


On behalf of the Board of Directors, faculty, and administration of Lincoln Law School 
of Sacramento I offer my congratulations to the Class of 2018. You have worked hard, 
accomplished much, and enriched your lives by exploring the opportunities provided by our 
school. The bottom line is that you are now able to think like lawyers.

The Class of 2018 has built a community at Lincoln Law School. Most of you were strangers 
when you started classes but you became friends and respected colleagues. You succeeded 
and failed together. You were intimidated together and you gained confidence together. Your 
classmates are among the most precious gifts law school has given you. Cherish them.

You should also offer special thanks to those who have supported you throughout this endeavor. 
Behind each of you is a story of family and friends who provided you with the opportunity to 
succeed. To your family and friends, I give my personal thanks for your support, sacrifice, and 
encouragement which has been essential to the success of our students. 

Each year when I am called upon to write this piece, I do my best to find some words of 
guidance to guide you on your path after graduation. James Comey, former director of the 
FBI, perhaps said it best: “For me, law school was a time of joy and hope. Joy in learning my 
way around the law – learning how to orbit a problem and to ask myself hard questions and 
to be asked hard questions. Hope that I could be of some use, to be part of the greater good 
– to make the world a little bit better.” Or perhaps listening to what Ben Carson stated will 
provide guidance: “What do lawyers learn in law school? They learn to win. What we have 
got to start thinking about instead of winning is to solve problems.” I suggest that you take Mr. 
Comey’s and Dr. Carson’s words to heart and do your best in whatever ways possible. Great 
challenges provide great opportunities. Rise to the challenge, be ambitious, take charge and 
do something to make the world a better place. 

Lincoln’s dedicated administration and faculty is proud of each and every one of our graduates 
and we are especially proud of the Class of 2018. We confidently anticipate your success on 
the upcoming bar examination and with your careers. 

Sincerely, 
James M. Schiavenza, Dean
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Well, yet another ship has sailed! Another year at Lincoln Law School of 
Sacramento has gone by and the students and their finals are like two ships 
that cross paths in the night. To the class of 2018, CONGRATULATIONS 
and best of luck on the Bar Exam and all of your future endeavors!  Thank 
you for all of your help and support throughout the time that you have been 
with us here at Lincoln. You are all truly an inspiration!

To the 1Ls, 2Ls, and 3Ls, we hope that everyone uses the summer to regroup 
and recharge. Rest and relaxation can be just as pivotal a part of the law 
school marathon as the classes and the studying.  

As a wise philosopher once said:

“But I keep cruising, can’t stop, won’t stop moving,

It’s like I got this music in my mind, sayin’ gonna be alright

‘Cause the players gonna, play, play, play

And the haters gonna hate, hate, hate, hate, hate

Baby, I’m just gonna shake, shake, shake, shake, shake

I shake it off, I shake it off…”

Special thanks to all of the students who helped contribute to the Voir Dire 
this school year. We truly appreciate your interesting and thought-provoking 
articles. We would also like to thank the staff for their input and support,  
as we certainly could not have done all of this without you.

Let’s face it folks; it’s time to get our beach on!  

We will see you soon!

With love, 

Keesha, Dillon, and Tiffany
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DISCUSSION AIMED  
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LETTER FROM  
THE CO-EDITORS

Dillon Fleming | Class of 2019 

The ability to negotiate is undoubtably an important 

skill when practicing law. Whether representing a 

client for a criminal, civil or probate matter, lawyers 

must use their powers of persuasion to advocate for 

their client. While the art of negotiating can take years 

to learn, some students at Lincoln have jump started 

their skill set by joining the Negotiations Team. 

Lincoln Law School students have been competing 

at the California Lawyers Student Environmental 

Negotiations Competition since 2015. The 

competition takes place in March and switches 

between being held at UCLA and Golden Gate 

University. Typically, between 16 and 20 law schools 

send student teams. Each participating team is given a 

copy of the Statement of Facts, the team’s confidential 

negotiating instructions, and the competition rules 

about 6 weeks prior. All materials are based on Federal 

and California environmental laws and statutes. 

At the competition, each team participates in two 

60-minute preliminary rounds based on the information 

packets previously received. After a lunch break, four 

teams advance to the final round. The advancing 

teams receive additional confidential instructions prior 

to the final round. Students are judged by a panel 

of environmental lawyers, judges and professional 

mediators. Scoring criteria include preparation, 

execution of strategy, teamwork, outcome, oral 

presentation, and ethics. 

To prepare for the competition, Lincoln’s Negotiations 

Team worked with faculty advisor Heather Kenny 

and alumni Sarah Baines, for the 8 weeks leading 

up to the competition. Practices consisted of learning 

specific tactics and techniques aimed at increasing a 

client’s result. Prior to receiving the competition packet, 

the team used various other environmental fact  

patterns and situations. 

This year’s competing team consisted of Kristine 

Dobson (3L) and Nathan Hyde (4L). The team 

advanced to the final round, where they were 

scored by current California Supreme Court and 

administrative law judges. The pair placed fourth 

overall, out of over 20 schools. The schools 

that placed ahead of Lincoln are U.C. Berkley, 

U.C. Davis, and Santa Clara. A remarkable 

feat showing their hard work and dedication. 

Congrats! 

The opportunity to participate in the competition 

and be a part of the Negotiations Team is an 

invaluable experience that teaches skills to use in 

law school and beyond. This year’s team would 

encourage all students to consider being a part 

of the experience. Interested students should 

contact Dean Schiavenza. 



LAW
There are laws governing our physical bodies. Just 

look at a well-toned man or woman who spends 

an hour a day in yoga or at the gym or running or 

bicycle riding; they adhere to a law that says the 

more you work at having your body strong and 

healthy the more you will have a strong and healthy 

body. Contrast that with a person who doesn’t do 

any exercise but drinks a six pack of beer every 

night and eats a bag of potato chips. Clearly, the 

two different courses of action dramatically produce 

two different outcomes. Obedience to different 

laws brings different results. There is another law 

that says you cannot do good and feel bad and 

conversely you cannot do bad and feel good. 

Some call this Karma, others, the law of the harvest. 

In reality, the law states “that which you spend your 

time doing determines what you are becoming.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson said, “That which we persist 

in doing becomes easier to do, not that the nature 

of the thing has changed but that our power to 

do has increased.” We see this in the difference 

between a new, uncertain 1L and a confident, 

proficient 4L. The 4L has spent countless more hours 

pursuing the skills of a lawyer than the 1L. And so 

it goes throughout life. A concert pianist is not a 

concert pianist because he woke up one morning 

and decided to play at Carnegie Hall. Nor did an 

Olympic gold medalist wake up one morning and 

decide, “I’m going to swim in the Olympics and 

win 14 gold medals. NO! Those successes were 

preceded by countless hours of mental and physical 

exertion, sacrifice and discipline. They obeyed the 

laws that governed excellence in those fields. Most 

just don’t want to put in the effort. They are content 

with the results that flow from a casual, laissez-faire 

obedience to the laws of success. Mostly, people 

would rather endure the conditions of a poor living 

than endure the difficulties of making a better one. 

It’s easier to sit in front of a television in a low rent 

apartment or a parents basement on a cheap couch 

than do the hard work of going to night school to 

improve your condition. If you doubt me, just think 

about all the things you are willing to do without to 

avoid doing the things you don’t like to do. And what 

are those things you don’t like to do? They are the 

same things that I and most of us don’t like to do –  

get up early – work hard – make and keep 

commitments – confront difficult or uncomfortable 

situations in relationships at home or work. Achieving 

success is accomplished by a small minority of the 

people and is therefore unnatural and cannot be 

achieved by following our natural likes and dislikes. 

Years ago, I heard a talk by a motivational speaker, 

Zig Ziegler. Zig needed to lose weight, and so he 

committed to himself that he would get up every 

morning at 6 a.m. and go running. At first it was 

very painful, but he would tell himself, “you’ve got 

to paaayyy the price.” He told himself that as he 

ran through different places all over the country. 

He started to lose weight, and one morning, while 

he was running on the campus of the University of 

Oregon in the cool fresh morning air, he realized  

he was “enjoying the price” of success. All of a 

sudden, the method he was using to lose the weight 

became a delight. 

Likewise, I suggest to you that if we are diligent in 

disciplining ourselves in the methods of successful 

living, we will realize the methods are the laws that 

are propelling us forward, and it will slowly dawn on 

us as the rising sun slowly spreads its life-giving light 

over a new day, that we enjoy obeying those laws. 

These laws though, are often nebulous. It isn’t often 

clear what we should do to get where we want to be. 

Successful living means many things to many 

people. In conclusion, may I just offer a few 

suggestions to that end? Be true to whatever your 

life’s principles may be. For some, that will be 

a belief in a higher being; for others it will be 

adhering to personal beliefs; regardless, try to 

live them. Be honest in your dealings with yourself 

and your fellow mortals. Love your significant other 

and be true to them. Forgive people and ask for 

forgiveness. Be courteous. If you’re in a grocery line 

with a cart full of groceries and a person comes up 

behind you with two items, let them go ahead. If 

you can see a person is trying to get over into your 

lane on the highway, back off and let them in as 

they may be lost or not sure where they are going. 

Not everyone is out to cut in front of you solely to 

get ahead of you. I am convinced that in the final 

analysis, we will find that these small things we do 

will bring their own reward. And, because these 

things are practiced by so few, you will be viewed 

as an exceptional person and wield influence in 

this great legal profession we have the audicity to 

aspire to. 

By Steven Hume | Class of 2020

Either by choice or force, we find ourselves in a 

deeply profound intellectually evolving process – the 

study of the LAW. This illusive yet concrete discipline 

is more entwined with our existence than we could 

possibly imagine sitting in Contracts, Torts or Real 

Property. The concept of law permeates all existence 

and overarches all we do. We are surrounded by it, 

immersed in it and either ennobled or debased by it. 

There are universal laws, natural laws, human-made 

societal laws and religious laws. We cannot exist 

apart from them. All things are governed by law either 

visible or invisible. We can obey them, disregard 

them, mock them, laugh at them but in reality; we can 

never escape the consequences that naturally proceed 

from obedience or disobedience to law. 

No rational person would ever say that you could 

jump out of the 20th floor of a high-rise office building 

and alight like a feather on the concrete below 

without harm. The law of gravity cannot be ignored 

and escape the consequences that follow. There are 

laws of existence that say virtually all living things 

require water to survive, which if denied, they die. 

There are also, what I would call emotional laws or 

laws of the heart. Try loving someone and have that 

love rejected or violated by unfaithful secretive affairs 

with another. Invariably, there is something inside that 

is hurt, by both the victim and the violator – it’s a law. 

We can say we’re tough, that it doesn’t bother us, 

but that’s just a façade, an outer skin we don to cover 

up and protect our vulnerability. There are laws of 

fairness that are universal. If you think I’m wrong, just 

picture yourself standing in a long line of people at a 

bank at 3:30 on a Friday afternoon. A person walks 

in and happens to slip right in after the person at the 

counter just walks away, cutting in front of all those 

other people. Virtually every single person will have 

a feeling of resentment, unfairness and maybe even 

anger. It’s universal! 0504
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Alabama You may not have an ice-cream cone  
in your back pocket at any time.

Alaska It is considered an offense to push a  
live moose out of a moving airplane.

Arizona Donkeys cannot sleep in bathtubs.

Arkansas School teachers who bob their hair  
will not get a raise.

California Animals are banned from mating 
publicly within 1,500 feet of a tavern, 
school, or place of worship.

Colorado Car dealers may not show cars  
on a Sunday.

Connecticut In order for a pickle to officially be 
considered a pickle, it must bounce.

Delaware State residents of Delaware are barred 
from selling the hair of a dog or cat.

Florida If an elephant is left tied to a parking 
meter, the parking fee has to be paid 
just as it would for a vehicle.

Georgia You cannot live on a boat for more than 
30 days during the calendar year, even 
if just passing through the state.

Hawaii Coins are not allowed to be placed  
in one’s ears.

Idaho You may not fish on a camel’s back.

Illinois Those under 21 years of age can drink 
alcohol legally, but they must be enrolled 
in a culinary program to do so.

Indiana Anyone 14 years of age or older who 
profanely curses, damns or swears 
by the name of God, Jesus Christ or 
the Holy Ghost, shall be fined one to 
three dollars for each offense, with a 
maximum fine of ten dollars per day.

Iowa I Can’t Believe It’s Not A Misdemeanor! 
Any person who attempts to pass off 
margarine, oleo, or oleomargarine 
as real butter is guilty of a simple 
misdemeanor in the state of Iowa, 
punishable by up to 30 days in jail  
and a $625 fine.

By Crystal Huynh-Kim | Class of 2019

The United States has a long and  
interesting history, and most of today’s current 
laws are appropriate to keep the peace. 
However, there are laws in all 50 states that 
are a bit “crazy” in today’s terms for a number 
of reasons. Some laws that may have been 
appropriate 100 years ago and likely have just 
fallen through the cracks. These laws are still on 
the books and seem pretty funny to us now.

Did you know that it is illegal to keep Christmas 
decorations up after January 14th in the state of 
Maine? Laws are representative of the people 
populated in these states. While one may think that 
these laws define common sense, it is definitely a 
head-scratcher to wonder what led to them in the 
first place. Let’s look at the craziest laws that still 
exist in the United States. 

THE  
 UNITED STATES  
OF CRAZY LAWS 

Kansas Pedestrians crossing the highways at 
night must wear tail lights.

Kentucky All public officials and attorneys in 
Kentucky must swear an oath that they 
“have not fought a duel with deadly 
weapons” nor acted as a second in 
another person’s duel.

Louisiana No person shall knowingly, willfully and 
intentionally fish or take any commercial 
crawfish from any crawfish farm, except 
with the consent of the owner thereof.

Kentucky After January 14th, you will be charged 
a fine for having your Christmas 
decorations up.

Maryland It is a violation to be in a public park 
with a sleeveless shirt. $10 fine.

Maine It is illegal to keep Christmas decorations 
up after January 14th.

Massachusetts It is illegal to own an explosive golf ball.

Michigan It is illegal for women to cut their own 
hair without their husband’s permission.

Minnesota A person may not cross state lines with a 
duck atop his or her head.

Mississippi One may be fined up to $100 for using 
profane language in public places.

Missouri It is illegal to drive with an uncaged bear.

Montana Guiding sheep onto a railroad track with 
intent to injure the train is subject to a 
fine up to $50,000 and serving at most 
five years in prison.

Nevada It is illegal to drive a camel on the highway.

Nebraska It is illegal for a mother to give her 
daughter a perm without a state license.

New Jersey It is against the law for a man to knit 
during the fishing season.

New Hampshire As of 1973, it is illegal to carry away or 
collect seaweed at night.

New York In New York City, “It is disorderly 
conduct for one man to greet another on 
the street by placing the end of his thumb 
against the tip of his nose, at the same 
time extending and wiggling the fingers 
of his hand.”

North Carolina In Ashville, it is illegal to sneeze  
on city streets.

North Dakota It is illegal to lie down and fall asleep 
with your shoes on.

Ohio It is illegal to get a fish drunk.

Oklahoma One may not promote a “horse  
tripping event.”

Oregon Drivers may not pump their own gas.

Pennsylvania A person is not eligible to become a 
Governor if he/she has participated  
in a duel.

Rhode Island No one may bite off another’s leg.

South Carolina Every citizen is obliged to carry his  
gun to church.

South Dakota Movies that show police officers being 
struck, beaten, or treated in an offensive 
manner are forbidden.

Tennessee It is legal to gather and consume roadkill.

Texas It is illegal to milk another person’s cow.

Utah Birds have the right of way on all highways.

Vermont It is illegal to deny the existence of God.

Virginia No animal may be hunted for on Sunday 
with the exception of raccoons, which 
may be hunted until 2:00 AM.

Washington No person may walk about in public if he 
or she has the common cold.

West Virginia Whistling underwater is prohibited.

Wisconsin Margarine may not be substituted for 
butter in restaurants unless it is requested 
by the customer.

Wyoming All new buildings that cost over 
$100,000 to build must have 1% of funds 
spent on artwork for the building.

Sources: www.dumblaws.com, ww2.harford.edu, www.huffingtonpost.com. 0706



responsible for pollinating plants, which enables 
such plants to reproduce, allowing us to see, feel, 
and taste the absolute succulence and abundance 
of the nature that we thrive on today. Also, well 
before the harvesting and manufacturing of it, 
bees pollinate cotton crops. This means that those 
comfortable jeans and that hoodie that you wear on 
the weekend began its journey with a multitude of 
bees pollinating the crop from which it arose. We 
all know that the majority of our clothing is made of 
cotton, and I, of course, love my hoodies, too. 

And now for all of you money-folk; “In the United 
States, bee activities across apple orchards, 
pumpkin patches, and alfalfa farms – among a 
variety of others – generate $15 billion a year,” 
according to a study conducted by the World 
Wildlife Fund. Bee pollination for fruits, vegetables, 
and other essential crops is vital for the economy 
when it comes to growing and disbursing our foods.

Why are bees dying?

Let’s discuss some of the reasons behind the 
ultimate death of bees. One reason is…yep, you 
guessed it…insecticides. Insecticides are made to 
kill…well, insects. A commonly used insecticide 
among agriculturists is called, Neonicotinoids. 
Neonicotinoids are neuroactive insecticides that are 
very similar to that of nicotine, which if compared 
to human reactions, essentially means that they are 
very addictive and overly effective. 

Obviously, humans played an enormous part 
in the killing of bees, but it just so happens that 
human error has been met with another bee-killer 
at essentially the exact moment in time. This bee- 
killer is called the Varroa mite. Varroa mites are a 
parasite that attach to a bee, feed on its blood, 
and allow it to fly it directly into the beehive. Once 
the mites enter the hive, they lay and wait for the 
bee’s reproduction process to begin before they 

By Keesha Scott-Hogan | Class of 2020

“To be or not to be,” –Isn’t that the question? Okay, 
I have a different kind of “bee” to discuss if you 
catch my drift! A bee plays such an incredibly 
essential role in our ecosystem and in our everyday 
lives on this planet. Due to human error and climate 
change, bees are now endangered. One may ask 
themselves, how did we let this happen? Who 
would’ve thought this could happen? We are all 
lawyer-wanna-bees (see what I did there…?), so 
let’s look at all sides of this issue, shall we?

What is a bee? 

Everyone most likely knows EXACTLY what a bee  
is and what it looks like. Yes, a bee is an insect. 
It’s a flying insect that can produce honey and 
beeswax, although it does so much more than  
that. The truth of the matter is, there are over 
20,000 species of bees that take the shape or  
form of one similar-looking flying insect or another. 
The one thing they all have in common is their 
ability to pollinate vast areas of plants and crops 
throughout the globe. Every habitat contains  
a few to several types of bees.

Why do we need bees anyway? 

According to the NRDC (Natural Resources Defense 
Council), “one out of every three mouthfuls of food 
in the American diet is, in some way, a product of 
honeybee pollination—from fruit to nuts to coffee 
beans. And because bees are dying at a rapid 
rate (42 percent of bee colonies collapsed in the 
United States alone in 2015), our food supply is at 
serious risk.” Also, according to the United Nation’s 
Food and Agriculture Organization, “90% of the 
world’s food supply comes from about 100 crop 
species, and 71 of those crops (especially fruits and 
vegetables) rely on bees for pollination.” 

What about other life forms on this planet that thrive 
on the pollination that bees provide? Bees are 

reproduce themselves and attack the entire colony, 
essentially wiping it out for good.  If a bee does 
survive this attack, they’re left with the diseases and 
viruses that were transferred to them from the mite 
itself and can then infest a new hive.

What would happen if bees were  

to go extinct? 

Well, first thing’s first. Money. Farmers would lose 
A LOT of it. If there are no more bees in the world 
pollinating items such as cherries, apples, almonds, 
nuts, etc., the decline of such foods would happen 
in the blink of an eye and farmers would be the 
first to feel it.  But before the crops would entirely 
disappear, what is left of them would cost 500 to 
1000 times more to purchase for eating; essentially 
giving over to the human’s unscrupulous need for 
that supply and demand lifestyle.

Humans would have to go without the foods that 
we know and have grown to love. Our diets would 
consist of only grains. It would be very bland, and 
it wouldn’t sustain us forever. We and the other 
animals on this planet would most likely run out of 
food very quickly. Move over bees, the humans 
are coming in to take over at the TOP of the 
Endangered Species List. And what about cotton? 
I don’t know about any of you, but I do not want to 
give up my hoodies and sweatshirts. I’d have to do 
that and much more if bees ceased to pollinate cotton 
crops. And, I’d rather be naked than wear polyester 
instead. Let’s leave the days of wearing polyester 
where they belong; back in the Seventies. 

A vast amount of the plants on Earth rely so heavily 
on bees’ pollination in order to reproduce, and they 
simply could not do so without it. Eventually, most 

plants would not grow at all and we would most 
likely be left with a desolate, desert-like habitat 
and surrounding environment. Also, who here 
likes tequila? (If only tequila liked us back, am 
I right?). The agave plant that is used to make 
tequila would essentially cease to exist without 
bee pollination. Let’s not let that happen.

What can we do about it? 

It may look like it’s the beginning of the end, but 
there may be some light at the end of the tunnel. 
Scientists around the globe are formulating 
plans to help increase the bee population as we 
speak. In the meantime, there are a few ways 
in which we can lend a hand; plant bee-friendly 
flowers in your yard that bloom together, don’t 
use chemicals or pesticides, buy local raw honey 
(we don’t want harmful pesticides in our bodies 
either!), put a small basin of water outside for 
the bees to drink while on their quest to save the 
world, and let the government know what you 
think and push for policy changes that will help 
the bee population (and ours) thrive.

My thoughts?

Although I’ve only scratched the surface of the 
issues presented here, let’s face it; without bees, 
life on this planet as we know it, would come to 
an abrupt and painful end. And, I don’t know 
about you, but I know that I CANNOT give up 
coffee if I’m going to graduate from law school 
two years from now. How would I survive these 
lectures without coffee? 

Bring on the bees, please.

MAKE IT  
 OUR BEESWAX

08 09Sources: NRDC, UN Food/Agriculture Organization, World Wildlife Fund 
Organization, Queen of the Sun, Great Pollinated Project Organization.
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This year’s fact pattern involved a fictional 
petitioner Yusuf Badr, who was seeking asylum 
in the United States based on his claim of being 
persecuted on a protected ground. Lincoln was 
assigned to write their brief as petitioner’s counsel. 
Moot Court is not all pomp and circumstance. 
There is a lot of work to be put in behind the 
scenes before the “big day” advocating at the 
oral competition. We spent more than 70 to 80 
hours learning the record, researching case law 
and writing the brief. We received the fact pattern 
almost two weeks later than the other teams due to 
an unknown error, but we managed to complete 
and submit the brief on time. It is important to note 
that no one is allowed to assist in the drafting of 
the brief in any way. The team must complete the 
brief on their own. Once the brief is submitted, 
which is one month before the oral advocacy 
part of the competition, the team can receive help 
preparing their oral arguments.

What is unique about this competition is although 
teams are assigned one particular side to write 
their brief on, at the competition, all teams must 
argue both sides. During oral advocacy, each 
team is given 30 minutes to argue their side. Each 
teammate must argue a minimum of 13 minutes each 
round. When arguing as petitioner’s counsel, the 
team’s argument includes time reserved for rebuttal. 
This year, time was divided by 13 minutes per 
teammate, with four minutes reserved for rebuttal. As 
respondent’s counsel, time was divided equally by 
15 minutes per teammate. During oral argument, the 
panel of judges ask the advocate questions about 
their arguments and about the law. The teams do 
not know what style the bench will have. The bench 
could be “on fire” and asks dozens of questions 
during oral argument, as was our experience in our 
first round. In the alternative, the bench could barely 
ask any questions at all, as was our experience this 
year in our second round. You never know how long 
15 minutes really is until you only have just enough 
material to speak for 12 minutes. 

The Asylum and Refugee Moot Court experience 
is truly second to none. It provides students an 
opportunity to enhance their written and oral 
advocacy skills, while learning asylum and refugee 
law. There are but a few opportunities in law 
school allowing for “real life” advocacy situations 
and this competition is certainly one of them. But 
don’t just take our word for it, track down Professor 
Colombo and decide for yourself. 

We would like to extend our appreciation to 
Professor Colombo, Ali Kubochi, Ellen Fawl and 
Breanne Lard for giving of their time and sharing 
their talents to help us prepare.

By Dillon Fleming | Class of 2019  
and Diane Gee | Class of 2019

For the last 11 years, law students from throughout 
the United States come to UC Davis King Hall 
School of Law to compete in the two-day Asylum 
and Refugee Law Competition. This competition is 
unique, as it is the only competition in the nation 
devoted exclusively to the topic of asylum and 
refugee law. It is also the only immigration law  
moot court competition on the West Coast. 

This competition provides law students from 
across the country an opportunity to participate 
in a hypothetical appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court. Competitors write a brief as either 
respondent or petitioner on an issue related to 
asylum and refugee law. Shortly after submitting 
their briefs, students participate in oral arguments. 
Student briefs and oral arguments are judged by 
prominent judges, attorneys and scholars who 
specialize in the areas of immigration law or 
appellate advocacy. Law school affiliations of all 
competitors are unknown until the conclusion of the 
first day of competition. The Asylum and Refugee 
Law Competition typically draws between 25 and 
35 law schools, with this year bringing in 26.

Lincoln’s team this year consisted of Dillon Fleming 
and Diane Gee, both 3L students. Our faculty 
advisor, who has also been the advisor since 
Lincoln’s first involvement in the competition eight 
years ago, is Professor Harry Colombo. For those 
of you unfamiliar with Professor Colombo, he 
can usually be found in the basement classroom, 
sporting a wool plaid sport jacket and red power 
tie, talking about how to properly cite cases and the 
importance of spell check. 

By Tiffany Mathews | Class of 2020 

 “California, we have a problem,” said U.S. Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions during a California Peace 
Officers’ Association event in Sacramento on March 
7, 2018. Sessions was referring to recent efforts 
by California officials to protect undocumented 
immigrants from federal deportation efforts. Sessions 
warned that the Trump administration would fight 
those who stood in their way. 

The California legislature passed several laws 
that aim to protect undocumented individuals. 
One of which is the “Sanctuary State” measure, 
authored by Former Senate President Pro Tem Kevin 
de Leon. This bill prevents state and local law 
enforcement agencies from using state resources to 
provide information to federal authorities regarding 
undocumented immigrants who are in their 
custody. Supporters of this policy want to reduce 
the current climate of fear that is encompassing 
undocumented immigrants and their families. The 
Trump administration has filed a lawsuit challenging 
this law and others, alleging that these laws are 
preempted by federal law. The administration will 
have to prove there are particular federal laws or 
policies that conflict with these state laws. 

Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf recently warned the 
public of an impending Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) raid in the Bay Area via Twitter. 
Schaff referred those who may be affected by a  
raid to Centro Legal de la Raza, an organization 
that offers legal aid to immigrant and Latino 
communities. Schaff said the city’s “law-abiding 
immigrants and families … deserve to live free from 
the constant threat of arrest and deportation,” and 
she considered it her “duty and moral obligation as 
Mayor to give those families fair warning when that 
threat appears imminent.”

President Trump called Mayor Schaaf’s warning 
a disgrace and said they had 1,000 people 
ready to be taken off the streets and that 85% 
were criminals. The ICE raid ended up with 232 
suspected undocumented immigrants. Subsequent 
to the raid, the San Francisco spokesman for ICE 
resigned over what he described as “false” and 
“misleading” statements made by top-ranking 
officials, including Sessions and ICE Acting 
Director Thomas Homan.

President Trump has infamously insisted that 
Mexico is sending harmful people over the border. 
He is wrong. A March 2017 study by the Cato 
Institute stated that “all immigrants are less likely 
to be incarcerated than natives relative to their 
shares of the population” and that “even illegal 
immigrants are less likely to be incarcerated 
than native-born Americans.” According to the 
Washington Post, overall crime rates decline in 
areas where immigrants settle. 

ICE raids are tearing apart families and 
communities. ICE agents are arriving at the homes 
of families and detaining individuals in front of 
their children. Parents are warning their children 
that they could be left alone.

Immigrant rights are human rights and several 
Sacramento community groups have come together 
to offer help, including the Sacramento Area 
Congregations Together (ACT) and the Sacramento 
Immigration Coalition. They launched a 24-hour 
legal observer hotline to offer legal advice and 
support for undocumented immigrants at risk of 
being deported. “The priority is to insure that 
families know their rights to remain silent and be 
represented,” said ACT organizer Gabby Trejo. 

The 24 hour hotline number is (916) 245-6773.
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4. Maximize Quality Time

Whether it’s spending time with the kiddos or with 
your nose in the books, maximize quality time on 
each activity. I have tried to read law school books 
at youth soccer games. It doesn’t work. You don’t 
absorb as much information as you would have 
liked and you might not be giving the attention your 
child or spouse or child deserves.

5. Communicate

Communicate clearly with your family and support 
system about what is going on in school, upcoming 
exams, study groups, and in life in general. The 
point is to have everyone understand what may 
be stressing you out or why you may have to 
spend extra time at school. Many of the tips in 
this article are built on a foundation of effective 
communication. Do not just talk at your family,  
but take the time to listen to their thoughts and 
concerns so you can adjust your parent-student 
balance adequately.

6. Take Inventory

At the end of every semester or school year, make 
sure to take inventory of the schedule, support 
system, and communications. This means asking 
your family, your support system, and even yourself, 
“how is everything going?” An inventory should be 
a big picture view of your parent-student success 
and to help identify if something isn’t working. 
Once you identify a problem, don’t be afraid to 
make a change to address any hiccups.

1. Plan Ahead

The parent-teacher conference, karate classes, 
soccer games, and birthday parties now have to 
compete with law school classes, study sessions, 
reading schedules, and exam preparation. Do 
your best to plan ahead to make life predictable. 
Planning ahead will allow you to say yes or no 
to commitments way ahead of time, rather than 
being forced to make last-minute decisions. Try 
putting family commitments and school events on a 
calendar that your family can access so everyone is 
on the same page about upcoming events. 

2. Budget Your Time

There are only 24 hours in the day. Adequately 
budgeting your time goes hand-in-hand with 
planning ahead (see previous tip). Use realistic time 
frames when planning your weeks and months. This 
will mean weighing opportunity costs which will 
mean you may have to spend time on one activity 
at the expense of another. Pro-Tip: schedule breaks 
and time for relaxation or you might burn out!

3. Build and Maintain a Support

“It takes a village to raise a child.” This is even 
more true when you are a parent and a law 
student. Whether it’s extended family, church 
community, or close friends, have a support system 
to turn to when things get tough and to help 
shoulder the load. Also, find time to make your 
support system feel appreciated.

By Phillip Ung | Class of 2019 

Being a parent is difficult. Being a law student 
is not a walk in the park either. So, when a 
parent decides to go to law school or when a 
student decides to start a family, there are unique 
challenges that only a few of your peers can 
understand. Here are some tips on how to survive 
law school and parenthood.

7. Stop Comparing

Students come to Lincoln Law School from many 
different backgrounds and various personal 
circumstances. Don’t compare your law school 
performance or experience to other students 
because your circumstances are unique from most 
other students. Define your own success. 

8. Law School is Temporary

Law school will eventually come to an end. You 
do not have to suffer under the enormous stress 
of being a parent-student for the rest of your life. 
There are times when challenges arise and the 
stress may feel like it will go on forever. It will not. 
Remember this during the tough times.

9. Eyes on the Prize

We all need motivation. That may be a better life 
for your family, money, reputation, public service, 
or pursuit of justice. Be sure you know the answer 
to “Why am I in law school?” or “What motivates 
me?” Once you know the answer, constantly 
remind yourself throughout law school to stay 
motivated and on track, especially during those 
late night study sessions. 

 

Every parent-student will have to address 
challenges unique to their life circumstances. 
These tips may not work for everyone or you may 
need to adapt them to fit in to your particular 
lifestyle. Bottom line, have confidence that you are 
not alone in this challenge and many before you 
have succeeded. Good luck!
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“I was working as a claims-adjuster and felt like there 
was more that I could do with my career. I wanted 
to help people who had life-changing accidents, so I 
thought law school seemed like a good fit. I remember 
thinking, ‘I don’t know if I can do this so I’ll take it one 
year at a time,’ and then it was suddenly fourth-year.”

What was your favorite class at  
Lincoln and why?

“Real Property was one of my favorites. Evidence was 
the best class, though because I could see all that I 
learned coming together in a practical way.”

What area of law do you practice now 
and how did you get into that field?

“I practice personal injury law. My first job after 
passing the bar was representing hospitals and medical 
professionals in civil cases and before the Medical 
Board. It was exciting and interesting because I had 
to learn the medicine to understand how to defend 
my client. It was like mini medical school with each 
new case. I really wanted to get trial experience, and 
that takes anywhere from 10-15 years for a medical 
malpractice defense lawyer. I made the decision to 
change my direction to be on a faster track to trial. It 
worked, and I love what I do. I love the challenge and 
knowing that I am making an enormous difference to 
people who have suffered true loss.” 

What parts of your job do you find 
most challenging?

“Discovery. It’s tedious and every word you write 
matters. Managing clients’ expectations isn’t easy 
either, but the earlier you can set them, the better they 
respond. Cases take a long time to resolve if there are 
substantial injuries. Clients need to know they are in 
good hands and they can trust you.”

Tell us about a project or 
accomplishment that you consider 
to be the most significant in your  
law career.

“I worked for two years on a case against Child 
Protective Services and the County of Sacramento. 
Our client had suffered seven years of horrific abuse, 
neglect, and torture. Numerous complaints were made 
to CPS, but they violated their mandatory duties and 
left this young child in a situation where he was almost 
murdered. After opposing and defeating a monstrous 
motion for summary judgement, our client received some 
measure of justice. Nothing can make right what CPS 
did in failing to protect him, but he is a true survivor. I am 
honored to have helped this young man who still has an 
optimistic outlook on what he will do in the future. 
 
I also tried my first wrongful death case this year. 
It was a fantastic experience and a reminder that 
something completely unexpected will always happen 
during trial, so you have to be ready to roll with it.”

What three things do you think law 
students need to be successful in your 
type of work?

“First, for my practice, you definitely need to spend 
time developing your voir dire style. Refine your 
delivery style so you can bring a jury along with 
you rather than trying to force your theory of the 
case down their throats. Next, study your opponent. 
Read their voir dire, opening statements, and closing 
statements. Know their tricks and style so you can 
combat them before they have any idea who you are 
and what your style is. (Unless I’m your opponent, 
then mind your own business). Finally, preparation 
cannot be underestimated. If you’re not prepared or 
your client and witnesses are not prepared, even an 
incredible delivery cannot save your case.” 

If Hollywood made a movie  
about your life, who would  
you like to see play the lead  
role as you and why?

“The horse that played Seabiscuit. He was a 
good runner but liked to sleep a lot. He also  
did not like to lose and took it personally  
when he did.”

Tell us about your recent  
traveling experience.

“My family went to Soliman Bay in Mexico 
with two other families for ten days. There is 
nothing like snorkeling with your seven year-old 
and watching him see a turtle and stingrays for 
the first time. Visiting the Mayan ruins certainly 
makes your life seem like a grain of sand on the 
beach. Oh, and margaritas, they serve lots of 
margaritas.”

You are hosting a dinner party 
and must invite 3 famous people. 
Who would you choose and why?

“First, John Adams. His focus on liberty is 
something I admire. I wish he was here to 
convince people not to trade liberty for security. 
Second, would have to be Louis Zamperini. If 
you’ve never read Unbroken, put down your 
Contracts book and read it. Most of us have 
never known real suffering and triumph. Mr. 
Zamperini knew it over and over again. Finally, 
Sam Hunt because we would need music.”

Any advice for current  
Lincoln students?

“Four years is going to go by whether you are in 
law school or not. No matter how long it seems 
or how hard it gets, these four years are going 
to set you on a path to make a real difference 
in someone’s life. Not many people can say that 
about what they do for a living.”

LIFE AFTER  
LINCOLN:  
ALUMNI  
SPOTLIGHT

JACQUELINE 
SIEMENS

By Dillon Fleming | Class of 2019 

Lincoln Law School is fortunate and 
honored by many notable alumni. 
Graduates of Lincoln include Sacramento 
County Superior Court judges, Deputy 
District Attorneys, and even the Sheriff of 
Sacramento County. Many of our alumni 
have received professional distinctions 
and accolades for the work they do. 
This spotlight gives some insight from the 
talented and equally hilarious, Jacqueline 
Siemens, Class of 2007. She shared 
some of her favorite experiences during 
law school, and explained what types of 
opportunities might await future grads on 
the other side of the bar. 15
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Amandeep Bains
The past 4 years have been quite the journey! I would like to thank my friends and family for helping 
me get through law school. You guys have been my rock and I couldn’t have done it without all of your 
love, support and encouragement. Thanks for all the “good luck you’re going to kill it” text messages, 
listening to all the complaining, putting up with me at my worst, celebrating the end of each exam and 
being there to push me when I needed it most.                                                                      

To Ariel, thank you for keeping me sane!! The last 4 years have been bearable because of you. You 
were the one person who actually understood what I was going thru because we were in it together.  
I wish you the best always! To the Class of 2018 thanks for all the memories and good luck on the Bar!

“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams” -Eleanor Roosevelt

Eva Baltazar
“Three things cannot be long hidden: the sun, the moon, and the truth.” - Buddha

Rosie Bains
Perfect Attendance, Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarships and Lincoln Law School Scholarships 
2014-2018, Delta Theta Phi-Earl Warren Senate Class Representative 2014-2015, Voir Dire Staff 
Writer 2014-2015, Asian Pacific American Law Student Association: Secretary 2014-2015, 
Community Outreach Chair 2015-2016, North American South Asian Law Student Association 
Secretary 2015-2016, Sacramento Superior Court Mentorship Program 2017-2018. 

This degree is dedicated to my loving Parents for all of their sacrifices and hard work. Thank you 
for taking care of me so that I could go to school and work. This degree is just as much yours as it 
is mine. To my cutie Beba and hardworking Papa Ji, I am so grateful and honored to have you, my 
grandparents, witness this accomplishment. To my forever best friend and fiancé Paramprit Bindra, 
I could have never achieved this degree without you by my side. Together we’ve accomplished 
all of our dreams and goals. To my sister Gurpinder and brother in law Kamal, thanks for your 
patience and for allowing me to be a spoiled baby as I went through this journey. Thank you to my 
In Laws for the daily encouragement and my little brother Gagan for the laughs. Thanks to my entire 
Canadian and Elk Grove families for motivating and supporting me; I hope all of my cousins pursue 
their dreams. To my Fresno families, thanks for the unconditional love since day one. Thanks bestie 
Harmeen for understanding my crazy schedule and believing in me since high school. This degree 
has been for all of you. I love you all tremendously and couldn’t have done this without you! I am 
profoundly grateful to my many mentors: Judge Danette Brown, Ali Kubochi, Judge Fiorini, Dean 
Schiavenza and Jessica Cheong. Thanks for your knowledge Professor Wright; it’s been a pleasure 
learning from you and everyone at the firm. To all of my friends since Pre-Law, we are finally done!!

A MESSAGE 
FROM YOUR 
VALEDICTORIAN

Heather Temple’ | Class of 2018 

“It always seems impossible, until it’s done”- Nelson Mandela

From deciding to take the LSAT to preparing for graduation, this phrase seems to 
nicely sum up the feelings experienced in the law school process. Never in my 
wildest dreams would I have ever thought I would be graduating from law school, 
let alone be the Valedictorian. Each step of the way has felt like it was an impossible 
accomplishment, but nevertheless I knew I would regret it if I didn’t try. 

First, once I decided to attend law school, I had to complete the LSAT; the grueling test that 
supposedly decides your fate of whether or not you are capable of attending law school. 

After studying for months, the day finally came, and I took the test. I felt confident 
in my performance until I received my score - 142. That number will forever be 
ingrained into my brain. I was devastated. Law school seemed unreachable and yes, 
impossible, at that point. Nonetheless, I didn’t give up and applied for law school. I 
was determined to prove that my test score was a glitch and in no way reflected my 
ability to succeed in law school. Thankfully, Dean Schiavenza saw something more 
than a test score when he met with me, and I became a student at Lincoln Law School. 

The first day of orientation, we heard the infamous “look to your right, and look to 
your left” speech, making graduation seem again impossible despite being admitted 
to attend. I realized that nothing was promised in law school. Even those who are 
admitted don’t always succeed, and obtaining that degree had to be earned. 

The next four years, I worked harder than I have ever worked before. Each year 
seemed to be its own impossible challenge. First year, I was just struggling to 
pass each class so I could advance to second-year. Second-year, I was trying to 
decipher how to write my own outlines in order to understand the law. Third-year, I 
had conceptually difficult classes that I had to really take the time to wrap my head 
around. By Fourth-year, I had the analytical and writing skills, as well as the outlining 
skills down in order to succeed. However, I still was not in the clear. I had to juggle 
fast-paced classes and the burnout feeling that catches up with you after four years 
of law school. Each year, we have had to put aside our social lives and sanity to 
focus on school. Each year, we got closer to achieving our goal, but each year also 
became harder to complete. 

Now that law school is done, it doesn’t seem impossible anymore. We have achieved 
this amazing accomplishment. I am so proud of this class for being ready to extend a 
helping hand to each other and get everyone through these arduous four years. 

Let this be a reminder, that no matter how defeated you feel in this process, no matter 
how much doubt you have, and no matter what people say, do NOT give up. Had I 
given up back when I received that extremely low LSAT score, I wouldn’t be the person I 
am today, and wouldn’t have had the opportunity to have this wonderful education that I 
now can say I have. I can say I have achieved what I thought was impossible. 

Thank you Lincoln Law School for an amazing four years! 



Damien Fertitta
108,060 freeway miles driven, 4,582 gallons of gas, 1,662 hours in the car, one awesome 
family, and yes ZERO speeding tickets!!! (Thank you radar detector) To my two boys, Duke and 
Ryno, you have inspired me to become better than the previous day. Knowing that you both will 
attain your Associated Degrees before you graduate High School has propelled me up and over the 
mountain more than once. To my princess of 20+ years, it goes without saying that without the love, 
support, and sacrifices that you have personally endured, this day would have never materialized. 
Your happiness, inspirational words, and resolve on powering through the last four years is beyond 
what any husband would expect. I am truly the luckiest man in the world. 1234! LAW DOC

Thao Duong
Not too many people will feel this way about law school but I LOVE LAW SCHOOL! Now that it’s 
coming to an end, it’s a bittersweet feeling.                                                                   

This journey would not have been possible without the love, support, and encouragement from 
the dean, my mentors, my husband, family and friends. Thank you to everyone, see supra, that 
has made this journey memorable, put up with my meltdowns during exam times, and the constant 
belief in me in times when I doubted myself. I would not have made it this far had it not been for 
you, see supra. Lincoln Law School will always hold a special place in my heart for all the lessons 
that it has taught me, and the great friends that I have met. 

Che Fernandez
First and foremost, I would like to thank my law school roommate, Marissa, for all your support 
and believing that I can actually finish law school. Now that law school is nearing its end, we can 
discontinue our law school roommate relationship and resume our pre-law school life; as husband 
and wife (#NoLife #MyLifeBack). With all seriousness, thank you for all your support, patience, and 
sacrifice; I would not have been able to get through it without your understanding and full support.

A great German philosopher once said, “There are big ships and there are small ships but the 
best ship is friendship.” (David Hasselhoff) So, thank you to all the friends I’ve made at Lincoln Law 
School and sharing this painful and torturous experience with me.

Good luck Class of 2018!

P.S. Rigby is the best dog ever!

George Chryssafis
Dear Mr. Schiavenza, So you’re telling me there’s a chance!!!???
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Bryan Boughton
If life shuts a door. Open it again. It’s a door. That’s how they work.

Theon A. Bourdaniotis
It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how the strong man stumbles, 
or where the doer of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to the 
man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat and blood; 
who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again, because there is no 
effort without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive to do the deeds; who 
knows great enthusiasms, the great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause; 
who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high achievement, and who at the 
worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with 
those cold and timid souls who neither know victory nor defeat.                                                        
~ Theodore Roosevelt, The Man In The Arena.

Karina Bustos
Mom and Dad, thank you for sacrificing so much so that I could have a better life and 
education. You were always there for me to offer words of encouragement and push me 
forward when I needed it. I owe everything to you both and I am eternally grateful for all 
your support you have given me over this past four years. I would not have been able to 
get through this journey without your love, encouragement and support.

Rosi, thank you for always been there for me when I needed to talk to someone whether 
it was to vent or hear some words of encouragement. Also thank you for knowing when I 
exactly needed a study break. Most importantly thank you for always believing in me.  
I am lucky to have you in my life you have given me the strength and confidence to go  
for my dreams. Jax, thank you for putting a smile on my face when I needed one especially 
during finals. Love you so much! Francisco Jr. and Sean: All of you have contributed to 
my success and I am truly grateful to have you both in my life. Lastly, thank you to all the 
professors and staff here at Lincoln for guiding us through this past four years. To the Class 
of 2018, Congratulations!

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 
masters.” - Colossians 3:23 (NIV)

Julien Chavez
A very special thank you to my family, my friends, my classmates, and my Class of 
2017 mentors for all of their help and support through this very difficult and rewarding 
journey. And of course Dean Schiavenza - thank you for believing in me and helping me 
get to the finish line. 

“It’s just free real estate” – Teddy

“BAAACDDFERPPP”- BB

“K” –Big D

Miranda Flickinger
2014-2018 Delta Theta Phi; 2016-2017 Student Bar Association Treasurer

Man, that went by fast! I am honored to be a part of the graduating class of 2018, and I can’t 
imagine doing this anywhere else with any other group of crazies! The perseverance, camaraderie, 
comic-relief, kindness (most of the time), and wealth of knowledge that oozes from this class has 
been an inspiration and beyond anything I could have imagined. 

To my family and friends, thank you from the bottom of my heart for your endless encouragement. 
Although, I truly owe a special thanks to those closest to home. To Scott, Gabe, and my Mom: 
Thank you for your support and motivation when I thought I’d lost my mind; for your patience, 
understanding, and tolerance at exam time; for managing the small stuff so I can focus on the  
big stuff; for your sacrifices so I can pursue my dreams; and for your unconditional love always. 



Alex Grotewohl
Law school has been an incredible journey, with the lowest valleys and the highest peaks of my life 
so far. Thank you to my wife Emily, who I love very much and who I may have never met if not for 
Lincoln. Thank you to my sister Vicki, all my friends who have helped me along the way, and Dean 
Schiavenza. Love you, mom and dad.

Adam Hahn
Thank you to my wonderful children, Kole & Emma, for their patience and support during this journey. 

Thank you to the most authentic human I have ever met, my wife Pamela. 

I could not have made it through a single day without each one of you supporting me.For my kids: 

Years from now when you are grown and look back on this time, please remember, Ayn Rand’s words: 

“We are born into this world unarmed – our mind is our only weapon.”

Brittany Hernandez
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, If you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever 
you do you have to keep moving forward.” - Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Shalinee Hunter
‘Half the battle is showing up’…. I am so grateful for my legal education! Both the process and the 
substantive material has made me stretch personally and professionally, in ways I never knew were 
possible. I am grateful to all my supporters but my wife earned this degree by walking the journey right 
beside me (and many times leading the way)! She has been my strength, my joy, my love and my support 
in all ways. Dr. Rita Cameron Wedding, this is your J.D.

Tyffanie Hunter Wedding, you are my girl; you will carry forward the family perseverance by obtaining 
your own J.D. and wielding your excellence with precision in any sphere of your choosing; and of course, 
Keyan Hunter Wedding, you will travel your path paved with bricks of love and dedication.

Nathan Hyde
“If the State converts a right (liberty) into a privilege, the citizen can ignore the license and 
fee and engage in the right (liberty) with impunity.” (Shuttlesworth v. City of Birmingham, 
Alabama, 373 U.S. 262)

Deanna Ivers
Thank you to my amazing husband and children. I could never have done it without your support.

“Don’t be scared, be prepared.”

John Junker
Without a doubt, I do not hesitate to give kudos and thanks to our incredible dean and supporting 
staff at Lincoln Law School. The experience has been gratifying, thrilling, and terrifying, but the 
academic professionalism and the open-door, personal interactions with instructors and staff 
has made my tenure manageable and at times, even fun. Over the last four years, I have also 
made some lifetime friends who have lived in the trenches with me as we fought and endured 
sleeplessness, slogged through brain-numbing volumes of law outlines, and consumed mass amounts 
of coffee; I look forward to seeing their greatness blossom as they push forward in their legal 
careers. But, more than anyone else, I thank my beautiful wife, my children and my family, for  
only through their strength, support, love and patience was I able to survive the last four years.

Christian Gutierrez
Courage: “The ability to do something that frightens one.”

First, I couldn’t have done this without my faith in God. For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
LORD, plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.. Jeremiah 29:11 
Babe thank you for your love and support throughout this journey. As difficult as it has been, you have been 
there for me every step of the way. Finding someone that believes in you, encourages you and helps you 
through this journey can be difficult, but you have done that and so much more and for that I thank you.

Mama gracias por su apoyo incondicional. Su amor y sus oraciones me acompañaron durante estos 4 
años. Gracias por siempre estar al cuidado de mi. Siempre llevara un lugar muy especial en mi corazon. 
Papa gracias porque en momentos de frustracion usted siempre me recordo que es una bendicion el 
poder estudiar y que paso a paso se llega a la meta. Sus palabras de motivacion me dieron aliento.

Mike, thank you for reminding me that 4 years would pass by no matter what and it was up to me to 
change my future forever. Mike & Dennis thank you for your support and contribution to my education. 
Forever grateful. To my law school buddies, thank you for making this journey bearable and always 
being there for me to either calm me down during the freak out sessions or to join me. To my sisters a 
nd brother, thank you for encouraging me and reminding me that I could do this. To everyone else who 
motivated me and cheered for me these last 4 years, Thank you.
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Eric Goodman
To my best friend and wife, who are one and the same, thank you for your tireless and unwavering 
support. You are my silver lining when all I can see are clouds. To my sons Mason and Sonny, who 
sacrificed the time with their dad so he could pursue his dream, know that you can have anything 
you’re willing to work for in this world, and your father is living proof.

Cinthia Gibson
“True success—financial, personal, and professional—lies above all in loving your family, working 
hard, and living your passion.” - Gary Vaynerchuk



Sharn Kaur
First and Foremost, I would like to thank my parents, Jinderjit and Dalvir Gill, for giving me a life where 
I was able to chase every dream I have ever had and for continuing to support me in my journey 
through Law School. There is nothing in this world I want more than to make them proud. Thank you, 
Mom and Dad. I love you both dearly. 

Secondly, I would like to thank Mandeep, Lucky, Kulvir and Jesse for always being there, looking out for 
me and encouraging me at every turn. You guys are my best friends and my greatest sources for strength. 
When I have fallen, you guys have always helped me get up and dust myself off to try again.

Thirdly, I would like to extend thanks to my dear friends, Amoni and Sanj who have always been 
my biggest fans. I truly appreciate your love, friendship and support. I know that my graduation day 
means as much to all of you as it does for me. Thank you all for being with me every step of the way. 

Finally, I would like to thank the Dean, Faculty and Staff of Lincoln Law School for all they have done 
for the class of 2018. 

Congratulations to my fellow graduating classmates, I know the hard work and commitment it took to 
get here was grueling at times and yet despite our individual hardships, every one of us made it through 
Now let’s take that same hard work and commitment and pass that bar! Good luck to you all.

Chou Khang
I just want to thank all of my families who have supported me throughout this long and painful 
journey. It took some time, but I finally did it! I’m done…for now. Tshuav tsis ntev lawm xwb.

I’d also like to thank the friends I’ve made at Lincoln for helping me get to where I am today.  
It wouldn’t have been possible without your moral support, mentorship, early-morning/late-night 
meetups, emails, and texts.

Theodore Knapp
I am only here because of the tireless sacrifice by my parents; go without in order to ensure  
that I have a better future. 

I am only here because I have a brother who is a better man than I am; who supported me  
when he deserved to be selfish.                                                                   

I am only here because of my wife’s unconditional love and support; which inspired me  
to trust God’s plan for me. 

“A champion owes everybody something. He can never pay back for all the help he got.” - Jack Dempsey 

Kamara Larry
Black Law Student Association: President [2017], Secretary [2016], Delta Theta Phi Law Fraternity: Member, 
Asian Pacific American Law Student Association: Member, Women’s Justice Society: Member, Voir Dire: 
Contributing Author [Fall 2017 Edition]

Everyone has the power for greatness, not for fame but greatness, because greatness is determined by service.  
- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I am so grateful to those who provided so much love and support during this journey. I would like to give honor 
to God, “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the 
crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” - James 1:12 New International Version. For it is 
because of you, that I have received more blessings and grace than I could ever imagine.

Mom, you have shown me a life of courage, hard work, and integrity that I continue to strive for. Thank you for 
being there for my pre-exam breakdowns, listening to me talk endlessly about my classes, supporting me, and 
believing in me when I didn’t believe in myself. You have given me the strength to persevere and I wouldn’t have 
made it through without you. To my family and friends, thank you for the encouragement, motivation, and good 
laughs along the way. I am so appreciative of your love. To the faculty and staff at Lincoln, thank you for the 
support and guidance you have given us along this journey. I am so grateful for your dedication and commitment 
to helping us thrive.

To the class of 2018, Congratulations!!! Thank you for the memories, friendships, and generosity of support.  
I wish all of you the utmost success and happiness in your new journey. Now go out and show your greatness!

Krista Lister
To my amazing husband, Bobby III, thank you for your sacrifice, unwavering support and unconditional 
love throughout my journey in law school and life. You are the foundation upon which all of my 
achievements rest. “You the real MVP.” I love you!

To my beautiful boy, Bobby IV, your presence in our lives has made this achievement that much 
sweeter. You are our greatest adventure! Mama loves you!

Faculty Achievement Awards in Legal Skills, Torts, Professional Responsibility & Immigration Law

Women’s Justice Society: Treasurer 2015-2016, President 2016-2017, Board Member 2017-2018 
Delta Theta Phi: Clerk of the Rolls 2015-2016, Vice Dean 2016-2017 
UC Davis Asylum & Refugee Moot Court Competition Team: Spring 2017 
Soroptimist International of Sacramento, Ana Rhodes Memorial Scholarship: Spring 2015 
Women Lawyers of Sacramento, Margaret A. Flynn Scholarship: Fall 2016 
Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship: Spring 2016, Fall 2016, Fall 2017 
Lincoln Law School Scholarship: Fall 2015, Spring 2016, Fall 2016, Spring 2017, Fall 2017

Brian Lutz
First, I would like to thank my family, particularly my loving wife, Sara, and in-laws, Nettie and 
Pat, for their enduring support over the last four years. They were there every step of the way, 
sacrificed their time to help when needed (daily), and I could not have accomplished this goal 
without them. I am forever grateful!

Secondly, to my fellow classmates who became lifelong friends and future colleagues -  
Remember, if it was easy, everyone would go to law school. We did it together! Gratitude.

Thirdly, to Dean Schiavenza and the professors/judges - We were so lucky to have you spend 
your time with us, imparting your lessons, life experiences, sense of humor, and serving as 
mentors. Every one of you made yourself available for questions, comments, and one-on-one 
meetings, even on the weekends. Thank you for the willingness to put our education at the 
forefront of your priorities.

Lastly, though Patrick (4-years old) and Charlotte (2-years old) don’t know it right now, walking 
in the door after a long class, a day full of studying, or a tough exam, and hearing them yell, 
“DADDY!!!” consistently inspired me to new heights and made this journey all worth it. I love you, 
kiddos! Congratulations to everyone!

Paulina Martinez
Today is a good day to have a good day.

Desmal Matthews
“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if you can’t walk then crawl, but 
whatever you do, you have to keep moving forward.” - Martin Luther King, JR.

A big thank you to my wife, all of my children, and friends. Without your support  
I could not have succeeded on this arduous journey. 
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Blake Mehigan
While law school has been by far the most difficult thing I have done in my life, it has also highlighted 
the incredible support system that I am fortunate to have. Thank you to my family, friends and classmates 
who have helped me make it through these past four years. You are all truly cherished.

Emily Norgaard
I would like to thank my husband and family for getting me through these difficult last four years.  
I would especially like to say: Dad, thank you for always guiding me, helping me, and showing  
me how to be the best I can possibly be. Mom, thank you for your endless love and encouragement. 
Everything I am you helped me to be. Kailee, thank you for your late night phone calls, a shoulder to 
cry on and being my best friend. Grandma Nina, thank you for helping me through law school and 
college, without your help none of this would have been possible and I would not have been able 
to achieve my dreams. Grandma Joyce, thank you for all of your support throughout the years. Alex, 
last but definitely not least, thank you for always being there no matter what, you were my constant 
source of strength. I love you. I am eternally grateful to all for the love and help. 

Christena O’Shea
“If you are afraid to take a chance, take one anyway. What you don’t do can create  
the same regrets as the mistakes you make.” ― Iyanla Vanzant

Ariel Pytel
While there have been many great memories at Lincoln over the last four years, I am excited that this 
journey is coming to an end. Thank you to my family and friends who helped me get through this wild 
ride. I know that it hasn’t been easy but your support has helped pull me through.

To my Dad and Uncle Denny, thank you for always being accessible on weekends, after work, and 
all the times in between. You both made yourselves available for impromptu study sessions, random 
phone calls and the occasional freak-out. Your guidance and passion of the law has been my beacon 
throughout this journey. I am so thankful I had you both to help me through law school. 

To my fiance Tyler, I will never be able to thank you for the endless love, care, and support you 
have shown me over the past four years. You have been selfless, patient, and allowed me to put my 
dreams first without hesitation. There have been times where you literally scraped me off the floor and 
reminded me that I can do anything. You believed in me even when I could not believe in myself. 
Thank you for all that you have done for me, I truly could not have done it without you.

Congratulations Class of 2018! We did it!

“All our dreams can come true, if we have the courage to pursue them.” Walt Disney

Armando Ramos
I would like to thank my Grandmother for pushing me to attend law school, my daughters for 
putting up with me while I was in law school, and my cousin Alana Ramos for putting up with my 
phone calls during law school… Thank You!

Sotheary Rath
“For what it’s worth... it’s never too late, or in my case too early, to be whoever you want to be. 
There’s no time limit. Start whenever you want. You can change or stay the same. There are no 
rules to this thing. We can make the best or the worst of it. I hope you make the best of it. I hope 
you see things that startle you. I hope you feel things you’ve never felt before. I hope you meet 
people who have a different point of view. I hope you live a life you’re proud of, and if you’re 
not, I hope you have the courage to start over again.” - F. Scott Fitzgerald

Edward Reinero
As I look forward to the practice of law, I keep this quote from former governor of California and 
the 14th Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court Earl Warren in mind: “ Everything that I did in 
my life that was worthwhile I caught hell for.”

Daniel Repp
Robert should have been here to see this. I miss him more than words can say. The same goes for 
my gia gia. Her, too, I miss more than words can say. That said, I’m thankful - so very thankful- for 
those who are able to see this. (Faculty Achievement Awards in: Criminal Law, Civil Procedure, 
Legal Research.) 

James Riley
“The only thing that is impossible is something being impossible” - Mason Riley (age 12). For 
Mason, my inspiration and motivation for the past four years. For Mom, Thank you. I couldn’t 
have done it without you. For Jessica, Dad, and Jocelyn, Thank you for everything and all the 
times you have made that long drive up here to help me! “Darkness cannot drive out darkness, 
only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Tanya Sargent
Jeff, sorry for not always giving you the grace and courtesy that you deserve. Law school has made 
me grumpy! Thanks for being brave enough to marry me during the midst of this and for constantly 
reminding me that it will work out. It has! 

To my sons, Jesse and Waylon, you’re my everything. I hope one day you’ll look back and be inspired. 
When you see me working, doing what I love, remember the hard work it took for me to get there. I have 
a fraction of the capabilities that you both have and I’m excited to see where your hard work takes you! 

To my BFF, Dana, you know the hardest and yet most important thing for me during this was to be the 
best mom, despite it all. I couldn’t do that, all the time. For you to step up and be the boys’ “other 
mother,” to make sure they had dinner with “family” more often than not, overseeing homework, 
cheering them on at the innings and quarters I had to miss, and for always having a “smidge” of  
wine ready for me, is a gift beyond any words. I truly could not have done this without you. 

To my friends, in the last four years, you’ve only talked me into ditching maybe three times. Anyone that 
knows us, knows that’s a big deal! Thank you for giving me the confidence that I sometimes lacked and 
for putting me in my place!

Classmates, you’ve been the family I didn’t even know I needed. It’s been my honor to be in your presence. 

Dani, even though you’re gone, thank you for being “present” every single time I needed you.  
I hear your voice every single day, saying: “Don’t stop. Get it. Get it.” 

I love you all! 

Vanessa Soares
I am the first in my family to obtain a four-year college degree, and now the first in my family to obtain a 
graduate degree. This is a very proud accomplishment, not only for me, but also for all the individuals who 
got me here.

To both sets of my grandparents that immigrated to the United States to provide a better life for their families…

To my mom who taught me to be tough and independent…

To my dad who taught me to work hard and work harder…

To my godmother who built up my confidence as a child and told me I would be someone special  
when I grew up…

To the attorneys I supported as a paralegal who urged me to apply for law school…

To my husband who pushed me to continue with law school when I thought I couldn’t take it anymore (and 
who stood by my side even though he probably couldn’t take me anymore)…

To my friends and family that are still around and support me even though I have been M.I.A. these past 
four years of law school…

And to my baby brother and baby sister (who are actually full-grown adults) and my cousins (who are like 
my brother and sister) for whom I continuously strive to be a positive role model…

Thank you for inspiring me, never giving up on me, and pushing me to believe in myself. I couldn’t have 
done this without you. This accomplishment is just as much yours as it is mine. <3 <3 <3

Brian Sytsma
Thank you, to my wife, Kerstin. Obviously, I couldn’t have done this without you by my side. More 
importantly, I wouldn’t have even tried to. You simply make me better. However, Kerstin is probably 
not entirely excited about the thought of me being home more in the evenings. (I’m joking. Sort of.)

Also, thanks to my classmates, who made these past 4 years rather enjoyable – especially the text 
chains. Though I sincerely hope none of you saved any of them. That would not be good for anyone.

Marjorie Tamoro
At Lincoln, I’ve had my wedding, numerous exams, and experienced the birth of my two children 
while on this journey. I am blessed to have received my family’s support and I am proud that they are 
here to witness my dream come true. I’ve had moments of doubt from not having enough strength, 
the intelligence, concerns of being an absent mother, but my family lifted me up to stay focused. My 
husband, Justin Espinoza, a second-year Lincoln student and I attempt to balance working full-time 
while striving to improve our family. We couldn’t have planned a more strenuous way to spend this 
time of our lives, but I’m so happy we’re both reckless, ambitious, and Mavericks and we have 
learned to be married, parents, and now we’re becoming attorneys. You’re perfect for me, I love you. 
I have been extremely fortunate to have my mother in law Shari Miller who has put her life on hold to 
raise and love our children while we continue our careers and finish school, and for that I’ll be forever 
grateful and I love you, too. To my poppa, Pablo Tamoro, who has always believed in me, I wouldn’t 
have the confidence in myself if you didn’t inspire me. You showed me the world and I’ve never turned 
back. To my mom, Melinda Tamoro, my truth you never lied to me and you always brought me back 
to reality, thank you for grounding and supporting me. Love to my children, Ezra and Galatea momma 
did it for you. Shout out to my sister Mary Ann Bautista and to my brother Thomas Tamoro they know 
I’ve wanted to be a lawyer my whole life. And love to the streets that raised me with the gift to gab 
and finesse to be an exceptional attorney, Vallejo.   

Heather Temple
Faculty Achievement Award: Family Law, Real Property, Criminal Procedure, Evidence, 
Constitutional Law, Business Associations, Advanced Professional Responsibility.  
Dean’s List: 2014-15; 2015-16; 2016-17; 2017-18. WJS (Secretary 2016-2017)

Summa Cum Laude

My 4 years at Lincoln Law School have been some of the best and most rewarding years of my 
life. I went into law school terrified and wondered if I would succeed. I heard many negative 
comments about whether or not I could make it, and I strived to silence those negative voices. 
After 4 years of stressing, crying, and an immense amount of hard work, I’m happy to have 
completed this achievement. To other Lincoln students reading this, NEVER listen to the negative 
comments. The biggest thing I learned in law school is to believe in yourself. We are all capable 
of so much more than we know. Don’t let your worries and fears stifle your awesomeness!

Thank you to the professors who have inspired me, to Dean Schiavenza for taking a chance on 
me, to my fellow classmates who have suffered right beside me, and to my amazing family for 
all of their support. To my Fiancé, Zeb, I could not have done this without you. From helping 
me memorize, to providing constant emotional support, you have been my rock. To my mother, 
thank you for being a strong female figure for me to look up to and for teaching me that kindness 
goes a long way. To my father, who knew I wanted to go to law school, but passed away 
before I began my journey, thank you for being my number one supporter. You always believed 
in me when I doubted myself. You have given me the strength to succeed and shown me that 
ANYTHING is possible. 

Thank you Lincoln Law School.

Kelly Bayles Rosenbery
2016-2017 Student Bar Association Secretary 
To my husband, thank you for always being my #1 fan. Your support, confidence and patience 
during the last four years made this possible. Thank you for sacrificing some of your sanity (will we 
ever forget the egg noodle incident?) so that I could achieve everything I’ve ever wanted. I love you!

To my parents, thank you for your unconditional love and encouragement. You’ve been my 
inspiration from the beginning. My biggest hope is that I have made you half as proud of me as I 
have always been of the both of you. And lastly, to my future fellow lady lawyers, you have truly 
made this journey worthwhile. From the bottom of my heart, thank you!



Michael Wirth
I once met a character in a book whose name was Anna. She was a child, though wise beyond her 
years. She proffered the thought that we all go through life picking up pieces of colored glass through 
which we view our world. The colors of glass we grasp hold of are the same colors we paint our 
life with. What becomes our challenge, if we are inclined to accept it, is to determine if we will be 
courageous enough to question our existence, looking at life through someone else’s pieces of glass, 
or will we be destined to see life only as we see it? The latter requires little effort in predicting our 
future, while the prior will leave our canvas blank; our picture to then be self-determined. 

What’s sad is we are more apt to surround ourselves with likeminded people, then being comforted 
by the inherent suggestion that we were right because they said so. To be bold would be to become 
someone you couldn’t be all by yourself. Dare yourself to grow through your association with someone 
other than you. Conservatives should seek out liberals, as evolutionist should divine creationist. If you 
do so, beg of them to allow you to see life through their pieces of glass; maybe those less tainted 
then yours, and suggest they do the same! In doing so, each of you will be more able to choose the 
colors you brush across your canvas; creating your life. It then is incumbent upon us; those who reach 
for something more, to strive each day in this endeavor. Do not presume those who sit across the table 
from you offer you nothing. Instead, they offer you everything you could never have without them. For 
this, we should all be grateful. - Pieces of Colored Glass  

Brittany Wong
“It simply isn’t an adventure worth telling if there aren’t any dragons.” ~ J.R.R. Tolkien. I never 
thought my dream of graduating law school would ever come true, even until just a few 
months ago. There have been many hiccups along the way, but it was so worth it. I could 
not be more grateful to this school and the professors for the valuable lessons I’ve learned. 
Thank you to my family (both God given and “adopted” along the way) for all of your love 
and support. Thank you to my wonderful friends for not taking it personally when I constantly 
cancelled plans to study (or sleep). And most of all, to my amazing husband William: Thank 
you for all your hard work helping me achieve this dream, for always believing in me, and 
for being so good at all of those household chores that I never have time for. I would not 
have survived this adventure without you by my side. Now to attack that bar exam, go Team 
Wong! “Always aim high, work hard, and care deeply about what you believe in. And, 
when you stumble, keep faith. And, when you’re knocked down, get right back up and  
never listen to anyone who says you can’t or shouldn’t go on.” ~ Hillary Clinton

Mai Yang
What seems to be a dream of mine since I was nine years old is now becoming a reality. These 
past four years have been extremely difficult and challenging for me, however, it is these difficult 
times that have proven to me that I can overcome any obstacle thrown at me. First and foremost, 
I would like to thank my mom for never losing hope in me and being my biggest cheerleader. 
You never let me lose sight of what I really wanted to pursue and reminded me that I am greater 
than what I think of myself. I would like to thank Dean Schiavenza in believing in me and 
giving me the opportunity to attend Lincoln Law School along with the staff and administration 
team in working with my crazy and hectic schedule. I would like to thank Matthew Eason, 
Kyle Tambornini, and the Eason and Tambornini team/family for loving me, guiding me, and 
assisting me in this endeavor. Thank you to my husband Blong Vang for your unconditional love 
and support. I know it’s been quite the journey, but I truly appreciate all the meals you cooked, 
laundry you did, and most of all, your patience. Thank you to all my friends and family for your 
love and support throughout these last four years. Lastly, thank you to all my professors and the 
4L’s who have gone above and beyond in making this journey a lot less stressful for me. I love 
you all and truly appreciate everything you have brought to the table in class through the years. 
WE DID IT CLASS OF 2018!! It’s been a great four years and I cannot wait to see what the 
future holds for all of us! 

Melissa Yoest
When life gives you lemons, go to law school.

Nancy Yung
“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to 
understand more, so that we may fear less.” -Marie Curie
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