


I offer my sincerest congratulations to the Class of 2017. You have worked hard, accomplished much,  
and enriched your lives by exploring the opportunities provided by our school, its administrators, and faculty. 

Graduation is an opportunity for you to pause in your journey toward the bar examination and take stock of 
what you have done. Each of you shares the same qualities as those who came before you – a dedication, 
determination, and desire to succeed while balancing school with your family life and daytime employment. 
Hard work is definitely the backbone of success. 

You must remember that behind each and every one of you is a story of family and friends who have sacrificed 
much while you have pursued your dream of becoming an attorney. To your family and friends, I give my 
personal thanks. Your support, encouragement, and love has been crucial to the success of our graduates. 

The Class of 2017 has become a community at Lincoln Law School. Most of you were strangers when you 
began law school and are now friends and colleagues. You should be very grateful to have had the opportunity 
to share each day with a group of classmates unmatched in their judgment, scholarship, professionalism, and 
collegiality. Your classmates are among the most precious gifts you will take with you from your time at Lincoln 
and you should cherish them. 

As you move forward with your careers, be determined and have the resolution to succeed. Maintain the 
same dedication, drive, and determination you had during law school to prepare for the bar examination. 
Celebrating your graduation is, of course, of great importance but I guarantee your celebration upon passing 
the bar examination will be even better. 

Loosely paraphrasing the words of Henry David Thoreau – if you go confidently in the direction of your dreams 
and live the life you have imagined you will meet with great success and turn your dreams into reality. 

Once, again, congratulations to the Class of 2017. We confidently anticipate your success on the upcoming 
bar examination and with your careers. I wish you all the best and salute you for all you will do to make your 
families, friends and Lincoln Law School proud. 

Sincerely, 

James M. Schiavenza, Dean
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LETTER from 
THE EDITORS

You did it, Class of 2017! Four years of hard work, late nights, and sacrifice have culminated in this 
amazing milestone in your education and career. Take time to soak in this amazing accomplishment. Many 
of you did not get here alone, so take time during this celebratory period to be grateful to your support 
system, whether it be family, coworkers, friends, or study group. Continue your dedicated, strong work ethic 
as you begin to prepare for the California Bar Exam. 

The Classes of 2018 and 2019 should also take time to celebrate because you completed another year of 
law school. Your determination gets you one step closer to that final goal of graduation. Keep it up and use 
this success as motivation to tackle the upcoming year. 

Class of 2020 – take a deep breath – you finished the first year of law school. An incredible milestone that 
you should not take for granted. Law school “boot camp” is over, and you’ve been given the basic tools to 
be successful in the coming years. 

To the Class of 2021, welcome to Lincoln Law School! Focus on your studies and feel free to interact with 
the other students who are eager to welcome you to the Lincoln community. 

A big thanks to our Voir Dire writers who put in valuable time during key points of the semester to write the 
articles featured in this Graduation Issue. Producing a twice-a-year student magazine would be impossible if 
not for the selfless dedication of our student writers. As editors, we are incredibly thankful for the writers who 
return with each issue fresh and intriguing ideas challenging the writing skills and intellectual curiosity of our 
writers. We are also super impressed with the number of 1L writers who stepped up “bigly.” 

We especially want to thank Dean Schiavenza for his guidance throughout the Fall and Graduation issues. 
Additionally, each article improved because of the keen eyes of our editors Professor Rob Gold and Director 
Linda Smolich, so thank you. 

We sincerely hope you enjoy this issue of the Voir Dire. We strived to develop timely articles on issues 
facing the legal world, the Lincoln Law School community, and to open up readers’ minds to new topics. 

Enjoy. 

Jimmy Pearson, 4L, co-editor

Phillip Ung, 2L, co-editor

VALEDICTORIAN’S 
MESSAGE 
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Ali Kubochi | Class of 2017 

I am honored and privileged to address Lincoln Law School of Sacramento as the Valedictorian for the Class of 2017.

Malcolm Gladwell, in his book Outliers, wrote, “No one—not rock stars, not professional athletes, not software 

billionaires, and not even geniuses—ever makes it alone.”

At graduation, one word that will not be in my thoughts or vocabulary on that particular day is the word, “I.” Rather, the 

thoughts and words that will be remembered and spoken will start with the word, “We.” In the law library, a.k.a. “the 

dungeon,” there is a famous quote by Abraham Lincoln that states, “If you are absolutely determined to make a lawyer 

of yourself, the thing is more than half done already.” When you are admitted to law school, the “I” part of becoming a 

lawyer is complete. The hardest part lies in the grind of the next four years after two nights of orientation. Here, comes 

the “We” part of it. 

In my first few weeks of school, my father told me to become friends with a person named Tiffany Nguyen (pronounced 

“Win”). Naturally, I listened closely for my last name to be called for attendance, waited about five minutes, and 

eagerly listened for the end of the alphabet, specifically the Ws. For the next several weeks, no luck. Finally, I confessed 

that I could not find a “Tiffany Win” in the class. My father, laughingly, pointed out that her last name was Nguyen. To 

my surprise, she was in my legal writing group. This is the story of how I met my friend Tiffany Tran Nguyen.

Two weeks before our dreaded Criminal Law midterm, I kept randomly bumping into someone in the bathroom 

in Classroom A. Of course, when I started law school, I barely said two words to anyone, let alone had a full-on 

conversation in the women’s bathroom. While we were washing our hands, she made it a point to start a conversation, 

a conversation that continued on for the last four years and includes everything from being study partners, moot court 

partners, gym buddies, to most importantly, my best friend. This is the story of how I met Carmen Delia Jimenez.

 My point is that I am only but one part, one reason why I will be privileged to walk across that stage in a few weeks. 

I owe my parents Stanley and Sharon Kubochi, my late-hour study buddy, Yoda Kubochi, my family, especially my 

bookmark maker Evan, and my friends everything. Thank you! 

As my three-year-old cousin, Bryce, energetically likes to say, “We did it,” after practicing his gymnastics moves at My 

Gym every Tuesday. 

Yes, it is true. Congratulations Class of 2017! WE DID IT!

To those who attend or will be attending Lincoln Law School: approach every exam, every project, and every endeavor 

with the mindset of leaving it all on the dance floor. During my first year of law school, my fellow cohorts would always 

ask me after an exam, “How do you think it went?” My reply: “It is what it is.” Start and finish law school by leaving it 

all on the dance floor. You will not regret it. 

In closing, I would like to thank the wonderful administration and amazing faculty for their effort in making Lincoln Law 

School a great place to learn and grow, not only as students but as members of the greater Sacramento community.
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PROPROFESSOR  
OF THE YEAR

RAY  
ROUSE

4. Why do you think the educational 
opportunities provided by Lincoln  
Law School are so important to  
the legal field?

Lincoln gives opportunities to people who would 
not otherwise have the means to become lawyers. 
There are a lot of people out there who would 
make great lawyers but don’t think they can afford 
law school or don’t want to go into a lifetime of 
debt to become a lawyer. Unfortunately, the legal 
profession never gets the benefit of that talent. 
Lincoln taps into a market that other schools 
don’t. As a result, the legal profession as a whole 
benefits. In addition, Lincoln’s affordability allows 
lawyers to work in areas that, while not paying 
very much, are extremely important and necessary 
to society (e.g., public-interest work).

5. What impression do you hope  
to leave on students who attend  
your class?

The impression I hope to leave is that this 
profession gives back what you put into it.  
Hard work is the key to success.

6. Do students ever leave an impression  
on you? Can you give an example?

Definitely. The students that leave the biggest 
impressions on me are the ones that refuse to give up 
despite struggling in first year. As examples, I can think 
of three students who recently passed the Bar. None of 
them made it through first year initially. In fact, one of 
them was told she would need to take the “Baby Bar” 
in order to continue her studies. Despite their early 
struggles, all of them persevered and passed the Bar. It 
would have been easy for them to give up. Instead, they 
kept working hard, and it paid off.

I’m also impressed by students that are working full-time 
and taking care of a family. When I was in school, I 
only worked full-time, and I thought that was difficult. I 
can’t even imagine what it’s like to do this with a family.

7. You teach the 1L Contract class. Tell us 
about the challenges of teaching a 1L class.

There are two big challenges. One is teaching the 
students how to be law students and to think like 
lawyers, on top of teaching the substantive Contracts 
material. Law school is an educational endeavor like no 
other. Changing the way people think about everyday 
issues can be very difficult. 

The second big challenge is trying to make Contracts 
interesting. Unfortunately, it is last on the list of most 
students’ favorite subjects. It can be boring, and the 
most conceptually difficult class, for most students. From 
the beginning of class, I try to get the students interested 
by informing them that contracts touch people’s lives 
more often than any other subject. For example, just 
buying lunch is a contract. Every year one or two 
students tell me they thought they were going to hate 
contracts, but found it interesting. I think everyone else 
is just trying to get through it without falling asleep. But 

I’m alright with it. As a lawyer, you are not going 
to like every case that comes across your desk. 
But you have to work the case anyway because 
somebody is counting on you.

8. What message or words of wisdom 
would you give the Graduates of 2017?

The fact you are graduating from law school 
means you can do anything you put your mind 
to and are willing to work for. Whatever life 
challenges lay ahead, always remember that.

9. What is the best and worst  
advice you have received as a 
practicing attorney?

I’ve received a lot of good advice. One that stands 
out is, “Sometimes you have to be good at being 
a bad lawyer.” Sometimes your workload will be 
overwhelming, or a client may want you to get 
results with less money or time than you would 
like. In those cases, you have to be good at being 
efficient. It’s not that being efficient necessarily 
equates to being a “bad lawyer.” But, to be 
efficient, you may have to cut a few corners that 
you wouldn’t normally cut if you had more time 
and resources. You have to learn what corners 
you can cut while still maximizing your chance of 
getting the result you want.

I haven’t received any bad advice. Even though 
you don’t follow someone’s advice doesn’t mean 
it was bad advice. In this business, you will have 
to make some tough decisions. Before making 
those decisions, you want to make sure you are 
as informed as possible. That will involve getting 
advice from other lawyers. Even if you don’t 
ultimately follow a colleague’s advice, it still 
helped you make your final decision.

By Phillip Ung | Class of 2019

1. How does it feel to be Lincoln Law 
School’s Professor of the Year?

It feels great! It is truly an honor. Sometimes, we first-year 
professors assume the fourth-year students have forgotten 
about us by the time the voting comes around. It’s a 
special feeling to know I made an impression that lasted 
for a few years (and hopefully beyond). Also, knowing 
Lincoln has so many great professors who are just as 
deserving of this award makes it that much more special.

2. What’s your favorite thing about  
teaching at Lincoln Law School? 

My favorite thing is the diversity of the students. Lincoln 
attracts students from many different backgrounds, and 
that makes teaching fun and interesting.

3. You currently work at the California 
Franchise Tax Board (FTB). What is your 
day-to-day like, and what’s your favorite 
part of working there?

I work in the settlement bureau of the legal department. 
My job is to attempt to negotiate settlements of disputed 
civil tax matters. For example, if a taxpayer disagrees 
with an audit determination, the taxpayer can protest 
or appeal the determination. Once the taxpayer does 
this, the matter is now “in dispute,” and the taxpayer 
can request entry into the settlement program. After 
reviewing the audit file, which can be large, I schedule 
a settlement conference and attempt to settle the case. 
I primarily work cases involving multistate corporations 
(corporations doing business in more than one state).

My favorite part of working for FTB is being able to work 
with, and learn from, some of the top tax professionals 
in the country. As the second largest taxing agency in 
the country (behind the IRS), FTB employs top-level talent 
who are recognized experts in the field. 
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Instagram has been publicly accused of “stealing” certain 

distinguishable features from Snapchat. The public 

perception is Instagram stole two features from Snapchat: 

First, the self-destructing pictures and video and, second, 

the popular “stories” mode features. Snapchat’s unique 

interface allowed users to touch their screen to display a 

picture and release the screen to cause the video or picture 

disappear. Soon after Snapchat’s rise to fame, Instagram 

produced their own version of “stories.”

Historically, every app designer has taken another app’s 

ideas or designs in some form or another. In the case of 

Instagram and Snapchat, both use vital distinctive designs 

and expressions that are deeply embedded within the soul 

of the application, such as the ability to self-destruct  

photos and videos. 

The conflict between the social media companies brings 

to question whether Instagram is in violation of copyright 

laws for using Snapchat’s app features. According to 

United States copyright laws, an infringement of a copyright 

provides the legal or beneficial owner of an exclusive right 

under a copyright to institute an action for any infringement 

of that right committed while he or she is the owner of it. 

(17 U.S.C. § 501, subd (b)) The issues turn upon one 

simple yet complex matter: unless a company is copying 

the exact underlying source code of the specific feature in 

question or the mirror image appearance of an expression, 

the claim of copyright infringement is not satisfied. 

Unfortunately for Snapchat, Instagram did not copy 

the exact underlying source code that was created by 

Snapchat. Because of this, Snapchat may be less likely 

to file a suit for copyright infringement. If a company was 

to use the expression of an idea but change the source 

coding, the claim is not valid because it was not a mirror 

image. For many companies, the law’s strict qualification 

prevents suits to be brought forward for multiple reasons. A 

major reason is the cost of litigating a copyright suit. Often, 

the suit is not brought into fruition or a claim is withdrawn. 

As technology advances further and further, it seems 

appropriate that copyright laws would adjust with the 

accelerating climate of digital expression. However, 

change in copyright law is unlikely to happen soon without 

compelling public policy reasons. Without a change to law, 

Silicon Valley may see more expressive copying without the 

infringement of copyrights.

By Kevin Alfred Roux | Class of 2020 

Snapchat is one of the most popular mobile apps on the market 

today. It enables users to send more selfies than ever imagined. 

The alluring aspect about Snapchat is the ability to send or 

receive self-destructing photos and videos that disappear after 

10 seconds or less. Snapchat has amassed over 158 million 

active users on their system since 2011. Originally, Snapchat 

had a strong user base between the ages of 18–24, but in 

recent years it has captured the hearts of users from all ages. 

Snapchat has increased in users by the millions due to its 

fun and wild custom filters that disguise a user’s face to the 

sponsored features provided by brands like The Food Network 

and The New York Times. 

Another company that provides similar services is Instagram, 

an application owned by Facebook Inc. Instagram is another 

mobile application that allows photo and video sharing. 

Currently, Instagram has accumulated over 600 million users 

since its creation in 2010. Although the median user age is 

18–29, the user base has people from all age ranges, and it’s 

designed for simple and friendly interactions. This allows all 

age groups to simply follow others and either “like” or comment 

on photos and videos. 

Recently, the popularity of Snapchat has rocketed to become 

the most frequently used app. As such, Instagram’s relevancy 

and market share was at stake within the same niche market 

of photo- and video-sharing capabilities. Instagram was the 

leader in this market based upon number of users, but Snapchat 

was gaining more users due to their design and features of 

their app. Because of Snapchat’s momentous rise in popularity, 

Instagram added new features to their established app, which 

were a clear copy of Snapchat’s app. As time progressed, 

Snapchat would introduce new features, only to be followed 

shortly by Instagram with very similar, if not exact, features. 

Snapchat is aware of this activity, but Instagram continues to 

take ideas and implement them within its application. 
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Have you ever wondered how to become a Legal Reader? 
It might surprise you to know that many Legal Readers have 
taken on the role not long after graduation. Professor Grippi 
recalls serving as a Legal Reader in 1986, the year he 
graduated from Lincoln, while he was working at the Law 
Offices of Victor Bertolani. 

The best way to start is by getting to know your Legal Writing 
instructor and your Legal Reader. Express your interest to 
them, or to the dean, even before you’ve graduated! A Legal 
Reader is someone who is interested in helping students. A 
great way to prepare is by getting experience mentoring 
or tutoring lower-level students. Consider tutoring during 
your fourth year, or acting as a mentor to students who 
can benefit from your advice regarding writing techniques, 
study approaches, or even simply tips for tackling the many 
personal challenges of law school. In addition to helping 
your fellow students, acting as a mentor or tutor will help you 
determine whether you are really suited for, and truly interested 
in, serving as a Legal Reader.

Candidates for the Legal Reader role are often referred to 
Professor McNertney or the dean, but interested parties can 
apply by simply submitting a resume, references, and a 
writing sample. New Readers meet with Professor McNertney 
before starting with an assigned group of students and receive 
copies of past professor outlines for the first-year classes, as 
well as access to old exam questions, professor’s notes, and 
sample answers. Professor McNertney also audits the grades 
and comments readers are providing to students in order to 
provide them with constructive feedback.

All readers attend continuous calibration sessions, where they 
read several answers to a past exam and see if they can 
predict what grades the professor gave to those students. The 
Readers and Professor McNertney then meet as a group to 
discuss the grades they gave and why. In the past few years, 
these calibration sessions have been incredibly consistent, 
with readers varying only as much as ten points from the 
grade the professor gave to the student!

The role of Legal Reader is tough but rewarding. To learn 
more, talk to one of the current Lincoln Law School Legal 
Readers. They are: 

Dee Brown, Administrative Law Judge
Katey Bakerjian, Attorney
Scott Claremont, Attorney
Tony Contreras, Teacher
Peter Khang, Attorney
Amy Holliday, Attorney
Cory Irish, Attorney
Marcie Larson, Administrative Law Judge
Darren Pytel, Davis Police Chief
Dennis Pytel, Attorney
Nicole Rouse, Attorney
Christopher Ryan, Attorney
Kathleen Schramm, Attorney

By April Harris | Class of 2019 

The Lincoln Law School Legal Writing course is required for all 
1Ls. Year after year, bleary-eyed students – exhausted from Torts 
class with the dean a mere 12 hours earlier – shuffle into the 
school on Saturday mornings, large coffee in hand. For many 
students, including those who haven’t been in school in a long 
time, or perhaps those who’ve never read a legal document 
and are unfamiliar with the style of legal writing, the course 
is incredibly beneficial. To many of these students, the most 
important aspect of the Legal Writing class is the Legal Readers.

Lincoln Law School’s Legal Writing program was created in 
1973 and is rather unique, owing to the small group setting 
of the Legal Reader groups. Many current Lincoln professors 
have served as both Legal Readers and as professor of the 
Legal Writing course, including Professors Grippi, Gold, 
Larson, Wright, Rouse, and currently Professor McNertney. 
Professor Grippi even recalls one year that Andy Smolich 
served as a Legal Reader while he was dean!

When the Legal Writing program began, and until the 
early 2000s, a Legal Reader’s role was simply to grade the 
students’ papers, hand them back, then give a brief “lecture” 
of points they wanted to share to the group. Now, it has 
evolved into a more in-depth and intimate interaction where 
the Readers serve as mentors and even tutors, spending a 
great deal more time during class working in small groups.

Serving as a Legal Reader is no easy task, and takes a 
significant time commitment. Not only do Readers give up 
many of their Saturday mornings each year to meet with 
students during class, but they must also read through multiple 
“exams” after class and provide meaningful constructive 
feedback. Why would someone choose to serve as a Legal 
Reader? Some, like Professor McNertney, do it to give back 
to a school that they loved and appreciated as a student 
themselves. Some do it as a stepping-stone to a teaching 
position. Perhaps some do it for the money – it is, after all, a 
paid position. Some do it because they enjoy mentoring future 
lawyers and keeping their own writing skills fresh.

The Lincoln Law School administration is always looking for 
qualified Legal Readers. Those who are hard workers and 
have good interpersonal skills, as well as great oral and 
written communication skills, make ideal Readers. A good 
Legal Reader is someone who continuously strives to inspire 
and motivate students.

LINCOLN’S
LEGAL  
WRITING 
PROGRAM

 

YOU STOLE  
MY IDEA: 
COPYRIGHT  
LAW AND  
SOCIAL MEDIA
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funds to avert homelessness, then how much of the city’s 
budget is spent on addressing, but not preventing or 
ending, homelessness?

In June 2015, the Sacramento City Council requested 
a study analyzing the financial resources that the city 
commits to issues relating to homelessness. During 
the 2014–2015 fiscal year, the City of Sacramento’s 
operational budget was $640,010,000, and 
$10,819,526 was spent on homelessness— 
or 1.69% of the total budget.6

The three departments with the largest costs are the 
Sacramento Police Department, Sacramento Fire 
Department, and the Department of Parks and Recreation. 
These three departments represented approximately 84 
percent of the total homeless-related expenses from the 
City’s operational budget. 

The largest cost came from the Sacramento Fire 
Department to transport homeless people in ambulances.7 
Costs from the Sacramento Police Department 
materialized by way of law enforcement, and costs 
from the Department of Parks and Recreation derived 
primarily from rubbish disposal. From November 2014 
to December 2015, the City collected and disposed of 
3,680 cubic yards of trash (almost 1,000 tons) left at 
abandoned homeless encampments—which included 
hypodermic needles and human feces.8 These costs do 
not mitigate community impacts and also do not help to 
reduce or end homelessness.9

By Anthony Wallen | Class of 2019 

Homeless, vagabond, destitute, displaced, or outcast—
no matter what synonym one uses, homelessness is a real 
and hotly contested issue across the world. Nationally, it 
is estimated that the number of individuals experiencing 
homelessness is approximately 578,000.1 A homeless 
individual is defined as one who “Lacks a fixed, regular 
and adequate nighttime residence; and [has] as a 
primary nighttime residence that is..[a shelter] or other 
place not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular 
sleeping accommodation for human beings.”  
(42 U.S.C. §11302(a).) 

It should come as no surprise that California has the 
highest rate of homelessness at nearly 113,000.2 On any 
given night, approximately 2,659 individuals experience 
homelessness in Sacramento County, and roughly one-
third of these people are unsheltered.3 Although there are 
no accurate statistics outlining the number of homeless 
people in the City of Sacramento it is safe to assume that 
a majority of Sacramento County’s homeless population 
lives within Sacramento city limits. Homelessness is a 
major concern statewide but it is managed mostly at  
the local level. So, what is the City of Sacramento  
doing about it?

Sacramento does not provide direct services to persons 
experiencing homelessness.4 Efforts to prevent and 
end homelessness in Sacramento County are led by 
Sacramento Steps Forward (SSF), the lead agency for 
administering over $18 million in federal funding for 
homeless service programs.5 If the city does not allocate 

SMOTHER THE 
CAMPFIRE: 
HOMELESSNESS IN 
SACRAMENTO

HOMELESSNESS
Besides the government, there are also many highly-active 
private non-profit organizations that assist the homeless. The 
most notable example is Loaves & Fishes. Nearly 700 people 
migrate to the downtown campus on North C Street per 
day for hot meals, showers, legal help, health facilities, and 
other services. Loaves & Fishes, which relies solely on private 
funding, has 12 programs, 80 employees, and an annual 
budget of about $6 million.10 Another distinguished example 
is the Winter Sanctuary Program, which serves as a winter 
shelter for the homeless in Sacramento. Houses of worship 
throughout Sacramento County (30 total) assist this program.11 
However, are there enough homeless shelters in Sacramento?

“Not even close,” said Joan Burke, Loaves & Fishes’ 
advocacy director.12 In total, there are 1,033 slots scattered 
across more than two-dozen shelter and motel programs in 
Sacramento County, “each with its own intake procedures 
and target populations,” Burke expressed. “The process of 
getting into a shelter is anything but user-friendly or efficient.” 
A Loaves & Fishes survey of 336 guests, who arrived for 
lunch one day, revealed that 63 percent of them had slept 
outside the previous night.13 It is uncontested that there are 
not enough beds for each homeless person in Sacramento, 
but what is the City’s stance on this issue? The answer may 
lie in the City’s anti-camping ordinance. 

Sacramento City Code section 12.52.030 makes it 
“unlawful and a public nuisance for any person to camp, 
occupy camp facilities, or use camp paraphernalia in... 
[a]ny public property; or [a]ny private property [with 
some exceptions].” Many people feel that this type of 
city ordinance is analogous to making homelessness a 
crime. Although some elected officials acknowledge that 
criminalizing people who are homeless does not address the 
root cause of the problem, California cities nevertheless lead 
the nation in enacting and enforcing anti-homeless laws.14 
As of 2016, Sacramento had a total of 11 anti-homeless 
laws.15 But, a significant question is whether Sacramento’s 
anti-camping ordinance is constitutional.

A facial challenge to the constitutional validity of the 
ordinance was decided in 2015. (Allen v. City of 
Sacramento (2015) 234 Cal.App.4th 41.) The Court 
rejected claims that the City’s ordinance was unconstitutional 
under the Eighth Amendment. The court reasoned, 
“Sacramento’s ordinance punishes the acts of camping, 
occupying camp facilities, and using camp paraphernalia, 

not homelessness.” (Allen v. City of Sacramento, supra, 
234 Cal.App.4th at p. 60.) The only aspect of this 
case that is currently being litigated is based on the 
plaintiffs’ claim that the City does not equally enforce 
the ordinance, and, therefore, is a violation of the Equal 
Protection Clause (EPC) of the Fourteenth Amendment. 
No ruling has been made yet on this part of the appeal. 

According to the Berkeley Law Policy Advocacy Clinic, 
“Anti-homeless laws represent a modern-day example of 
vagrancy laws that date back centuries. They are akin 
to Jim Crow laws, anti-Okie laws, sundown towns, and 
‘ugly’ laws, which were designed to expel, punish, or 
otherwise discourage the presence of people deemed 
“undesirable” in public spaces.”17 

It seems counter-intuitive that the Constitution would 
allow punishment of an individual for conduct that is, 
in some sense, involuntary. However, the courts are not 
comfortable in setting a precedent that allows:

[F]or an onslaught of challenges to criminal 
convictions by those who seek to rely on the 
involuntariness of their actions. It would potentially 
provide constitutional recourse to anyone convicted 
on the basis of conduct derivative of a condition 
he is allegedly ‘“powerless to change.’” …Such 
a decision] would be dangerous bordering on 
irresponsible. (Lehr v. City of Sacramento (E.D.Cal. 
2009) 624 F.Supp. 2d 1218, 1234, brackets  
not in original.)

Notwithstanding, it is hard to say how the court will 
determine the EPC issue of Sacramento’s anti-camping 
ordinance. Nonetheless, there have been recent 
changes in Sacramento’s homelessness paradigm. 
The new Sacramento mayor, Darrell Steinberg, has 
vowed to take a much more aggressive approach 
toward reducing homelessness across the Sacramento 
region. In his own words, “…you ain’t seen nothing 
yet, stay tuned.”18 For now, it is wise to “stay tuned” 
and patiently wait and see how the homelessness ethos 
develops under new political leadership in Sacramento. 
Hopefully, Mayor Steinberg’s tenure will foster 
reasonable and regular sleeping accommodations for 
Sacramento’s homeless human beings. 

SACRAMENTO

IN

1The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Office of Community Planning and Development, “The 2014 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to 
Congress,” https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/2014-AHAR-Part1.pdf.
2Sacramento Steps Forward, “Homelessness in Sacramento,” http://sacramentostepsforward.org/understanding-homelessness/point-in-time-pit-scope-size-populations/.
3Sacramento Steps Forward, “Homelessness in Sacramento.”
4City of Sacramento, “Homeless Coordination,” http://www.cityofsacramento.org/city-manager/homeless-coordination.
5City of Sacramento, “Cost of Homelessness to the City of Sacramento October 2015.”
6Ibid.
7City of Sacramento, “Cost of Homelessness to the City of Sacramento October 2015.”
8City of Sacramento, “Camping Protestors: Facts from City Hall: General Information on Homelessness, Shelters, and Services.”
9City of Sacramento, “Cost of Homelessness to the City of Sacramento October 2015.”

10Cynthia Hubert, “Sister Libby Fernandez to Leave Loaves & Fishes, Start New Homeless Ministry,” The Sacramento Bee, January 25, 2017, http://www.sacbee.com/
news/local/article128803284.html.
11Sacramento Steps Forward, http://sacramentostepsforward.org/our-programs/wintersanctuary/.
12Raheem Hosseini, “Debunking Five Myths about Sacramento’s Latest Homelessness Debate,” Sacramento News and Review, February 4, 2016, https://www.newsreview.
com/sacramento/debunking-five-myths-about-sacramentos/content?oid=19884547.
13Hosseini, “Debunking Five Myths about Sacramento’s Latest Homelessness Debate.”
14Berkeley Law Policy Advocacy Clinic, “California’s New Vagrancy Laws: The Growing Enactment and Enforcement of Anti-Homeless Laws in the Golden State,” June 2016. 
15Berkeley Law Policy Advocacy Clinic, “California’s New Vagrancy Laws: The Growing Enactment and Enforcement of Anti-Homeless Laws in the Golden State,” June 2016.
16City of Sacramento, “Resources & Reports,” http://www.cityofsacramento.org/City-Manager/Homeless-Coordination/Resources-and-Reports.
17Berkeley Law Policy Advocacy Clinic, “California’s New Vagrancy Laws: The Growing Enactment and Enforcement of Anti-Homeless Laws in the Golden State,” June 2016.
18Anita Chabria, “Mayor Darrell Steinberg Vows Action at Homeless Warming Center,” The Sacramento Bee, January 3, 2017, http://www.sacbee.com/news/local/
article124347509.html.
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NEW LAWS  
FOR  
CALIFORNIA  
CRIMINAL  
JUSTICE 

AB 701  
Rape

This bill is in response to a Stanford University sexual 
assault, where an unconscious woman was raped behind a 
dumpster. In the Stanford case, the perpetrator could not be 
charged with rape due to California’s outdated definition 
of “rape” that requires penile penetration. Other types of 
sexual assault, including sodomy and forcible penetration 
of a foreign object, were not categorized as “rape.” 
This bill closed that loophole and states that all forms of 
nonconsensual sexual assault may be considered rape for 
purposes of the gravity of the offense.  

AB 1554  
Powdered Alcohol
This bill prohibits the possession, purchase, sale, and use 
of powdered alcohol. 

AB 1744  
Sexual Assault  
Forensic Medical Evidence Kit

There are approximately 10-12 different “rape kits” in 
California. Some forensic medical examination teams are 
required to be familiar with multiple kits, which creates the 
potential for error. This bill establishes a standardized kit to 
help streamline the process and better serve the victims. 

AB 1761  
Affirmative Defense  
for Human Trafficking Victims

This bill creates an affirmative defense applicable to  
non-serious crimes, where the person who committed the 
crime was coerced to do so as a victim of human trafficking.

AB 2298  
Criminal Gangs

This bill expands the existing notification process for anyone 
whose name is placed in a law enforcement shared 
gang database. Once a person is notified of his or her 
placement in a shared gang database, they may contest 
the designation. If the local law enforcement agency denies 
their challenge, they may appeal to the superior court 
through a procedure established by the bill.
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AB 2687 
Uber and Lyft Drivers  
Blood Alcohol Content

Beginning July 1, 2018, it will be unlawful for 
a person who has 0.04 percent or more blood 
alcohol content to drive a motor vehicle with a 
passenger for hire.

AB 2888  
Mandatory Prison Sentence  
for Sex Crimes Against an 
Unconscious Person.

When a victim is unconscious or severely 
intoxicated, they are unable to resist and the 
perpetrator does not have to use force. Because 
force was not used, the court has discretion to 
sentence the perpetrator to probation, which 
could lead to little or no jail time. This bill closes 
that loophole and imposes a mandatory prison 
sentence if a person is convicted of rape, sodomy, 
penetration with a foreign object, or oral copulation 
if the victim was either unconscious or incapable of 
giving consent due to intoxication.

SB 443  
Forfeiture of  
Controlled Substances

The bill will require a criminal conviction for  
the unlawful manufacture or cultivation of any 
controlled substance before law enforcement  
can recover expenses related to seizing or 
destroying the illegal drugs.

 

SB 813  
Statute of Limitations

The bill will allow the prosecution of specified sex 
crimes at any time. Prior to this bill, the law required 
prosecution of specified sex crimes be commenced 
within 10 years of the offense.

SB 883  
Protective Orders

The bill increases the penalty for a willful and 
knowing violation of a court’s protective or stay-
away order that was issued for the conviction of 
inflicting a corporal injury resulting in a traumatic 
condition. 

SB 1143  
Solitary Confinement  
of Juveniles

This bill places restrictions on the use of solitary 
confinement for minors who are detained in  
juvenile hall.

SB 1182  
Date Rape Drugs

This bill makes it a felony to possess a date-rape 
drug with the intent to commit a specified sex crime.

SB 1322  
Under 18 Prostitution

The bill exempts individuals under the age  
of 18 from crimes to solicit or engage in any  
act of prostitution. 

SBX2 5  
Electronic Cigarettes
This bill makes it unlawful to sell electronic 
cigarettes to a person under 18 years of age.

By Tiffany Mathews I Class of 2020 

The beginning of a new year  

brings new laws. The California 

Legislature passed a multitude of 

bills that impact public safety.  

Recent national attention on cases 

of sexual assault has galvanized an 

effort in California to address some 

of these issues. There is also a focus 

on reducing punishment for minors 

under the age of 18 years old.  

Here are some of the new laws that 

will affect our criminal justice system:
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STUDENT BAR  

these are professionals who potentially obtain a license to 

practice law and there is a consumer-protection issue  

to be considered.

Many have argued test-takers who come from 

ABA-accredited law schools perform better on the exam 

than students from unaccredited schools, and students 

scoring in the lower ratio of the exam are of minority 

groups; however, we must consider other major facts 

contributing to the decline in passing bar rates. 

Some students are unable to afford expensive bar-prep 

programs, some have full-time jobs, and others have 

families. It has been suggested that heavily weighing 

the MBE does not necessarily demonstrate the capacity 

of a student to practice law, rather the performance-test 

scheme of the bar is the most accurate way of knowing the 

capacity of that individual’s potential for practicing law. The 

performance test has since been removed as of 2012. 

Along with the low passing bar rates, you begin to see a 

decrease in enrollment with law schools. The decline of 

enrollment was 25.5 percent between 2010 and 2016. 

This puts law schools in a difficult situation where they are 

struggling to recruit potential students and find the difficulty 

of not being able to fill those seats with students. This was 

not the issue five years ago.

Many have become frustrated and have shifted to move 

out of state where they simply have a greater chance of 

passing. This means California is losing talented lawyers, 

and not enough lawyers are becoming accessible to the 

growth of the population. Low bar passing rates also lead 

to a greater chance of unemployment for a longer period. 

There are not many employers who are willing to retain 

students who have failed the bar. Having a job enables 

students to pay their loans. 

Despite the decline in California’s overall low bar passing rate, 

schools are unclear on how students will continue to perform 

on the exam and what effective path they can take to see those 

bar rates increase. 

By Anna Zepeda | Class of 2020

The bar exam is “traumatizing, demoralizing, terrifying 

and devastating.” That opinion is according to Samuel 

Cheng, outgoing 14th Circuit Governor for the American 

Bar Association’s Law Student Division and a law student 

at the University of California Hastings College of the Law, 

as he testified in front of a state legislative committee’s 

informational hearing on low bar passage rates. 

The State of California requires attorneys to pass the bar to 

practice law. At the same time, California’s bar is infamous 

for its high level of difficulty. Law school students hope that 

years in law school have prepared them to pass the bar 

exam on their first attempt. However, that is not the case for 

many California law school students. 

In July 2016, California bar takers passed at the exam’s lowest 

rate in 32 years. The decline in the passage rate caused 

students, law school deans, and legislators to question what 

was occurring and who or what was to blame. 

There are no clear answers, but plenty of questions. Is the 

exam too rigorous compared to other states? Are too many 

subjects being tested? Are professors providing an adequate 

education to students? Are bar review programs preparing 

students for the exam?

Bar exam essay questions are drafted by professors, while 

the performance test is developed by a team composed of 

practitioners and clinical professors. Multi-state Bar Exam 

(MBE) questions are edited, pre-tested, and verified to 

ensure reasonable time constraints and fair scoring. Starting 

in July 2017, the exam shifts from its traditional three-day 

schedule to a new two-day exam. What has remained 

unchanged for decades is the California bar exam passing 

score, best known as the “cut score.” 

Many professionals in the legal field have argued that the 

cut score needs to be temporarily lowered to the same 

standard as other states across the nation, making it fairer 

for law students to obtain their practicing license; but others 

believe that the exam should remain as rigorous, because 

CALIFORNIA SETTING 
A LOW BAR FOR 
PASSAGE RATES
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SEARCHING FOR THE 
AMERICAN DREAM

AMERICAN DREAM

While navigating through the process, there are many 
obstacles, including language barriers, the inability to find 
a sponsor or pay the required application fees, and long 
waiting periods. For example, a Mexican immigrant with 
a sibling sponsor would experience a twenty-year waitlist, 
according to the United States State Department’s September 
2016 Bulletin. If sponsored by a spouse, the waitlist may be 
under three years. Could you wait that long for your dreams? 
Would you be able to pay for family expenses and afford the 
numerous fees? 

These obstacles occur more than anyone would expect. 
Many people choose to pursue their dream regardless of 
their visa or residence status. According to the Pew Research 
Center, the United States has an estimated 11.1 million unau-
thorized immigrants residing in the U.S in 2014. Many of 
these unauthorized immigrants wanted lawful entry, but some 
never found a sponsor and found their journey a strenuous, 
but not impossible task. As a result, they did not allow their 
legal status to stand in their way. 

Fortunately, these same people are ambitious, resilient, and 
won’t let themselves get knocked down easily. These are also 
the same people who have been aiding economic growth 
and providing rich cultural diversity in their communities. 
These same immigrants are often called derogatory names 
without just cause; however, everyone must realize they 
are just as human as you and me. They should be treated 
humanely and should not be treated as a statistic or “unau-
thorized immigrant.” These immigrants have real names, 
which we should all use as a sign of respect to humanity  
and civil rights.

Although we cannot control what other people say, we 
can control what we personally think and say. The mass 
media has been providing a constant mix of opinions and 
information to viewers, muddying this important issue.  
As the news continues its coverage of immigration, I hope 
you will use this basic foundational knowledge to help 
decipher the truth. 

By Rafael Garcia | Class of 2019

With immigration policy becoming a hot topic in the United 
States, it is timely to review America’s immigration process. A 
major reason many people immigrate to the United State is 
the search for a better life. Knowing a person’s motivation can 
humanize the individual in ways terms of art cannot. Immigrants 
are human just like you and me. 

A person coming to this county will encounter America’s complex 
immigration process. First, many immigrants must obtain an 
“immigrant visa” requiring sponsorship from a citizen, permanent 
resident, or prospective American employer. Second, a person 
applies and becomes a permanent resident. To become a lawful 
permanent resident, a person must have a qualified family 
member, a job offer or employment, or a special category to 
sponsor their residence. Typically, a person will seek entrance 
through a qualified family member. In this process applicants 
must pay application fees and file paperwork, including an 
Application to Register Permanent Residence or Adjust Status, 
and a Petition for Alien Relative costing approximately $1,140, 
and $535, respectively. 

Subsequently, some immigrants wish to become citizens. To 
obtain citizenship, a person must have “resided continuously, 
after being lawfully admitted for permanent residence, within 
the United States for at least five years and during the five 
years immediately preceding the date of filing his application…
and still is a person of good moral character.” (8 U.S.C. § 
1427, subd (a)) Additionally, applicants must retain all records 
concerning past residence and other relevant information 
pertaining the citizenship application. Federal regulations define 
a person of “good moral character” as one who measures up to 
the standards of average citizens of the community in which the 
applicant resides and does not commit unlawful acts.

After meeting the five-year residency period, an applicant needs 
to file the Application for Naturalization and pay an estimated 
$640 fee. Once processed, an applicant completes a history 
and verbal exam. Upon passage of the exam, the applicant 
takes the naturalization oath and officially becomes a citizen. 
There are benefits and responsibilities of citizenship, including 
the pursuit of the American dream. 
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1. How has an education from Lincoln 
Law School helped your career?

Since starting my education at Lincoln Law School twenty 
years ago, I have never had a moment of regret for doing 
so. Like so many other graduates, and current students, I 
had a young family and established career prior to starting 
law school. Lincoln provided a challenging educational 
experience with many late nights and long weekends,  
but it also provided a supportive environment that catered  
to students in a similar position as my own.

Most graduates will find that attending law school has 
impacts on your life that stay with you throughout your 
career, whether you practice law or not. The analytical 
approach to critical thinking is something you will frequently 
employ. Yes, IRAC never goes away! More important than 
teaching you WHAT to think, law schools teaches you 
HOW to think.

2. What advice would you give to 
students graduating and entering the 
legal field?

The type of law practiced and the personality of a firm you 
may join are as varied and diverse as are the members of 
the Bar. I myself found that I thrived more in a smaller firm 
and/or as a solo practitioner than I did in a larger firm, 
while friends and classmates went an entirely different route. 
The key is to identify what fulfills you professionally and 
personally and follow that route. Time goes by fast. Spend it 
doing what makes you happy.

3. Where should students start if they  
are interested in pursuing a career in 
public service?

Get involved in your community! Involvement has many faces 
– volunteering in schools and neighborhood associations, 
political activity, civic engagement, pro bono work, etc. 
There is no shortage of needs.

My community service 
started when I approached 
my City Council Member, 
and college professor, Joe 
Serna, in 1988. I was 
raising a young family 
in Oak Park and saw 
a neighborhood in the 
grips of violence, drugs, 
and blight. I approached 
Council Member Serna 
and asked him, “As our 
Council Member, what are 
you going to do?”

He immediately replied, “The question is, ‘What are you 
going to do?’

That one line forever changed my thinking about public 
service. I learned not to look to others to solve my 
community’s problems, but to step up. It is what led me  
to get involved in my neighborhood schools and eventually 
run for school board, and it still drives me today as a 
member of the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors.

4. How does it feel to be named 
Alumnus of the Year?

Actually, it means a great deal. I had an opportunity to 
go to that other law school in town instead of Lincoln. 
After meeting with faculty and staff, and talking with 
lawyers in the community who I respected, I came 
to the conclusion that Lincoln was a better fit for me 
personally. I have never regretted that decision. Lincoln 
provides an educational opportunity that is unique in 
our community. My wife refers to it as “the law school 
that teaches scrappy lawyers.” I like that, and I am 
proud of this honor for what the school represents.

5. Your biography shows you are a 
very active person. What tips do you 
have for managing time effectively?

I represent almost 400,000 constituents on the County 
Board of Supervisors. We manage a $4 billion budget 
with 13,000 employees in 40 departments. I also 
sit on over 30 boards and commissions. The key to 
balancing that is the ability to shift gears quickly and 
compartmentalize. Beyond that, an understanding wife 
and amazing scheduling assistant doesn’t hurt!

Patrick Kennedy (’01) is Lincoln Law 

School’s Alumnus of the Year for 2017! 

Mr. Kennedy currently serves as one of the 

five supervisors on the Sacramento County 

Board of Supervisors. Elected in 2014, Mr. 

Kennedy represents 400,000 Sacramentans 

in a diverse district that includes South 

Sacramento and the Vineyard. Before his 

election to the board, he served on the 

Sacramento City Unified School District 

Board of Education (2008-2014) and the 

Sacramento City Planning Commission 

(1993-2004). Mr. Kennedy received a 

degree in Government from Sacramento 

State University and, of course, his law 

degree from Lincoln Law School. 

Mr. Kennedy has a private law practice 

and business development consulting firm 

with a specialization in the construction 

industry. Mr. Kennedy is a fourth-generation 

Sacramentan who, with his wife Judy, raised 

four daughters in Hollywood Park. Please 

enjoy our interview with Supervisor Kennedy. 

PATRICK
KENNEDY

ALUMNUS 
 OF THE YEAR 
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review CPRA challenges on a case-by-case basis. Because the 
Court found no law that required public employees to only use 
government accounts, the Court expressed concern about the 
consequences of siding with the City’s argument:

  “Government officials could hide their most sensitive,  
 and potentially damning, discussions in [private] 
 accounts. The City’s interpretation ‘would not only put an  
 increasing amount of information beyond the public’s  
 grasp, but also encourage government officials to  
 conduct the public’s business in private.’” 

By granting access to private accounts under specific 
circumstances, the ruling predictably would cause anxiety 
from public agencies attempting to comply with the Court’s 
holding. To get ahead of those concerns, Justice Corrigan 
provided guidance for conducting searches of private accounts, 
going through several options used by federal agencies and 
other states. CPRA requires government agencies to make 
“reasonable efforts” to locate and disclose records. The Court 
concluded that “reasonable efforts do not require that agencies 
undertake extraordinary extensive or intrusive searches,” 
and searches “need only be reasonably calculated to locate 
responsive documents.” 

The Court suggested an agency processing a CPRA request 
should, first, communicate the request to employees who 
have responsive documents. Secondly, the agency can then 
reasonably rely on the employee to search the personal records 
on their own accord, rather than the agency or other employees 
invading the individual’s privacy. Thirdly, after searching their 
own personal files, accounts, and devices, employees should 
submit an affidavit with enough facts to show the withheld 
information is not a public record under the law and reasons 
why. The Court believes this process would be sufficient to meet 
the “reasonable effort” standard, respect the balance of public 
and private interests, and provides the requester and court with 
a factual record of why materials were withheld. The opinion 
also suggested agencies adopt policies that require employees to 
copy their government accounts for all communications related to 
public business, thus establishing a record on public servers. 

If you are a government employee who may now be worried 
agency gossip on private accounts will spill into the public 
environment, the Court provides a saving grace: “depending on 
the context, an email to a spouse complaining, ‘My coworker is 
an idiot,’ would likely not be a public record.” We can all exhale. 

The California Supreme Court reversed the Court of Appeal and 
remanded for further proceedings consistent with the opinion. 
Justice Corrigan’s opinion received unanimous concurrence.

By Phillip Ung | Class of 2019

In March 2017, the California Supreme Court sent shockwaves 
through local and state governments. The Supreme Court held that 
a public employee’s communications through private accounts or 
devices discussing public business are subject to disclosure under 
the California Public Records Act (CPRA). 

The saga over government transparency began in 2009 with a 
single concerned citizen: Ted Smith. Smith is a resident of San 
Jose who was concerned with redevelopment projects in the city’s 
downtown. He filed a CPRA request seeking disclosure of records 
and communications from the city, the public redevelopment 
agency, and other elected officials and staff. Smith sought 
disclosure of emails and text messages from private electronic 
devices and accounts from members of the city council. The City 
disclosed only the communications using public telephone numbers 
and email accounts and denied access to individual’s’ private 
accounts. Smith sued. 

Smith requested the court interpret the definition of a “public 
record” and determine whether it included communications on 
private accounts and devices owned by public officials about the 
business of the people. The City of San Jose (hereby known as the 
City) believed the communications were not public records because 
the accounts were outside of the control of the City. The trial court 
granted Smith’s motion for summary judgment, and the Court of 
Appeals issued a writ of mandate reversing. Smith appealed to 
California’s high court. 

The Court’s opinion was written by Justice Carol A. Corrigan. The 
opinion recognized “public access to information must sometimes 
yield to personal privacy interests,” and “CPRA and the Constitution 
strike a careful balance between public access and personal 
privacy.” The Court recognized a key challenge to CPRA lawsuits is 
finding and maintaining a balance between personal privacy and 
public access. However, the Court ultimately found the issue before 
them was a narrow one, but throughout the opinion, continued to 
reference the “balancing” challenge. 

The City requested the court rule that private accounts used by 
public officials are categorically not “public records,” regardless 
of the content of the discussion. The Court was unconvinced 
and sided with Smith’s argument that establishing a categorical 
standard would be a mistake and the Court should continue to 

A VICTORY FOR 
TRANSPARENCY:  
CITY OF SAN JOSE  
V. SUPERIOR COURT

LINCOLN LAW  
SCHOOL GRADUATES 
2017

Jasmin Aleman
National Latina/o Law Student Association (Lincoln Chapter) Co-Founder 2014,  
Vice President 2014-2015, President 2016-2017

Silvia Aleman, mami: Your resilience, strength, and unconditional support humbles me. Your love 
empowers me. Your existence nourishes me. Apa, Jose Aleman: Thank you for showing me that nothing 
is impossible. I am so proud of your journey and dedication. Jose, Samuel, Rick, Cerina, Sammy Jr., 
Syleena, Papi & Tenoch: Gracias, I love you. Eric Vega: Your influence is immeasurable and I thank the 
universe for you.To my friends, my Sol Collective and extended family (special shout out to my primas), and 
my community:  
I am nothing without you. I appreciate your care, patience, guidance, and your inspiration.

“We do this because the world we live in is a house on fire and the people we love are burning.”  
– Sandra Cisneros

Classmates: May you find comfort in the rap lyrics of Joey Badass, “I used to feel so devastated/At times  
I thought we’d never make it/But now we on our way to greatness/And all that ever took was patience.”

Raquel Ayala Vargas
“All that I am or hope to be I owe to my angel mother.” ~ Abraham Lincoln. I dedicate this 
achievement to my beautiful mother, Adina Ayala Moran, who is for me the perfect example of love, 
hard work and determination. Also to my handsome husband William Vargas who’s support, love, 
and encouragement has carried me through the most toughest of days! I love you babe, I could not 
have done it without you! 

Alexander Earl Blackford
There are so many who contributed to my graduation I cannot name them all here. Just know that 
if you ever spoke a kind word to me, you made a difference. However, there are many without 
whom this day might not have happened. I want to give a special “thank you” to my Mom, Dad, 
Al, Scott, Blake, Rick, Sasha, Wendy, Claudia, Joanne, Guzel, Eva, Haelyn, Beth, and Tommy for 
going above and beyond with their financial support as well as encouragement. Thank you to Tom, 
Bronwen, Anna, Taylor, Rick, Jade, and Angela for believing in me. And finally, thank you Allan for 
planting the seed that this was something I was even capable of doing. 
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Douglas James Bolsover
“If you are resolutely determined to make a lawyer of yourself, the thing is more than half done 
already.” – A. Lincoln. 

This endeavor would not have been possible without the loving support, and copious amounts of 
understanding, from my wife, Shelli. She and my kids; Amber, Douglas Jr., Samantha, Brice and 
Nathan provide my motivation, encouragement, and center. Thank You, and I Love You. 

Kristen L. Bruce
I never could have achieved this pursuit without the support of my family and one loyal golden 
retriever. To all of them, thank you. This was a journey I underestimated: it challenged me, consumed 
me, exhausted me, and in the end changed me. To Connie and classmates I now call friends, thank 
you for sharing this road. I am proud to know you and to have studied with you. It’s as much a group 
victory as it is individual. We did it!

To my daughter: You are my heart and motivation. Be inspired to accept new challenges, pursue 
dreams and empower yourself with knowledge because “the beautiful thing about learning is that no 
one can take it away from you.” – B.B. King 

Logan Byrne
First day of law school:

Dean: “You can’t learn a semester’s worth of information in two weeks” 

Me: Challenge accepted. 

Garret Chapple

Ivan Bucheli
This accomplishment is dedicated to my parents Guido and Stella. I miss them every minute of every day. 

Kristina, thank you for your unconditional support during the past four years, for your patience, for pushing 
me to give the best of me, for being my best friend and the best wife that a man could hope for, and 
for all the love. Thank you to Julianna and Lucio. You guys are the engine of my life. You fill my days with 
pure love. I am lucky to have such amazing kids. All this is for you. 

Thank you to my sisters and brother for being the best cheerleaders, friends, confidants, and helpers. 
Lizbeth, Monica, Guido and Andrea, this would have been impossible without your support, love 
and enthusiasm. I hope, I can emulate the example of love, compassion and generosity that you have 
showed me during all my life. I love you guys. Spacial thank you Dean Schiavenza and the Lincoln Law 
School faculty for this opportunity. And thank you to the rest of family, classmates and friends, specially 
my study partner Ellen, for all your support. Now let’s party!!
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Ellen Mary Fawl
I’d like to thank my husband, Steven Fawl, for waiting on me hand and foot and being such a great 
support. Thank you to my parents who always said I could do anything I set my mind to, and for 
showing me that we have many lives to live. To my children and grandchildren; thank you for loving 
me even though I abandoned you for four years. Thank you Wonder Twin – I couldn’t have asked for 
a better friend in school. 

“She was not quite what you would call refined. She was not quite what you would call unrefined. 
She was the kind of person that keeps a parrot.”

Connie C Gordon
“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do than by the 
ones you did so throw off the bowlines, sail away from the safe harbor, catch the trade winds in your 
sails. Explore. Dream and Discover.” – Mark Twain

I want to thank the administration, the professors and my awesome law buddies (you know who you 
are), for drudging through every detail of the law with me. Kristen, thank you for being my lifeline, and 
my confidant for the past four years!

To my remarkable husband, Chris, without your optimism, support and sacrifices I would not 
have made it to the very end. To my children Jess, Rach, Tosh and Nick for all your love and 
encouragement. And to my parents with humility and gratitude for instilling in me the importance of 
integrity, hard-work and perseverance. Much love to you all! 

Sarah Irene Greer
To my husband, Patrick: Thank you a million times over for the unconditional support. You have matched 
me step for step on this journey, whether it was taking the lead parenting role, or running flash cards with 
me for hours, hiding inspirational notes around the house, or just being there to meet every “I can’t” with a 
“You can”; you were my rock through it all. We did it!

To Danny, Matt, and Abby: Thank you for sacrificing Mommy’s undivided attention for the last four years, 
and for being my greatest motivators! I did this for you three. I love you guys!

To Mom and Pat: Thank you for introducing me to my passion, and for the unyielding support over the years in 
getting me here. To the rest of my family: Thank you for believing in me, and for putting up with me! I love you all!

Doug Hadley

Jared Paul Hastey
Do not wait: the time will never be ‘just right’. Start where you stand, and work whatever tools you may 
have at your command and better tools will be found as you go along. –Napoleon Hill

Four years ago I decided to find better tools, and Lincoln was an amazing place to find them. To anyone 
thinking about law school: It is never easy, it just gets easier.

Desiree, I love you more than you know and would never have could have gotten through this without 
you. Next time you should pick the hobby. Lucas and Peyton, anything is possible if you put your mind to 
it and put in the work. Never miss an opportunity because it is disguised as hard work

To my remarkable husband, Chris, without your optimism, support and sacrifices I would not have made 
it to the very end. To my children Jess, Rach, Tosh and Nick for all your love and encouragement. And 
to my parents with humility and gratitude for instilling in me the importance of integrity, hard-work and 
perseverance. Much love to you all! 
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Carmen Delia Jimenez
I know I would not have reached this point without the love and support of my family and friends.  
I will forever share this achievement with you. To the two most important people in my life /  
A las dos personas más importantes en mi vida:

Madre: Gracias por tu amor y tu apoyo incondicional. Gracias por enseñarme el valor del  
trabajo y dedicación. Tú eres la razón por la cual no me rendí esas veces que me sentí  
derrotada y desalentada.

Carlos: Thank for your love, your support, and your daily encouragement. Thank you for all the  
things you do for me, for us. Thank you for your positive attitude and for making me laugh every day. 
I could keep going, but I would reach my word limit and still not be done. All in all, thank you for 
being my [unique] rock.

Tatyana Kalchik
She believed she could, so she did. – R.S. Grey. 

I am so humbled and blessed to have completed this chapter of my life. Simply amazed at the 
opportunities ahead! I couldn’t have done it with without the support of my family and friends. 

My husband, Yuriy, thank you!!! You have been amazing through this process and so good to 
me and our boys. Mom and Dad, thank you for showing me that hard work pays off and for 
encouraging me to pursue my dreams. Thank you to my previous employer and mentor, Bunmi 
Awoniyi, for encouraging and nurturing my desire to attend law school. My current employer, 
mentor, and friend Lincoln Alumnus, Mark Grotewohl, thank you for your patience and constant 
encouragement. You always knew just what I needed. Anna Brown Dawson, you my dear are one 
of a kind! Thank you for the books, outlines, and advice. Lastly, a special thank you to my study 
partners Doug and Neil, you guys are amazing! Law school just wouldn’t have been the same 
without you. Cheers to the adventures ahead. May they be fulfilling, beneficial to others,  
and good for the soul! 

Ali Kubochi

Curtis Hendryx
When a dream becomes a reality … it takes patient cultivation, a realignment of purpose and a 
clear vision. This lifelong dream is now reality. The required personal dedication coupled with the 
support and kindness of others has helped to provide the medium by which this moment can be 
memorialized and celebrated. 

Clearly dreams are not built alone and I am no exception. Thank you Korena, for your patience, love 
and support. Mom and Dad, thank you for your contribution and belief in me to access the future. 
To family, friends and co-workers, too numerous to list … I am in your debt and am thankful for your 
encouragement over the past 4 years. To the Wilson and Young families, your support, prayers and 
vision have coalesced into this moment. 

This dream has been apprehended, and I pause to be thankful, reflect and celebrate with the people 
who fuel the flames to the pursuit of more dreams. 
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Bosco Li
Faculty Achievement Award – Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, Dean’s Honor List 2015-2016,  
DTP Poker Tournament Winner 2017

There was a quote in the 2006 movie Miami Vice which said, “I do not buy a service. I buy a 
result.” I remember this quote vividly because I feel that law students and lawyers often face the same 
dilemma: Law school was all about grades and clients only care about winning. While it might be 
true that hard work might not yield the desired outcome of a case, I believe that the process is just 
as important as the result. As Justice Elena Duarte once said at a LLSA event, it is about doing “good 
work.” And even though doing “good work” is not same as working hard, Lincoln Law School taught 
me that the later should never be discounted. I want to thank the professors and the school for giving 
me an opportunity and know that I am forever in your debt, literally. 

To my family and friends, there are no words that can express my gratitude for your love and support. 
Thank you.

Tom Kurtz

Jay Manning
Third runner up, Deans list 2013-2014

Do what you love, love what you do. 
The shot you don’t take is sure to miss. 
Thanks to my family who have suffered and supported me so that I can take this shot at finding out 
what I’m going to do when I grow up.

Nicholas Paul Matassa
Isn’t it funny how day by day nothing seems to change, but when you look back everything is different.

Kale Marzion
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Cathleen Renee J. Noche
Before the start of this journey, I received a birthday card from my parents. Inside the card was a 
bible verse that stuck with me during the last four years:

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declared the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11.

This has been the most challenging yet rewarding experience I have endured thus far (until the start 
of Bar Review, of course). Whenever I doubted myself, I found comfort in my family, friends, and 
that bible verse. It is with this comfort that I was able to make it to the end of this program. With that 
being said, I would like to thank my family and friends for being the best support system anyone 
could ever ask for. Thank you for reminding me that God has a plan for me and that all of this will be 
worth it in the end. Thank you for believing in me.

James Pearson
Thank you God! I’m so grateful for my wife, Liz, and all her support during law school. I love you!  
I could not have made it without you. To my son, Layton, you are my inspiration and despite being 
born the day before my Civ Pro final, I somehow passed. To my mom, Lilia, also, thank you for 
believing in me and encouraging me to follow my heart. I also am grateful to my mentor attorney, 
Doug Jaffe. Thank you for “showing me the ropes” and sharing your 30 years of real life experience 
practicing law. Finally, to all my professors, thank you from the bottom of my heart for your time and 
dedication. You have taught me to think like a lawyer and prepared me for success. 

Neil Schenbeck Murphy
Father: Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Words can’t express my gratitude for all of the support you 
have given me through this journey. You helped make this dream come true.

Mother: Whenever I doubted myself, you always told me “You can do it. I know you can.” You were 
right, I did it! I love you and I miss you. 

Sister: Thank you for all of your love and support. Vanessa: Thank you for putting up with all my 
classes and studying. Your support has been amazing and I am forever thankful. 

To all my family and friends: Thank you for all of your encouragement and support during this journey. 
You have no idea how much it has meant to me. Doug & Tanya: All those late nights of pizza and 
studying have finally paid off! We survived!

Tiffany Tran Nguyen
To my family: Mom & Dad - Thank you for all the sacrifices you made to get me to this point. Your 
unwavering love and support kept me going. I hope I have made you proud. Chi Tine & Henry - thank 
you for being my second home. You guys were the shoulders I could lean on when all of this seemed 
too difficult. Avery & Alyssa - there are so many memories and moments I had to miss out on but when 
you get older I hope you’ll understand and maybe I can one day be your role model. 

Ali & Carmen - these past four years would not have been the same or possible without the two of you. 
Thank you for keeping me grounded and for always being there. Here’s to the next chapter of our lives.

The Lincoln Staff and Faculty - thank you for all your wisdom, guidance, and support. 

Michael Mendonsa
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17 Mandeep Kaur Pooni
I would like to thank my family and friends for their unwavering support and love throughout this 
journey. To my mom and dad, this accomplishment is just as much yours as it is mine; I wouldn’t have 
been able to do it without all of your help. 

Stephanie Pottier

Scott Antonio Ramos
TO GOD: I am nothing without YOU and YOU are everything to me! 

I want to thank all those in my life who have made a difference. “Who we are is not only a 
representation of where we came from but an insight into where we are going!” What’s Next? 

To the lovely women in my life: My wife Estela, you are My World and My Love. Your belief in me 
has made me a better person! To my Daughter Victoria, my Grand-daughter Roxana, my Mother 
Antoinette and my Sister Tryna, and my Nanny! I have been blessed having all of you my life. To 
Dean Schiavenza, Professor Wright, Professor Kenny, Professor Richardson; Thanks for believing in 
me! To my classmates: VAYA CON DIOS! 

Djenaba Reynolds
It’s not your life, it’s life. Life is isn’t something that you possess, it’s something that you take part  
in and you witness. -Louis C.K. 

Organizations: Black Law Student Association 2013 Founding member Lincoln Law School Chapter; 
2014 President, Secretary; 2015-2017 Parliamentarian; Wiley E. Manual Bar Association 

Tiffany Rae Rogers
“Lord, Grant that I May Be Able in Argument, Accurate in Analysis, Strict in Study, Candid with 
Clients and Honest with Adversaries, Stand Beside Me in Court, so that Today I Shall Not, in Order 
to Win a Point, Lose My Soul.” - St. Thomas More
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Cerron Wilkins
Amanda, a little over four years ago I had this crazy idea to go to law school. Yet, you didn’t try and 
talk me out of it. Thank you for sticking with this (& me) through the long haul. I know at times I didn’t 
make it easy. But, I couldn’t have done it without your love and support. I also want to thank my boys 
for having to deal with a cranky, busy, preoccupied, part-time dad for the last four years. 

Logan Ross Willer
“Some days even my lucky rocket ship underpants don’t help.”  
-– Calvin 

Jonathan B. Sanati
“Sometimes I’ll start a sentence and I don’t even know where it’s going.  
I just hope I find it along the way” -– Michael Scott 

Joel Stanton Scott 
The meaning of life is to find your gift; the purpose of life is to give it away. Accept the things to which 
fate binds you, and love the people with whom fate brings you together, but do so with all your heart. 
Remind yourself, nobody’s built like you; you design yourself. Ne te quaesiveris extra.

Words cannot express the love and gratitude I have in my heart for all of you who have provided 
guidance and strength to me on this incredible journey – thank you! Mom, Dad, Caitlin, Miz and 
Captain, and Teddy - you’re my inspiration, I love you and thank you for believing in my dreams 
and always going above and beyond to support my passions. To the brave souls at the DO – your 
encouragement and support is truly a blessing. To my rugby brothers, when I was down you always 
picked me up, thank you all for showing me what life is about on and off the field. The pain won’t last 
forever, but the memories will. Until Lions have their historians, tales of the hunt shall always glorify the 
hunter. Keep your standards high, keep your expectations low, and life will pleasantly surprise you. 
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IF YOU ARE RESOLUTELY 

DETERMINED TO MAKE A 

LAWYER OF YOURSELF, 

THE THING IS MORE THAN 

HALF DONE ALREADY. . . . 

GET THE BOOKS AND READ 

AND STUDY THEM TILL YOU 

UNDERSTAND THEM IN 

THEIR PRINCIPLES; THAT IS 

THE MAIN THING.

VOIR 




