
always lighten up my day. I love you sisters!

To my DT Family: (Kevin, Reina & Tiffany), thank you for 
your friendship and for being a part of this stressful journey 
with me. For all the tears, laughter’s, our daily talks and 
our late-night studying sessions. This journey would not 
have been the same without all of you.

To all my family, friends and co-workers, thank you for 
always believing me and for always encouraging me 
through this incredible journey, but most of all for being 
patient with my absence during these past four years.

Thank you, Lincoln Law, for providing a valuable education 
and for helping make this little girl’s from a small town 
dreams come true.

 “You gain strength, courage and confidence by every 
experience in which you really stop to look fear in 
the face. You are able to say to yourself, ‘I have lived 
through this horror. I can take the next thing that comes 
along.’ You must do the thing you think you cannot do.” 
– Eleanor Roosevelt

Michelle Wright
 “I thought I couldn’t know whether it was a prosperous 
nation or not, unless I knew who had got the money, 
and whether any of it was mine. But that had 
nothing to do with it. It was not in the figures at all.” 
– Sissy Jupe in Hard Times, by Charles Dickens
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