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Dear Class of 2016:

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, faculty, and administration of Lincoln Law School of Sacramento I offer my sincere and 
heartfelt congratulations to the Class of 2016. You have worked hard, accomplished much and enriched your lives by exploring 
and taking advantage of the opportunities provided by our school. As with the previous graduating classes you successfully 
withstood a rigorous academic program culminating with your graduation and the upcoming California Bar Examination.

Graduation is an occasion for you to pause in your journey and to take stock in what you have accomplished. Each of you 
share the same qualities of those who have come before you – dedication, determination and desire to succeed while balancing 
school with your family life and daytime employment. You met the challenge head on and are better off for it. The Mission of 
Lincoln Law School is “to provide an excellent education, at an affordable cost to qualified applicants.” Since 1969 Lincoln has 
stayed true to its Mission and, as a result, you enter this honored profession with the education, training and ability to succeed. 

It goes without saying that a great part of your success is because of your family and friends who have stood beside you these 
past four years. To them I give my personal thanks for their support, encouragement, sacrifice and love which has been crucial to 
the success of our graduates. 

The Class of 2016 should also give thanks to the very special community you built. Even though most all of you were strangers 
when you began law school you have become close friends. For many the path was not smooth and in spite of significant 
obstacles you succeeded together, you helped each other, and shared memories and hopes. In doing so, you have found some 
of your dearest friends and future colleagues. Your classmates are among the most precious gifts you take with you from your 
time at Lincoln and you should hold them dear. 

In writing this message I thought about words of guidance that I may offer to law students in general and the Class of 2016 
in particular. In doing so I looked at what others have said about the law and came upon this quote from John F. Kennedy. 
“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain to miss the future.” And in discussing 
the future French poet and novelist Victor Hugo said, “The future has several names. For the weak it is impossible. For the 
fainthearted it is unknown. For the thoughtful and valiant it is ideal.” So I suggest you heed the words of John Kennedy and 
Victor Hugo – don’t look to the past and instead look to the future. Do your best, be strong, have no fear, practice law with 
honesty and civility, provide your clients strong shoulders to lean on, caring hands to hold and most importantly cherish your 
reputations as honest and forthright individuals providing solutions rather than problems. Above all treat each day as a great 
challenge because those challenges create great opportunities. 

In closing, I wish you all the best and salute you for all you will do to make your families, friends and Lincoln Law School of 
Sacramento proud of you and your accomplishments. 

 Sincerely, 
 James M. Schiavenza, Dean
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Four years ago, the Class of 2016 entered the halls of Lincoln Law School to be welcomed by Dean Schiavenza. 
Students entered the doors of classroom “A” nervously not knowing exactly what they were getting into or excitedly 
ready to take notes for the day and jump start the next four years. The next four years became one of the most 
trying, but worthwhile experiences of their lives.  Congratulations Class of 2016! You completed your last year of 
law school! This is such a celebratory event and you deserve every minute of it for enduring through those sleepless 
nights, those moments of stress, the headaches, the tears, and so much more.  Your hard-work and perseverance have 
brought you to this point, but remember it does not end here; you have one more hurdle to overcome, the California 
bar examination. Continue in your preparation and those who have not started, there is no better time to begin than 
NOW. You have gotten this far, keep going!  

Classes of 2017 and 2018 you have survived another year and are getting one step closer to reaching the end 
of your law school journey. Keep it up! Class of 2017, a word to the wise, use this summer break to prepare your 
outlines for the bar examination. 

Class of 2019, you did it! You completed your first year. Pat yourselves on the back, because this was the first step in 
progressing through the next few years. We hope you enjoyed your first year and look forward to the years to come.

Class of 2020, our pre-Ls, welcome to Lincoln Law School! We are excited to have you on campus and look forward 
to interacting with you all. 

We would like to thank Dean Schiavenza for working tirelessly to make this edition of the Voir Dire possible. 
Additionally, we would like to thank our writers for taking the time out of their busy schedules and supporting us 
through the process of putting together the Graduation Edition of the Voir Dire.  A special thank you to our 1L writers, 
you all did a great job and we hope you will continue writing in the coming years. 

We truly feel honored to serve as editors of this year’s Voir Dire. One of the greatest strengths of Lincoln Law School is 
the faculty that pushes students to explore and grow while providing constant guidance and encouragement.  We are 
humbled to have this opportunity to write for a paper that represents Lincoln Law School.

For this edition of the Voir Dire, we decided to take a different approach, and have our writers choose any topic of 
interest to write about. As usual, our goal with the Voir Dire is to educate our readers as to prominent legal issues that 
not only our legal system faces today, but most importantly our community. We aim to shed light on matters of which 
the legal community and the general public should be aware. As a result, we hope you enjoy this edition of the Voir 
Dire and as always, thank you for reading this year’s Graduation Edition.

Sincerely,

James Pearson, Class of 2017 and Lusine M Sarkisyan, Class of 2016

leTTer from 
The eDiTors

Cesar Perez, Sr. began the game with the National 

Anthem and then student Chris Testerman introduced 

each player with witty nick-names!  Chris and Dean 

Schiavenza ran the score board again this year and did 

a great job. 

The game itself was a real nail biter for the students, 

because for the first three quarters the students were 

trailing the entire time.  We thought we were going to 

lose the hard-won title that we have held for the last three 

years.  However, the students pulled it out in for the 4th 

quarter for the win.  

After the game, everyone headed to Chicago Fire 

Pizza where we enjoyed a buffet of pizza, salad and 

beverages.  In addition to hosting our post-game pizza 

party, Chicago Fire Pizza also donated a gift certificate 

for our half-time raffle. There was plenty of food for all 

and everyone was able to mingle and have a great time. 

Then came the pièce de résistance – this year’s Barrister’s 

Ball on March 19, 2016.  If I do say so this was the 

best yet.  The SBA was able to reserve the Crocker Art 

Museum for the event and the night started in the old 

ballroom of the Crocker.  People entered through the 

large double doors and meandered into the ballroom 

where they were able to have drinks and mingle for the 

first hour.  Photos were taken, and friends greeted each 

other.  The revelers were then escorted back through the 

front entrance into the newer part of the Crocker and 

into Friedman Court.  The Crocker just installed a new 

chandelier in the entrance; ours was the first event to 

enjoy it.  As we entered the court, it was formally set 

On February 27, 2016, the Student Bar Association 

again hosted its annual basketball game between the 

students and the alumni/faculty.  We feared for the teams 

this year because both had many injured players.  As it 

turned out, both sides had great players!  

As students, friends and family arrived, they were able 

to purchase tickets to this year’s half-time raffle.  We 

had an array of great items that were given away.  The 

prizes included tickets to this year’s Barrister’s Ball, 

gift certificates to the Popcorn Store, and Icing on the 

Cupcake in addition to gift certificates to purchase 

Lincoln gear to help show your school spirit.  This 

year we also had several alumni and local businesses 

generously donate as well: Realtor Gina Borges donated 

a gift certificate to Blue Sky Day Spa for a Swedish 

Massage and Foot Treatment; the Law Office of Bowman 

& Associates donated a well filled gift basket; Dan 

Hernandez of Smolich & Smolich donated wine from his 

family Napa Valley winery, Noemi Vineyards; and Robert 

Smolich of the Law Office of Smolich & Smolich donated 

tickets to a Sacramento Kings game.  We also received 

a gift certificate for a loaf of bread each week for a year 

from The Bread Store, donated by owner Andy Smith and 

alumna Julie Doumit of Wright & Doumit.  

Our Grand Prize was donated by Chris Wood of Dreyer 

Babich Buccola Wood Campora, LLP.  His donation of 

floor tickets to a Sacramento Kings game together with 

a buffet dinner and parking sparked the interest of many 

people and was the highlight of the raffle.  The SBA 

would like to thank all who donated for helping to make 

the half-time raffle a huge success!

a leTTer  
froM the sba
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a complicated area of the law.  She was patient and 

always willing to help us understand the subtle nuances of 

all aspects of the issues that came up in that class.

The evening was a spectacular and one that will be 

remembered by all attendees.  

The current SBA board is sad (but excited) to say goodbye 

this year, not only as board members, but as students as 

well.  We are all graduating and will be going on to 

take (and pass) the bar examination in July.  Although we 

will no longer be students, we plan to be involved in the 

school through the Alumni Association.  Just when you 

thought you all had seen the last of us!  Never!  (*Insert 

evil laugh*)

Always, 

Chris Testerman, President

Phanou Ruanjsan, Vice President

Jackie Jaynes-Creel, Treasurer

Deborah Bartlett, Secretary

sTuDenT bar  

   

seConD annual  
aPalsa Job fair

and open doors to Lincoln students for internships, 

clerkships, volunteer opportunities and paying jobs. This 

has been a successful and well attended event that has 

allowed students to talk and network with local, practicing 

attorneys, and in many cases, has allowed our students to 

get internships and jobs.  

Many students attended with the sole goal of fact finding 

and gaining information that will be helpful in their own 

search for an internship. A few students to whom I spoke 

said that finding out what type of law they do not want to 

practice is just as important as discovering what you want 

to do and a volunteer opportunity and/or internship is a 

wonderful place to explore just that. 

Internship units are available to third and fourth year 

students who are academically in good standing and to 

ensure that all internships provide appropriate education 

benefit, internship activities must be evaluated and 

approved by the Dean and Professor Perry who oversees 

Lincoln’s internship program. Internship proposal forms are 

available in the administrative office. If you are interested 

in interning at a company or government agency, but you 

aren’t sure if they offer such an opportunity, the best thing 

to do is reach out and ask them.  Attending APALSA’s job 

fair is also a great place to start.  

By Lee Donlon | Class of 2019

In continuing with Lincoln’s efforts to help students 

navigate through law school and life beyond, on 

February 27th, APALSA held their Second Annual Law 

Career Fair here at Lincoln. 

Many of us started law school with great ambitions and 

goals, but were perhaps not exactly sure what we wanted 

to do after graduation. During your first and second year, 

the goal is to survive. You learn what works for you, what 

study methods are best, and how to balance school and 

life. By the third year of law school, you are considering 

what type of law you want to practice and what steps 

are needed to get there.  The current legal field is such 

that graduating from law school and passing the bar may 

not be enough to get the job you want. One way to get 

a leg up and gain experience while still in school is to 

participate in an internship. Additionally, you can earn 

a maximum of four units on a credit/no credit basis for 

internship activities. One unit of credit will be granted for 

each 45 hours of internship activity, and no more than two 

units of credit will be granted in any semester. 

With this knowledge, next comes the question: How do 

I get started on finding an internship? Enter the job fair! 

For the second year, APALSA gathered over 20 different 

state and local government agencies as well as private 

law firms to showcase their different areas of practice 
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with white chairs and place settings against black table 

linens.  The tables were also decorated with simple but 

beautiful rose bouquets set on candlesticks with rose 

petals strewn on the tables.  The effect was stunning.  

Hanging from the ceiling were two large silver balloons 

from the Crocker’s Andy Warhol exhibit.  They added 

just the right touch to the event. Our photographer was 

there recording the event and taking photos of couples 

and groups in front of the Lincoln Law School banner.  

We also had a terrific disc jockey and a photo booth 

for everyone to enjoy.  

Soon the food was served.  It began with a simply 

scrumptious salad.  Then came the entrees; each was 

delicious.  Afterwards, a simply divine chocolate 

mousse cake was served with coffee.  

During a lull between dinner courses, Dean Schiavenza 

introduced the honored guests in attendance as well 

as the staff and their guests.  The Dean also talked 

about the school and its wonderful history.  Finally, 

he congratulated last year’s graduating class because 

despite the fact that he had been told that it was 

the worst bar pass rate overall in many years, they 

excelled and the pass rate for Lincoln Law School of 

Sacramento was one of the highest, beating out many 

ABA accredited schools and out-of- state law schools.  

Finally, before opening the dance floor, current SBA 

President Chris Testerman was able to speak.  He 

said that he had been honored over this past year to 

be able to serve the students together with the other 

members of the board of the SBA which included 

Phanou Ruanjsan as Vice President, Jackie Jaynes-Creel 

as Treasurer and Deborah Bartlett as Secretary.  

Chris was also asked to announce Professor of the 

Year.  This year, the 4L class voted for Professor Heather 

Kenny, Lincoln’s Real Property instructor.  The 4L class 

was her first class at Lincoln Law School and we have 

fond memories of that year as we all struggled to learn 
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WoMen’s JusTiCe  
soCieTy hoPes  
to sTarT a neW  
linColn TraDiTion.

By Diane Gee | Class of 2019

When Women’s Justice Society Treasurer Krista Lister 

suggested having a luncheon, she said her “vision was 

to bring students, faculty, and alumni together to have an 

open and meaningful discussion about women’s issues, 

specifically women who practice law.”  The luncheon 

included lunch, refreshments, and dessert.

On Saturday, April 9th the WJS hosted its First Annual 

Spring Luncheon at Ten22 Restaurant. The event featured 

three women guest speakers: Professor Linda Parisi and 

Erica and Jessica her two daughters who are also local 

attorneys. They discussed the, “Challenges and Triumphs of 

Being Women of the Law.” 

Both Professor Parisi and Erica are graduates of Lincoln 

Law School of Sacramento, while Jessica graduated from 

University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law. All three 

women are successful criminal defense attorneys and they 

practice law together at the same Sacramento firm. 

This was a new event for the WJS and the decision to 

choose Professor Parisi, Erica and Jessica as inaugural 

speakers came from the fact that these women embody 

values that are valuable to the legal community. 

Additionally, Professor Parisi was selected because she has 

inspired many students, has had a wonderfully successful 

legal career, and has created a legacy for herself and 

her daughters. The women were encouraged to speak 

freely about their experiences as women in the legal field, 

the challenges and triumphs they encountered along the 

way, what those experiences have meant, and how the 

experiences have shaped them as attorneys.

Krista’s hope is that the luncheon “will empower the women 

law students and attorneys who attend, and help to build 

a strong network of future women attorneys.” Krista says it 

is her intent that this lunch becomes an annual event and 

carries on after she graduates. If you have questions or 

would like to be a guest speaker for the next luncheon, 

please email WJS at wjslincon@gmail.com.

 

This year was the 9th annual competition which was held 

March 12th and 13th and the fourth year students from 

Lincoln Law School have participated.  This year was the 

first year Lincoln entered three teams into the competition.  

The team members were:  Nichole Dickinson [4L], Breanne 

Lard [4L], Mark Saakian [4L], Ellen Fawl [3L], Carmen 

Jimenez [3L], and Alyssa Kubochi [3L].  Team members 

worked diligently for two months through December and 

January briefing the 25 page competition problem with a 

focal point on the Japanese Culture’s Ketsueki-gata or blood-

type personality analysis.  Something unique to this year’s 

competition was the winning briefs were made available 

for review to all the teams which is a great learning tool for 

all involved to be able to examine  and assess the form and 

content of the better briefs.

While the teams from Lincoln Law School did not place 

amongst the top three in the various categories, the team 

members did glean invaluable real life experience.  Through 

the preparation of the briefs through the oral arguments 

each team member was able to apply what they have 

been learning and studying in the classroom to a “real life” 

scenario.  The feedback the teams received was invaluable 

and can be used throughout their careers.

One of the team members Ellen Fawl, wishes to take what 

she has learned a step further next year by creating “mini 

seminars” and working with interested 3L and 2L students 

to prepare them for writing a brief on asylum law and 

exposing the prospective team members to the in’s and out’s 

of the competition process.  For Ellen, she “learned a great 

deal about how to apply the law in the real world” and this 

was an exciting event that helped her get her “mojo back”!

Congratulations to all our team members and thank you for 

proudly representing Lincoln Law School!

By Diane Gee | Class of 2019

Moot Court is a required summer class for all students 

following the completion of their second year of study and 

is described as a class which teaches “practical instruction 

in the skills, techniques, and format of brief preparation, 

procedure in reviewing courts, oral presentation of facts 

and law, and persuasive argument.”  If you enjoyed the 

challenge of Moot Court, there is an optional competition 

in the Asylum and Refugee Law National Moot Court 

Competition (“Moot Court Competition”) sponsored by the 

University of California, Davis.  

The Moot Court Competition at the University of California, 

Davis is the only competition of its kind in the country 

dedicated solely to asylum and refugee law and the 

only Moot Court competition on the West Coast focused 

exclusively on immigration law.  Teams from law schools 

all over the country compete in a hypothetical appeal to 

the United States Supreme Court.  The competition is in 

two parts.  Essentially, each team is given just over two 

months to submit a written brief on a hypothetical problem 

then a few weeks later the teams participate in the two-day 

oral argument segment of the competition.  The rules of the 

competition state that team members are not to “receive help 

of any kind from faculty members or other individuals with 

writing or editing the brief.”  While the team members can 

solicit general assistance from faculty or others, the teams 

are not to receive “substantive advice” in relation to the 

problem for the competition.  The teams are charged with 

doing their own research and writing their own brief on 

behalf of either the petitioner or respondent.  The teams do 

not know until they register for the competition which side of 

the problem they will be arguing as these are assigned by 

the competition coordinators.  However, while each team’s 

brief is written for only one side, the teams are required to 

orally argue both sides of the issue during the competition.

The uC Davis  
asyluM MooT  
CourT CoMPeTiTion
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Below is some additional information about the competition:

	 •	 What schools were represented?

  California Western School of Law
  Chapman University, Fowler School of Law
  Empire College School of Law
  Lincoln Law School of Sacramento
  Loyola Law School
  Santa Clara University
  UC Berkeley School of Law
  UC Davis School of Law
  UC Hastings School of Law
  UCLA School of Law
  Western State College of Law
  Whittier Law School
	 •	 	Where there volunteers assisting the team in 

preparing for the competition?  

   Volunteers who assisted with preparing for the 
competition include Dean James Schiavenza, Rudy 
Garza (2L), Daniel Repp (2L), Eric Goodman (2L), 
Nathan Hyde (2L), James Riley (2L), Brittany Sanford 
(2L), Brian Sytsma (2L), and Scott Ramos (3L).

	 •	 How does the team prepare for the competition?

   Preparation included careful review of the materials, 
anticipating the position and arguments from the other 
side, determining various combinations to allow for 
successful agreements, developing strategies and 
tactics to reach settlement, and trying it out in mock 
negotiations against volunteers.

	 •	 What classes should one have already taken?

   Real Property, Professional Responsibility, and 
Alternative Dispute Resolution/Negotiations should 
be taken first. Evidence and Environmental Law are 
helpful, as well.

	 •	 What year in school should team members be?

  2Ls, 3Ls and 4Ls are welcome!

By Diane Gee | Class of 2019 

Do you have a passion for environmental law?  Is public 
speaking challenging for you?  Are you a quick thinker 
able to effectively respond to questions and statements from 
others?  Then the negotiations competition team is for you!  

March 18, 2016 was the date of the 17th Annual Student 
Environmental Negotiations Competition presented by the 
Environmental Law Section of the State Bar of California 
and hosted by the UCLA School of Law.  The competition 
is limited to twenty teams of two and is open to all students 
who have completed their first year of law school from any 
California law school. 

This year was Lincoln Law School’s third year taking  
part in the competition and the second consecutive year 
for Sarah Bain (4L) and Elizabeth Fortune Handy (4L) to 
represent Lincoln.  The team’s mentor and faculty advisor 
was again Professor Heather Kenny our second year real 
property professor.  

This year, our team “did excellent in their first round, which 
they won” according to Professor Kenny.  Their second 
round was rough and they did not make it to the final 
round.  However, they both obtained real life experience 
and continued to grow their negotiation skills through this 
fantastic opportunity while proudly representing Lincoln Law 
School of Sacramento.

17Th annual sTuDenT 
environMenTal 
negoTiaTions 
CoMPeTiTion

Sarah Bain, Class of 2016 & Elizabeth  
Fortune-Handy, Class of 2016

	 •	 How does the competition format work? 

   There are two preliminary rounds and one final 
round.  The preliminary rounds are 100 minutes 
each.  The first part is a 60-minute negotiating 
period, which is followed by a 10-minute break for 
the judges to discuss the negotiation.  Afterward, 
each team gets 15 minutes alone with the judges 
for a self-analysis and to hear the judges’ feedback 
about their performance. The final round is two 
hours. There is a 75-minute negotiating period, 
which is followed by a 10-minute break for the 
judges to discuss the teams’ performances. Finally, 
each team has 15 minutes to do a self-analysis and 
get feedback from the judges. At no time is the team 
coach allowed to talk to the participants, although 
he or she can sit in on the self-analysis and feedback 
portion for his or her team.

	 •	 What was the competition like for you?

   It was a great learning experience. We put a lot 
of effort into our practice rounds and had so many 
helpful people volunteer to help us prepare.

   At the competition, we were up against two 
strong teams. During Round 1, the judges really 
appreciated our flexibility with opposing counsel 
and refusal to be flustered by their intimidation 
tactics. We scored high and the judges were 
pleased. Round 2 was a different type of team 
than we had previously faced, but we were able 
to remain professional and get a good result. They 
engaged in ad hominem attacks, which doesn’t 
usually happen at this type of competition, but it 
was a good way to prepare us for the unexpected, 
which we’ll certainly face on the bar exam and as 
practicing attorneys.

   We should find out sometime this week where we 
placed in the competition.

	 •	 Why be on the Negotiations Competition Team?

   Learning how to negotiate is something that 
an attorney will use every single day. You are 
constantly negotiating both large and small items 
with clients and other attorneys, whether it’s a 
retainer agreement, or the wording in a contract 
clause, or where you’re going to have a meeting. 
It’s an invaluable skill.  Once you understand the 
nuances, you’ll realize that you use negotiation skills 
in everyday life, e.g., when buying a computer or 
a car, when signing a phone contract or hiring an 
architect, when purchasing a new house or signing 
a lease agreement. 

	 •	 How does one become a team member?

   Due to the number of students who have 
demonstrated an interest in competing next year, 
there will likely be try-outs held in the fall to 
determine next year’s team(s). The Dean will most 
likely set a mandatory minimum GPA and taking his 
ADR/Negotiations class will be a prerequisite for 
trying out.

	 •	  Are the competitions always focused on 
environmental law?

   This particular competition is organized by the 
Environmental Law Division of the State Bar, but 
there are competitions that focus on other areas, 
such as Sports Law, and Entertainment Law.  

	 •	 Final thoughts:

  We had a great experience!

17th AnnuAl

17th AnnuAl
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a brief hisTory  
of  The bar exaM

The fall of the Western Roman Empire that plunged Europe into 
the Dark Ages also brought with it the demise of the true legal 
professional.5 Nonetheless, the Renaissance, the period of time 
that linked the Middle Ages and modern history— developed 
an ethos and resurgence toward the importance of art, 
architecture, politics, science and literature. 

Consequently, in the early 13th century, many courts in Europe 
began a systematic approach toward regulation that required 
lawyers to swear an oath of admission before practicing 
law.6 By 1250, the foundation of the new legal profession in 
Europe had been laid.7 In 1275, England enacted a statute 
that outlined punishment for lawyers guilty of deceit. In 1280, 
the mayor’s court of London created regulations concerning 
admission procedures—including the administration of an 
oath.8

The need for steep regulation in the law profession is seemingly 
obvious. Lawyers are entrusted by the public to plead the 
cause of another. When the stakes are high, as is the case with 
many legal matters, it becomes necessary to ensure that those 
authorized to practice law are knowledgeable, competent, 
persevering, and ethically sound. 

The first Bar Exam on the mainland was executed at a time 
when we still marched to the drum of a king. In 1763, the 
Colony of Delaware tested the legal aptitude of would-be 
attorneys by way of an oral assessment in front of a judge. This 
was a common method of evaluation across America for the 
next one hundred years.9 

By Anthony Wallen | Class of 2019 

It is that time of year again. The battle-hardened 4Ls are 
preparing for their last and final battle. They assemble to enter 
the Colosseum to meet a formidable foe—the Bar Examination. 
Just like the gladiators of the past, one could not enter the grand 
amphitheatre, or in the 4L’s case—sit for the Bar Exam, without 
first successfully proving themselves on the smaller stage. The 
road to the main stage is an arduous one and usually only 
travelled by the diligent and over-wary. At minimum, they will 
have at least attained an Associate’s degree, prepared for  
and taken the LSAT, accepted into law school, survived 1L, 
and lived to see graduation. Their moral characters are in the 
affirmative and are well versed in legal ethics. 

Taking the Bar Exam and passing it is a right of passage 
endured by almost every living attorney—a hazing ritual of 
sorts.1 In other words, as Professor Gold often eloquently states 
to 1Ls, “You gotta get your ticket.” Given all that has to be 
accomplished to sit for the Bar, an obvious question remains: 
Why do we have to take the tormenting exam in the first place? 

As the old adage goes, “Necessity is the mother of invention.” 
The need for a legal professional probably became apparent 
along side the first recorded comprehensive set of laws—The 
Code of Hammurabi.2  

The legal profession gradually became polished with the 
skilled orators of Ancient Greece who were trained in rhetoric.3 
However, the first individuals to practice the legal profession, 
openly and legally, were the great orators of Ancient Rome 
who later became entitled, Juris Consulti.4 

a brief hisTory  
of  The bar exaM

1An exception to this statement is students who currently graduate from a Wisconsin 
based law school. They did not have to sit for the bar exam to practice law in 
Wisconsin. There have also been other states that have modernly used this method, 
but have since abolished the practice. Beverly Moran, The Wisconsin Diploma 
Privilege: Try It, You’ll Like It, 2000 Wis. L. Rev. 645, 648. 
2The Code of Hammurabi dates back to about 1754 BC.
3It should not be surprising that many law schools practice the Socratic method as a 
part of their pedagological approach. This method has been around since roughly 
the 5th century BC existing as an art of persuasion. 
4John A. Crook, Law and Life of Ancient Rome (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1967), 88 and 90. 
5James A. Brundage, “The Rise of the Professional Jurist in the Thirteenth Century,” 
20 Syracuse J. Int’l & Com. 185 (1994).

6Brundage, 188.
7Brundage, 190.
8John Hamilton Baker, An Introduction to Britich Legal History, 3rd ed. (London: 
Butterworths, 1990), 179. 
9California State Bar, “California Bar Examination: Information and History,” 
accessed February 21, 2016, http://admissions.calbar.ca.gov/portals/4/
documents/Bar-Exam-Info-History.pdf.
10Margo Melli, “Passing the Bar: A Brief History of Bar Exam Standards,” accessed 
February 21, 2016, https://media.law.wisc.edu/m/ywq4n/gargoyle_21_1_2.
pdf.

Throughout most of the 19th century, admission standards 
to practice law remained basic.10 The precedent of an oral 
exam had its obvious shortcomings. An example of such 
deficiency comes from the 16th President of the United 
States. In the mid-19th century, Abraham Lincoln was a bar 
examiner in the Springfield District of Illinois. A man named 
Jonathon Birch desired to be admitted in his local district of 
Illinois and it required at least two years apprenticeship in the 
office of a practicing lawyer. However, Birch did not have 
the aforementioned prerequisites. Upon learning of Birch’s 
enthusiasm to practice law, Lincoln called him into his office 
and explained that no such rule existed in the Springfield 
District. Lincoln asked Birch some questions regarding books 
he had recently read (which vaguely related to the practice of 
law), narrated some stories, and then wrote a certificate to the 
court recommending that Birch be admitted.11 

A change to this informal and sub-standard approach began 
in earnest during the late 19th century. The American Bar 
Association (ABA) was created in 1878 in Saratoga Springs, 
New York. According to the ABA website, “The legal 
profession as we know it today barely existed at that time 
[1878]. Lawyers were generally sole practitioners who trained 
under a system of apprenticeship. There was no national code 
of ethics; there was no national organization to serve as a 
forum for discussion of the increasingly intricate issues involved 
in legal practice.” 

Beginning in 1880 with New Hampshire, several states 
slowly adopted a statewide and standardized approach 
toward licensing attorneys.12 Eventually, the oral test fell to the 
wayside and a written examination was introduced in many 
jurisdictions— including California in 1919.13  

For several decades, the California Bar Examination was 
solely comprised of essay questions. Beginning in 1972, 
the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) was added as a way 
to develop a uniform national standard for all bar takers, in 
all jurisdictions. Subsequently, California did not stop there. 
In 1975, California became the first state to introduce the 
Professional Responsibility Examination. In 1980, California, 
along with many other states, now uses the Multistate 
Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE).14  

In 1983, California initiated performance test questions. The 
format of the California Bar Examination, and the required 
passing score, has remained unchanged since 1983. In July 
2007, the State Bar added California specific codes to the 
curriculum.15 

Since its inception, the California Bar Examination has 
continually evolved. The newest alteration, beginning with the 
July 2017 examination, will change the current format from a 
three-day test to a two-day test with greater emphasis on the 
MBE.16 The changes to the bar reflect the continual pursuit 
of testing aspiring lawyers to make sure only duly qualified 
individuals, with sound moral compasses, are representing 
the people and entities of California. Anything to the contrary, 
would be less than useless. 

Today, California has the largest state bar association in the 
United States. As of February 20, 2016, there were 257,726 
living members of the State Bar of which 186,018 were on 
active status.17

As the day comes for us to enter the Colosseum, we must 
consider ourselves lucky. Unlike most other states, California 
allows graduates from non-ABA schools to sit for the Bar. Lincoln 
is a school of opportunity and serves as a stepping-stone to 
the grand finale. History shows the importance and necessity 
for the need of rigorous testing and other qualifiers in order to 
practice law. It is a higher calling that requires great impetus. 
Now let’s go get our ticket. 

11Margo Melli, “Passing the Bar: A Brief History of Bar Exam Standards.” 
12Margo Melli, “Passing the Bar: A Brief History of Bar Exam Standards.” 
13California State Bar, “California Bar Examination: Information and 
History.”
14California State Bar, “California Bar Examination: Information and 
History.”
15California State Bar, “California Bar Examination: Information and 
History.”
16California State Bar, “California Bar Examination: Information and 
History.”
17State Bar of California, “Member Demographics,” accessed February 
21, 2016, https://members.calbar.ca.gov/search/demographics.aspx
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was inspired by the words on the west pediment of the Supreme Court 
building. The words read, “Equal Justice Under Law.” Inspired by those 
words and inspired by the gravity of the building that stood before him, 
when he returned to California, he immediately submitted his application 
to become a Judge. Governor Jerry Brown appointed Judge Gevercer to 
the Sacramento County Superior Court on December 13, 2012. 

Judge Gevercer credits many people with shaping him into the judge he 
is today. Our own Dean Schiavenza was a mentor to Judge Gevercer 
when they worked together at the Attorney General’s Office. Interestingly 
enough, Judge Gevercer took the Dean’s position when the Dean retired. 
Dean Schiavenza continues to be his mentor. Judge Gevercer was 
also shaped by the prior professor of Civil Procedure for18 years, Rick 
Frank. Professor Frank asked Judge Gevercer to replace him as the Civil 
Procedure instructor, and Judge Gevercer with the approval of the dean 
accepted. He decided that he was going to take the position, because 
he was working in the Attorney General’s Civil Division and thought, 
“what better opportunity to know but to teach?”  That is when the student 
became the teacher. Much to my amusement, Judge Gevercer stated that 
he will be at Lincoln Law School for at least two more years, because it 
would be “wrong” if he taught fewer years than his predecessor.

Before closing the interview, I asked Judge Gevercer what advice he 
would offer students, graduates, new attorneys who just passed the bar, 
seasoned attorneys and even judges. Judge Gevercer did not offer mere 
platitudes or clichés, but nuggets of advice that are defining principles of 
a man who means what he says and who says what he means. 

As to judges, he maintained that they must have an open mind, because 
if a judge goes into the court thinking he knows exactly what he is going 
to do, it would be at that time when the parties were nothing like what 
the case file had lead him to believe. He also feels, as attorneys, there is 
a certain way to appear. It is important to appear to the public that the 
court is an important place. I asked him if he ever reprimanded someone 
on his or her appearance and he explained that he had. For example, 
one attorney forgot his jacket and Judge Gevercer sent him to get it. In 
another instance, an attorney had his tie loosened and Judge Gevercer 
admonished him to synch it up. 

Ever the mentor to other attorneys, he explained that an attorney should be 
true to himself, but civil. In general, he states that attorneys should always 
be themselves and go with their personalities because if they do not, it will 
eventually show. However, one should be careful to not be a jerk. Always 
be civil to everyone. Be honest and trustworthy, because it takes a lifetime 
to build a reputation, but only a moment to destroy it. If a person is not to 
be trusted require that person to put everything in writing. 

To students he gave the following advice: while he really enjoys the 
students, he knows when they are not prepared and are not taking 
law school seriously; he dislikes this very much. So he advises students 
to come to class prepared and to not rely on someone else’s outlines 
because he and every other professor knows if a student uses them and 
does not read the cases. He also advises students to do internships, and 
to foster relationships with their professors.

His advice for newly minted attorneys is to do continuing education and 
to network with more experienced attorneys. All attorneys, new and 
experienced, need help; only those who continue to learn and seek help 
will thrive.

His advice to all - including students, graduates, soon to be bar takers, 
new attorneys and experienced attorneys - is to be prepared, and most 
importantly, to wisely pick a mentor; learn from the best. Eventually, and 
finally, every student should become a teacher, a mentor. Just like Judge 
Gevercer, every attorney has something to offer. Every attorney can make 
a difference - what matters most is the resolution to go and do it. 

By Jackie Jaynes-Creel | Class of 2016 
I had the privilege of interviewing the Honorable Steven M. Gevercer, 
who is a Superior Court Judge, and who also teaches Civil Procedure 
at Lincoln. When I went to meet Judge Gevercer in his chambers at 
Sacramento County William R Ridgeway Family Relations Courthouse, I 
already had an idea in my mind of the man I was about to face. I was 
expecting to see a large desk and chairs for attorneys to sit and discuss 
cases. I was also expecting to see his black robe hanging on a hook 
on the wall and a bookcase filled with books, but much to my surprise, 
I found something pleasantly different; while I did find him sitting at his 
large desk, there was no robe in sight, and while he did have chairs in 
addition to a table with files stacked on it for the next week’s calendar, 
his chambers were unassuming if not Spartan. His chambers exemplify 
the spirit of a man who came from humble beginnings, and who values 
hard work and dedication over ostentatious surroundings.

When I walked into his chambers, Judge Gevercer had a case file in 
one hand and a pen in the other. Sitting next to a notepad on his desk 
was a cup full of what I assumed to be coffee. Ever curious as always, 
I asked if it was coffee. Wittily, he smiled and said it was tea, because 
coffee makes him too impatient. He was doing something we students 
seem to spend our lives doing - studying cases. Most people would think 
one would not have to study the law as a judge, but he spends Sundays 
doing just that. He also explained he has a large staff to help him more 
smoothly coordinate his probate calendar. At his disposal, there are six 
investigators, three attorneys and a multitude of clerks and assistants. 
Judge Gevercer shows a great enthusiasm for probate law and is very 
proud of his position and his staff. 

At first, I was intimidated by the thought of interviewing any judge. He, 
like any judge, gives the impression that he is always in control and is 
self-assured. I felt more comfortable after he showed me his courtroom. 
Again, I was surprised when we walked into the room. I noticed 
that there were no chairs for the attorneys to sit. According to Judge 
Gevercer, probate is too fast-paced for attorneys to be seated, so the 
seats were removed to prevent the attorneys from getting comfortable.

Over the course of the interview, I discovered that Judge Gevercer is the 
son of a construction worker, for whom he worked as a young man. But 
of course, Judge Gevercer did not just work as a construction worker. 
Everyone who knows him would appreciate that one of his next jobs 
was working in a smoke filled disco bar. Judge Gevercer said there is 
great value in doing these kinds jobs, because doing them convinced 
him to go to college.  It must have been very exciting for his family to 
know that he was going to the University of San Francisco Law School 
as he was the first one in his immediate family to attend law school. 
Judge Gevercer is proud of his own accomplishments, but like any father, 
he is more proud of the accomplishments of his sons, Jonah, Matthew 
and Ben. One of his sons, Ben, is following in his father’s footsteps by 
becoming an attorney; he is attending U.C. Davis Law School.

Many lawyers dream of becoming a judge but few actually succeed. 
But for Judge Gevercer, when he made his decision to become a judge, 
nothing was going to get in his way. The namesake of our school, 
Abraham Lincoln, once opined, “Always bear in mind that your own 
resolution to succeed is more important than any other.” Judge Gevercer 
resolved one day on the steps of Supreme Court of the United States, 
which sits higher than the buildings which surround it, that he had a lot 
to offer and could make a difference. While standing on those steps, he 

a resoluTion  
to suCCeeD  

hoW To beCoMe  
A CerTifieD laW sTuDenT 
one year early

Q: So, you are not taking Property in your 2nd year? 

Alex: No. Our classes schedule is Civ Pro, Evidence, and Criminal 

Pro this year. Next year it will be Property, Con Law, and Business 

Organizations. We just switched Evidence and Property.

Q: What was the process of getting certified with the State Bar?

Alex: I just filled out the application and gave it to the DA’s office 

and they took care of it. The State Bar website has specific forms 

that your supervising attorney and the Dean have to complete and 

send to the State Bar. Once you submit the completed forms, the 

State Bar emails you the certification.

Q: So, do you get to make appearances in court?

Alex: Yes, I interned at the DA’s office and got to make 

appearances. 

Emily: Yeah, I still work at the DA’s office throughout the school 

year. I get to make appearances for them. 

Q: Where there any additional fees?

Emily: There is a $55 fee to the State Bar to get certified, but the 

school has not charged any extra fees.

As part of my research on this article I also spoke with Dean 

Schiavenza about the approval process. He advised me that 

schedule changes are allowed in certain situations and that 

internships with the Sacramento County District Attorney are the 

only situations for which scheduling changes have thus far been 

approved. He also advised me that taking Evidence in second year 

requires a change in the scheduling of final exams.  

By James Pearson | Class of 2017 

Many legal intern positions require you to be a Certified Law 

Student with the State Bar. Once you have Certification you 

will be legally allowed, under the supervision of an attorney, 

to negotiate on behalf of clients and make appearances at 

depositions and court proceedings. To achieve Certification, 

you must have completed your first year in good academic 

standing and be either enrolled in or completed Civil 

Procedure and Evidence. The curriculum here at Lincoln 

requires Civil Procedure in the 2nd year and Evidence in the 

3rd year. But what if you could take both Civil Procedure and 

Evidence in the 2nd year? Below is an interview with Alex 

Grotewohl and Emily Norgaard, 2L students who figured out 

exactly how to do that.

Q: You two are in Evidence a year yearly. Why did you 
choose to do that?

Alex: Because I heard from a 4L that you could switch, with 

the approval of Dean Schiavenza, if you wanted to become 

certified early. After I applied for an internship at the District 

Attorney’s office I learned that I couldn’t make appearances 

until I was certified. 

Q:  How did get the school to let you into Evidence early?

Emily: I just scheduled an appointment with the Dean and 

told him that I wanted to intern at the DA’s office and asked if 

I could take Evidence instead of Property in my 2nd year so 

I could be enrolled in both Civil Procedure and Evidence to 

get certified sooner. He approved my request and took care 

of the rest.

Q: What was the timing of your request?

Emily:  I asked the Dean during the summer, after I had 

learned I passed my first year classes. I just made the request 

and a little while later I received an email with his approval.
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Meet 
Professor

By Phillip Ung | Class of 2019

Professor Marcie Larson is Lincoln Law School’s newest 
professor taking over Professor Karl Engeman’s Administrative 
Law class upon his retirement. She also introduced Taking 
and Defending Depositions to the curriculum and she serves 
as a legal writing reader for first year law students. 

Professor Larson is a native Sacramentan, who spent several 
years living in Heidelberg, Germany when her father, a federal 
employee, was transferred there for work. She returned to 
Capital City in 1986, graduated from Loretto High School, and 
made her way north to major in political science at Chico State. 

Like many college students, Professor Larson was aimless 
by her sophomore year. She admits, “I briefly considered 
dropping out of school and becoming a flight attendant.” 
Fortunately for the Lincoln community, a kind, young 
student she met freshman year, convinced her to stay 
on the ground and keep pursuing her education. 

In her junior year, she took a civil rights class. “I loved 
the class and had a passion and interest for the subject 
matter that I had never experienced before.  Towards of 
the end of the semester, my professor approached me and 
recommended that I attend law school,” she explained. “The 
thought had never crossed my mind before he made the 
suggestion.  Shortly thereafter, I volunteered at the student-run 
legal services office near campus.  I found my calling.” 

Professor Larson found her calling as well as the love of her life. 
Two weeks after graduating from Chico State in 1994, she 
married that young man who convinced her to stay in school. 

Professor Larson worked full-time while attending classes at 
Lincoln Law School as a law clerk for the General Counsel of 
the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. While there she was exposed 
to the practice, knowledge, and skills required to pursue a 
career in government law. She spent a few months working 
for an insurance defense firm before starting her public service 
career with the civil division of the Attorney General’s Office. 

Fast-forwarding to today, Professor Larson continues her 
career in public service as an Administrative Law Judge 
(ALJ) for the Office of Administrative Hearings. When 
asked about the importance of ALJs, she states:

“Administrative law touches everyone’s lives in California.  
Just about every profession in California is regulated by 
the state.  As an ALJ, I am part of the process of ensuring 
that  individuals who are licensed or seek to be licensed 
by the state, receive their due process rights, while at 
the same time ensuring that the public is protected.” 

ALJs oversee hearing, mediation, and alternative dispute 
resolution services for more than 1500 state and local 
entities. They provide a neutral forum for fair and independent 
resolution of matters and ensure due process for all parties. 

In spite of her busy career, a husband and two 
teenagers, Professor Larson has added the commitment 
of teaching Lincoln students. Her answer to “why 
teach at Lincoln” displays her passion for service: 

“Lincoln afforded me the opportunity to practice a profession 
I love.  If it had not been for my Lincoln professors, I 
may not have become an ALJ.  Dean Schiavenza has 
given me the opportunity to share my experiences with 
Lincoln students and give back in a small way.”

Having a successful legal career involves having academic 
and practical knowledge. Professor Larson believes students 
learn best from their peers and from practical experiences. 
In the interview, she reflected on her “Taking and Defending 
Depositions” class. She described breaking students into groups 
and challenging them to develop a deposition outline. Once 
complete, students were to take and defend a deposition within 
their cohort. She notes, “I believe it was a great opportunity for 
the students to practice a new skill and to learn from each other.”

If there is one word to describe the interview with Professor 
Larson, it would be “inspiration.” Professor Larson was 
inspired to stay in school when at crossroads; inspired to 
pursue law school because of a civil rights class; inspired 
to pursue a career in government while in law school; 
and she continues to be inspired by Lincoln students:

“The students I teach regularly inspire me.  I understand 
the sacrifice they are making by attending school at night.  
Many have day jobs and families.  The imprint that has 
been left on me is to make sure that I am as dedicated 
and committed as a teacher, as those I teach.” 

MeeT 
Professor 
MarCie larson

By Phillip Ung | Class of 2019

Former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill is credited with 
saying “democracy is the worst form of government, except for 
all the others.” You might feel inclined to agree with Mr. Churchill 
during the heat of a highly contested and vibrant contest to elect 
an American president. An American election season is a political 
tradition unlike any other in the world. Whether you are running 
for President of the United States or local school board, there are 
laws and constitutional rights that govern the way you can run 
a campaign, raise money, and earn votes. Once an elected or 
appointed official, there are laws that govern how you should act 
in office and how the public can access the records of that office. 

These laws fall under the broad category of political law. Political 
laws provide guidelines for modern day American democracy. 
Political law consists of the topics of money in politics, election 
law, restrictions on lobbyists, governmental ethics, public records 
and open meetings, and even the legislative process. The goal of 
this article is to educate readers on the niche field of political law 
and hopefully convince some to pursue a career in that area. 

The highest profile issue in political law is campaign finance. 
Whether you agree with it or not, modern day political campaigns 
require money. The highly sophisticated and organized campaigns 
voters are used to are not conducted for free. They require 
professional staff, attorneys, and advertisements on television, 
radio, internet, and mail, just to name a few. Let’s take the 2016 
presidential election where all the candidates combined are 
projected to spend upwards of $5 billion, with a “B,” before 
voters go to the polls in November. This amount does not 
account for Super PAC spending or other down-ticket races like 
congressional, senatorial, state legislative, and local campaigns. 

Campaign finance laws are required to place controls on this 
billion dollar industry and to prevent quid pro quo corruption. 
Voters, lawmakers, and regulators have adopted complex legal 
frameworks that dictate the “who, what, when, where, why, and 
how” money is spent in campaigns. The complexity of these rules 
are enforced by prosecutors at the Federal Election Commission, 
California Fair Political Practices Commission, district attorneys, 
and attorneys general. The strict enforcement of complicated rules 
requires attorneys who are experts in the field to assist clients 
with compliance. Campaign finance laws are often challenged 
in the courts with battle lines drawn between the government’s 
interest in preventing corruption and the judiciary’s interest in 
protecting the public’s First Amendment right to unhindered 
political speech. Narrow majorities of the Supreme Court have 
transformed American democracy with controversial decisions in 
Citizens United, Buckley, and McCutcheon. As long as democracy 
and representative government exists, so will the debates over 
campaign finance.

The sister to campaign finance is election law. When you 
exercise your right to vote in California’s June Primary and the 
November General Election, know that nearly every activity 
related to casting a vote is likely regulated by a law under 
either the federal or state election laws. The design of your 
ballot, the machines used to cast a vote, voter eligibility, ballot 
languages, voter privacy, decennial redistricting, recounts and 
challenges are all subject to election law. States are mired in 
partisan debates over the rules of elections. One party’s anti-
election fraud laws may be considered by another party as voter 
disenfranchisement. Citizens have a right and duty to cast a vote 
in the American political system, but whether the vote will count 
is determined by the laws of each state. 

After campaigns are run, votes are cast, and candidates are 
elected, gaining access to influence the decisions of these 
new lawmakers becomes the number one job for lobbyists 
and other interest groups. Elected and appointed officials are 
empowered to create laws and regulations that affect families, 
employers, schools, public services, trade and commerce, and 
so much more. This enormous power consequently attracts those 
who would seek to prevent or minimize harm to industries or 
communities, or influence public decisions to gain an advantage 
over competitors, pay a lower tax rate, or create incentives. The 
practice of lobbying is as old as government itself. Even though 
lobbying may be disliked by the general public, Americans 
have a constitutional right to petition the government for redress 
of grievances. Every concerned citizens has an interest in 
government decisions. When like-minded citizens organize 
themselves and their resources to seek redress, they become an 
interest group.  Interest group lobbying is a billion dollar industry 
in California and Washington D.C. The industry is subject to 
strict transparency and anti-corruption regulations. Attorneys at 
law firms and in government specialize in campaign finance, 
lobbying, and election law; providing boutique services to those 
in power and those seeking to influence the powerful.  

You might be asking, well all of that sounds great, but what 
limits the actions of government officials once they are in office? 
It is American pastime to accuse government officials of being 
corrupt with distrust in government officials harkening back to the 
American Revolution. Fortunately, California is a leader in anti-
corruption efforts. Officials here are subject to conflict of interest 
disclosures requiring every investment, real estate, and business 
interest be disclosed for public examination. Other restrictions 
include gift limits and prohibitions, and limits on special interest-
sponsored travel. After leaving office, elected and appointed 
officials are banned from becoming compensated lobbyists for 
upwards of one year. Combined, these laws increase public trust 
in government, root out corruption, and ensure public officials 
are not themselves being enriched at public expense. 

When exploring legal opportunities, student graduates should 
add political law as a potential career. Committed attorneys are 
needed to protect public trust and ensure American governments 
are transparent and accountable for future generations.
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to do the deeds; who knows 
great enthusiasms, the great 
devotions; who spends himself 
in a worthy cause; who at 
the best knows in the end the 
triumph of high achievement, 
and who at the worst, if he 
fails, at least fails while daring 
greatly, so that his place shall 
never be with those cold and 
timid souls who neither know 
victory nor defeat.” 

Anthony: What advice would you give someone who is 
currently thinking about going to law school?

Commissioner Jones: Spend some time with lawyers [I laugh]. 
Seriously because until you spend time with lawyers, you 
really don’t know what it entails. It’s important because you’re 
spending three years of your life and a considerable amount 
of money to pursue a law degree and I think you have to 
theorize and be level-headed to decide if you truly want to 
practice law. Because that is what lawyers do—practice 
law. Some people have their own notion as to what it means 
to practice law and I would encourage them to spend time 
with lawyers and spend time in many different law practice 
settings. 

Anthony: What was your favorite class in law school?

Commissioner Jones: I really enjoyed property law. When you 
make building decisions about how we are going to deal with 
property and how property is regulated, it can have enormous 
consequences for places in which we live, work and play.

Anthony: Who was your favorite professor?

Commissioner Jones: My property law professor,  
Lance Liebman. 

Anthony: What made him so special?

Commissioner Jones: He was very engaging. He did a great 
job of making cases come to life and provoking interesting 
discussions in class and he was very enthusiastic and truly 
loved the subject. He cared deeply about it and cared deeply 
about his students. 

By Anthony Wallen | Class of 2019

Elected on November 2, 2010 and re-elected on November 
4, 2014, Dave Jones is California’s Insurance Commissioner. In 
a nutshell, Commissioner Jones leads the California Department 
of Insurance and regulates the California insurance market—a 
$259 billion industry. He holds degrees, with honors, from 
DePauw University, Harvard Law School, Harvard University’s 
Kennedy School of Government, and his accomplishments are 
too voluminous to list. Luckily, he will be Lincoln Law School’s 
Class of 2016 commencement speaker. Below is an insightful 
interview I had with Commissioner Jones regarding his early 
legal career, his inspirations, failures, and hopes for the future. 

Anthony: What was your first job out of law school?

Commissioner Jones: As a legal aid lawyer through Legal 
Services of Northern California. 

Anthony: What is a good early story about your  
first law-related job?

Commissioner Jones: Every day I made the drive from 
Sacramento to Woodland to the legal aid office in a barely 
operable Volkswagen Rabbit. One day, the car broke down 
near the office and I didn’t have enough money to have it 
towed. I parked it in the legal aid office parking lot and it 
stayed there for next four years [laughs]. Luckily, I had a very 
understanding managing attorney who knew legal aid lawyers 
were paid next to nothing. It was pathetic that I barely had 
enough money to purchase another used car. 

Anthony: Do you remember your high school or college 
commencement speeches?

Commissioner Jones: [Humorously] No. 

Anthony: What is your favorite quote?

Commissioner Jones: Teddy Roosevelt’s quote about the person 
in the arena: “It is not the critic who counts; not the man who 
points out how the strong man stumbles, or where the doer 
of deeds could have done them better. The credit belongs to 
the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred 
by dust and sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs, 
who comes short again and again, because there is no effort 
without error and shortcoming; but who does actually strive 

Q&a WiTh California  
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Anthony: What class did you like the least?

Commissioner Jones: Corporations. Which is fitting for being a 
legal aid lawyer, I think. 

Anthony: What do you wish you would have done differently in 
law school—if you could go back?

Commissioner Jones: I spent a lot of time in law school outside of 
the classroom in clinical programs and I got a great benefit from 
that. I wouldn’t have changed that for the world. Having a chance 
to actually practice. I worked at a student run legal aid bureau. I 
had a chance to represent people directly when I was a student. 
That was fantastic. It might have been wise for me to spend a little 
more time in class. [Laughs] I guess that’s what I might have done 
differently, try to spend a little more time in class. 

Anthony: Describe your recipe for success.

Commissioner Jones: Hard work, an openness to learning new 
things, and an openness to reconsidering and re-evaluating one’s 
decisions and positions. 

Anthony: What is your greatest source of inspiration and why?

Commissioner Jones: There are a lot of things that inspire me. 
But one thing especially are lawyers who dedicate their lives to 
public interests; whether it’s public interest organizations, legal aid 
lawyers, or working in public service as government attorneys. 
People who chose to dedicate their lives to public service—I find 
very inspiring. 

Anthony: Who is your role model and why?

Commissioner Jones: Former United States Attorney General, Janet 
Reno, who I had the pleasure to work for—first as her special 
assistant, then as her counsel when she was Attorney General of 
the United States. She is an extraordinarily talented lawyer and 
dedicated public servant. She was a very successful attorney 
general and one that cared deeply about the law and justice. 
She made a commitment to solicit views from all interests groups 
and sectors before she made her mind up about things. She 
had extraordinary integrity, strength of character, and was an 
extraordinary leader. 

Anthony: Tell me about a time you failed, and what you did to 
never make the same mistake again.

Commissioner Jones: I don’t know if the lesson I learned from 
this particular instance is not to do it again. But in 2014, I 
co-sponsored a ballot measure to bring health insurance rate 
regulation to California. Thirty-five other states have given their 
insurance commissioner the authority to regulate insurance rates. 
California is not one of those states. I authored legislation when I 
was in the State Assembly to enact health insurance rate regulation 

only to see it blocked by health insurers. Unfortunately, the 
health insurers spent about fifty-two million dollars in negative 
advertising and the ballot measure did not succeed. That was 
very disappointing but I don’t think I would draw from that the 
conclusion that one shouldn’t try to advance bold progressive 
policies. I think the lesson I drew is that there is way too 
much money in our political system and it’s extraordinarily 
corrosive to democracy and it’s one of the reasons why I 
think the Citizens United decision by the U.S. Supreme Court 
is so terrible. As someone who is an elected official and is 
forced to have to raise money for campaigns, I think it’s a 
very unfortunate and not terribly constructive way in which we 
go about financing collective campaigns—including ballot 
measures. I guess I would like to see a system of publicly 
financed campaigns and ballot measures to try to reduce the 
influence of money on the system. 

Anthony: Any advice on maintaining a healthy and sustainable 
work/life balance?

Commissioner Jones: I don’t know if I’ve done a very good 
job of that and you might draw the opposite conclusion from 
my lack of a work/life balance. I think it is something that one 
definitely needs to think about. It’s very easy to get caught up 
in the demand of one’s work and not pay sufficient attention 
to the loved ones in one’s life and I think that you have to 
continue to strive throughout your career to strike the right 
balance and I think we all, at least I know I do, continue to 
struggle with that. 

Anthony: What do you love most about being our state’s 
Commissioner of Insurance?

Commissioner Jones: I really enjoy leading a consumer 
protection agency whose mission is to help and advocate 
for consumers. I like that aspect of the work. It’s a job where 
we help a lot of individuals and families in their disputes with 
powerful economic interests. I like the challenges associated 
with managing the state agency, applying the law, and the 
opportunities to present it in order to make a difference in 
people’s lives. 

Anthony: Last question Commissioner, if you were 80 years 
old, what would you tell your grandchildren?

Commissioner Jones: Look for opportunities to make a 
difference, to serve, and to cherish your friends and loved 
ones because they’re an important part of your life. 
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After the trial, Mr. Wood called Ms. Daly and asked her 
if she would have lunch with him so he could talk to her 
about his becoming a lawyer.  As it turned out, not only 
did she go to lunch with him, but her husband also came 
along.  Ms. Daly’s husband, Timothy Nisson is also a 
lawyer working in the civil defense area of law.  Ms. Daly 
talked about criminal law while Mr. Nisson talked about 
civil litigation.  After this meeting, Mr. Wood thought he 
would be a district attorney.  

In the fall of 1989, during his time at California State 
University, Sacramento, he interned at the Sacramento 
District Attorney’s office.  He worked in the felony 
arraignment division with Krista Kastanos and Teresa 
Kwong who ran the division at that time.  He loved the 
experience because it gave him an opportunity to be in 
the courtroom every day.  He was able to interact with 
Lincoln Law Professor, Hon. Steven M. Gevercer, who at 
the time was a criminal defense lawyer, and Professor 
Frank Meyer.  From watching these great lawyers, he 
gained an appreciation of working in the courtroom.  

As a result of a not-so-stellar LSAT score, he thought his 
legal career was over before it really began.  Despite 
that, Mr. Wood applied to several law schools.  He 
was “wait-listed” for McGeorge’s night program which 
was his first choice.  He was accepted to an out-of-state 
school that he did not really want to attend.  He was also 
accepted at Lincoln Law School.  He met with DA Krista 
Kastanos and she advised him to go to Lincoln.  He said 
that he has her to thank for that.  He refers to her as a 
“tremendous lady and a great mentor” to him.  

He took her advice and met with then Dean D’Arcy in the 
summer of 1994.  The Dean told him that he wanted Mr. 
Wood to start in the spring with pre-law classes to which 
he emphatically responded, “no.”  He told the dean that 
there was no question as to whether or not he could do 
it; he either would start in the fall or not come at all.  The 
Dean said “fine.”  Mr. Wood also recalls the Dean telling 
him that his LSAT score is an indication of how well he 
would do in law school; he accepted the challenge!  

By Deborah Bartlett | Class of 2016 

I recently had the privilege of interviewing Christopher W. 
Wood, Lincoln Law School of Sacramento’s 2016 Alumnus of 
the Year.  I knew a little of his reputation in the legal community 
and had done some research before we met in order to better 
prepare.  I can tell you a lot about what many of us already 
know, such as the fact that he is a trial lawyer at the Dreyer 
Babich Buccola Wood Campora, LLP where he became the 
youngest named partner at only 37.  Additionally, he was 
voted into the American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) by 
his trial lawyer peers in 2012 which is itself a great honor.  
Mr. Wood also has an outstanding appellate record with two 
published opinions.  And last, but definitely not least, he is the 
head of the Alumni Association of Lincoln Law School.

However, I wanted to discover the man behind these 
accomplishments, and I was not disappointed.  Mr. Wood 
is currently married to Amy Wood.  She is a teacher who 
has devoted her career to helping children in the community 
who are emotionally disturbed and have a wide variety of 
learning disabilities. They have twin boys named Henry and 
Jameson, and a daughter, Lila.  Mr. Wood said that his wife 
is very supportive and “holds down the fort.”  He said that he 
could not do his job without her support.  He enjoys spending 
time with his family and can’t wait to get home to them in the 
evenings.   He looks forward to playing sports with his children 
when they get a bit older.  He also enjoys fishing, tennis and 
golf.  I have to add, from personal observation - he is a pretty 
good basketball player as well!

Mr. Wood grew up in Redding with his mother, step-father 
and siblings.  He worked construction with his step-father and 
as a result grew up knowing the value of hard work.  In fact, 
he initially thought he would go into construction.  However, 
in the spring of his senior year at high school, his mother was 
selected as a juror at a murder trial.  She suggested he come 
watch the trial.  After getting permission from his school, he 
was able to do just that.  Donna Daly was the District Attorney 
and Jack Suter was the defense lawyer.  Mr. Wood said that 
from that moment on, he knew that was what he wanted to do. 
He said that the “theater of it” impressed him; he had never 
seen anything like it.  
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During his first year, while working construction jobs, he 
excelled in his classes.   During his second year, a classmate 
who worked with attorney Roger Dreyer’s partner, Robert 
Buccola encouraged him to apply to the office for an intern 
position.  Because Mr. Wood had been told that he should 
not begin to work in the legal field until he passed the bar 
because he “would get burned out,” he initially did not 
apply.  This is a position that Mr. Wood vehemently opposes 
now and recommends that all students get as much legal 
experience as they can before they pass the bar because it 
makes the transition much easier.  

Eventually, he applied 
and had a meeting with 
Roger Dreyer, whom Mr. 
Wood had never heard 
of before.  Mr. Dreyer 
told him that he would 
never hire a Lincoln 
graduate but he liked the 
fact that he had worked 
construction and had a 
blue-collar background. 
Despite that conversation, 
Mr. Wood clerked for 
Mr. Dreyer for three years 
and after he passed the 

bar was hired by him as an associate.  It must be said that 
since that time many years ago, Roger Dreyer has hired 
numerous interns and several associates who have attended 
and graduated from Lincoln.  Mr. Wood said that having 
been able to work with “one of the top trial attorneys in the 
country” has added to the education he received at Lincoln.  
He said that every day you learn something new and  
that is something he loves about the legal field – the 
continual learning.  

Mr. Wood cautioned that their office is demanding on 
interns and associates but stated that anyone who is not 
demanding is not doing that person any favors.  “It may be 
difficult, but that is what makes you who you are.”  He said 
that although there is no set intern training program, they 
are usually started with the basics, answering discovery, 
reviewing case files, ordering and summarizing medical 
records and generally getting the case in a position where it 
can either be settled or go to trial.  He also mentioned that 
it is similar to a major league baseball team.  They bring 
people up through the “farm system” and they learn their 
ways “because their ways are the best.”  Their firm has not 
hired outside of their intern pool in quite some time.  

Finally, I delved into his experience when he prepared for, 
took and passed the bar.  He said that preparation for the 
bar begins the moment you start law school; “study hard as 
you go.”  That is what is great about Lincoln Law School; 
they prepare you to take the bar from the start!  He believes 
that the things you made mistakes on during law school, you 
will excel on during the bar because you remember them!  

After graduation though, he studied “non-stop” and he took 
off the amount of time recommended by the State Bar.  He 
said he took “Bar-Passers” because it was less expensive.  
He went to McGeorge for the lectures and did everything 
he was told to do.  When he and his classmates took the 
bar, they had a plan for lunches to be sure they were back 
in time for the afternoon sessions.  They also would not 
talk about the exams afterwards.  That way they would 
not drive themselves crazy thinking about what they might 
have missed instead of preparing for the next session.  He 
said that after the last day, his friend Mike met them in the 
parking lot where they “did shots of vodka and Jägermeister 
that he had on ice for them” out of the trunk of his car.  
Mr. Wood said that this is what prompted the party at the 
Limelight so people don’t “drink on the streets anymore.”   

He recalls that when the results came out, he apparently 
did not remember his bar registration number.  He typed in 
what he thought was his number and his name did not come 
up and so he believed he did not pass.  He was with is 
friend Curtis at the time whose name did come up as having 
passed.  He was devastated for about 15 minutes until they 
received a call from Angelia at the school who said that “of 
course Chris passed!”  They went crazy and had a ball after 
that!

After being able to sit down and get to know Chris Wood 
on a personal level, I have come to understand and truly 
appreciate why he was selected for this award.  Not 
only has he earned well deserved accolades in the legal 
community, but is just an overall wonderful, generous 
person.  He is truly grateful for those who have been there 
to help and guide him along the way, especially his mother 
and step-father who taught him the meaning of hard work.  
He believes and appreciates that his job allows him to 
help people and make a difference in their lives.  He takes 
satisfaction in helping others along in their legal careers as 
well.  He is honored and amazed that, with so many other 
amazing Lincoln Law School Alumni, he has been chosen.  

Please join me in congratulating Chris Wood Lincoln Law 
School of Sacramento’s 2016 Alumnus of the Year.
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online in my class; Lucy telling me (on my first day of class) 
that she thought I was the Barbri rep because I looked young; 
Beth being ultra-competitive over Jeopardy; Nichole’s natural 
snarkiness endearing her to me because I love sarcasm; 
Christina sticking up for Whitney Houston; Chris’s perfect 
puns; Lucy deciding to adversely possess a house in Oakland; 
Sarah and Taylor’s “anniversary;” Breanne curling Nichole’s 
hair at the end of class as a test for Barrister’s Ball; Greg’s 
Takings Negotiation in front of the class; Krissy’s questions; 
Cisco working hard at school and then going to work the night 
shift; Keith and I explaining to Lucy how lobbyists generally 
control whether bills pass and crushing her view of “How 
a Bill Becomes a Law; Sarah trying to avoid briefing and 
then briefing perfectly when called on...I have a memory for 
everyone, even those who aren’t at Lincoln any longer.

Although you’re more anxious now - and tired! - because the 
bar is coming up, you’re still so hard-working and focused, 
and you never fail to engage and ask questions. You don’t ask 
for anything to be handed to you and you’re grateful for any 
help that you get. You’re a very, very rare and special class 
and you’ll be missed.

Over the years, what was your overarching goal with each 
class, because we understand a lot has changed between 
your first year of teaching and now?

I was still learning a lot about teaching when I started 
with your class. I have a better feel for pacing now and I 
understand each of my classes is going to be different. I 
learned very quickly that I would have to adjust to different 
personalities and that sometimes that would mean I would 
simply come in, teach, and leave. 

What have you learned over the years as a professor that 
you will continue to implement or would recommend to new 
professors?

I’ve learned that every single class is different. They have 
different personalities, different positives and different 
negatives. You may love one class and want to take them 
all home to dinner. Then, you may have a class where 9:15 
p.m. can’t come soon enough. The point is that once you try 
everything you can to connect, you have to step back enough 
to realize that sometimes, that connection cannot be made, 
and then you have to be yourself, do what you were hired to 
do, and just teach the material.

I’ve also learned that, as a new professor, reading evaluations 
can be difficult. People who are frustrated with their grades or 
who just don’t like you, use anonymity as a way to say things 
they would never say to your face. It’s like a bad version of 
Twitter. It takes time to realize that these comments are from 

people who don’t really know you...at least not the real you. 
Students forget that professors are real people with real lives 
and that sometimes you need to cut them some slack, or at least 
remember you’re dealing with a fellow human being. 

I would advise a new professor to take the temperature of the 
school, the students and the other faculty so you’re aware of your 
audience. When I started here, I didn’t know what a “Pass” was 
in class because my school didn’t allow passing. A student had 
to explain it to me. I jumped in immediately with both feet doing 
activities and multiple choice questions, and the students were 
a little thrown because those types of things weren’t common at 
Lincoln. It will be easier on you if you wait a bit, see what’s going 
on, and implement change slowly over time.

What are some of your best memories as an educator?

I absolutely love when I grade a multiple choice answer sheet or 
an essay exam and the student does well. It means they studied 
and it paid off, and that something stuck during class, and I’m 
always excited for them to get their grade.

I also enjoy talking to students about their daily lives. It’s easy to 
forget that most of them had or have extensive careers and lives 
before ever coming to Lincoln. I have heard some mind-blowing 
stories that inspire me to continue improving my own life  
and law practice.

My favorite thing is when a student tells me, “I thought Real 
Property was going to be boring, but it’s one of my favorite 
classes.” I love the subject area and I try to tell them in the 
beginning, “It’s broad enough that if you don’t like something, 
we’ll be done in three weeks and you might like the next topic.” I 
love when a student or former student tells me they’d like to go into 
land use or property, or sends me an article about a property issue 
that they read because of taking the class.

Who has been your mentor through this journey?

One of my teaching mentors is Tony Arnold, who was my Real 
Property professor at Chapman University. He’s currently the Boehl 
Chair for Property and Land Use at the Louis D. Brandeis School 
of Law at the University of Louisville. He was the first person from 
whom I sought advice before I interviewed for the job at Lincoln 
and he has been a great support system for the past three years.

My other teaching mentor is Professor Filomena Yeroshek, who 
teaches Professional Responsibility and Advanced Professional 
Responsibility at Lincoln. She has been incredibly patient with me. 
She’s advised me how to handle scheduling dilemmas, creating a 
new syllabus, student evaluations and everything in between. It’s 
been important for me to see how Professor Yeroshek is able to 
balance her job, life and teaching in a healthy way.

I also greatly admire Judge Fiorini and Professor Gold. I’ve 
watched both their classes and their teaching styles are something 
I aspire to as I continue to develop my own style. They have 
the respect of their students, but they make the material fun and 
interesting. The connection they have with their classes is a great 
thing to see.

This summer you will be studying/ preparing for the new real 
property changes that are coming next year for the bar, what are 
your feelings about that? How are you preparing? Does it feel like 
you are back in school studying for a subject?

The National Conference of Bar Examiners announced that there 
would be some significant changes to the Real Property scope of 
coverage for the MBE and essay sections to the bar exam. I’m 
disappointed that I didn’t have the changes earlier so that I could 
have better prepared my current 2L class during their first semester.

There is a much greater focus on issues you would see in a 
traditional Real Estate Transactions class, e.g., real estate 
contracts, titles, title assurance, etc. There is also a greater 
emphasis on Common Interest Communities, Estates and Future 
Interests and Conflicts of Law. The heavy focus on mortgages  
that we’ve seen in other states also seems to be making its  
way to California.

The changes will begin with the February 2017 administration 
of the bar exam, so I’m preparing by studying this summer to 
make sure I understand all of the new material and that I can 
implement it into my syllabus beginning with next year’s 2L class 
and next year’s 4L class. I’ve always taken a more active learning 
approach to teaching Real Property by using negotiations, closing 
arguments, presentations, group projects, etc. to get the class 
involved in learning certain topics in a different, and often more 
effective, way. With having to introduce so much new material 
into the syllabus, the active learning will have to be sacrificed.

It does feel very much like I’m in school again learning a subject, 
but it’s nice to have access to the materials at the Sacramento 
Law Library and to know I’m not being graded! The Bar Prep 
companies won’t be able to add these changes to their materials 
until Fall of 2017, so the challenge will be coming up with 
multiple choice and essay questions from scratch to prepare my 
Real Property I class and any February 2017 bar takers.

What would you like to say anything else to the Class of 2016 
that you haven’t said?

You taught me at least as much - if not more - than I taught you. 
The grace and patience you granted me makes me thankful every 
day; I was learning a lot about teaching, although I thought I 
knew everything, and you very gently showed me the right path 
and made sure I stayed on it, even after you moved on. So many 
of you have checked in on me over the past couple of years, and 
I’m happy whenever I see you.

The surprise birthday party that you threw me during our study 
session when Ryan was traveling touched my heart then and still 
makes me smile.

Would you like to add anything that I’ve missed?

This is a class who will stay in my heart long after you’re gone. I 
will miss all of you, but wish you the best of luck on the bar exam 
and with your future endeavors. I have no doubt you will do great 
things in the world, as you did here at Lincoln. Thank you for this 
award; it means everything.

Congratulations Professor Kenny! 

By Lusine M Sarkisyan | Class of 2016 

The graduating Class of 2016 selected Heather Kenny, 
professor of Real Property, to receive the coveted Lincoln Law 
School Professor of the Year Award. This is an honor that 
Professor Kenny is blessed to accept, considering the 2016 
class was the first year she taught Real Property. 

Professor Kenny attended California State University, Fullerton 
for her undergraduate studies and graduated at the top of her 
law school class at Chapman University in Orange, CA. She 
started her legal career at one of the largest municipal law 
firms in the State of California, Best, Best & Krieger in Southern 
California. When Professor Kenny moved to Sacramento, CA 
she began to work for herself doing consulting in primarily 
election law and land use law.

At Chapman, Professor Kenny decided to complete the part-
time program and worked full time. She knew that even though 
she loved law school, she knew for a lot of people it was a 
bad experience and as a result she made it goal that at some 
point after graduation she would work with part-time students. 
When the opportunity opened up at Lincoln Law School, she 
applied and was thrilled to be doing exactly what she had 
vowed to do when she graduated law school - working with 
part-time students and trying to make sure they had a positive 
law school experience.

Below is an interview with Professor Kenny: 

How does it feel to win such an award, especially being 
honored by the first class you taught?

It still feels unreal. Ryan and I were talking about the Barrister’s 
Ball and half listening to the presentation. I felt blessed to be 
nominated, which I know is a clichè, but as my first class, it felt 
like a huge honor. I clapped when Chris said the name of the 
winner, but I didn’t realize it was me. All of a sudden people 
were looking at me and saying “Congratulations!” and both 
Ryan and I said, “What?!?” We couldn’t believe it. We both 
teared up, and I felt honored beyond any award I had ever 
been given, because it was voted on by my very first class, 
who saw every one of my mistakes and stuck with me anyway. 
I can’t say thank you enough.

How was teaching the Class of 2016 again? Have you 
observed changes with this class since you last taught them? 

I looked forward all year to teaching the 4Ls again! It was 
amazing how many memories that came flooding back. I 
actually remembered certain people doing cases and specific 
comments that other people made in class: Joe giving me a 
hard time about Estates and Future Interests; Joe and James 
teaching me about passing on a case; James playing poker 21
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obtained degrees. The 2016 graduating class is a 

unique class, because of the close connection and 

strong bonds that we have formed with each other. I 

am confident that the majority of us will continue to be 

in touch with each other and continue to be supportive 

of each other’s journey in life. Although we are all 

moving on from law school, we don’t need to move on 

from each other. 

Being an attorney isn’t just about making money; it’s 

about making a difference. As attorneys, we wield 

great power. And with great power comes great 

responsibility. We have the power to truly make a 

difference in the world, and it is incumbent upon 

us to practice law responsibly and with the utmost 

level of honesty and candor. It is my desire that each 

and every one of us have a positive and remarkable 

influence upon the lives of others and maintain the 

integrity of the profession.

I think it is apt to end this article with a quote 

from none other than Abraham Lincoln himself, the 

namesake of the school. Abraham Lincoln remarked, 

“nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to 

test a man’s character, give him power.” These sage 

words hold true today. As attorneys, we are equipped 

with a unique set of skills that enable us to withstand 

adversity. All of us have withstood adversity by 

graduating law school while simultaneously juggling 

life’s challenges. We have proven that we can all 

withstand adversity. Now, however, we all have 

power. When we receive our license to practice law, 

our character will be tested.  It is my deepest hope that 

each and every one of us does the right thing with the 

great power that we have been given.

By James Arrasmith | Class of 2016 

It was nearly four years ago that I sat down in my very first 

law school class - Contracts, taught by Ray Rouse. I was 

21 years old and a nervous wreck. I wasn’t sure if I had 

made the right decision by going to law school. I was 

fresh out of undergrad and did not know what to expect. 

Needless to say I was quite anxious when Mr. Rouse 

called on me to brief a case for that night. “Arrasmith!” 

Professor Rouse exclaimed. “You have this case, right? By 

the way, what’s your first name Mr. Arrasmith?”

“Um...uh...James!” I replied. I was so nervous I couldn’t 

even remember my own name in the heat of the moment. 

Nearly four years and hundreds of case briefs later, I 

am now graduating as Valedictorian of the Lincoln Law 

School Class of 2016. It hasn’t been an easy journey, 

but it sure has been an interesting one. I’ve had the 

opportunity to learn and grow with some of the most 

amazing people I have ever met and I am grateful for 

all of the love and support that I have received from my 

fellow classmates. 

Law school has been a bumpy road, full of ups and 

downs, lefts and rights, forwards and backwards, but I 

am thankful for where it has taken me. Law school is not 

for the faint of heart. To all those who are still working 

towards their degree, I encourage you to press on, since 

there is a light at the end of a seemingly endless tunnel.

I will miss my law school family. It has been an incredible 

experience growing with such amazing people. 

However, I am proud of each and every one of us for 

finishing the journey, and I am excited to see all of us go 

out and make a difference in the world with our newly 
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By Nichole Dickinson | Class of 2016

In 1878, Clara Shortridge Foltz was the first female sworn 

in as a member of the California State Bar. To be eligible 

to take the entrance examination, she had to first author 

and then advocate for a bill that changed the eligibility 

for law practice from “white males” to “all persons.”  Even 

after proving her competency, Ms. Foltz had to sue her law 

school to attend because her application was summarily 

denied based on her gender. Once she was admitted to 

practice, Ms. Foltz devoted the resources from her work 

to suffrage, and she spent her life campaigning for the 

advancement of women. 

We’ve come a long way, ladies, but we cannot forget 

the struggles that practicing law has historically imposed 

upon the fairer sex. Our first female Supreme Court Justice, 

Honorable Sandra Day O’Connor, was rejected by forty 

law firms at the start of her career despite graduating third 

in her class from Stanford Law because she is a woman. 

Justice O’Connor was appointed to the United States 

Supreme Court in 1981. This was nearly two centuries after 

the confirmation of the first Supreme Court Justice, over a 

hundred years since women had joined the profession, and 

the same decade that I was born. 

When Supreme Court Justice and superhero Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg went to law school, she often had difficulty finding 

a women’s restroom because Harvard Law School had 

not caught up with the revolutionary concept that women 

could and would study law. In fact, Justice Ginsburg was 

pushed to go to law school after she was demoted at her 

government job for having a baby. This was in 1956; that’s 

only sixty years ago.

There is no questioning whether inequality based on an 

artificial barrier is still an issue in the practice. In 2014, 

female attorneys were paid roughly 87 percent of their 

male counterpart’s salary. Quite simply, women with great 

talent, skill and education are still not considered worthy of 

financial equality to men. Although Lady Justice is supposed 

to be blind, there is no denying the irrefutable fact that men 

remain the ruling class in the judicial branch. 

When I applied to law school, I did not have to petition for 

an exemption based upon my gender, and I have never had 

difficulty finding a restroom. That does not mean the struggle is 

over. Students still critique the color of their female professor’s 

lipstick, instead of the contents of her lecture. President Barack 

Obama had to avoid a female Supreme Court nominee 

because, as many pundits stated, another female justice in 

the highest Court is too radical of an idea to be digestible by 

“modern” society.  Pantsuits on women were considered faux 

paus court room attire well into the 1990’s, and still today 

many consider pregnancy to be career suicide for female 

practitioners. 

We cannot lose perspective of how recently the revolution 

started, and we cannot become complacent or allow the 

momentum to slow. As I take up my sword and shield, I 

dedicate myself and my practice to continuing the efforts to 

advance equality. Class of 2016 and all persons reading, 

I challenge you to do the same. As Justice Ginsburg so 

eloquently phrased it, let us all strive to be remembered as 

“[s]omeone who used whatever talent she had to do her 

work to the very best of her ability. And to help repair tears 

in her society, to make things a little better through the use of 

whatever ability she has.” As we graduate, let us endeavor 

to make our world a better place for the future generations to 

come because we still have a long way to go. 
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Lydiana Alfaro
Asian Pacific American Law Student Association, Public Relations Chair

My grandmother Natividad always said,“Si se puede!” and her words, “You can do it!” were repeated 
to me throughout law school by my mother Lydia and sister Erica.  I want to thank my mom and Eri for 
your endless support and encouragement. To my dad for silently supporting me and staying up with me 
late nights for three years of law school and being there the last year in spirit. To my brother Robert and 
Delfina and their children Alexis, Kassie, Robert, and Bella and Tia Frances for your support and happy 
visits that brought balance to my life.  

I want to thank my Davis Amigas and Miguel for encouraging me to do well. I want to thank Kathleen 
Schramm for being such a motivating teacher and to LAB for your friendship.

Lastly, thank you to the Dean, Judges and Professors of Lincoln Law School for your dedication and time!

Joseph Jr. Abhulimen

30 under 30 award: Sacramento Observor, 2012 
Western Region Black Law Student Associations: Leadership Hall of Fame, Spring 2015. 

But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work 
of your hand. Isaiah 64:8

James Arrasmith 
I would like to thank my wonderful mother Christina for being there for me during my law school journey. 
I am eternally grateful for your love and support. I would also like to thank my good friends Fatima, Lydia, 
and Phanou, who were there for me during the tumultuous parts of my life and who lifted me up and 
pushed me to succeed. I owe the most amount of gratitude to God, because everything I have or am I 
owe to him. I love you all!

Chris Testerman | Class of 2016 

My fellow students,

It is with the bittersweet complexity of swelling pride and yet, an 
abiding sense of sadness that I write to you today to officially 
resign the Presidency effective at our SBA general meeting tonight. 
However, before my tenure is officially over, I would like to take 
this opportunity to compose an epilogue to such a wonderful year.

Firstly, to my fellow students, let me say that it has been an honor 
and a privilege to have served as your President. I know that I 
was technically elected by default, but I hope you feel that my 
officers and I have helped to assuage the fear, the anxiety and the 
tediousness which are inherent in the study of law; ultimately, there 
is no more haunting and unrelenting a taskmaster than the jealous 
mistress (well, maybe Professor Gold’s mongoose!). Overall, I will 
not miss the many late nights writing e-mails or the many debates 
over text message and Google Hangouts; I definitely will not 
miss the balancing act that was the juggling of my SBA duties, 
my law school studies and my teaching career. What I will miss, 
however, is you. I will miss our conversations and the relationships 
we have fostered over the course of this year. I will miss speaking 
before you about events, about many things. Know, though, that 
I will never forget what, together, we built. I pray that you will 
continue to work together. I pray that you will see law school not 
as an opportunity to tear each other down, but instead, as an 
opportunity to build each other up. We are different than other 
law schools because we are a family. Undoubtedly, if each of us 
has achieved greatness, it is at least in part because each of us is 
surrounded by greatness.

Secondly, to my SBA officers, Phanou Ruanjsan, Jackie Jaynes-
Creel and Deborah Bartlett, I offer my heart-felt thanks and 
gratitude. You have been there beside me through the ups and 
downs of being a law student and of being an SBA officer. We 
have spent four years together; we are a family. The school, its 
students and its staff owe to you three the success of this year. I 
pray that your efforts “will be in [everyone’s] flowing cups  
freshly remembered.”

Thirdly, to the staff and professors at Lincoln Law School, thank 
you for a wonderful experience, for an even more profound 
education, for all of the help and guidance you have freely given 
and for putting up with my antics over the past four years. You 
have allowed me to grow as a student and as a person. I hope 
that as an alumnus, I can repay even a fraction of what you and 
this school have afforded me. I am truly blessed.

fareWell aDDress 
froM The sba 
PresiDenT

Lastly, “...since brevity is the soul of wit…,” let me close by 
offering a few final words of inspiration. At our latest Barrister’s 
Ball, after announcing Professor Kenny as the Professor of the 
Year, I was allowed by Dean Schiavenza the opportunity to offer 
a few additional words.

In that speech, I referenced my favorite poem, “O Me! O Life!,” 
by Walt Whitman and a transformative moment in our nation’s 
history. First, I turn to the poem. Walt Whitman wrote in that 
poem of the terrible aspects of life, such as difficulties,  “plodding 
and sordid crowds,” “endless trains of the faithless,” and even 
of people “reproach[ing]” themselves, for we are our own worst 
critics. However, his main point was in seeking the answer to the 
question, in essence, out of all of those (and other) difficult, trying 
experiences in life, what good can be found? In the closing lines 
of the poem, he explained, “Answer. / That you are here - that 
life exists, and identity, / That the powerful play goes on, and you 
may contribute a verse.” His answer is that each of us writes a 
“verse” in the metaphorical “powerful play” that is life. Ultimately, 
each of us must decide what kind of verse to write.

Second, I alluded to Abraham Lincoln’s final moments. After 
Lincoln was shot, he was moved across the street from the theatre 
and was laid diagonally on a bed (as he was too tall to be laid 
otherwise). When Lincoln died, there were several people in the 
room, but it is the words of Edwin Stanton, Lincoln’s Secretary of 
War, that we remember today. So moved was Stanton by the 
gravity of the moment and, more importantly, so moved was he 
by the gravity of the accomplishments, words and humility of the 
man who lay dead before him, he uttered what are arguably 
some of the most powerful words spoken in honor of any person. 
He professed of Lincoln, that, “Now he belongs to ages.” 

 So, why, you ask, do I bring up my favorite poem and Stanton’s 
words so eloquently spoken of our Sixteenth President? Well, 
while in isolation, each appears to be a random musing of 
your soon-to-be former President, together, they express the most 
important duty we have not just as people, but as lawyers. Each 
of us has a verse to contribute to the powerful play that is life. 
May each of us write a verse that is, like the verse Lincoln wrote, 
worthy of “belong[ing] to the ages.” As we are in the beginning 
stages of writing our verses, our “poetry is not yet written,” and 
therefore, the future is ours to compose. Together we have written 
the most excellent beginning; here’s to the rest!

Your humble servant, always,
Chris Testerman, Class of 2016
SBA President, Lincoln Law School graDuaTes24
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Sarah K.J. Bain
Dean’s Honor List 2012-2013, Dean’s Honor List 2013-2014, Dean’s Honor List 2014-2015; Faculty 
Achievement Award - Legal Skills (Spring 2012), Faculty Achievement Award - Agency, Faculty Achievement 
Award - Real Property, Faculty Achievement Award - Evidence; Lincoln Law School Scholarship Recipient for Merit: 
Fall 2012, Spring 2013, Fall 2013, Spring 2014, Fall 2014, Fall 2015; Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship 
Recipient for Merit: Fall 2012, Spring 2013, Fall 2013, Spring 2014, Fall 2014, Spring 2015, Fall 2015; 
2015 California State Bar Environmental Law Negotiations Competition Team Participant (Eighth Place), 2016 
California State Bar Environmental Law Negotiations Competition Team Member; Friendship of Elizabeth Fortune 
Handy; Friendship of Nichole Dickinson

“Piglet noticed that even though he had a very small heart, it could hold a rather large amount of 
gratitude.”  - A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh

Thank you to my family for the support and encouragement.  I truly appreciate the sacrifice, patience 
and understanding.

“Under wandering stars I’ve grown.  By myself but not alone.”  - METALLICA, Wherever I May Roam

Thank you to my classmates for the lively discussions of issues, stimulating study sessions and moral 
support, all of which are essential to a successful and informative law school career.  I look forward to 
working with you, again.

Thank you to Lincoln Law School, its faculty and staff, for the opportunity, education and experience.

“I don’t know where I’m going from here, but I promise it won’t be boring.”  - David Bowie

Deborah Bartlett

Founding member of the Women’s Justice Society, Secretary for the Student Bar Association during my 
third and fourth years, received a scholarship from the school during my third year.

My Grandmother believed that you are never too old to learn.  I took that to heart.  However, I could 
not have done it without the selfless love and support of my family, friends, cohorts and professors 
for which I will be eternally grateful.  This has been not only a learning experience but one that has 
allowed me to grow in many ways.  Thank you.

Laura Bateman

Faculty Achievement Award--Business Organizations 2014/15, Dean’s List 2014/15, V.P. Womens 
Justice Society 2014/15.

Eric and Dani, you are my forever inspiration.  Drs. Skilling and Novoty, thanks for saving my life, 
patching me up and keeping me going.  

Mathew Becker
Thank you ELF for your love and support over the past six years.  

Paramprit Singh Bindra

Lincoln Law School Scholarships, Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarships

First and foremost, I would like to thank my parents. No words can truly express my gratitude enough 
for everything my mom and dad have done for me. My dad came to this country with nothing and 
my legal education was possible only due to his hard work, sacrifice and perseverance. Thank you 
mom and dad, I love you very much.

My little brother Gagandeep, you were incredibly patient with me especially throughout my exams. 
To Rosie Bains, you experienced this journey with me and believed in my success. Thank you 
Gagandeep and Rosie, my support system and my best friends for the constant love and laughter.

 I appreciate all of the motivation from my study group: Lauro, Anna and Maninder.

Thank you Lincoln Law School faculty for your tremendous guidance especially Dean Schiavenza, 
Judge Bowman, Judge Awoniyi and Librarian Jessica Cheong and Linda Smolich for extending the 
library hours.

Christina Berry Lighter
First and foremost,

I thank my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ for placing the call on my life to advocate on behalf of 
children, who are both our most valuable resource and precious gift; and for making it possible for 
me to attend such a quality institution as Lincoln Law School of Sacramento. 

I am honored to have been under the tutelage of not only some of the most top notch legal minds, 
but also, and perhaps more importantly, those who practice everyday with the utmost passion, 
ethics and commitment to the profession.  I will forever be grateful to you! 

Finally, and by no means least, I thank my loving family and friends for your unwavering support. To 
my husband and best friend, and the person who has sacrificed the most, but NEVER complained 
not even a little bit, THANK YOU AND I LOVE YOU BABY!

Ruth Brown-Dawson 

Derek Casey
Grateful for my Parents’ support 

Fatima Baig
Scholarships: Spring/Fall 2014- Lincoln Law School Scholarship, Spring 2014- Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship   
Roles: Voir Dire Co-Editor 2014-2015 academic year, Vice President, APALSA

Alhamdulillah.

To the greatest loves of my life, the biggest part of my heart and soul, to the sweetest, most encouraging, 
smart, funny, you get the point, PERFECT parents, “Sabi” and “Leemi.” This has all been for you and I am so 
proud to be your daughter.  Words cannot suffice how much I love you two. To my siblings, Ahsen, Arusha, 
Hasinah, and siblings through marriage, Abeer, Marc and Najam Bhai. Thank you for all of the support 
and encouragement throughout the years, for demanding I be a better woman, but also for babying me. I 
love you all beyond words. To my nephew and nieces. I love you and I cannot wait to spoil you because 
hopefully I won’t be the broke aunt forever! :-) 

To my best friends, Ayla, Nicole, Alma, Colleen, Qamar, Ramez, Ryan, Zain, Sundeep, Sarah, Khalil, 
Helen, Lydiana, Meena and Candence. I would insert all of the things that we have all gone through these 
last few years together, but I am sure we will have re-caps once we’re celebrating that we’re (team effort) 
done! Thank you!

Phopho and Majii. Thank you for believing in me, and for constantly praying for me. I love you both! To all of 
my friends and family, this couldn’t have been accomplished without you.

2016
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Taylor Herrlinger

Student Basketball Team Coach 2014-2016

“Nothing can stop God’s plan for your life,” Isaiah 14:27.

“Isn’t it funny how day by day nothing changes, but when you look back everything is different.”- C.S Lewis

In some respects this quote captures it all. However, I believe when you are surrounded by family and 
friends who support you every day, nothing has changed at all. That’s the greatest part about this journey. 
Preservation of you is the biggest challenge throughout life. My family and friends have leveraged this 
ideal upon me.

“Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.”- Thomas Edison

Thanks Mom and Dad for instilling this core value. I love you.  Mikel, your creativity reminds me it’s all 
going to be okay. Granny and Bump your encouragement and wisdom are invaluable. Sims family I love 
you. D&K XOXO. Sara, we’ve been a team throughout this adventure. I am fortunate to have you in my 
life to challenge me daily. AM&J/NL/DA TEAM/THX U GUYS!

Meena Gil
To my parents, thank you for your unconditional love and encouragement. You’ve been my inspiration 
and the reason I strive to be a better person. 

To my husband, Sudeep, I would never have been able to get through law school without  support, 
confidence and patience.  

To my family and friends, thank you for your love and understanding. 

To Paul, Fatima, Anna and Lauro, you have been amazing study partners these last four years. Paul, 
thank you for keeping me on track but also for distracting me with YouTube music videos and fun 
facts when we needed it. Fatima, my favorite part of our study sessions was our unique de-stressing 
techniques. Thank you for being the Priyanka to my Katrina!

To my in-laws, SURPRISE! I’m graduating from law school!

Ryan Hickey
Be passionate. Be optimistic. Be grateful. 

The only thing that matters, is how you see yourself. 

Thank you to my family. Your support is invaluable.

Sara Curtis

National Asian Pacific American Law Students Association - Lincoln Chapter - CommunityOutreach 
Coordinator 2014 - 2015; Student Basketball Team Manager  2014-2016

The only way to get better is to surround yourself with people who believe in you. Mom, Dad, and 
Ryan: Thank you for your love and encouragement, not only during law school, but throughout my life.  
This degree is just as much yours as it is mine.  You have always inspired me to do my best and have 
supported me in every decision I have made.

Taylor: Your hard work during our study sessions, belief in our successes, and patience during the last 
three years helped make this all possible. 

Fellow classmates: Congratulations! We did it! “I believe, every day, you should have at least one 
exquisite moment.” – Audrey Hepburn

Edric Cho 

Lauro Feliciano
Thank you to all my friends and family and especially to my law school classmates who have helped 
me get through.

Kristina Fox
Faculty Achievement Award for Legal Research, Best Brief for Moot Court, Cum Laude

Winston Churchill said: “If you’re going through hell, keep going.”  So I did. Thank you to my family 
for your unwavering support and encouragement throughout this journey.

Nichole Dickinson
Salutatorian; Summa Cum Laude; Dean’s Honors List 2012 - 2013, 2013 - 2014, 2014 - 2015, 2015 – 2016; 
Faculty Achievement Award - Family Law, Taxation, Real Property, and Wills; Moot Court Honorable Mention - Best Brief; 
Hearsay Bingo Champion 

I am immensely grateful to all of my family and friends. This journey was a struggle at times, and I could not have 
made it without each of you. I am finally done with school. I promise. Special thanks to: 
Dad & Mom – You encouraged me to pursue my education, taught me the value of hard work, and inspired 
me to chase my dreams. Your little girl will soon be a lawyer! Keith & Kelly – You have provided unwavering 
dedication, support, and confidence. I cannot imagine in-laws better than you two. Jess & Matt - You taught your 
baby sister to argue and advocate from a very young age. Without you two, I would never have developed the 
skills that got me here. Kyle – Glad the family is finally done with law school? Alessandra, Nicholas, Mikaila, 
and Jaiden – You are the best friends and greatest motivation an aunt can have. Mitch – I can try to put my 
appreciation for you in words, but that would not do it justice. Being with you makes the victories sweeter, the 
defeats temporary, and every moment worth cherishing. I love you. 

Elizabeth Fortune Handy Keith Chandler

Dean’s List 2L, 3L, Moot Court Award-Best Overall, Honorable Mention Moot Court Brief, Honorable 
Mention Moot Court Oral Argument

To my family, my adopted brothers Chris, Gary, Kash & Toby, my mentor and friend Steve Sanders, 
friends, and Krissy, the best study partner and friend ever, I humbly and sincerely thank you for all 
of your love and support.  To those who wrote to me, and encouraged me, from cages throughout 
the country, please know I felt you with me each day of this long journey.  As I have struggled to 
scale mountains higher, and traverse deserts wider, than few can possibly fathom, I have learned 
an inescapable truth.  That more often than not I have overcome hurdles in my life not through sheer 
determination, but another virtue.  As Mark Twain so eloquently said, “Kindness is the language the 
deaf can hear and the blind can see.”
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Blair Mehigan
4 time Students vs. Alumni/Faculty Champ; most eccentrically dressed for Barristers Ball (2013 and 
2016)

I would like to sincerely thank all of my family, friends and classmates for putting up with me during my 
law school years.  I would be lost without all of you in my life.  I will never miss the stress of law school 
but I will always remember all the love and support I received during those trying times. 

Camnhung Le
To my parents and their unconditional love. Công cha như núi thái sơn, nghĩa mẹ như nước trong 
nguồn chảy ra. Một lòng thờ mẹ kính cha, Cho tròn chữ hiếu mới là dạo con. Con Cảm ơn ma và ba 
giúp con trở thành những hôm nay. I love you both very much. 

My friends, family, and The Wood Team, I am so grateful to have such a strong, solid support system. I 
thank you all for the opportunity and privilege to learn and work side by side with such talented people. 
Michele, room rugs and laughing until our stomach hurts.

Class of 2016, here’s to the long nights and early mornings, I admire and am inspired by each of you. 
Thank you for making my law school experience amazing. Justin, I simply want to thank you for your 
patience and unwavering support. I love you.

Joanne Larsen-Linarez 
To my children, who have sacrificed having my undivided time for the last 4 years and without 
their love and support this would not have been a reality, you two are my world.  My family whose 
supported, encouraged, believed, and loved me.  My mom for being my rock and cheerleader.  The 
special friends that did not stop being my friend even when I couldn’t give as much to them.  I thank 
and love you all dearly.

To my friends from Lincoln for the laughs and comfort of knowing I wasn’t alone.  Keith Chandler for 
his friendship and hours of study. The Dean and faculty –you are all amazing –thank you!!

Breanne Lard
Moot Court Overall Best Oral Advocate, Moot Court Best Brief – Honorable Mention

I am deeply grateful for the love and support of my family.  I could not have done this without my 
mom, my dad, my step-parents, my son, my brother and sister, my boyfriend, and my grandma.  I 
am also extremely thankful to my friends for their understanding, patience, and encouragement.  
Thank you to Lincoln’s staff and faculty for providing a top-notch academic experience.  
Congratulations to everyone in the class of 2016!  Go do great things!

I dedicate my law degree to my son, Jaydon.  Son, you are an incredible human being and I am truly 
honored to be your mom.  Thank you for sacrificing so that I could achieve my goals.  As you chase 
your own dreams, remember to believe in yourself, work hard, be kind, and never give up.  I love you. 

Yasaman Keshavarz
Dream big. Work hard. Stay Focused and Surround Yourself with Good People.

Matt Jones
Congratulations to all of my fellow classmates and thank you to all of my family and friends.  
The Dude abides.

Helen Louie
Asian Pacific American Law Student Association (APALSA) President, Lincoln Law School Scholarship, 
Remedies - Faculty Achievement Award, Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship. 

To my dad Wah, my mom Tracy, my siblings Donna and Nelson, my grandmothers and my family, 
my fiancé Matt and the Wong family, HCL LLP (Regine, Lianne, Karen and Angie), Kogetsuku (Vision, 
Linda, Zarchi and Jennifer), Chasing Suns (Kathy, Bay and Sa), Sarah, Joanna, Lay, LAB (Lydiana and 
Fatima), 2n, Linda, Davien, Jotham, Heath, and friends, thank you for your unconditional support and 
encouragement. You motivate me to be strong and persevere.  I am forever grateful and love you all.

To my classmates and APALSA, thank you for the laughs, camaraderie and memories. 

To the Lincoln faculty and staff, thank you for your knowledge, wisdom and everything that you do. We 
would not be here without you.

Ryan Malloy
wubba lubba dub dub

Michael Lovas 

Constance MacAllister 
Thank you so much to all the wonderful, supportive professors and staff members of Lincoln Law 
School.  I admire you all and feel privileged to have had this experience

Elliot Jones 

Jackie Jaynes-Creel

2013-2016 Student Bar Association Treasurer; 2014-2015 Womens Justice Society Historian/Co-
Founder and 2015-2016 Women’s Justice Society Board Member; 2012-2016 Delta Theta Phi Member

Marty, I appreciate your love, support and help throughout my adventure at Lincoln. I love you. Thank 
you, my children, Christian, Jenni, and Nicolas for your support and sacrifice. Thanks, my study buddies, 
Deb, Chris and Phanou. You all Rock!!!

Ryan Hickey
Be passionate. Be optimistic. Be grateful. 

The only thing that matters, is how you see yourself. 

Thank you to my family. Your support is invaluable.
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Sandra Reynoso
To my family: thank you for your love and support.

A mi mamá: te agradezco todas tus oraciones porque sin ellas no hubiera 

logrado este éxito.

Alex, Tony, and Lily: I hope that I can serve as an example of what you can 

achieve with hard work and dedication. Work hard, study hard and let’s show this 

country that Latinos are a force to be reckoned with. 

“Todo lo puedo en Cristo que me fortalece”- Filipenses 4:13

Jason Stratton
When I told my grandfather my graduation date, he responded, “It’s about time.” 

All my buckling down has finally paid off, with that, a thanks to my family- Grandparents, 
Mother, Father, Sisters, and the closet friends anyone could ask for, because all have bore with 
me along the way. Thank you Amelia, your support is immeasurable. 

Congratulations to all the friends I have made a long the way.

Elliott Stevenson
Thank you to everyone who supported me pursuing my JD. RIP to my grandfather Richmond 
Caldwell Sr. I finished the job Pops!

Phanou Ruanjsan
Failure is only the opportunity to begin again. Only this time more wisely.

Mark Saakian
To my wife, Anna, for her immeasurable support and love; to our moms, Anush and Karine, for always 
being there for us; and to the endless love of our children, Daniel and Victoria.

Lusine M Sarkisyan

2012-2013: Student Bar Association (SBA) 1L Class Representative, Delta Theta Phi (DTP) 
1L Class Representative; Writer for the Voir Dire 2013-2014: SBA Vice President, DTP 
Historian and 2L Class Representative, Unity Bar Scholarship Recipient, Women Lawyers 
of Sacramento Scholarship Recipient, Lincoln Law School Scholarship Recipient, DTP 
Student Scholarship Recipient, Writer for the Voir Dire; Founding Member of the Women’s 
Justice Society (WJS), Moot Court Partner of Laura Bateman 2014-2015: DTP Historian & 
Academic Committee Chair (Summer & Fall 2014), Co-editor of the Voir Dire, WJS Treasurer, 
Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship Recipient 2015-2016: WJS Secretary, Co-Editor of the 
Voir Dire, Lincoln Law School Scholarship Recipient, Trial Advocacy Partner of Laura Bateman 

Thank you God for placing amazing people in my path to motivate me, entertain me, teach 
me, encourage me, support me, love me, inspire me and remind me who I am and why I 
am in law school. It has been an amazing journey. This journey was invaluable and I am 
thankful to all those individuals who helped me grow as a person.  I learned a great deal 
about perseverance, patience, and people. 

To Dean Schiavenza thank you for giving me an opportunity! To Angelia, Melissa, and 
Anastasia thank you for always being there, answering my questions, and assisting me with 
everything! To Jessica, thank you-as small as our chats were, they meant a great deal! To my 
mentors Professor Kenny and Judge Fiorini thank you for the encouragement and support! To 
my fellow classmates, and faculty, thank you so much for the last 4 years, you all have been 
a blessing in my life! To my family, especially my mother, thank you for being patient with 
me. “Open your mouth for the mute, for the rights of all who are destitute. Open your mouth, 
judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.” - Proverbs 31:8-9

Sondra Seals 
Attending Lincoln Law School has been a rewarding privilege.  All of the administrative staff and 
professors have made this a wonderful experience that I will never forget.  Along the way I have 
experienced obstacles, but with perseverance and most importantly God’s help I have obtained my 
Juris Doctor Degree.   

I would like to thank Troy Ousley for his help, support, and encouragement.  I would also like to thank 
my family and friends for their encouragement.

I would like to thank the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Higher Education and Career 

Development Programs for their grants and Lincoln Law School for a scholarship.

Samuel Savig 

Tristan Pulido
Honey badger don’t give a F%*&.

Ana Perez
To my mom, dad, and sister Andrea: you are the root of my strength. Thank you for your 
devotion and 

loyalty. Thank you for the unconditional love and warm embrace. Your simple messages of 

encouragement from a far meant more than you will ever know. Please know without your love 

guidance, and support, I would not have been able to complete this incredible journey called 
law school.

To my dear friends:  you are my solid foundation, my rock. I knew I was never alone and 
appreciate the 

cheer and inspiration to keep on going. 

I am one blessed gal to have such a tremendous amount of love and support! Carpe Diem 
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Dominick Welch
My Wife, Parents, Brother: This moment will be in my mind and heart forever because I am 
truly happy. Do not ever doubt my dedication and love for you

To all, my goal in life is to make the world a better place because I lived in it. I challenge 
you all to do the same. 

Taryn Tyrell 
To my husband, thank you for your unconditional support throughout this journey.  “Thank you” seems so 
trivial as it does not even begin to describe my gratitude for everything you have done.  From driving our 
newborn son to my office so I could see him before class, to making dinners, grocery shopping, quizzing 
me on my outlines before an exam, and the list goes on; yet, you never once complained.  I am forever 
humbled by your selflessness.  You & Aiden are my world- I couldn’t have done any of this without you.

To my dad, who always reminded me, “The only difference between ordinary and extraordinary is that 
little extra.”  My biggest hope is that I have made you half as proud of me as I have always been of you. 

To my family and friends, I love you and am so blessed by your presence in my life.

If yOu ARE REsOlutEly 

DEtERmInED tO mAkE A 

lAwyER Of yOuRsElf, 

thE thIng Is mORE thAn 

hAlf DOnE AlREADy. . . . 

gEt thE bOOks AnD READ 

AnD stuDy thEm tIll yOu 

unDERstAnD thEm In 

thEIR pRIncIplEs; thAt Is 

thE mAIn thIng.

Abraham Lincoln,
writing to Isham Reavis,
a young law student, in 1855

Christopher Testerman
“Therefore, since brevity is the soul of wit

And tediousness the limbs and outward flourishes,

I will be brief…”

Hamlet (II.ii.90-92)

Sundeep Thind
I am grateful to my classmates for their kind hearts and the sustenance they provided over the 
last four years. I thank all of my professors at LLS for making us stronger and teaching us to work 
harder— thank you for sharing your wisdom, passion & patience and for encouraging us to 
make the world a better place. Finally, I am grateful to my very close friends and family for all of 
their support,especially my grandparents who made all of this possible— without them I would 
not have learned the value of education and helping others. 

Lydia Suprun
Wow, what a journey this has been! We made it! Congrats everyone. I wish you all nothing but 
the best. 

I would first like to thank God and my savior for helping me get through this tough journey. I 
could have never done it without Him. All praise and honor to Him.”I can do ALL things through 
Christ who gives me strength” -Philippians 4:13

To my hubby Serge: Thank you for supporting and encouraging me through this roller coaster 
of law school. Thank you for being understanding when I would vent about the toughness of it. 
Thanks for everything. Love you. 

To the librarian/co-worker Jessica:  I would like to thank you very much for always being so 
positive and nice, and also for just being easy to talk to about everything. I am so glad I met 
you! I hope we can stay in touch.
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