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LEttER FROM 
thE CO-EDItORs

That feeling of joy the moment you close your laptop upon the completion 

of your last midterm is a moment worth savoring. It is a moment of peace 

and one that finalizes the conclusion of the year at Lincoln Law School of 

Sacramento. The Christmas lights were abound as we made our way home 

that evening, and were reminded that the holidays arrived. It was a time 

to enjoy all of the little things in life and spend our precious moments with 

those we love, rather than with our books, papers, and flashcards.

As co-editors of Voir Dire, we have been given a unique opportunity to 

connect with Lincoln staff and students on a level that has been extremely 

invaluable to us. Reading and editing the articles that our fellow students 

have written reminds us that we at Lincoln are of diverse backgrounds, 

and those differences have united us into a close-knit family. 

Thank you to all of the authors who wrote articles for the 2017 Fall issue. 

Each article was drafted with a great deal of care and candor regarding 

extremely relevant topics. We are very proud of our work, and couldn’t be 

more excited to share it with the Lincoln community. 

Enjoy! And Happy New Year!

Your Co-Editors, 

Keesha Scott -Hogan | Class of 2020

Tiffany Mathews  | Class of 2020

Dillon Fleming | Class of 2019



   

OFFICE hOuRs wIth  
thE PROFEssORs

my bar results soon after my twenty-fifth birthday. I 
was pretty immature, not particularly focused, and too 
young to really appreciate the opportunity of going to 
law school. Complicating the situation was attending 
law school on the same campus where I was an 
undergraduate – too many distractions. The bottom line 
is that I’m pretty sure I would have been a better law 
student if I had waited a few years. On the flip side, 
my parents were concerned that if I went to work after 
earning my undergraduate degree that I would lose 
interest in the law and not return to school.”

Who is someone you admire, and why? 

 “My father. He did not have the opportunity to go to 
college and after he graduated from high school went to 
work in a factory in Berkeley where they manufactured 
the old-style, ten-key, hand-crank calculators. He ran for 
president of his union, became a union organizer, was 
an officer for many years with the Machinists Union, and 
subsequently a lobbyist for union positions. He had the 
opportunity to meet many prominent politicians including 
John Kennedy and Hubert Humphrey. He told great 
stories about the union movement, of violence that  
took place on picket lines in the 1930s and 1940s, 
and of occasional death threats resulting from his  
days as an organizer.”

Any book recommendations? 

 “I’ve recently read a couple of books that I recommend. 
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah and All the Light We 
Cannot See, by Anthony Doerr. Both are historical fiction 
and are set in occupied France during World War II. 
Law students don’t have much time for casual reading, 
but I strongly recommend both. I’ve read most Grisham 
books and recently finished Camino Island, his most 
recent effort. It is not his best work, in my opinion, but if 
you’re a Grisham fan, it is worth the time.” 

Do you have a favorite sports team or particular athlete? 

 “I’m a big sports fan and because I played 
intercollegiate golf, I follow the pro tour pretty closely. 
I lived a good portion of my life in the Bay Area and 
as a result I’m a hometown fan and root for the 49ers, 
Raiders, Giants, A’s, and Warriors. We also share 
Kings season tickets so I also pull for them except when 
playing the Warriors. Our daughter graduated from 
Notre Dame, so I’m also a big fan of the Irish.”

By Dillon Fleming | Class of 2019 

Since Lincoln Law School was founded in 1969, the main focus 
has always been to provide an excellent legal education. Over 
the years, faculty members have included distinguished trial 
lawyers, Sacramento Superior Court judges, United States District 
Court judges and Deputy District Attorneys. Currently, Lincoln has 
26 professors on staff, some of which have been teaching for 
almost three decades. While the professors come from all types of 
legal backgrounds, the common thread is that they are generous 
with their time and talent. This first edition of Office Hours will 
showcase the professors who have been teaching at Lincoln the 
longest, as well as the newest additions to the Lincoln community.

Dean James Schiavenza
Teaching Torts at Lincoln since 1984

What is your top source (news / journal / legal blog / other) for
keeping current with the law? 

 “I receive information from several sources. I remain in close 
contact with my former colleagues at the Attorney General’s 
Office, and I’m included on their electronic summaries of new 
cases and statutory revisions to the law governing tort and 
trial issues. I also receive daily updates from the Recorder, 
American Law Journal, and National Law Journal.”

What do you consider to be the most important development in
your field or the legal profession in general over the last 5 years?

 “This development has gone on for more than five years but  
the digital transformation of the law has, in my opinion,  
been the biggest transformation. Greater use of online  
materials, e-discovery, online presence through social media,  
remote work with fewer workers tied to a physical office, 
remote interaction with clients, and routine work being 
handled by automated experts, etc. For those of us who have 
been licensed for many years, the old way of a legal pad 
and nice pen are well behind us.”

If you could go back in time, what advice would you give to
yourself in law school? 

 “I would have waited a few years before going to law 
school. I started immediately after my undergraduate 
graduation when I was twenty-one. I graduated from law 
school and took the bar when I was twenty-four and received 

What has been your most memorable concert experience? 

 “I have several. When I was a teenager, I saw Janis Joplin 
in San Francisco. At the time, I did not really appreciate the 
impact she would have on music. I also saw the Chambers 
Brothers and the Guess Who in about 1968. In the early 70’s 
it was Neil Young and for my 21st birthday, I saw Blood Sweat 
and Tears. More recently, I’ve seen the Rolling Stones, Elton 
John, and Maroon 5. The 1960s and 1970s concerts were 
very, very different from those I attended in the 2000s.” 

What is your favorite restaurant in the Sacramento area? 

 “It depends on the type of food but I really enjoy Mulvaney’s, 
The Press Bistro, and Biba’s. These are all downtown restaurants 
and pretty close to where we live.”

If you could have dinner with any person, alive or deceased,
who would it be and why? 

 “That’s a tough one because there are so many. Those who 
were the moving force behind the Constitution and Declaration 
of Independence and, in particular, Thomas Jefferson, the 
primary author would be high on the list. The behind the  
scenes negotiations in drafting the documents must have  
been fascinating.”

How do you unwind? 

 “Golf and yard work. Also, I’m pretty partial to single malt Scotch.”

Professor William Wright
Teaching Constitutional Law since 1984

What is your top source (news / journal / legal blog / other) for
keeping current with the law? 

 “I keep current with con law issues by reading new cases. In 
my practice areas, I review updates to practice guides and 
read monthly publications, such as “Plaintiff,” published for 
consumer lawyers, and California Lawyer, a Bar magazine.”

What do you consider to be the most important development in
your field or the legal profession in general over the last 5 years?

 “Certainly, the Kennedy decisions in United States v. Windsor 
and Obergfell v. Hodges concerning same-sex marriage were 
important decisions. However, I consider more important the 
decisions by the court that favor business, such as Citizens 
United v. FEC on corporate speech, decisions limiting Title VII 
cases by narrowing the definition of supervisor and increasing 
the burden of proof, and cases enforcing arbitration.” 

If you could go back in time, what advice would you give to
yourself in law school? 

 “You don’t need to work all the time; make sure you keep 
balance in your life.”

Who is someone you admire, and why? 

 “I admire people who give to others without wanting any 
credit. After George Michael died, we learned that he had 
donated huge amounts on the condition of anonymity.”

Any book recommendations? 

 “Team of Rivals by Goodwin is really good, plus anything 
by Robert Massie. For fiction, you can’t beat Steinbeck.”

Do you have a favorite sports team or particular athlete? 

 “I was born in LA and am a lifelong Dodger  
and Laker fan.” 

What has been your most memorable concert experience? 

 “Moody Blues in 1971; Trans-Siberian Orchestra  
more recently.”

What is your favorite restaurant in the Sacramento area? 

 “Scott’s Seafood on the River, even though I have  
sued them twice!” 

If you could have dinner with any person, alive or deceased,
who would it be and why?

 “Albert Einstein.”

How do you unwind? 

 “Cycling and hiking.”

Professor Anisha Basi 
Teaching Worker’s  
Compensation since 2017

What is your top source (news / journal / legal blog / other
for keeping current with the law? 

 “Top news source: Skimm’d. I get an email every morning 
with the latest news that is written in an entertaining way.” 

What do you consider to be the most important development in
your field or the legal profession in general over the last 5 years?

 “Most important development: The enactment of Senate 
Bill 863 that took effect in 2013 was the most significant 
development. The law changed almost every aspect of 
workers’ compensation claims including the entire rating 
system, appealing medical determinations, and caps 
on treatment. It changed the way we defend workers’ 
compensation claims and provided employers more  
defenses to the system.” 

If you could go back in time, what advice would you give to
yourself in law school? 

 “If I could go back in time, I would tell myself to really 
enjoy law school. Practicing law is quite different from 
studying law. I wish I would have studied abroad in our 
school’s London program to gain an understanding of 
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the Energy Commission is funding (which directly affects my 
work as a transactions attorney) focus more and more on 
meeting these goals.”

If you could go back in time, what advice would you give to
yourself in law school? 

 “Work hard and “keep it simple”. You will hear many 
tactics from many people about what has worked for them 
at school, whether that be studying on the weekends or in 
the evenings; using hornbooks or using Bar preparatory 
materials; writing your own outline or using a former 
student’s outline. These tactics certainly have value but my 
advice is to simply concentrate on working hard and, over 
time, you will naturally gravitate towards tactics that work 
best for you. Also, be sure to work hard in your personal 
life too. When you have set aside time to spend with your 
significant other, your children, etc., be sure to mentally  
put aside your school work so you can make the most  
of that precious time.”

Who is someone you admire, and why? 

 “Warren Buffett. I admire a number of things about him- his 
frugality, his honesty, his quest for life-long learning- but 
mostly I respect that he has chosen to use his wealth to 
impact the lives of those who need the most help. He has 
famously pledged to give away 99 percent of his fortune to 
philanthropic purposes.”

Any book recommendations? 

 “Right now, I am reading Super Freakonomics. I am 
attracted to the kind of socio-economic, objective, data 
driven analysis you see in this book. For me, it is a very 
entertaining read.”

Do you have a favorite sports team or particular athlete? 

 “I have two favorite teams- the Sacramento Kings and 
whoever the Lakers are playing against.”

What has been your most memorable concert experience? 

 “I’ve only attended a few concerts in my life. The first 
concert I ever went to was memorable and is kind of 
embarrassing to admit. It was three artists/groups touring 
together- Montell Jordan, TLC and Boys II Men.”

What is your favorite restaurant in the Sacramento area? 

 “There is this great Peruvian restaurant in Roseville named 
La Huaca that my wife and I love to go to. Peruvian food 
is difficult to find in the Sacramento area but La Huaca is 
authentic. I highly recommend it to anyone.”

If you could have dinner with any person, alive or deceased,
who would it be and why? 

“Wow, tough question. A number of people come to mind but 
I’ll go with Earl Warren, who was the Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court during a period when a number of high-
profile civil rights cases were adjudicated.”

How do you unwind? 

“Light exercise, time with my family, and Netflix.”

international law. I was so focused on the bar exam that I wish 
I would have took advantage of all of the opportunities my 
school afforded me.” 

Who is someone you admire, and why? 

 “I have always admired my cousin, Rina. She is a lawyer with 
her own practice out in Arizona. She was a pioneer for female 
litigators in construction defects in Arizona. To date, she is one 
of the most respected litigators in Phoenix and she has always 
been a mentor to my career.” 

Any book recommendations? 

 “The last book that I read and really enjoyed was All the 
Single Ladies. It was a great book on the history of the 
women’s movement.” 

Do you have a favorite sports team or particular athlete? 

 “I am a huge 49ers fan.”

What has been your most memorable concert experience? 

 “I went to Stagecoach back in 2014, and that was such a 
great weekend of concerts.” 

If you could have dinner with any person, alive or deceased,
who would it be and why? 

 “If I could have dinner with one person, it would be Rosa 
Parks because I have always been passionate about the rise 
of the women’s movement. I believe that women should always 
stand on their own two feet. Rosa was admired and declared 
a hero for standing up to racial injustice. However, I feel she 
was also a pioneer for women of color standing their ground.” 

How do you unwind? 

 “Litigation is stressful. I unwind with working out and yoga. 
Sometimes, I also practice meditation.”

Professor Cory Irish
Previously a Legal Writing reader, 
joins the faculty co-teaching Legal 
Analysis beginning in Spring 2018

What is your top source (news / journal / legal blog /
other) for keeping current with the law? 

 “We receive customized updates on the law that affects the 
agency I work for, the California Energy Commission. That 
being said, I also subscribe to the ABA Journal and also 
review environmental law blogs from time to time.”

What do you consider to be the most important development in
your field or the legal profession in general over the last 5 years? 

 “Senate Bill 350, which was passed into law in 2015, affects 
my day to day work. SB 350 established new clean energy 
and greenhouse gas reduction goals for California to achieve 
in the years/decades to come. The types of projects which 

unIty 
BaR 
DInnER

Keesha Scott-Hogan | Class of 2020 

On November 13th, nine of Lincoln’s student 
organization and Voir Dire representatives had 
the honor of accompanying Dean Schiavenza 
to the Sacramento Unity Bar Dinner, where 
Mayor Darrell Steinberg presented Keynote 
Speaker and Dean of Berkeley Law, Erwin 
Chemerinsky, to discuss and promote the Unity 
of the diverse communities and organizations 
of Sacramento. One 2L student at Lincoln, 
Nathalie Nguyen, was presented with a 
scholarship award from the Women Lawyers 
of Sacramento for her outstanding excellence 
in community service. Also, the son of 2L Civil 
Procedure Professor, Judge Gevercer, Ben 
Gevercer, was honored with a scholarship 
from Leonard M. Friedman Bar Association. 
Other organizations in attendance included 
SacLEGAL, Sacramento’s LGBT Bar 
Association, Asian/Pacific Bar Association  
of Sacramento, Cruz Reynoso Bar Association, 
South Asian Bar Association, and Wiley W. 
Manuel Bar Association. 

Congrats Lincoln students!!

Keesha Scott-Hogan | Class of 2020 

On October 2nd, 2017, the ABAS (Asian/
Pacific Bar Association of Sacramento) 
honored six students at their annual dinner. 
The event was very well-attended by 
upstanding members of the Sacramento 
community. Four of the six ABAS scholarship 
honorees were from Lincoln Law School of 
Sacramento and two were from King Hall. 
The Lincoln recipients are Jamie Mauhay, 
Nitika Nitashni, Thao Duong, and Chou 
Khang. Congratulations to you all, and thank 
you for representing our amazing school! 

COngRatuLatIOns  
tO thE aBas  
sChOLaRshIP  
wInnERs!
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Peer Reviewing

There is an old saying: “To teach is to learn twice.”
 
Review Coordinators are second, third and fourth-
year students who are assigned a subject in which 
they excelled in the previous year. With guidance 
from the professor who taught the subject, the Review 
Coordinator reviews the subject they are assigned 
(in my case, Real Property). Every Friday evening, 
Reviewers go over complex issues, past essays, 
multiple-choice questions, and exam approaches. 
Essentially, we are all peers who are conducting the 
review sessions.
 
The program creates a symbiotic relationship 
between the underclassmen who attend the review 
sessions, and the Reviewer who is leading the 
sessions. For example, I struggled with Estates and 
Future Interest multiple-choice questions during Real 
Property as a second-year student. This year, since 
the current second-year students are relying on my 
understanding of Future Interest concepts, I am taking 
it upon myself to better understand the nuances of 
how to approach these problems. It’s beneficial 
for the second-year students to get my perspective 
on how to navigate through the intricacies of Real 
Property multiple-choice questions, and equally as 
beneficial for me to keep this knowledge fresh in my 
mind, since these are topics that are heavily tested 
on the Bar Exam.

By Jamie Mauhay | Class of 2019 

 
The Friday Night Review Session Program, which made 
its inaugural debut at the beginning of the 2017-18 
Academic Year, has become a vehicle for students to 
learn from one another while creating and fostering 
relationships with upperclassmen, faculty, and fellow 
students. When Dean Schiavenza admitted me into 
Lincoln Law School three years ago, one of his comments 
about the school was that it is known for its sense of 
community. I didn’t quite know what he meant then as an 
incoming pre-first year, but now as a seasoned third-year, I 
see exactly what he was referring to. 
 
With programs like Legal Writing designed to help 
first-year students navigate through the complexities 
of law school essay writing, and professors who are 
generous with their free time to meet with students, 
the school equips students with resources to ensure 
academic success. Additionally, with a robust and 
diverse group of student organizations, Lincoln 
also provides excellent channels for networking, 
mentoring opportunities, and peer engagement. The 
Friday Night Review Program serves as a conduit for 
students to actively participate in a program which 
yields both academic and networking benefits.
 
With multiple Review Sessions under our belts, a few of 
the Review Coordinators and I have some observations 
to make about the program. The first is the symbiotic 
dynamic of peer reviewing. Second, is the strength of 
the program as a resource for underclassmen. Lastly, 
the most rewarding aspect of the program- which came 
as a surprise for most of us- are the relationships that 
have been built and strengthened as a result of the 
review session process.

LInCOLn’s
FRIDay nIght 
REVIEw  
PROgRaM

 
Resource for Underclassmen

A common statement I’ve heard current third-year and  
fourth-year students say about the Review Program is, 
“I wish I had this when I was a first-year student!”
 
I can relate. When I was a first-year student, I had 
no idea who to turn to. I did not know who the 
upperclassmen were, and had no clue if it was 
appropriate to ask for help. I was fortunate to befriend 
a few second and fourth-year students, and they happily 
shared their outlines. However, it is not always that 
easy and can be very daunting to ask others for help! 
Fortunately, the Review Sessions are designed to foster an 
environment which welcomes underclassmen to reach  
out to upperclassmen.
 
A group of us third-year students who attend the 
reviews look forward each week to see what outlines 
or supplements the fourth-year Reviewers give out, and 
are constantly impressed by the quality of material they 
share. Our class did not have these programs during our 
first and second year of law school, so we are grateful 
for the guidance we receive from the current fourth-year 
students who were in the same trenches a year ago, that 
we are in now.
 
Relationships

For me, the most rewarding aspect of being a part of 
the Review Sessions are the relationships I’ve built and 
strengthened during the semester. This experience has 
brought fellow Reviewers together, which is apparent 
in my class, when the four Reviewers come together to 
discuss prior years’ subjects in depth, rely on one another 
for subject matter expertise when we hit a roadblock or 
need assistance in lesson planning.
 
Additionally, this experience has also brought Reviewers 
and faculty together in a collaborative, professional 
and synergistic manner. Reviewers are in constant 
communication with the professor who teaches their 
subject. Professor Marcie Larson, who teaches Real 

Property, ensures that I am well-equipped with material 
each week to conduct my Review Sessions. We discuss 
the prior week’s class and material, and tailor each 
session to meet the needs of students.
 
Dean Schiavenza routinely checks in on Reviewers,  
and holds an open and honest line of communication  
with Reviewers and professors to ensure that the needs 
of the program and students are being met. In my last 
meeting with Dean Schiavenza, we discussed ways 
to improve the program next year by surveying both 
the Reviewers and students for an evaluation on how 
to conduct the program moving forward. I have been 
very pleased with the school’s determination to ensure 
academic success; accommodating the needs of both 
students and Reviewers.
 
Lastly, these sessions have also brought first, second, 
third, and fourth-year students together who would not 
normally have had the time or opportunity to interact. I 
have spent more time with students of the class of 2019 
during this current semester than I have in the almost 
three years that I have been a student at Lincoln. It is 
such a pleasure to be able to get to know the class of 
2020, and I am now so invested in their continued 
success at this school! Since I also attend the Review 
Sessions that the fourth-year students lead, I’ve had a 
chance to grow closer to the fourth-year students which I 
have only known in passing these last few years.
 
The sense of community Dean Schiavenza was referring 
to three years ago is very apparent through these Review 
Sessions. I know that the relationships I’m building 
because of this program are developing what may well 
be lifelong friendships and partnerships. I am happy 
and humbled to be a part of this incredible community of 
faculty and staff, and thrilled that I have the opportunity 
to do so not only as a student, but now as a Review 
Coordinator for the Friday Night Review Program.
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Home- 
less

These are a few of the questions that come to mind 
when I think of homelessness. Personally, I do not come 
from a wealthy family, but we were never homeless. I 
have lived on my own since I was eighteen years old, 
less than two months after my high school graduation, 
and have not received financial assistance from anyone 
in any way, shape, or form. I am sure I am not the only 
person who has lived within this scenario.  
 
Some may think homeless…why would anyone be 
homeless? Surely anyone can obtain a minimum wage 
job and afford to rent a room or rent an apartment with 
a roommate if things are tight. Right? 
 
Some may also be of the belief that they have worked 
hard for their money. Perhaps they have struggled at 
least once in their life and did not receive a handout, 
but yet they were never homeless. For a majority of 
people, this is likely a true statement. Unfortunately,  
not all are able to obtain a home or some form of 
shelter for various reasons. 
 
Did you know California has the largest homeless 
population in the United States? Sacramento County is 
no exception. In Sacramento County, the chronically 
homeless population has increased approximately 

aRE yOu awaRE OF 
thE hOMELEssnEss In 
saCRaMEntO? 

Is thERE an IssuE?  
Is It a CRIsIs?

hOw DOEs It aFFECt yOu? 

hOw DOEs It aFFECt 
saCRaMEntO? 

what Is BEIng DOnE? 
 

By Diane Gee | Class of 2019 

30% in the past two years. Chronically homeless is 
defined by Housing and Urban Development as an 
individual who: 1) is continually homeless over one year 
or experiences four or more episodes of homelessness 
in the previous three years; and 2) has a physical 
development or mental disability that hinders their ability 
to maintain gainful employment. In January 2017, 
the homeless population in Sacramento County was 
estimated to be 3,665. Following are some statics; Of 
the total estimated homeless, 56% sleep outdoors. Over 
50% of the homeless have PTSD or some other mental 
condition. 74% are males. 95% are over the age of 25. 
22% were formerly in the foster care system. 4% are 
victims of domestic violence. 16% of the total homeless 
individuals are families. ‘Families’ are defined as one 
adult and one or more children. The vast majority of 
homeless families live in shelters. The majority of the 
homeless in Sacramento County (61%) are within the 
city limits of Sacramento. 
 
What is the City of Sacramento doing about the 
homelessness in their city? Mayor Steinberg proposes 
opening two large homeless shelters in the city, a 300-
bed facility on Railroad Drive off of Del Paso Blvd., 
which would be open 24 hours/day and replace a 
current “winter sanctuary” which rotates throughout 
local churches. He also proposes opening a 200-bed 
facility near the Royal Oaks light rail station. In October 
2017, Mayor Steinberg and two City Council members 
who support the plan met with the community. The 
meeting drew a lot of public interest. While people 
seem to want to help the homeless, there seems to 
be resistance when a homeless shelter is proposed in 
their neighborhood. The public arguments included 
disagreement of the locations of the facilities, the claim 
that they are too close to neighborhoods where children 
walk by themselves to school, and concern regarding 
increased trash, crime and security. The proposed 
locations for the shelters are already impoverished. The 
public inquired as to why locations near more affluent 
areas like Land Park were not suggested.  
 

The Mayor’s proposal includes his “overall plan 
for ending homelessness includes more assertive 
outreach on the streets, case management for 
homeless people who are mentally ill or addicted, 
and permanent housing.” 
 
The Sacramento Bee published an article on August 
10, 2017 discussing the violence that the general 
public encounters with the homeless on the American 
River Parkway. Some people use the parkway to 
commute to their jobs in downtown Sacramento. 
There were 25 violent crimes reported on or near  
the parkway between January 1, 2017 and June 
16, 2017. Of these 25 crimes, 16 of them involved 
a homeless person. 
 
According to the American River Parkway 
Foundation, the Parkway is “Sacramento Region’s 
greatest recreational asset.” It includes “over 
thirty-one miles of meandering equestrian/hiking 
trails, and one of the country’s best Class 1 bike 
paths.” The majority of the parkway has the river 
on one side and wooded areas on the other. These 
wooded areas tend to draw homeless encampments. 
Unfortunately, the homeless tend to leave their 
garage and other matter about, cluttering the 
parkway. This garbage also includes hypodermic 
needles, empty cans, bottles, garbage, human waste 
and “risky levels of e-coli bacteria that now taint 
the water,” according to a September 29, 2017 
editorial in the Sacramento Bee. 
 
What can you do about homelessness? That is really 
a personal question for you to answer for yourself. 
The intention of this article is to bring your awareness 
to the issue, not to advocate for one side or the other.

SOURCES CITED:

1http://www.saccounty.net/Homelessness/Documents/2017_SacPIT_Final.pdf 25-45
http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/crime/article166320542.html
http://arpf.org/
http://www.sacbee.com/opinion/editorials/article176045356.html
http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/homeless/article179234921.html

hOME- 
LEssnEss  
In saCRaMEntO
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Mwhat On EaRth  
Is haPPEnIng  
tO OuR PLanEt?

Certainly, we’ve all done our part to damage 
this great Earth, and unfortunately, our collective 
efforts in this have not gone unnoticed. We can no 
longer hide in the back of the room in denial, like 
we do from our professors. We are a part of this 
planet and we must make a change. The Earth has 
spoken. She is angry, she is hurt, and recently, she 
has not been afraid to show it. Climate change is a 
reality whether we are prepared for it, or not. It’s a 
sad realism that we must face head on, and do so 
with an open heart and open mind. 

How about some good news? We can ALL help 
with this problem by making some of the simplest 
changes in our everyday routines. To name a few, 
we could invest in reusables, solar panels, stop 
using plastic bottles and plastic bags, eat one less 
steak per week, urge your Congress to make a 
change by enforcing stricter regulations, donate to 
the legitimate organizations that need your help, 
drive an energy-efficient vehicle, and research the 
ways in which we could minimize our lifestyles to 
the point of zero-waste. 

Did you know that there is even a little money to 
be made in renewables? How’s that for another 
incentive!? Many people have built thriving zero-
waste stores. Others have designed and sold 
contraptions to make filthy water into clean water 
by using reusable, everyday household items. 

You’ll be surprised at what you can find out there. 
I’ve already began the process. Will you?

By Keesha Scott-Hogan | Class of 2020

It is no secret that climate change is a big issue.  
The disturbing impacts of climate change are clear. 
The world is getting warmer by the day, and  
humans, as well as wildlife, are already battling  
the fatal consequences.

We all have at least the basic knowledge as to what 
is causing this massive ‘warmth’, and I’m not talking 
about the good kind. For example, how many of 
you are guilty of using those “single-use” bottles of 
water, soda, and even shampoo? Or utilizing those 
“single-use” coffee pods? Same here. Plastic is not 
biodegradable, and an enormous bulk of it never 
gets recycled. Unfortunately, the vast majority of 
those items end up in our oceans. Plastic particles, 
although invisible, maintain a motionless existence 
in the water through the strong currents and circular 
wind movements, and eventually become part of the 
food chain. Could you imagine if we could cut out 
the middle-man, and just munch on a plastic bottle for 
dinner!? Can you say, “cancer”? No thanks.

We also cut down rainforests for palm oil, even 
though rainforests are the Earth’s lungs, and animals 
rely on them for a safe home. We repeal actions that 
provide clean air and promote efficient resources 
even though we know that only some of the human 
population will benefit. By some, I mean the wealthy. 
We consume so much meat in this country, that the 
carbon-dioxide emissions from animal farms alone 
equal roughly 18% of greenhouse gases, which 
is more than cars, airplanes, and other forms of 
transportation combined. 

And we do all of this without stopping to consider that 
there may be alternatives to these actions, which will 
not only benefit society as a whole, but will help this 
desperate Earth get back on its feet and thrive again.

California, beginning on January 1, 2018, will impose two 
new cannabis taxes: A 15% excise tax upon purchasers 
of cannabis and cannabis products, and a cultivation tax 
on cultivators on all harvested cannabis that enters the 
commercial market7. It is estimated that California will be 
able to generate $1 billion in revenue, and up to $100 
million in savings annually4. 

While this information would seem to portend good news, 
there may be some potential fiscal danger. While there has 
been a significant increase in state revenue resulting from 
marijuana legalization, the revenue did not materialize 
overnight. Revenues in Colorado and Washington trickled 
in slowly because it took time for consumers to become 
familiar with a new system. Also, state and local authorities 
spent time and money setting up new frameworks and 
regulatory structures. 8Additionally, Washington, Colorado, 
and Oregon took steps to reduce their marijuana tax rates 
due to the fact that Colorado concluded that its 30% tax rate 
did not sufficiently reduce the black market sales. The most 
recent ballot measures from across the country propose that 
rates shall be between 10 and 25%8.

Unforeseen fiscal consequences due to marijuana legalization 
could be prevalent in other matters, as well. According to the 
Yale Economic Review, law enforcement expenses and public 
budgets could potentially decrease as states that have legalized 
marijuana can no longer seize the assets of marijuana growers. 
In some municipalities, funds from marijuana property seizures 
accounted for 15% of police budgets9.

Finally, the legalization of marijuana could lead to an 
increase in the total number of marijuana users. This would 
lead to increased marijuana smoking which would result 

By Richard Brush | Class of 2019

Introduction

California, along with Nevada and Massachusetts, joined 
Washington, Colorado, Oregon, and Alaska in legalizing 
the recreational use of marijuana. On November 8, 
2016, California voters approved Proposition 64, which 
legalized marijuana for recreational use, and codified 
it in the California Health and Safety Code §11362.1. 
1Marijuana is a drug which has been illegal in the state of 
California since 1913, and nationally since 19372. This 
radical change in policy will result in a huge impact for 
California residents and businesses. 

Fiscal Impact

Before the passage of Proposition 64, four states, 
Washington, Colorado, Oregon, and Alaska, legalized 
marijuana in 2012 and 2014 respectively3. To understand 
the fiscal impact of marijuana legalization in California, 
one can look to the fiscal impact of states that have 
previously legalized marijuana. 

According to a report from New Frontier Data, states 
that have legalized marijuana are on track to generate 
approximately $655 million in state taxes on retail sales in 
2017; $559 million will come from cannabis taxes alone, 
which dwarfs the amount taken from alcohol taxes4. 

Colorado saw an increase in marijuana taxes, licenses, 
and fee revenue from an initial amount of over $67 
billion in 2014 to just under $182 billion in the January 
through September period of 20175. Washington also 
saw an increase when they began to collect taxes and 
other revenue from the legalization of marijuana from $49 
million in sales tax collected in 2014, to over $1.1 billion 
in total sales tax collected thus far in 20176. 

DIaL M 
FOR 
MaRIjuana

10



12 13

ARIJUA
to spike in 2013 and early 2014 from a twenty-year 
decline, property crime started to drop again following 
the opening of marijuana stores in 20143. 

Finally, data from a survey called Monitoring the Future, 
showed a gradual decline in marijuana consumption 
among eighth, tenth, and twelfth-grade students in 
Colorado and Washington, two states that have legalized 
the recreational use of marijuana11. 

Given that there is a decreasing social stigma around the 
use of marijuana, and the fact that there does not appear 
to be a substantial increase in violence and property 
crimes, and that marijuana use is declining amongst 
teenagers in three of the states where it was legalized, 
the societal impact on the legalization of marijuana will 
likely be slight.

Potential Obstacles

Although recreational marijuana use has been legalized 
in seven states, there are significant obstacles that remain 
for both individual users and marijuana distributors and 
companies. The most significant of which is that while 
marijuana may have been legalized in California, it is  
still illegal under federal law12. This dichotomy has been  
seen in several areas, including housing where 
individuals using Section 8 or other federally subsidized 
housing alternatives are not allowed to use marijuana13. 
However, the enforcement and application of those rules 
are left to local authorities.  

Another way that federal law will have an impact will be 
through our banking system. While there are local credit 
unions and banks that serve marijuana business, the 
federal illegality of marijuana concludes that major banks 
and credit card companies will not service marijuana 

in an increase in social health expenditures for lung-
related ailments9. 

Given that marijuana taxes and fees have led to increased 
budgets in states that legalized the drug, and the fact that 
California will impose two new cannabis tax objectives, 
California will likely see an increase in state revenue due to 
the legalization of marijuana. 

Societal Impact

As previously mentioned, the Yale Economic Review stated 
that marijuana legalization would lead to increased public 
health expenditures of lung-related ailments due to an 
increase in marijuana users9. Critics contend that marijuana 
legalization will have a negative societal impact in areas 
such as increased public health expenditures for marijuana 
health incidents, increased usage of marijuana, increased 
crime, and harmful effects on children. 

However, according to the Cato Institute, while the minor 
negative effects of legalization cannot be ruled out, 
state marijuana legalizations have had minimal effect on 
marijuana use and related outcomes when the available 
data is analyzed3. While the Colorado Department of Public 
Safety did report an increase in marijuana incidents, such 
as marijuana hospitalizations, the same report stated that 
the decreasing social stigma regarding marijuana use could 
lead individuals to be more likely to report use on surveys 
and to health workers in hospitals10. 

Additionally, Denver and other cities in Colorado did 
not see a substantial decline in monthly crime rates after 
2012 and 2014, following marijuana legalization and the 
opening of marijuana shops, respectively3. Monthly violence 
and property crime rates collected by the Seattle Police 
Department showed that while property crime does appear 

usage, the federal government has not. This means that 
federal employees cannot consume marijuana without 
risk of being terminated12. Additionally, the language 
of Proposition 64, as codified in California Health and 
Safety Code § 11362.45, states in section f that: 

“The rights and obligations of public and private 
employers to maintain a drug and alcohol free workplace 
or require an employer to permit or accommodate 
the use, consumption, possession, transfer, display, 
transportation, sale, or growth of cannabis in the 
workplace, or affect the ability of employers to have 
policies prohibiting the use of cannabis by employees 
and prospective employees, or prevent employers from 
complying with state or federal law16. 

Although the usage of marijuana has been legalized 
in California, an employer can still drug test their 
employees, and may terminate those who are found to 
have used and consumed marijuana. 

Conclusion

With marijuana being legalized in California, there 
will likely to be a significant increase in revenues that 
the state will acquire due to taxes placed on marijuana 
businesses and users. Further, given the experiences of 
other states that have legalized the drug, it is unlikely that 
there will be a long-term increase in marijuana usage, or 
an increase in crime due to legalization. 

Finally, while marijuana has been legalized in California 
and other states, there is still a significant obstacle 
due to the fact that federal law still prohibits the use 
of marijuana, which has an effect on marijuana users 
and businesses in areas such as housing, banking, the 
military, gun ownership, and employment. 

companies due to the fear of being investigated for 
money laundering and other illegal activities. While a 
working group has been formed to find ways to provide 
banking services to the marijuana industry, states are 
limited as to what they can do in this regard12. 

The illegality of marijuana at the federal level will have an 
impact for members of the Armed Forces, as active duty 
members will still be prohibited from using marijuana. 
However, the U.S. Air Force has announced that potential 
recruits will not be disqualified for prior usage of the drug, 
even if it was consumed in the recent past12. Additionally, 
veterans cannot be denied health care through the 
Department of Veterans Affairs if they are medical 
marijuana users, but VA health providers will not be able 
to recommend marijuana for treatments12. 

In District of Columbia v. Heller 554 U.S. 570 (2008), 
the United States Supreme Court stated that there is an 
individual right to keep and bear arms, and subject to 
reasonable regulation, unlawful users or addicts of a 
controlled substance are prohibited by federal law from 
owning a gun14. Because marijuana is still considered an 
illicit substance, this rule concludes that users of marijuana 
are technically prohibited from owning a firearm. This 
same statute was previously used by a gun shop to prevent 
the purchase of a gun by a medical marijuana user, S. 
Rowan Wilson. Wilson sued and challenged the federal 
statutes and regulations. However, the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals stated that this regulation was not a burden on 
the Second Amendment15. 

Finally, an obstacle exists in employment. As mentioned 
previously, while California has legalized marijuana 
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(D-Santa Barbara), chair of the Senate Judiciary Committee, aims 
to address many issues facing the Bar that could not be addressed 
through internal reforms. 

First, SB 36 de-unifies the Bar and shifts the trade association 
responsibilities and the California Young Lawyers Association  
to a new nonprofit, leaving only the regulatory and enforcement 
responsibilities to the State Bar. The association will be required  
to continue providing low- to no-cost mandatory continuing  
legal education. 

Secondly, the Bill reduces the number of seats on the State 
Bar’s Board of Trustees and adopts other reforms related to the 
composition of the Board to reduce the risks of anti-trust liabilities. 
These reforms include additional oversight of the Board by the 
California Supreme Court.

Thirdly, SB 36 requires the State Bar to evaluate the bar exam and 
review the “cut score” every seven years, accompanied by reports 
to the Legislature and Supreme Court justifying the score. 

Fourth, the Bar would be required to receive arrest notifications 
from the Department of Justice for all applicants and members; 
any member who fails to be fingerprinted would be enrolled as an 
‘inactive’ member. The foregoing are only a few examples of the 
many changes mandated in SB 36. 

This legislation was supported by the State Bar and the Sections of 
the State Bar. After the bill was signed by Governor Jerry Brown, 
the agency released the following statements:

“These reforms will allow the State Bar to focus on protecting 
Californians who need access to ethical and competent attorneys 
by regulating the practice of law, pursuing diversity in the 
profession and our justice system and promoting access to justice 
for Californians of every income level,” said State Bar President 
Michael G. Colantuono. 

“SB 36 supports the State Bar in our ongoing reforms to focus on 
our mission of public protection. While transition and change can 
present challenges, I am confident that we are on the right track 
to best serve the people of California,” said State Bar Executive 
Director Leah T. Wilson.

The State Bar and the new nonprofit association may face growing 
pains as they work to implement the new structure. California 
attorneys and law students may also feel those pains as the entire 
industry is forced to endure this new adjustment.

By Phillip Ung | Class of 2019

This year, state leaders acted to reform and bring accountability 
to the State Bar of California, the agency charged with 
regulating approximately 263,000 attorneys, 2,100 judges, 
and thousands of others who are not eligible to practice law. 

The State Bar had many long-standing issues that observers and 
the State Legislature believed impaired the agency’s ability to 
protect the public and act with sufficient accountability. 

These issues included hundreds of complaints about the 
unlawful practice of law that sat untouched at the Bar 
for months and even years without any enforcement or 
investigation. The Bar failed to meet its statutory duty to run 
criminal background checks on members who lived outside of 
California and never received updates from the Department  
of Justice on criminal arrests of members. The Bar only learned 
of criminal arrests of members when someone self-reported, or a 
prosecutor or court member forwarded a conviction to the Bar. 

The Legislature took issue with the Bar’s management of funds. 
An audit found that the Bar had improperly transferred funds 
between internal accounts with clear statutory designated uses. 
The audit also pointed to the Bar’s excessive spending on travel 
and catering including $157,000 on alcohol between January 
2015 and September 2016. The State Bar took out a $10 
million loan for upgrades to its San Francisco office to rent out 
unused floors, as well as leveraged 10 years of member’s dues 
as the security interest. This loan scandal tied the Legislature’s 
hands of lowering member fees in the future.

Lastly, and likely the biggest issue for lawmakers, was the 
purported conflict in the State Bar’s responsibilities as to 
both the government regulatory agency and attorney trade 
association. The trade association responsibilities include 
continuing education and promotion of the Bar’s 16 sections 
(e.g. family law, business law, labor and employment law). 
Thirty-one states have a “unified bar” like California, while  
18 others have a government regulatory agency and a private 
trade association. 

To the State Bar’s credit, it had already begun to address 
many of the issues by changing internal policies and practices. 
However, the culmination of these issues was the catalyst for 
legislative action. 

Senate Bill 36 authored by Senator Hannah-Beth Jackson 
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intertwining issues than just criminal law. DV victims who 
have children are likely to become involved in child custody 
matters. The CA Family Code section addresses DV. There is 
a rebuttable presumption that perpetrators of DV cannot be 
granted sole or joint custody of their children (FC 3044). To 
overcome the presumption, perpetrators of DV must complete 
a list of things, that are likely to include completion of a 
52-week batterer’s intervention program, parenting classes, 
and completion of a substance abuse program. Some judges 
will automatically make FC 3044 findings, but some are 
not familiar with the statute at all. Unless the victim is also 
an attorney, it is very unlikely that he or she will ask for FC 
3044 findings to be made, and the perpetrator could end up 
with more parenting time than the victim. 

Often, attorneys are appointed to represent a minor child 
to determine that child’s best interest in complex custody 
matters involving DV. DV victims who are married and 
make the decision to leave their abusive partner may file for 
dissolution of marriage. Spousal support issues may ensue. 
There are laws protecting DV victims in spousal support and 
pension division matters (FC 4320(2)(i), FC 4325). When 
a DV incident occurs and CPS is informed, CPS may open 
a dependency action and remove a child from the home 
of both parents if the victim fails to leave the relationship 
and fails to keep their children safe from the exposure to 
DV (WIC 300). Exposure to DV is child abuse – even if the 
abuse is not directed at or intended to hurt the child. In all 
dependency actions, an attorney is appointed for the minor 
child. Civil remedies are available to victims of DV, including 
reimbursement for lost wages, costs of medical payments, 
payments for damaged or destroyed property, and DV 
restraining orders. Prosecutors, family law attorneys, and 
dependency action attorneys are a large part of the victims 
lives once the law becomes involved.

As you can see, attorneys are clearly needed to assist 
victims through the multiple tunnels of domestic violence law. 
It is a very tough but rewarding field to work in. For more 
information about domestic violence in our state, visit the 
California Partnership to End Domestic Violence at  
http://www.cpedv.org/.

  

By Layla Cordero | Class of 2019

When you hear the term “Domestic Violence”, what 
comes to mind? In my experience as a legal advocate 
for a Domestic Violence Agency, what most people think 
of when they hear “Domestic Violence” may not be an 
accurate portrayal. Domestic Violence (DV) is a pattern of 
abuse by one intimate partner against another. Key words: 
pattern and abuse. Not every person who has been struck 
by their significant other is a victim of domestic violence 
(although they usually are). And just because a person has 
never been physically assaulted by their intimate partner 
doesn’t mean that they aren’t a victim of DV. Abuse comes 
in many forms, including emotional, mental, financial, 
isolation, sexual, verbal and physical. Domestic violence 
begins with behaviors that gradually increase in severity. 
If you went on a first date and at the end of the night, your 
date punched you in the face, you would easily make the 
decision to not go on a second date. Domestic violence is 
a cycle that begins slowly. It starts with the person causing 
harm by “honeymooning” the victim. The victim is charmed 
and made to feel special and loved. The next stage is 
“building tension”. In this stage, the person causing harm 
becomes controlling, demanding, and irritable. They 
tend to complain a lot about the victim and are building 
anger inside themselves. After building tension comes the 
explosion. This is where the person causing harm loses 
control and may become violent. After the explosion, the 
honeymoon stage starts all over again, and the person 
causing harm is generally apologetic and manipulates the 
victim into believing that it will never happen again. 

Why doesn’t the victim just leave? There are so many 
reasons that a victim of DV does not leave. Some common 
reasons include attachment to/love for the person causing 
harm, believing the person causing harm will change, fear 
that the person causing harm will kill them if they leave, the 
victim cannot financially survive without the person causing 
the harm, the victim has no support system, the victim fears 
losing child custody to the person causing harm, the victim 
feels numb and hopeless, religious beliefs prevent escaping 
the situation, and many, many more. 

What does DV have to do with attorneys? Assault and 
battery is a crime. While that is very true, there are more 



So why do innocent people accept the terms of the for-
profit bail bond companies? Because if they can’t post the 
entire bail amount set by the court (typically, less than 1% 
of defendants can) their alternative is to stay in jail and 
suffer the stress, stigma and life disruption often entailed, 
including losing your job and your health insurance, 
eviction, loss of child custody, etc. It is not uncommon for 
innocent defendants to plead guilty just to get back to 
their lives and avoid the devastating consequences of jail 
time while awaiting trial.

For perspective, consider that only one other country 
in the world, the Philippines, permits a for-profit bail 
industry. Every other country has outlawed the practice 
as undermining the very principles that bail is intended 
to support. The process can make a mockery of innocent 
until proven guilty when a substantial number of 
defendants who pose minimal flight risk or danger or 
reoffending, languish in jail awaiting trial — guilty of 
nothing but the inability to afford bail. 

For defendants who post bail through an agent, because 
they forfeit the entire amount regardless of whether 
they make their court appearances, the incentive for 
defendants to make their court appearances evaporates. 
Some evidence shows that defendants are actually more 
likely to make their court appearances when they are 
released on their own recognizance, with just a phone 
call from the court to remind them of an upcoming 
appearance date.

Dramatic bail reform efforts are underway in California 
to address the obvious injustice of fact patterns like the 
MBE above. Chief Justice of the California Supreme 
Court, Tani G. Cantil-Sakauye formed the Pretrial 
Detention Reform Workgroup in October 2016 to study 
the issues and propose solutions. The Workgroup’s 
report, published in October 2017, calls the current 

By Inga Holmquist | Class of 2021

Colin just passed the California Bar Exam and was walking 
home from celebrating at the traditional watering hole on 
such occasions, when a patrol car pulled up beside him 
and the officer told Colin he matched the description of 
a suspect in an ATM robbery nearby a short time earlier. 
Colin was arrested on suspicion of 1st degree robbery, for 
which bail was set at $100,000. Colin made it through 
law school on student loans and working part-time, and he 
didn’t have that kind of money. A bail-bond agent offered 
to post bond at the standard rate of 10% ($10,000). Colin 
could scrape together $3,000, and the agent agreed to set 
up an installment plan for Colin on the remaining $7,000 
(plus fees and interest). Colin made all required court 
appearances, and a few weeks later all charges against 
Colin are dropped.  
 
What will happen to the bail money Colin paid?

A. The full $3,000 will be refunded, because Colin 
made the required appearances and the case 
against him was dropped.

B. Reasonable administrative fees and costs will be 
deducted from the $3,000, and the balance  
will be refunded.

C. The bail company gets to keep the full $3,000, 
and they can go after Colin to collect the remaining 
$7,000 plus fees and interest, despite Colin 
making all court appearances and having all 
charges dropped. 

C is correct. Not only does the bail bond company get to 
keep the $3,000, it doesn’t matter that Colin made all court 
appearances. It doesn’t matter if all charges are dismissed 
and it wouldn’t matter if the arrest was found to have been 
improper. Colin has to pay the entire $10,000. 

based on factors such as their history of failure to 
appear, prior convictions, current charge and age. 
Judicial officers remain the final authority in making 
release or detention decisions, while taking into 
account recommendations based on risk- 
assessment information.

5. Make Early Release and Detention Decisions: 

Decisions should be made at the earliest possible point 
in the pretrial process. Longer pretrial detentions disrupt 
defendants’ employment, families and communities, 
and are associated with the likelihood of new criminal 
activity for low-risk defendants.

6. Integrate Victim Rights into the System: 

All victims must have the opportunity to be heard 
and their comments considered, especially in cases 
involving intimate partner violence, child abuse, 
stalking, and sexual assault.

7. Apply Pretrial Procedures to Violations  
of Community Supervision: 

When courts issue “no bail” arrest warrants for 
defendants who violate community supervision, a 
person cannot be released until their case is over. This 
significantly impacts limited jail resources. Legislation 
and rules of court must be adopted that consider 
pretrial release and detention screening procedures for 
those who violate the terms of their supervision.

8. Provide Adequate Funding and Resources: 

California’s courts and local justice system partners 
must be fully funded to effectively carry out a system 
of pretrial release and detention, including: resources 
for new judges and court staff, infrastructure for justice 
system partners and other agencies, assessment tools, 
and training.

9. Deliver Consistent and Comprehensive Education:

Comprehensive and ongoing education is imperative, 
and a date for implementation must be set that 
provides courts and justice system partners enough 
time to undertake training and make reforms.

10. Adopt a New Framework of Legislation and Rules 
of Court to Implement these Recommendations: 

This system must be developed as a comprehensive 
whole, not grafted onto the current complex statutory 
framework of monetary bail.

system “unsafe and unfair,” and makes recommendations for 
overhauling the system.

“…the Workgroup determined that California’s current 
pretrial release and detention system unnecessarily 
compromises victim and public safety because it bases 
a person’s liberty on financial resources rather than the 
likelihood of future criminal behavior and exacerbates 
socioeconomic disparities and racial bias….

The Workgroup recognizes that the release of any 
person before trial involves risk—as does every pretrial 
detention. The challenge is to minimize these risks while 
achieving the goals of maximizing public safety, court 
appearance, and release of individuals….

If adopted, the reforms envisioned in these 
recommendations will make major and dramatic changes 
to California’s criminal justice system and will affect the 
superior courts in every county and all of their justice 
system partners.”

Discussions on SB 10, the California Money Bail Reform Act 
of 2017, will continue through this fall as the bill is honed 
and refined for the 2018 session. It is expected to address 
the Workgroup’s 10 recommendations:

1. Implement a Robust Risk-Based Pretrial Assessment and 
Supervision System to Replace the Current Money Bail 
System: 

Courts would use a risk-based pretrial assessment system 
to gather information about each defendant for use in 
decisions on release or detention based on the defendant’s 
risk to public safety and whether the defendant is likely to 
return to court.

2. Expand the Use of Risk-Based Preventive Detention: 

In cases where no conditions of release could ensure public 
safety, judges must have the authority to detain defendants 
to protect the public, victims, and witnesses.

3. Establish Pretrial Services in Every County: 

Pretrial services—including use of a validated risk 
assessment tool—provide information to help courts to make 
decisions about whether a defendant should be released, as 
well as providing defendants with reminders of court dates 
and monitoring compliance with the conditions of release.

4. Use a Validated Pretrial Risk Assessment: 

These tools measure a person’s likelihood of returning to 
court or committing a new offense during pretrial release 

PREtRIaL 
DEtEntIOn &  
BaIL REFORM

Pretrial Detention Reform—Recommendations to the Chief Justice, Oct. 2017, p.57

Chief Justice Workgroup: Money Bail is “Unsafe and Unfair” Sweeping recommendations would replace money bail with risk-based assessment and supervision programs, 
October 24, 2017, https://newsroom.courts.ca.gov/news/chief-justice-workgroup-money-bail-is-unsafe-and-unfair
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DACA IS  
DYING;

why shOuLD  
thE REst  
OF us CaRE?

EFFECts OF DaCa  
FOR thE u.s. 
The 2017 National DACA Study, conducted by 
Tom Wong, UC San Diego professor of political 
science, along with United We Dream, the 
National Immigration Law Center, and the Center 
for American Progress reported that 54% of study 
respondents secured their first job after obtaining work 
authorization via DACA, 91% of respondents are 
currently employed, while another 8% are currently 
attending school, 54% purchased their first car, 16% 
purchased their first home, and 8% of respondents 
exercised their entrepreneurial talents to help create 
new jobs and further spur economic growth by starting 
their own businesses.

Ending the DACA program could potentially remove 
an estimated 800,000 DACAmented workers from 
the U.S. economy. California is home to the largest 
DACAmented population, and with more than 
200,000 beneficiaries, California’s communities and 
labor market stands to be severely affected by DACA’s 
termination. Over the next decade, the U.S. economy 
could risk losing one-half of trillion dollars. 

what Is DaCa? 
The Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
is an Obama-era executive action established 
in 2012 that provides temporary relief from 
deportation and a two-year work permit to young 
immigrants who were brought to the U.S. illegally 
as children. 

To qualify for DACA, applicants must have arrived 
in the U.S. before 2007 and before their sixteenth 
birthday, and be under the age of 31 before June 
15, 2012. An applicant must also be in school, 
have their diploma or be a military veteran, and 
have a mostly clean criminal record.  

DACA was never meant to place its beneficiaries, 
referred to as “DACAmented” individuals or 
“Dreamers”, on a path to permanent legal 
residency or citizenship. But it did allow them to get 
driver licenses, open bank accounts, credit cards, 
and be placed within reach of higher education by 
giving them access to in-state tuition. 

By Estefania Parra | Class of 2020

In COngREss’ hanDs 
President Trump told congressional leaders that his 
 hard-line immigration priorities must be enacted in 
exchange for extending protection from deportation 
to the hundreds of thousands of Dreamers currently 
residing in the United States. President Trump’s list of 
demands includes many policies which Democrats 
have specifically stated as being off the table, which 
now threaten to derail ongoing negotiations over 
legislation protecting Dreamers. 

The list of demands includes overhauling the U.S.’s 
Legal Permanent Resident system, a crackdown 
on unaccompanied minors entering the country, 
and building his promised wall along the southern 
border. President Trump stated that these priorities 
are a product of a “bottom-up review of all 
immigration policies” that he ordered “to determine 
what legislative reforms are essential for America’s 
economic and national security.” 

To settle the nerves of all DACAmented and 
immigration advocates, President Trump tweeted that 
if Congress was unwilling to find a fix, he would 
“revisit the issue” in six months. Considering the 
current track record of Congress in passing legislation 
to fix the healthcare system, and reform the tax code, 
it appears that Dreamers will have to hold their 
breath and wait to see exactly what President Trump 
means when he says he will “revisit the issue”. 

PREsIDEnt tRuMP’s 
ROLLBaCk OF DaCa
Per the ultimatum provided to President Trump by 10 
state attorneys general to terminate the program by 
September 5, 2017 or face legal challenges in an 
unfriendly court, President Trump caved and gave the 
DACA program and the DACAmented a six-month 
rollback period. The 10 states urging President Trump 
to end DACA would lose more than $8 billion annually 
from economic contributions to society. 

President Trump announced on September 5, 2017 
that he is giving Congress six months to come up with 
a legislative fix before DACAmented recipients begin 
to lose their status. President Trump did state that he 
was eager to make a deal and that he has “a love 
for these people and hopefully Congress will be able 
to help them and do it properly.” During President 
Trump’s presidential campaign, he continuously stated 
that President Obama’s “illegal executive order” 
“defied federal law and the Constitution” and that it 
will be “immediately terminated” under his presidency. 
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Environment

NASA has reported that since the year 2001, the 
planet has seen 16 of the 17 warmest years on 
record. Glaciers, ice sheets, and snow coverage 
are declining, sea level is rising, the intensity of 
storms is increasing, and debilitating droughts and 
wildfires are becoming more common. California 
considers itself a pioneer in the environmental 
movement. Due to environment focused policies, 
greenhouse gas emissions in California fell by 1.5 
percent in 2015. It is progress, but it is also still a 
far cry from mitigating the inevitable destruction of 
climate change. The legislature put forth an effort to 
ward of the alarming warming with these policies:

AB 398 by Assembly member Eduardo Garcia will 
extend California’s cap-and-trade program until 
2030. First launched in 2012, California’s cap-and-
trade program is the only kind in the country. The 
program requires companies to purchase permits 
that authorize the emission of greenhouse gases. 
The amount of permits available decreases every 
year which results in a continuous price increase. 
The increase in price for permits creates a financial 
incentive for companies to emit less emissions.

SB 1 by Senator Jim Beall has been commonly 
referred to as the “Gas Tax.” The 12-cent gas tax 
increase, along with a vehicle license fee hike, will 
begin in November 2017 and is estimated to raise 
$52 billion over a decade to pay for deteriorating 
roads and transit systems. This gas tax raised 
controversy among California citizens, prompting an 
effort to collect signatures for a ballot initiative that 
would take away lawmaker’s ability to pass future 
increases without a statewide vote.

Resisting President Trump

The Trump presidency has been marked with 
controversy and scandal. President Trump’s 
penchant for picking fights, erratic tweeting, 
association with alleged criminals, and a wavering 
position on critical issues has resulted in a 
presidency unlike any in United States history. 
President Trump has signed executive orders aimed 
to build a wall to keep our neighbors out, restrict 
travel from certain countries, and prioritize business 
interests over the interest of public health. This 
exclusionist ideology is contrary to the inclusive, 
progressive policies that California embraces.  
A few California Legislators took a stand this  
year to send a message of resistance to the  
Trump administration:

SB 54 by Senator Kevin De Leon is referred to 
as the “Sanctuary State” bill and aims to protect 
immigrants. The bill prohibits local law enforcement 
officials from notifying federal agencies when a 
person suspected of being a noncitizen commits 
specified crimes. The bill will also prevent 
officers from questioning and holding people on 
immigration violations.

SB 149 by Senator Mike McGuire would require 
presidential candidates to release five years of 
tax returns in order to get on the California ballot. 
This bill was in response to Trump’s unprecedented 
refusal to release his tax returns as president. SB 
149 made it all the way to Governor Brown but was 
ultimately vetoed. In Brown’s veto message, he said 
that he recognizes the political attractiveness and 

merits of getting President Trump’s tax returns, 
but he worries about the political perils of states 
seeking to regulate presidential elections.

There were also environmental bills and clean 
energy bills introduced to preserve the progress 
that has been made by California and the United 
States under the Obama Administration. The 
environmental bills that are among the Trump 
resistance movement tend to struggle the most 
in an uphill battle against special interests. 
President Trump’s refusal to acknowledge the fact 
that climate change is happening, along with his 
intentional efforts to undo progress that has been 
made is simply frightening.

 

 

By Tiffany Mathews | Class of 2020

California’s Political 
Priorities For 2017

This year, the State Legislature focused on policies 
aimed to ease California’s housing crisis, mitigate 
the damage being done to our environment, and to 
send a message of resistance to President Trump.

Housing

In California, rent is on the rise. Across the state, the 
median rental price for a two-bedroom apartment 
is about $2,400, the highest in the country. About 
half of California households own their homes, the 
third lowest rate in the country. Gentrification and 
population growth are exacerbating the crisis. This 
year, the State Legislature passed a package of 15 
bills that address this crisis. The following are a few 
of the highlights:

SB 2 by Senator Toni Atkins will raise about $250 
million a year to subsidize housing through a $75 
fee on certain real estate transactions. The bulk of 
the proceeds will go towards financing low-income 
and homeless housing.

SB 35 by Senator Scott Wiener will streamline the 
approval of certain apartment and condominium 
projects making it easier for cities to step over red 
tape that previously held up development.

SB 3 by Senator Jim Beall will put a $4 billion bond 
measure on the June 2018 ballot that would help fund 
construction of affordable rental housing and would 
provide low-interest loans to veterans buying homes.

CaLIFORnIa 
LEgIsLatIOn
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Asian Pacific American Law Student Association 
By Renee Fong | Class of 2019 
APALSA (Asian Pacific American Law Student Association) 
is a student organization which encourages and promotes 
the professional growth and advancement of our members 
by providing substantive professional development, 
mentoring, networking opportunities, and opportunities to 
develop leadership and public speaking skills. We promote 
the involvement of our members in the community by 
providing opportunities for leadership, community service, 
and by encouraging cooperation between other student 
and community organizations.

As a member of APALSA during my 2L and current 3L 
year, I’ve only benefitted exponentially. I received so much 
help in 2L from my fellow upper class students. If it wasn’t 
for being a member of APALSA, I wouldn’t have had the 
opportunity to obtain the help that I received. Currently as 
a 3L student, I do my best to return the favor and provide 
members with MBEs, past exams, outlines, and other 
academic materials to help them thrive and succeed.

One of the many perks of being a member of APALSA is 
the option to receive apparel, outlines, previous exams, 
scholarship opportunities, social networking events, and 
much more. We are a team that supports each other as we 
journey our way through law school here at Lincoln. And of 
course, all students are welcome to join.

Lincoln Law Chapter of Lambda Law  
Students Association 
By Kevin Roux | Class of 2020 
The Lincoln Law Chapter of Lambda Law Students 
Association (Lambda) was established in 2016 and is 
composed of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT), 
and allied students, faculty and staff. Lambda’s mission is 
community involvement, education, and activism. To that 
end, Lambda participates in events that raise awareness 
of LGBT legal issues on campus and in the community. The 
group also provides a supportive space for LGBT students 
at Lincoln through academic and professional support 
programs and a variety of social opportunities. Lambda 
additionally strives to attract and retain LGBT law students, 
but membership is open to all who are interested. We are 
committed to openness, inclusivity, and active advocacy. 

Lambda was founded with the hope to represent a 
community that was under-represented at Lincoln Law. 
This organization fosters community involvement and 
welcomes any person to join in support of a community-
based volunteerism. We envisioned this chapter to be open 
to all people to promote inclusivity. As this is Lambda’s 
first official year, we are thrilled that the majority of our 
members are represented as allies for the cause. We 
plan for this chapter to stay involved with the Sacramento 
community in providing our law students the opportunity to 
volunteer for need-based free legal clinics.

Furthermore, Lambda strives to connect our members with 
the surrounding businesses that provide scholarships. In 
2016, I was awarded a generous scholarship from the 
Sacramento Rainbow Chamber of Commerce. Because of 
those funds, I was able to purchase all of my 1L required 
materials. In 2017, our Vice President Reina Miller was 
awarded another scholarship from them as well. We have 
already developed relationships with many alliance groups 
within Sacramento and all of whom are excited about us 
establishing a chapter at Lincoln and are persistent on 
aiding our members with mentoring and most importantly, 
with available student scholarships. It’s simple to join 
Lambda and we do not impose annual membership fees. 

Latina/o Law Student Association & Justice Reynoso 
By Anna Lilly Zepeda | Class of 2020 
The purpose of the Latina/o Law Student Association (LLSA) is to 
advance Latina/o law students through support, advocacy, and 
professional development by articulating and promoting their 
societal needs. We also strive to develop a network among Latina/o 
law students and attorneys in the Sacramento area, as well as 
foster the exchange of ideas and promote a deeper understanding 
of the legal, political, and social status of Latina/o Americans in 
society. We urge and encourage leadership, participation, and 
involvement in the greater Latina/o American community, and 
promote awareness of the feasibility and opportunities for pursuing 
a law career in order to encourage the retention and recruitment of 
Latina/o students. 

LLSA is also committed to assisting its members to succeed and 
excel through their law school careers. LLSA accomplishes this by 
providing support programs which include study groups and access 
to study aids. Beyond academic support, LLSA hosts several social 
activities throughout the year, such as our annual guest speaker 
event. These types of activities are an excellent opportunity for us to 
socialize with other students, professors outside the classroom, and 
practicing professionals within our community.

This year, LLSA was very honored to have Justice Cruz Reynoso 
speak at Lincoln. He is truly a visionary inspiration, who is 
recognized for his leadership in civil rights, immigration and 
refugee policy, government reform, the administration of justice, 
legal services for the indigent, and education. He was born in 
Brea, California. At a very young age, Justice Reynoso began his 
hard work in Orange Grove of southern California and central 
valley where his parents tended to local farms. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree from Pomona College. Following his graduation, 
he enlisted in the United States Military for two years. At the end of 
his service, he went back to earn his law degree from UC Berkeley 
School of Law. After graduation, Justice Reynoso co-founded the 
California Rural Legal Assistance organization, a non-profit law 
firm advocacy group that works to advance the interest of minority 
and underserved populations. Governor Jerry Brown, who was 
also Governor in 1974, nominated Justice Reynoso to be on the 
California Court of Appeals, and in 1981, he nominated him to 
the California Supreme Court, making him the first Latino to preside 
over California’s highest court. This is truly an inspiration for all of 
us! In 2000, President Bill Clinton honored Justice Reynoso’s with a 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, the country’s highest civilian honor, 
for his lifelong devotion to public service. 

Today, Justice Reynoso continues to remain active in the legal 
community, while teaching at King Hall School of Law at UC Davis. 
LLSA wishes to thank all students and faculty who attended the 
lecture, Lincoln Law School for supporting the organization’s first 
speaker event, and a very special thanks to George Acero for 
introducing Justice Reynoso to LLSA. LLSA hopes to continue and 
empower Lincoln Law School Students with such great events and 
encourage students to strive for success.

stuDEnt 
ORganIzatIOns
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Black Law Students Association 
By Kamara Larry | Class of 2018 
The Black Law Students Association (BLSA) of Lincoln Law 
School is a chapter of the Western region of the National 
Black Law Students Association. BLSA was founded in 2014 
with the mission of increasing the presence, retention, and 
success of black students at Lincoln Law School. However, 
we are open to all students and have great diversity in our 
organization’s membership. 

BLSA strives to create a community on campus where fellow 
students can join together for support, encouragement, and 
assistance geared toward academic advancement. We also 
serve to inform our members of social, professional, and 
scholarship opportunities through the Wiley Manuel Bar 
Association and other local organizations.

BLSA works to help empower and give back to our 
community through collection drives and community service. 
Last year, BLSA began a school supplies drive, where we 
were able to collect 45 backpacks and over 700 school 
supplies, benefitting youth in the surrounding Sacramento 
area. This year, we were able to collect 54 backpacks and 
711 school supplies, benefitting Saint John’s Program of 
Sacramento, which helps women and children escaping 
poverty, homelessness and abuse. Additionally, BLSA has 
volunteered at Saint John’s and donated a portion of the 
proceeds from our fundraising efforts.

Around the holidays, BLSA volunteers to help those in need. 
Last year, we helped feed the hungry at the TLC Soup  
Kitchen. This year, BLSA will be volunteering at Stanford 
Youth Solutions Holiday Store, which is an organization 
dedicated to help families and at-risk youth by giving hand-
picked gifts to children who might not otherwise have a 
present to open on Christmas. 

This past November, BLSA organized an event where we 
were fortunate to have Justice Vance Raye, the Presiding 
Justice of the 3rd District Court of Appeals, as a guest 
speaker at our school. It was a tremendous event!

Benefits for students who join BLSA include involvement in 
the community, as well as making genuine connections with 
other students. Those connections will not only be a positive 
influence over the next 4 years, but will lead to lasting 
relationships that you will carry with you throughout your 
career. If you are interested in joining BLSA, email  
us at lincolnsac@nblsa.org.

lincolnsac@nblsa.org


24 25

IF yOu aRE REsOLutELy 

DEtERMInED tO MakE a 

LawyER OF yOuRsELF, 

thE thIng Is MORE 

than haLF DOnE 

aLREaDy. . . . gEt thE 

BOOks anD REaD anD 

stuDy thEM tILL yOu 

unDERstanD thEM In 

thEIR PRInCIPLEs;  

that Is thE MaIn thIng.

25

SBA
WJS

Student Bar Association 
By Lee Moore | Class of 2019 
This year, as your elected officers of the Student Bar 
Association (SBA), we have set out to; promote different 
and unique social events catered to varying interests 
of the student body, collaborate with the other student 
organizations, and ensure that the lines of communication 
are open between students, staff, and alumni. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to serve you.

One of the many goals of the SBA for the current academic 
year is to institute a student Mentor Program. In September, 
the SBA worked with 1L, 2L, and 3L students to match 
a senior mentor with a junior mentee. The goal of the 
program is to strengthen the Lincoln student community 
by providing one-on-one support for students as they go 
through law school. Mentors provide guidance, outlines, 
and advice on whatever the mentee is looking for help 
with. The Mentor Program also provides each student with 
access to a digital drive containing outlines, audio rules, 
exam example answers, practice MBE’s, and more. To 
date, the program has provided a senior mentor to 82 
students at Lincoln Law School.

We started off the 2017-2018 school year with the annual 
River Cats game on July 8, 2017. We rented out a large 
suite and had an excellent turnout with a good mix of 
students from each class as well as several members of the 
alumni and staff. This year, we had baseball style T-shirts 
made with the Lincoln logo on it to show our school spirit. 
There was great food, lots of mingling, and we all enjoyed 
a Star Wars themed fireworks show after the game. This 
is an annual event, and if you were unable to attend last 
year, we encourage you to go next year.

Each year, the SBA hosts a Book Sale providing students 
the opportunity to sell their used books to underclassmen. 
This year, we held the book sale at school the second week 
of August. In addition to providing a valuable resource for 
students, the Book Sale is a great way for the SBA team 
to meet incoming 1Ls and students from other classes. 
We enjoyed acting as a liaison between the students to 
host a successful event where all textbooks and many 
supplemental materials were sold. The SBA is grateful 
for everyone’s participation in contributing to another 
successful Book Sale. Coming into the 2017-18 academic 
year, one of the SBA’s goals is to launch a Book Rental 
program. The goal of the program is to reduce student 
book costs by $100-200 (compared to commercial rental 
programs) if you rent all your books from another student; 
while giving students who have completed the classes a 
way to recoup the cost of the books they purchased and 

are keeping. We received significant feedback from 
students expressing their interest, and we are currently 
working on launching this new program. 

Typically, the SBA sponsors a back to school picnic in 
August or September, but this year, we decided to do 
something a little bit different. Lincoln started a Friday 
night review program wherein the top students from each 
subject hold review session for the current students in 
that class. In order to promote this excellent program, we 
decided to provide Beach Hut Deli sandwiches and chips 
for every student who attended the first review session. 
This was a way for us to collaborate with administration 
and entice students to attend with the promise of delicious 
sandwiches! The turnout was wonderful, the sandwiches 
were a hit, and the Friday night review sessions have 
proved to be very beneficial to all participants. 

On October 28th, just after everyone’s first midterm 
of the year, the SBA collaborated with the Women’s 
Justice Society to throw our annual fall mixer and silent 
auction. We rented out the patio of Il Fornaio restaurant 
downtown, had delicious appetizers, and enjoyed a beer 
and wine bar. Members of the WJS were able to get a 
wonderful variety of donations to be auctioned off; there 
were wine and chocolate baskets, an original painting 
from a student, spa deals, food and coffee vouchers, and 
of course, “dates” with our favorite professors either on 
the golf course, at their favorite restaurant, at the River 
Cats stadium, or in their chambers. We had over 100 
attendees and a great time was had by all!

Most recently, in response to the fires that devastated 
Northern California, the SBA organized an emergency 
response donation drive. Over the course of 5 days, 
students and faculty donated $440, as well as large 
amounts of clothing and food items. The money  
donated was spent on the most necessary items needed 
by displaced families. All items were delivered directly  
to firehouses, shelters and hotels where people who  
lost their homes were being temporarily housed.  
The SBA is incredibly grateful for everyone’s  
kindness and generosity. 

We look forward to serving you through the rest 
of this school year and we hope to see you at one 
of our future events. We are always open to your 
thoughts, suggestions, and ideas, so please find 
one of us on campus and say hello, or email us at: 
lincolnlawschoolsba@gmail.com.

Women’s Justice Society (WJS) 
By Nathalie Nguyen | Class of 2020 
The Women’s Justice Society (WJS) is a non-profit 
organization that supports issues concerning women, 
the needs of its members, and the Lincoln community. 
We continue to provide support for our members 
in both professional and personal development, 
as well as address societal challenges, recognize 
achievements of members, and pledge to pave a 
positive path for women in the legal community.  
Our organization hosts various events with 
community partners, as well as workshops for 
professional development, volunteer activities,  
and prestigious speaker events.

Each year, WJS and SBA host the student mixer 
for Lincoln. WJS historically hosts the annual silent 
auction to raise revenue for our members. Last year’s 
funds will be used to sponsor a girl who will be the 
first to graduate from high school this year, as well as 
provide additional support for our female students to 
achieve academic success.

Our organization’s overall goal is to provide 
opportunities and platforms that enhance the social 
and professional lives of our members, as well 
as create a powerful community of lawyers with 
a dramatic collective impact on the Sacramento 
community. This spring, WJS will host a resume 
building workshop coinciding with the Lincoln  
career fair. WJS will also host a spring Luncheon 
with Lincoln Alumni and Sacramento’s former District 
Attorney Jan Scully. Details will be released early 
spring. Lastly, WJS will be planning a community 
service project to benefit an organization that 
provides support for women and children in need. 
Please feel free to find a member and ask us 
questions. Your support as a community  
is always appreciated. 

WJS is an all-inclusive organization, which means 
any individual at Lincoln Law School who is 
interested in issues concerning women is invited to 
join and participate in our programs. If interested, 
please contact WJS by email wjslincoln@gmail.com. 
Thank you and we look forward to having you! 

Nathalie Nguyen, President of WJS

Lincoln Law School JD Candidate, 2020

lincolnlawschoolsba@gmail.com
wjslincoln@gmail.com



