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Congratulations to the Class of 2012.  
Graduation is an opportunity for you to pause in your 
long journey toward the California Bar examination and 
to take stock in what you have accomplished. Each of 
you shares the same qualities as those who have come 
before you - dedication, determination and desire to 
succeed while balancing school with your family life 
and daytime employment. Hard work is definitely the 
backbone of success. 

You are a group working toward the goal of improving 
the world in which we live. Outsiders may view 

you as argumentative, 
antagonistic or sarcastic but 
we know that knowledge 
and skill outweigh the 
need for aggression and 
intimidation. Lawyers 
affect lives. You will be 
the problem solvers and 
professional advisors. You 
will provide the shoulders 
to lean on and the hands 
to hold when people face 
serious issues. Each of you 
will represent a solution 
rather than a problem. 

You should be grateful to 
have had the opportunity 
to share each day with 
a group of classmates 
unmatched in their 
judgment, scholarship, 
professionalism and 

collegiality. As you move on through the Bar exam and 
with your careers, please remain motivated by honesty, 
integrity, respect and professionalism.  

The administration and faculty of Lincoln Law School 
are proud of each member of the Class of 2012. We 
rejoice in your accomplishment and congratulate your 
achievement. 

State Bar Accreditation Visit.
On March 30th, the State Bar completed its  accreditation 
visit. By all accounts, the visit was a huge success. 
Prior to the visit, Lincoln prepared and submitted 
its Self-Study which includes information covering 
fourteen subject areas including Integrity, Governance, 
Education Program, Scholastic Standards, Admissions, 
Library, Physical Resources and Records, among 
others. The three-day visit includes a review of faculty 
and student files; admission and retention statistics; 
a review of past midterm and final examination 
questions and a sampling of student answers; class 

audits and conferences with all administrators, faculty 
members, and the Board of Directors as well as informal 
dinner meetings with students. We will receive a formal 
report from the State Bar in June. Following our visit, 
we did, however, receive an email from George C. Leal, 
Director for Educational Standards for the Office of 
Admissions for the State Bar of California. Mr. Leal was 
very complimentary of our program stating that it was 
the best accreditation visit that he has participated in 
since he assumed accreditation responsibilities with 
the State Bar. He specifically complimented Andy and 
Marilyn Smolich "for their obvious success in founding, 
operating, and now governing a law school of such 
merit." Thanks to all who assisted in preparation for and 
with the visit. Thanks also to our students who, through 
their comments, placed Lincoln in such a positive light 
during the two informal dinner meetings.

Mentoring Program.
Fourth-year students Robert Nelsen, Jesse McClellan, 
Su-Fei Kuok, and Mark Ely will be graduating from 
Lincoln's mentoring program. The program is the brain 
child of Laurie Earl, Class of 1988, who is the presiding 
judge for the Sacramento County Superior Court and 
Lincoln Law School's 2012 "Alumnus of the Year". 
The program matches 3rd and 4th year students with 
Superior Court judges who meet periodically to learn 
more about the practice of law, what to expect after 
graduation, job hunting techniques, and to perhaps 
sit in on court sessions. From all reports, the program 
has been a tremendous success. It  offered students 
the opportunity to view the law from a perspective 
very different from a textbook or a classroom. The 
mentoring program will continue in the Fall of 2013. 

Upcoming Bar Examination.
We will offer a voluntary mock Bar examination for the 
Class of 2012.  The mock Bar exam will consist of three 
essay questions in a three-hour morning session and 
a Performance Test in a three-hour afternoon session. 
Papers will be reviewed by the instructors responsible 
for teaching the courses which comprise the subject 
areas tested. The mock Bar will likely be held on 
Saturday, July 7th.

In Conclusion.
I would like to remind students that I have an open 
door policy. Should you have ideas for ways to improve 
our program, please feel free to share them with me in 
person, by phone, or by email.

Once again, congratulations to the Class of 2012. We 
confidently anticipate your success on the upcoming 
Bar examination and with your careers. 

A Message from the Dean
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From the Editors:

This is our last issue as editors of 
the Voir Dire and what an incredible 
journey it has been. Neither of us 
anticipated the amount of work and 
time – a rarity for all law students 
– involved when we agreed to 
become the editors. Regardless, 
this experience far exceeded our 
expectations and proved very 
rewarding.

We envisioned the Voir Dire as a 
resource to: (1) Facilitate student 
success in law school; (2) Enlighten 
and motivate students through 
the advice and experiences from 
alumni; and (3) Keep the Lincoln 
family connected and informed 
about events and developments. As 
editors, we strived towards bringing 
this vision to life. Hopefully we 
succeeded.

With over 1,000 graduates currently 
practicing, Lincoln has a lot to be 
proud of.  That being said, this 
year's graduation is about the Class 
of 2012. After four years of spending 
three evenings a week with the 
same people, countless hours 
beyond that studying, and dozens 
of exams, we shared an experience 

that only our classmates can truly 
understand.  There were times 
when we saw our classmates more 
than our own families and friends. It 
wasn't all bad, but it wasn't all great 
either.  

Unlike most other law schools, 
Lincoln students spend the four 
years in every class with the same 
set of classmates. This lends itself to 
a truly unique bonding experience. 
The class becomes a family, of 
sorts. As a class, we experienced 
the unexpected loss of Andrew 
Erickson. His absence is still difficult 
to grasp and he is sorely missed. 
Yet, through it all, we persevered 
and made it through to graduation.

As the Class of 2012 sets out to 
embark on their careers, we should 
be humbled and inspired by the 
vastly successful and prominent 
attorneys and judges whose 
footsteps we are about to follow. 
We wish the graduating Class of 
2012 our heartfelt congratulations 
and wish each and every one of 
you all the best of luck with the Bar 
exam and in your future endeavors.

Lastly, we would like to thank 
Lincoln Law School and the SBA 
for giving us the opportunity to 
serve as your editors. Further, a very 
special “THANK YOU!!!” to fellow 
graduates Jeremy Rutledge, Adrian 
Hoppes, Lisa Ventura and Juliana 
Garcia for being instrumental in 
getting this issue published.  

Su-Fei Kuok and Robert Nelsen
Editors of the Voir Dire
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On January 14, 2012, the Barristers' Club of Sacramento hosted 
its annual “Bridging the Gap” seminar, an orientation for 
new lawyers and law school students. It featured experienced 
practitioners who shared their insight on how to build a successful 
legal career. 

The Barristers' Club of Sacramento is a subsidiary of the Sacramento County 
Bar Association and is intended specifically for new attorneys. Any attorney 
who becomes a member of the Sacramento County Bar Association is 
automatically registered in the Barristers' Club if they are either (a) under 36 
years of age; or (b) have been in practice for less than five years. The Barristers' 
mission  is to provide new lawyers with learning opportunities, networking 
opportunities, public service opportunities and entertainment. 

Judge David Abbott kicked off this year's program with a discussion of civil trial 
practice in the Sacramento County Superior Court.  Appointed to the bench in 
2001, Judge Abbott offered his expertise on both courtroom etiquette and 
Sacramento County's local rules.  Judge Abbott addressed the Alternative 
Dispute Resolution (ADR) processes – arbitration, mediation and settlement 
conferences – and discussed the new Expedited Jury Trial Program that 
Sacramento County recently employed. The expedited program limits trials 
to one day, with each side having fifteen minutes for Voir Dire, three hours 
for direct and cross examination, and a short closing argument.  Judge Abbott 
encouraged newer lawyers to take advantage of this program, especially 
those wanting to gain trial experience.

Judge Abbott was  joined by Judge Jaime Roman and Donald Heller, Esq. 
Together, they discussed the all-important topic of legal ethics.  They candidly 
shared their war stories of difficult ethical situations and offered advice on 
what to do and, perhaps more importantly, what not to do as an attorney.  
Neither party was shy about name dropping, specifically when it came to 
the “don'ts” of practicing law. Judge Abbott, Judge Roman and Mr. Heller 
stressed the age old saying, “It takes years to build a reputation, and seconds 
to destroy it.” 

Judge Roman also provided a light hearted, but meaningful, presentation 
of what he wished he knew before embarking on his career as an attorney.   
Judge James Mize explained the ins and outs of family law practice as well as 
the significant role family law plays in society.  Next, Judge Kimberly Mueller 
and her two clerks offered plenty of advice on how to successfully maneuver 
through the Federal Court system. 

The seminar concluded with Lincoln Law School alumnus, Judge Laurie Earl, 
discussing criminal law practice and her role as Sacramento Superior Court's 
Presiding Judge. 
 
As a fourth year student about to take the bar, I often find the thought of 
transitioning from law student to attorney rather daunting.  Many of the 
speakers commented on how they were once attending the program in our 
seats and in a similarly apprehensive state.  Through this seminar, I learned 
about available services and resources to ease the transition.  

We all have to start somewhere. So, why not start with advice from well-
respected, experienced and successful practitioners? The insight you gain 
from Bridging the Gap is extremely valuable and I encourage every student to 
attend this seminar, as it is truly a worthwhile event.

"Bridging the Gap"
Written by Lisa J. Ventura
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The California General Bar Examination has three parts: 
six essay questions, the Multistate Bar Examination, 
and two performance tests. Each three-hour essay 

session consists of three 
essay questions.  The 
essay portion is worth 
roughly one-third of the 
total bar exam score.  A 
thorough knowledge of 
the substantive law, and 
an ability to spot legal 
issues raised by the fact 
pattern, are essential to 
scoring well on the essay 
portion.  But it is also 
important to correctly 
and efficiently analyze the 
question, and organize 
and clearly present your 
answer, in order to fully 
convey the extent of your 
knowledge. The following 
are general suggestions 
for approaching and 
answering essay questions 
on the bar exam.

Description of Steps for Essay Questions

1) First read the questions asked, and any 
specific instructions (2 minutes).

a. Determine which subjects are being tested.  

First, determine which bar subject is being tested, and 
whether more than one or subject is being tested on the 
particular question.  In other words, establish whether 
any of the questions are “crossover” questions, that 
test more than one subject. Many essay questions only 
test one subject, but on some bar exams up to three 
of the six essays test more than subject.  Also, some 
essay questions can test more than two subjects (i.e., 
contracts/remedies/professional responsibility).

b. Determine and note which specific law you 
should discuss.

In several subjects (civil procedure, evidence, 
professional responsibility) the bar exam tests both 
California law and federal/national law.  Some essay 
questions specify that both sources of law should be 
discussed. For example, in a professional responsibility 
problem, the question may state, “Answer under 
California law and ABA authorities.”  In that case, 
discuss the answer under both sources of law.  

Similarly, if the question does not specify which body 
of law to discuss, then discuss both bodies of law.  But 
if the question specifies that only one jurisdiction's law 
should be discussed (i.e., in an evidence question, the 
instruction states, "Answer under California law"), only 
discuss that jurisdiction's law.

c. Determine what issues you are being asked 
about.

Determine whether the essay question is open-ended, 
or limited.  Some bar examination questions are open-
ended, and do not specify a particular legal theory 
or rule that should be discussed.  For example, in a 
professional responsibility question, “What ethical 
violations is Jack responsible for?”  Or, in a torts 
question, “Which tort theories can Jill assert against 
the defendant, and what defenses can be asserted?”  
In response to such a question, the exam taker should 
identify and discuss all issues and legal theories that 
may be applicable to the factual situation.

But some essay questions are limited, and specify 
that only certain legal authorities or rules should 
be discussed.  For example, in a constitutional law 
question, “Does the President's executive order 
violate the Fourth Amendment?”  Or, in a torts 
question, “Can the plaintiff establish a claim for false 
imprisonment against the defendant?”  Or, in a civil 
procedure question, “Did the court correctly grant the 
defendant's motion to dismiss on the ground stated?” 
If the question is a limited one, only discuss the legal 
authority or rule asked about, and do not discuss any 
other theories that may be applicable.

d. Note what facts to assume, and which issues 
you are explicitly told not to discuss.

Assume, and refrain from discussing or challenging, any 
facts or issues that the question asks you to assume. For 
example, an evidence question may state, “Assume 
all proper privilege claims, objections, and motions 
to strike were timely made.”  In response to such a 
question, refrain from discussing what the result would 
be if an objection, claim of privilege, or motion were 
not made.

Similarly, some questions may explicitly state that 
certain theories are not to be discussed.  For example, 
a remedies question may ask, “Was the court's denial 
of the plaintiff's application for an injunction correct? 
Discuss. Do not address property rights.”  In response 
to such a question, discussing the issue that the 
question specifically excludes may make it appear that 
the exam taker failed to read and/or understand the 
instructions.

Bar Tips From a Former Bar Grader
Written by Professor Seferian
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e. Based on the questions, 
anticipate the types of facts 
that are relevant.

After you analyze the question, 
you want to anticipate the 
types of facts that will be 
relevant to an analysis of 
the issues presented.  For 
example, if a real property/
constitutional law question 
asks whether a city council's 
action constitutes a taking 
of private property, you will 
anticipate facts describing 
the extent of the effect of the 
council's action on the value of 
the property affected. 

2) Then analyze the fact 
pattern, and notate the 
facts (7 minutes).

As you read through the facts, 
highlight key facts, and make 
notes summarizing key events. 
Note on the question page, or 
on scratch paper, which facts 
go with which question(s)/
issue(s). Analyze the facts, 
notate (circle/underline) the 
key facts, and then repeat the 
process.  If necessary, draw a 
chart of relevant parties or a 
timeline of events. Notating 
facts can help prevent more 
than two readings of the facts.

3) Outline the answer 
(3 minutes).

Make an outline of your 
answer. In the outline, list 
the headings for each issue, 
and state the name of each 
rule. Also list the elements for 
each rule.  An outline helps 
to organize your answer, and 
ensure that all issues you spot 
are discussed.  

4) Write the answer 
(46 minutes).
(See Format and Structure of 
Essay below)

5) Proofread (2 minutes).

Check that your answer has 
all issues mentioned in the 

outline. If time permits, check 
the spelling in your essay.  Stay 
within 60 minutes for each 
essay.

Format and Structure of 
Essay Answer

1) Issue heading

Make a separate heading for 
each issue you will discuss. 
The heading need not be 
a complete sentence.  For 
example, in a criminal law 
question, the heading can 
consist only of the name of 
the crime being discussed.  
Also, you need not write out 
the entire question asked.  
Instead, use the same numbers 
contained in the question. 
Follow the same numbering 
as the questions (if applicable), 
and answer the questions in 
the same order the questions 
are posed.  The heading should 
be highlighted, preferably 
bolded and underlined.

2) Rule

State the applicable rule(s), 
in the first paragraph below 
the heading.  The paragraph 
should consist only of the 
rule statement.  If a rule has 
more than two elements, the 
elements should be numbered 
or lettered.  For example, “To 
prove negligence, the plaintiff 
must prove (1) duty, (2) breach, 
(3) causation, actual and 
proximate, and (4) damages.”   
Discuss the elements in 
the same order as you list 
them. Give each element a 
separate subheading, and 
highlight (bold/underlined) 
the subheading. Also, define 
each element, either in the first 
paragraph below the heading, 
or under the subheading for 
that element.  The definition 
of the element should be in its 
own paragraph.

3) Analysis

In a separate paragraph, after 
the rule paragraph, analyze 
whether the element is met.  

Analyze the facts pertinent 
to each element of the rule.  
State why the fact supports or 
opposes the existence of the 
element.  Never just repeat the 
facts.  In many essay questions, 
only one or two elements 
of a rule will be in dispute, 
and arguments can be made 
on both sides as to why the 
element is or is not satisfied. 
Decide which elements need 
the most analysis, and give 
a more detailed discussion 
to the most substantive 
elements.  Discuss both sides 
of the most substantive issues.  
When you discuss both sides of 
an issue, generally discuss the 
plaintiff's (or prosecution's) 
arguments first, and then in 
the next paragraph discuss the 
defendant's arguments. 

At the end of your analysis, 
give sub-conclusion for each 
element, stating definitively 
whether or not that element 
has been satisfied based upon 
the facts.  For example, avoid 
conclusions such as, “The 
defendant may have breached 
a duty owed to the plaintiff.”  
Instead, write “The defendant 
breached the duty owed to the 
plaintiff.”  

If the satisfaction of an 
element is contingent upon 
the existence of facts not 
given, specify those facts, and 
specify the conclusion that 
would result if those facts were 
established.  For example, 
“If the entry occurred at 
night, defendant is guilty of 
burglary.”

Ensure that your conclusions 
for each sub issue are 
consistent with your overall 
conclusion. For example, if you 
are analyzing a real property 
adverse possession issue, and 
conclude that the possession 
was not open and notorious, 
your overall conclusion should 
be that adverse possession 
was not established, despite 
the satisfaction of the other 
elements. 

The analysis portion of 
the essay answer is one of 

your main opportunities to 
distinguish your answer from 
those of other applicants.  A 
thorough analysis can set your 
answer apart from another 
answer that also correctly 
spotted the issue and stated 
the rule, but that contained a 
superficial analysis.

4) Overall conclusion

After discussing each element 
of the rule, give your overall 
conclusion as to whether the 
rule has been satisfied.  Give 
the conclusion its own heading.  
Briefly (two sentences or less) 
provide your conclusion for 
the issue, in definitive terms. 
As noted, ensure that your 
overall conclusion matches 
up with your analysis of each 
element of the rule.

5) General formatting 
suggestions

Your essay should be 
organized and formatted 
to make it easier for the bar 
grader to read and follow 
your argument. Keep your 
paragraphs short (7-10 lines, 
or 100-110 words). Use double 
space between paragraphs, 
and between headings and 
paragraphs. Underline and/or 
use bold type for all headings 
and subheadings.  Avoid using 
ALL CAPS, and sparingly use 
underlining in the body of your 
analysis.  

If you use a shorthand and/or 
an acronym, make sure either 
it is universally understood, 
or you clearly define it for the 
reader.  For example, using 
“P” and “D” for plaintiff 
and defendant requires 
no explanation, but using 
“IWM” for implied warranty 
of merchantability probably 
does. 

If you handwrite your essay 
answers, ensure that your 
writing is very legible, with 
large letters, and use a dark 
pen. Write on every other line 
in the answer booklet, and on 
only one side of the page.
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Alumnus of the Year: 
Judge Laurie Earl

Written by Robert Nelsen

Lincoln Law School is proud to present the 
2012 “Alumnus of the Year” award to 
the Honorable Judge Laurie M. Earl.

Judge Earl graduated from Lincoln in 1988 
and proceeded to thrive in the public 

sector serving the greater Sacramento community 
in various capacities.  She started her lustrous legal 
career in 1989 as an Assistant Public Defender in the 
Sacramento County Public Defender's Office.  In 1995 
Judge Earl left the Public Defender's Office to work as 
a Deputy District Attorney in the Sacramento County 
District Attorney's Office.  During her career as a 
prosecutor, Judge Earl worked in a number of divisions, 

most notably the Domestic 
Violence, Sexual Assault, 
and Homicide divisions.

In the fall of 2004, Judge 
Earl was appointed by 
Governor Schwarzenegger 
as a Senior Assistant 
Inspector General for the 
State of California.  Assigned 
to the newly created 
Bureau of Independent 
Review, Judge Earl was 
the Northern California 
regional supervisor in 
charge of independent 
review of the Department of 
Correction's Internal Affairs 
investigations.

The following year, Judge 
Earl was appointed to 
the bench as a Judge 
of the Superior Court 
in Sacramento County.  

There, she spent her first three years in a general trial 
department before transferring to a  jail courtroom 
where she spent two years handling criminal 
arraignments, pleas, sentencings and criminal law and 
motion matters.  

In 2010, Judge Earl took on general trial assignments – 
handling both criminal and civil trials – and acted as 
the court's Assistant Presiding Judge.  That same year, 
she was awarded “Judge of the Year” by the Capitol 
City Trial Lawyers Association.  In 2011, she was elected 
by her colleagues as the Presiding Judge and began 
serving in that capacity at the beginning of this year.

The Presiding Judge plays a large administrative 
role in the court.  With the recent budgetary cuts, 
Sacramento's Superior Court finds itself in a perilous 
situation trying to ensure that all of the community's 
legal needs are met in an efficient manner.  Never has 
the court had such a need for great leadership; it has 
found that leadership with Judge Earl.

Judge Earl is involved in various professional 
committees.  She has sat on numerous Judicial Council 
committees since 2005, including the Trial Court 
Presiding Judge Advisory Committee.  In Sacramento, 
she chairs the Superior Court's executive, criminal law, 
criminal home court, and judicial education committees.  
Further, she previously sat with a committee formed by 
the Governor's Office of Criminal Justice Planning to 
help develop a statewide forensic medical examination 
form for domestic violence victims and sat on the 
Sacramento County District Attorney Hiring Committee.

To this date, Judge Earl continues to be involved with 
Lincoln Law School.  This year, she helped organize the 
Superior Court Mentoring Program which pairs third 
and fourth year students from Lincoln with a Superior 
Court Judge. The program not only familiarizes 
students with the courtroom environment, but it also 
provides invaluable professional advice from those 
who sit behind the bench.

Lincoln's 'Mission Statement' states, in part, “Lincoln 
Law School aims to cultivate in its students a high degree 
of professionalism and aspiration toward excellence.” 
Judge Earl personifies that goal.  Her record speaks for 
itself. Judge Earl exemplifies the motivation, intestinal 
fortitude and juggling capability that is within every 
successful student here at Lincoln. The nature of Lincoln 
Law School, a legal program geared towards working 
professionals, helps fuel and hones these life skills in 
all of us. As such, Lincoln takes great pride in having 
played a part in Judge Earl's successful career path.

Judge Earl is an inspiration to the Lincoln family as 
well as the community at large. Sacramento is better 
because of her dedication and involvement. Thus, it is 
fitting that the Honorable Judge Laurie Earl, Presiding 
Judge of the Sacramento County Superior Court, be 
awarded Lincoln Law School's 2012 “Alumnus of the 
Year,” the highest honor bestowed upon Lincoln Law 
School of Sacramento alumni.

Congratulations Judge Earl!

Presiding Judge of the 
Sacramento Superior Court
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Graduate in the Class of 2012

Mom & Dad: Words can't express my thanks 
to you for always being there to support & 
encourage me with your advice, love, and 
insistence that I could do anything that I 
wanted to do.

Jimmy: I don't know if I could have made 
it through the balancing of work, school, 
& home without your support and help- 
telling me it would all be worth it in the end 
(especially on those days that I just didn't 
think I could keep going!).

Mary & Ariyah: I love you both and my hope is 
that you both grow up to be strong women.  

If I can do what I set out to do, so can you.  I 
will always be here to support and encourage 
your development and education.  Thanks for 
motivating me to be better.

Family & Friends: Each & every one of you 
helped in some way, and in many more ways 
than you will ever know.  Without you, this 
challenge of life & law school could have been 
insurmountable. 

Class of 2012: I couldn't have asked to 
graduate with a better group of professionals.  
I look forward to working with each and every 
one of you, once we all pass the Bar!  

Congratulations on your accomplishments.

I would like to thank my Mom and Grandma 
for your continued encouragement and 
support through law school. I'm extremely 
blessed to have you both in my life. I could not 
have done it without you both.

To my family, extended family and friends 
thank you for your encouragement and 
support.

Freddie: The past four years you have been 
extremely patient and supportive. Thank you 
for always being there for me. I could not have 
done it without you.

Cheryl Akin

Veronica Angin

Tamara Bradley

Dean's List: 
2008-2009, 2009-2010, 2010-2011

Faculty Achievement Awards: 
Personal Property, Contracts, Torts, 
Professional Responsibility, Introduction 
to Taxation, Civil Procedure, Real Property, 
Business Administration, Constitutional Law, 
Evidence, Administrative Law, and Remedies.

Moot Court: Best Written Brief

Martin Anderson Scholarship: 2009

Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship: 
2010, 2011, 2012

SBA Scholarship: 2011

To my family and friends:
Thank you so much for your love, support 
and encouragement through these last four 
years. I know this has been a sacrifice on your 
part too; from the times I was unable to make 

events or was there but not—flashcards in 
hand or nose in a book—you tolerated it all 
with kindness and understanding.  Thanks 
also for believing in me and for cheering 
me on when I got tired, stressed or simply 
overwhelmed.  Mom, Dad, Grandma, David, 
Angela, Wes, Crystal, Vanessa, Kendra, and 
Rhonda: thank you from the bottom of my 
heart!  I could not have done this without your 
love and support.  

To my classmates:
Wow, what a journey this has been!  We have 
learned so much about each other during 
these last four years. It was an honor getting 
to know you and I count each one of you as a 
friend.  Congratulations and best wishes for a 
bright and beautiful future.  “Go confidently 
in the direction of your dreams. Live the life 
you have imagined.” ~ Henry David Thoreau.

To the professors, staff and administration of 
Lincoln Law School: 
Thank you for a truly fantastic legal education.

Lincoln Law School 
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I owe tremendous gratitude and thanks to my 
parents, Dave and Kathy De Alba.  Without 
their love and support through the last four 
years, I would not have made it through law 
school.  My parents continually extend their 
understanding, patience, and unrelenting 
desire to help in any way they can.  

Mom and Dad, there are no words to express 
how proud I am to be your daughter.  Thank 
you for working hard to give me the privilege 
of being able to persue a higher education.  
Thank you for instilling the values of hard 

work and perseverance.  I promise to use 
this gift to carry forward a legacy of earned 
success, just as you both have shown me.  

Finally, I would like to extend my respect 
and gratitude to all of the professors and 
faculty of Lincoln Law School.  I have a special 
appreciation for those who are so passionate 
about teaching, they are willing to do it in 
addition to their full time careers.  I truly 
enjoyed my experience at Lincoln Law School

White male 65 years young. Feeling pretty 
fortunate to have fought, endured, made it to 
graduation.  The BA, MA, and PhD earned in 
my youth were mere "cake-walks" compared 
to the JD at Lincoln, but all amount to the 
same thing—a way to provide, to make a 
difference.  My real achievement? 42 years 
ago--had the foresight to marry my best 
friend and soul mate-- 4 kids and 4 grand-
kids later, I'm still reaping the rewards (hope 
she never discovers how well off she could've 
been.)  Forever grateful also to brother Frank 
w/o whom it would not have been possible; 

for learning what it's like to work “up” 
from teacher to psychologist to hospital CEO 
and how it feels to start all over again as a 
handyman, when you “grey-out” of the job 
market; but mostly for what really matters: 
the source of True Power, honesty with the 
guy in the mirror; that true courage always 
costs more than you're willing to pay.  I leave 
the “My Achievements” list to those who 
still think “it's a level playing field” and you 
get picked by “standing on your tip-toes” 
or “goring the other guy's ox.”  Peace. Do 
No Harm.

Dean's List 2010, 2011

Moot Court Award:   Honorable Mention Best 
Brief; Honorable Mention Best Oral Advocate

Allen J. Andrews Memorial Scholarship: 
2010, 2012

Robert and Joan Zarick Scholarship:
2010, 2011

SBA Scholarship 2010

Law school has been one of the most 
challenging and rewarding tasks I have 
ever attempted.   Yet I can honestly say my 
accomplishment is the result of a team effort.   
Tom, Becca and Hannah:  thank you for your 
constant encouragement, daily sacrifice and 
extra work to get me through.   You three 
have epitomized the meaning of sacrifice for 

a worthy cause.   I could never have done this 
without you.   My sanity is still in place (more 
or less) due to your endless efforts to keep 
things at home running smoothly.   Mom and 
Dad:   Thanks for imparting to me a belief that 
I could do anything if I put my mind to it, and 
for encouraging me to “make it happen.”  
To my sister Karen, my brother Steve, and all 
of my dear family and friends who loved me, 
supported me, prayed for me and cheered me 
on – a thousand thanks!   Your kind words of 
encouragement have sustained and inspired 
me over these past four years.

Thank you also to Dean Schiavenza and the 
extraordinary staff and faculty at Lincoln 
Law School.   We are the products of your 
tireless dedication to the school's mission and 
purpose.  Your encouraging words enabled 
each one of us to stay the course in pursuit of 
our goals.  I hope we make you proud!  

Amanda De Alba

Michael Dougherty

Terri L. Easlon

Class of 2012
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Dean's List: 2009-2010
SBA Secretary: 2011-2012

First and foremost, I would like to thank my 
husband, Josh, for his unconditional love, 
support, and understanding, during these 
trying last four years. I know it wasn't always 
easy, but I couldn't have done it without you.

To my mom and Al, thank you for believing 
in me when I did not believe in myself. I will 
forever be grateful for all you have done for 
me.

To my beautiful kids, Adam, Audrey and Jack, 
I dedicate my degree to you. You inspire me 
daily to be a better person and mother. I love 
you!

To the Limelight crew, especially Adrian, 
thank you for your friendship and laughs, you 
definitely made this journey brighter.

Dean's list. 

Honorable mention for Moot Court.

I am honored to be graduating with such 
a great group.  It's been an unbelievable 
amount of work but somehow we did it. 

I am honored to have studied under the 
Professors at Lincoln Law School.  There 
forever will be too many accolades and not 
enough space.  

I want to give special mention to the Lincoln 
Law School staff.  You all made a significant 
contribution to our completing this Odyssey. 

I want to thank my daughters for putting up 
with 'case of the day' and other torments.  
They have probably retained more about the 
Palsgraf decision than I ever will.

Finally, I want to thank Susan.  She has served 
as my inspiration spurring me on when I 
needed it and humbling me when I was too 
sure of myself.  

One parting thought – does anyone have the 
slightest idea what the last question of the 
Contracts final was about?  To this day, I don't 
have a clue.

Moot Court: Best Oral Argument

Bertolani Scholarship

SBA Vice President 2011, SBA President 2012

A special thank you to my biggest supporter, 
my husband Marty.  Without your love, 
encouragement and constant support I could 
have never made it.  This has been a long road 
that has taken more dedication and hard work 
than I could have ever imagined, but we did 
it.  I could have never imagined that I would 
be blessed with such a wonderful partner in 
life.  I would also like to also thank my family 
for all their understanding and support over 
the past four years.    Mom and Jen, you have 
been an incredible support.  You helped me 
get through this and make it possible.

Law School has forced me to find a new 
strength from within that I never knew 
existed.  This has been a wonderful four years 
that has taught me many lessons on strength, 
perseverance and dedication.  I would also 
like to thank the class of 2012.  We became a 
family over these four years relying on each 
other for support and guidance when we 
needed it most.  May all of you succeed in 
your future endeavors.         

I dedicate this degree to my beautiful 
daughter Liliana.  May you see that the sky is 
the limit.  You can do anything that you set 
your mind to.  Your Mom did!         

Tawnya Ellis

Marc Ely

Juliana Garcia

Lincoln Law School 
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To my wife, Kathy, and my sons, Christian 
and Austin, thank you for your love, 
encouragement, support and sacrifice over 
the past four years. I could not have realized 
this dream without you. I love you!

To my mom, Cathy, thank you for being a hero 
in my life. 

To Bruce and Karen, words cannot express 
my appreciation for the countless hours you 
devoted to my family while I was occupied 
with my studies. I will forever be in your debt.

To Bishop & Sister Wilson and Pastor & Sister 
Young, thank you for “helping me become.” 
Your visionary leadership, friendship, and 
love mean everything to the Goodman family. 

To all of my friends and family members, 
thank you for your encouraging words and 
prayers.

To the faculty and staff of Lincoln Law School, 
thank you for teaching us, believing in us, 
and providing us with an excellent legal 
education.

To all of my classmates, it has been an honor 
and a privilege to have attended Lincoln Law 
School with each and every one of you. Keep 
in touch! A special thanks to my study partner, 
Mike Lusk for keeping me on track. 

Congratulations Class of 2012!

Delta Theta Phi Officer/4th year Rep

I would like to thank my classmates Mike 
Dougherty, Teri Easlon, and Faith Hashemi.

Mike was a great trial partner in Moot Court 
and Trial Advocacy. Mike was also my study 
buddy, without whom I would not have 
survived first year case briefs.

Teri and Faith believed in me and encouraged 
me when I had given up on myself.

I would not have made it through law school 
without you guys – Thanks.

To my family: As we all know the past four 
years have been, to say the least, crazy.  Many 
people do not experience what we have over 
their lifetime.  It has been a difficult four years 
for all of us but we are strong and still have so 
much to be thankful for.  I never would have 
gotten through this time and be graduating 
law school without your love, support and 
encouragement. 

Emily: Your generosity and care for others 
is an example to us every day.  Lauren: I am 
privileged not only to be your sister but your 

friend- you would not let someone be your 
friend unless they were a truly great person.  
Heather: you are my best friend and I am so 
lucky to have had you by my side through 
my whole life.  Mom: your constant love and 
support means the world to me and I am 
beyond lucky to have you as my mother.  
Daddy: “you know”.  Dad: as you know, 
appreciate is a very bad word, but it does not 
come close to how I feel about what you have 
done for me over the past four years (and my 
whole life).  I love you all so much and thank 
you for everything.

Rodney Goodman

Jennifer Hart

Holly Helsing

Class of 2012
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SBA Rep 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th year

Honorable Mention Oral Argument Moot 
Court

To Shaun – I have accomplished more as 
a Hoppes then I did as a Sherrill, this means 
that I could never have done these things 
without you. You made me who I am. My 
accomplishments are your accomplishments. 

Sophia and Olivia, I hope you see that it is 
better to do this young right out of college; 
I adore you. 

For my parents, all six of you, thank you for 
everything. You made this possible. Without 

the babysitting I would surely be short both 
a degree and a husband by this point.  To 
my Sisters, thank you for putting up with my 
studying poolside on all our Sister trips – we 
need a cue card burning party⋯in VEGAS! 

To Tanya, I truly believe fate brought us to 
each other that first week of Law School. 
You saved me on many occasions with your 
outlines. I not only received a degree but a 
friend for life. To my Limelight crew, forget 
those who say not to talk after a test – those 
were the best memories. I am proud to be 
part of the Class of 2012. To Andrew – “The 
goodness of the true pun is in the direct ratio 
of its intolerability.”  ~Edgar Allan Poe

This has been my mantra for the better part 
of a decade, and, as I believe, the constant 
source of strength that has allowed me to join 
the ranks of those deemed worthy to have 
stayed the course here at Lincoln Law School.  
A special thanks to my parents, without whom 
none of this would be possible, and likewise 
to my co-workers who have aided me in this 
endeavor by picking up the slack at work.  

To my classmates, I congratulate you all for 
remaining strong and true to the goal.  Your 
accomplishments here are worthy of the 
upmost praise.  May you find true paths and 
success in the world.

Moot Court Award: 
Honorable Mention Best Brief

Scholarship: 
Allen J. Andrews Memorial Scholarship Fund

Voir Dire Co-Editor 2010-2012

I'm incredibly grateful to have spent the last 
four years with some truly amazing people.  
Cheers to those of us who made the grade, 

and cheers to no more crazy juggling in a 
bona fide fallout shelter! I wish the class of 
2012 the best of luck and much success.

Thank you to Dave, Riley, Cody and Noah for 
keeping my life in perspective.  

Thank you to the Dean, faculty and staff for 
your patience, dedication and a marvelous 
legal education.  Andrew: olé, olé, olé!

Adrian Hoppes

Wayne Leonard

Su-Fei Kuok

Lincoln Law School 
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To my family and friends: “No matter what 
you've done for yourself or for humanity, if 
you can't look back on having given love and 
attention to your own family, what have you 
really accomplished?” - Elbert Hubbard

I want to thank my family and friends for 
standing by me and supporting me through 
all of the trials and tribulations of law school.  
Without your support and understanding I 
would not have been able to succeed in law 
school.  Thank You! 

To my classmates and friends: “A true 
friend freely, advises justly, assists readily, 
adventures boldly, takes all patiently, 
defends courageously, and continues a friend 
unchangeably.” - William Penn 

Through the four years of law school there 
have been many ups and downs that all of 
us have endured and conquered together.  
Those that have not been able to continue 
with us have made me appreciate the friends 
that I now graduate with.  The connections 
and friendships that all of us have made over 
the years will be forever remembered fondly 
and the memories will endure for many years 
to come.  I personally want to thank all of 
those who I have been in class with, studied 
with, and helped me throughout law school.  
I wish all of you good luck and success in all 
future endeavors.  Thank You!

Completing Law School is an incredible feat 
for which I could not have survived without 
the help of others. 

To my Mother and Father, thank you for your 
support and assistance throughout the last 
four years. Your encouragement has meant 
the world to me. 

To my brothers, thank you for having my back 
and pushing me to succeed these last four 
years; I greatly appreciate it. 

To my fiance, Sara, I thank you for the 
motivation you have instilled in me over 
the past few years. I know that in the near 
future we will both enjoy the benefits of the 
sacrifices I have taken over the past few years. 
I love you.

Dean's List 2008-2009; 2010-2011

Honorable Mention: 
Moot Court – Oral Argument

LLS Golf Tournament – 2nd place 2009; 
loudest team in school history award 2010

First and foremost I'd like to thank my lovely 
wife for her patience and support.  I couldn't 
have finished this marathon without her.  

I'd also like to express my sincere gratitude 
for the dedication and effort of all of our 
great professors.  They have provided us with 
the knowledge and tools needed to become 
successful attorneys, now it's up to us.  

I'm certainly a better man for having endured 
the law school experience.  What a ride, thank 
God it's over!

Michael Lusk

Trevor Martin

Jesse W. McClellan

Class of 2012
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Co-Editor of the Voir Dire, 
2010-2011 and 2011-2012

Superior Court Mentorship Program, 
2011-2012

Dean's List, 2009-2010

Allen J. Andrews Scholarship, 2010 and 2011

Thanks first and foremost to Erika for seeing 
me through this.  I could not have done this 
without your poise and motivation. Mom, 
Dad, Liz and Phil: thank you for your patience 
and support through these busy years. Alisa 
and Sophia, thank you for reminding me that, 
at times, nothing is more important than 
earning the title of being your “Favorite 
Uncle.”  To the rest of my family – the 
Durans, the Roches, and the Nelsens – your 
unabated love and support has always been 
a source of inspiration.  Words simply cannot 
express how much so.

To Bob and the rest of my fantastic co-workers 
at Dreyer Babich Buccola Wood & Campora, I 
am grateful for every day, and every lesson 
learned with you all and am honored to be 
associated with a firm that does so much 
good for our community at such a high level.

To my classmates, I could not have asked for 
a more helpful, levelheaded and intelligent 
group of colleagues. We have been through 
a lot as a class, but we made it through. I 
wish you all the best of luck on the Bar and 
look forward to crossing paths in our future 
endeavors.  To the Limelight Crew, you guys 
helped make this experience fun.  Thank you.

Finally, I would like to extend my sincere 
gratitude to the Lincoln Law School faculty 
for their tireless efforts on our behalf and, on a 
personal level, for giving me a second chance.  
I hope to make you guys proud.

“I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”
- Philippians 4:13

A special thanks to my Mother.  Throughout 
my life you have always encouraged me and 
taught me that nothing was ever too hard 
for me to achieve.  I love you and appreciate 
you so much.  To my loving Husband CJ, 
you are my best friend and I am so grateful 

for your love, comfort and support.  To my 
Father, thank you so much for your love and 
encouragement.  To my family and friends, 
thank you so much for your patience, I know 
you guys haven't seen me much over the past 
3 years but that will be changing sooner than 
later.

Robert Nelsen

Itobore Pinnock

Mark ShaltesBrandon Hintz

Lincoln Law School 
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“The future belongs to those who believe 
in the beauty of their dreams.” ~ Eleanor 
Roosevelt

Thank you to ALL of my amazing family and 
friends who have supported and loved me 
throughout this process, you have given me 
the strength to believe in the beauty of my 
dream.

Sid, the love of my life, you are my greatest 
blessing and without you, this would not 
have been possible.  25 years together, Wow!  
I cannot wait to see what the next 25 years 
holds for us. But, Honey, if I get any more 
harebrained ideas, please remember “NO!” 
is a complete sentence.  

To my children, Josh, Kait, and Gavin, thank 
you.  You make Mommy so proud and I live 
every day so honored to be your Mom.  If you 
give me just another few months, I promise to 
cook dinner.

My mother, you are my hero.  You're quiet 

steadfastness and prayers have sustained me.  
I will forever be grateful for a praying mother.  
Thank you for feeding my children, goodness 
knows, without you they may have starved 
over the past four years.  But everyone knows, 
even if they don't admit it, Nana's cooking is 
better than Mom's anyway.

Grimm, you are the best.  I cannot say thank 
you enough to cover all the times you 
have taken the boys to the movies, all the 
pizza nights, and the spur of the moment 
emergency babysitting.  By the way ladies, he 
is single.

To my dearest friends, Kirsten, Tamara, 
Annemarie, Debbie and Ne', I am so blessed to 
have such strong, beautiful women in my life.  
You inspire and amaze me on a regular basis.

And to the Class of 2012, it has been an honor 
and a pleasure to have taken this journey with 
you.  I wish you all much success. Do not ever 
stop believing in the beauty of your dreams.  
Congratulations!!!

Most Honorable Beard 2008-2012.

My dearest Lincoln Class of 2012, WE DID IT!  
HEYO!!!

Looking back, I cannot believe four years have 
passed.  Our class has grown together, and 
we are like family now.  We have welcomed 
babies into the world.  We have conquered 
challenge after challenge after challenge.  
We have shared laughs, and we have shared 
doughnuts.  We have also lost a dear friend – 
rest in peace, Andrew.  We certainly endured 
much together, and I eagerly look forward to 
what the future holds for each and every one 
of us.  

Thank you to Mama-Bear and Papa-Bear 
Rutledge, who taught me to work hard and 
always challenge myself.  Thank you to Kyle, 
my brother, for always inspiring me and 
laughing at my jokes.  Extra, mega-huge 
thank you to my lovely wife Andrea, who has 
lovingly stood by my side throughout the 
difficult law school experience.  I am such a 
lucky dude!

My advice?  Oh, I thought you would never 
ask.  To all the law students of the world – 
don't forget to pat yourself on the back every 
once in a while.  After all, you are the one 
actually making this happen.  

Thank you for the great memories.  

It has been an honor and a privilege to receive 
a legal education at Lincoln Law School.

The tassel trumps the hassle.

Thank you Mom for all your love and support 
in helping me actualize my full potential.

Candace Raney

Jeremy Paul 
Rutledge

Robert Schradar

Class of 2012
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“You are not what you were born, but what 
you have it in yourself to be.”

This law school journey has amounted to 
many things wondrous and wearisome.  It 
has brought forth moments of frustration, 
uncertainty, pain, heartache, and loss, yet, at 
the same time, fashioned an overwhelming 
and all encompassing sense of purpose, 
direction, pride, and elation.  In the end, 
without the bitter, the sweet is never as sweet.

To my ever-loving, ever-giving Family:  Your 
sacrifices never went unnoticed nor was your 
support anything but a beacon of strength.  

Words fail to express the entirety of what you 
have done during these many years. I love you 
all.

Robin and Natalia:  You gave me an 
opportunity to find myself within the legal 
field, and have wanted nothing but the best 
for me during your patient teaching.  Your 
generosity continues to know no bounds.  I 
am forever grateful.  

The Class of 2012:  It has been an honor and a 
privilege to take this journey with you all.  In 
Memoriam – Andrew Erickson.

First of all I want to thank my wife Khai who 
bore the brunt of raising a 3 year old and a 1 
year old for the past 4 years. This would have 
been impossible if not for her efforts and 
support. To Elisabeth and Zachary, thank you 
for being such good kids when daddy had to 
study. To my mom, it may be 20 years late, but 
you got your wish for me to go to law school. 
Let's wait until I pass the bar before you tell 
everyone you have son who is a lawyer. To my 
family, thank you for excusing my absence 

at family gatherings. It has been a grueling 4 
years but having the love of all of you made 
this an experience I will cherish for life. Mark, 
I will definitely miss our study sessions. To 
the staff at Lincoln Law School, thank you for 
making this experience as smooth as possible. 
To my fellow graduates, Good Luck!

SBA Class Representative, 
2008-2009 & 2010-2011

SBA Secretary, 2009-2010

Allen J. Andrews Scholarship, 2010 & 2011

Robert & Joan Zarick Scholarship, 2010

Best Overall Appellate Advocate, 
Moot Court 2010

Dean's List, 2010-2011

Mom and Dad: Your sacrifices and hard work 
have allowed me to be where I am today, and 
for that I will be forever grateful. I cannot 
thank you enough for your unconditional love 
and support, and most of all, for your patience 
throughout the years. Isa and Ray: Thank you 
for your guidance, encouragement, and for 
bringing me back to reality when I needed it 

the most. To the R fam: I missed many soccer 
games and events, but thank you for your 
understanding and support these past four 
years. R kids, I hope to make it up to you soon! 
Kellan: I have had some good and bad days 
during this journey, but through it all, I could 
always count on you. We have law school to 
thank for bringing us together, and now I look 
forward to what the next chapter in our lives 
has to offer!

To the Dean and professors of Lincoln Law 
School: It has been a privilege to learn from 
a group of such talented and dedicated 
professionals. Thank you for your commitment 
to the students and our achievements. To the 
class of 2012, especially the Limelight crew, 
we did it! As stressful as law school may be, 
it's safe to say we made the journey as fun and 
entertaining as it could be. Congratulations to 
each of you and best of luck on the Bar exam!

Michael Shoff 

James Sim

Lisa Ventura

Lincoln Law School 
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I am grateful for the support, pride, confidence, 
and encouragement my family has unfailingly 
provided. To my Mother who has shown by 
example more strength and determination 
than I knew I had.  To my Father, by choice 
and fortune, for unfailing kindness and love. 
To Brian for his patience, cooperation, and for 
not letting me quit (when I really wanted to).  
To my Sister, who understands and inspires 
me.-Thank you all for seeing the best in me.   

Sheriff Scott Jones was elected Sheriff 
by the citizens of Sacramento County in 
2010.  He joined the Sheriff's Department 
in 1989, and was assigned to work at the 
brand new Main Jail. After his assignment 
at the Main Jail, Jones was assigned to the 
patrol division and worked in many service 
areas throughout Sacramento County.  In 
2000, after graduating law school, Jones 
was assigned as the Department's Legal 
Advisor, a position he held for over seven 
years.

Jones promoted to Sergeant, Lieutenant, 
and finally Captain in January 2007.  
As a manager, Jones worked various 
assignments, including: Internal Affairs 
Commander, Assistant to the Chief of 
Corrections, Commander of the Main 
Jail, and Centralized Investigations 
Commander. During his time as a 

Captain, Jones also served as Sheriff John 
McGinness’ Assistant and Legal Advisor.  

Sheriff Jones has earned a Bachelor's 
Degree in Criminal Justice from CSU 
Sacramento, and a Juris Doctor degree 
from Lincoln Law School.  He is also a 
graduate of the West Point Leadership 
Program.

Sheriff Jones sits on many community and 
law enforcement boards, including the 
Board of Directors for the California Peace 
Officers’ Association.

In addition to his duties with the Sheriff's 
Department, Sheriff Jones is also an 
adjunct professor for newly promoted 
law enforcement supervisors and 
managers throughout the state, at both 
the community college and CSU level, 

instructing in the areas of ethics, liability 
and discipline.

Sheriff Jones lives in Antelope with his 
wife, Christy, and their four children; 
Alexandria, Sarah, Christopher and 
Andrew.

Leah R. Zabel

Sheriff  Scott JonesSheriff  Scott Jones
Sacramento C ounty Sherif f ’s  Dep ar tment

Class of 2012
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Law school—no one ever 
said it would be easy.  If it 
were, everyone (or at least 
many more people) would 
do it, right?  It's supposed 
to be a challenge; it is an 

accomplishment, after all.  But who 
knew it would be so darn difficult and 
all consuming?  I certainly didn't when 
I began.  As if law school alone is not 
difficult enough, many Lincoln students, 
like myself, have the added challenge of 
juggling full time careers and/or families.  
Looking back over the last four years, it has 
not been easy, but it has been rewarding. 
Here are some of the things that I learned 
through my own journey through law 
school:

1. Do your assigned reading.
Yes, the reading can be a bit dry, to say 
the least, but there is something to be said 
about actually reading the cases.  Only by 
reading the cases can you truly see and 
appreciate the court's reasoning.  As you 
read more and more cases on a particular 
legal topic, something astonishing 
happens: your mind begins to pick up 
the subtle patterns on  the way the courts 
break down, analyze and approach certain 
issues. These patterns only emerge when 
you actually read the cases and cannot 
be duplicated by reading canned briefs 
or summaries.  They are simply too short 
and lack the detailed analysis contained 
within the cases.   Reading cases will  help 
you better understand, breakdown, and 
analyze legal issues when you encounter 
them on an exam.  So, don't cheat 
yourself.  Put the time in and actually do 
the assigned reading whenever possible.  
And yes, I realize Chemerinsky's 1,825 
page treatise on Constitutional Law is a bit 
daunting, but I assure you it is worth it!

2. Make the most of the time your 
have. 
Part of making the most of your 
time, includes paying attention and 
participating in class.  As my classmates 
can probably attest, I was not always the 
best at this and would occasionally be 
spotted surfing the internet. However, 
it simply does not make sense to have to 
teach yourself concepts later outside the 
classroom which you could have learned 
had you only paid attention in class.  So 

when you are in class or studying, give it 
your full undivided attention.  

3. Have a plan of attack and don't 
procrastinate.
The biggest  surprise to me  about law 
school is the sheer volume of information 
you are required to learn, absorb and 
memorize. If you wait until  the last minute 
to organize and begin memorizing the 
information, it is very easy to become 
overwhelmed. You simply cannot 
memorize a thousand different concepts 
in the last three days leading up to the 
exam.  So plan ahead.  Begin creating 
your outline early on in the process and 
update it  as you learn more.   I updated my 
outlines each week with the information I 
learned in class and from the assigned 
reading.  Set goals and timelines and do 
your best to stick to them. 

4. Get your sleep.
I know that my mind simply does not 
function properly when I do not get 
enough sleep.  Lack of sleep affects both 
my mood and my motivation.  Law school 
is both mentally challenging and draining, 
and you need sleep to give your brain time 
to rest and recoup.  Also, keep in mind that 
sleep plays an important role in memory, 
both before and after learning a new 
concept.  And, in case you haven't noticed, 
law school requires a lot of memorization.  
So, instead of pulling an all-nighter before 
that last exam, perhaps you would be 
better served by getting a good night's 
sleep.  You might be surprised by how 
much more you retain that way.

5. When you absolutely need a break, take 
one, but make it count.
Remember law school is a marathon, not a 
sprint.  That said, if you need a break, take 
one; just make sure it is something that will 
leave you refreshed, renewed, and ready 
to return to your studies.  When I found 
myself desperately in need of a short 
break, I would do one of three things: go 
for a walk or hike out in nature, spend time 
with my family, or go salsa dancing.  For 
me, these activities  renewed my spirit and 
helped to clear my mind, allowing me to 
return to my studies when refreshed.  Do 
whatever it is that inspires you and helps 
you clear your head.  What you should 
not do is drink yourself into a stupor so 

that you can finally stop the definitions 
from running through your head. While 
this might provide temporary relief in the 
moment, it won't leave you refreshed, 
renewed and ready to jump back into the 
game when the time comes.  

6.  Have a support system.
Four years is a long time to devote to any 
one thing.  There will be times when you 
simply want a break more than anything 
else in the world.  Find a cheerleader—
someone whose job it is to cheer you on 
when things get difficult, someone who 
will tell you quitting simply is not an 
option,and someone who will tell you that 
you can do it and will do it.  For me, my 
cheerleader was my coworker and friend.  I 
would whine to her about studying on the 
weekend or going to class in the evening.  
Her response was always the same: “You 
can do this. You will do this. You can't 
quit now.”  It meant the world to me and 
helped me to get through those difficult 
moments.  

7. Find what works for you.
Everyone is different.  What works for one 
person, may not work for another.  When 
it comes to studying and preparing for 
exams, find what works for you.  For me, I 
learned quickly that I am a lone wolf when 
it comes to studying.  I simply needed my 
alone time with my flashcards or outline.  
In study groups, I was easily distracted and 
accomplished little.  However, many of my 
classmates were the complete opposite; 
study groups worked for them.  Through 
study groups, they were able to assure 
themselves that they had not missed 
anything, bounce ideas and strategies off 
each other and could cement the material 
in their own minds.  My point is, find what 
works for you and stick with it.  

Wherever you are in your journey through 
law school, I wish you the best of luck.  
You can do this and will be better for 
it.  Don't give up, and keep up the good 
work.  When you get to the end and earn 
that Juris Doctorate, the pride you feel 
from your accomplishment will make all 
the hard work and sacrifice worthwhile.  
And remember, if you can succeed at 
something as difficult as law school, you 
can do anything! 

Surviving Law School: Step-by-Step Guide
Written by 2012 Valedictorian Cheryl Akin
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A Note from the SBA President
Dear Students, Faculty and Alumni, 

This year, as President of the 
SBA, I was entrusted with the 
task of creating a "sense of 
family" among the students, 
faculty and alumni.  I am proud 

to report that the SBA succeeded in doing 
just that.  Every SBA-sponsored event was 
sold out thanks to the enthusiastic support 
and participation of the students, alumni 
and faculty alike. 

"Back to School BBQ" - Over 250 people 
attended the BBQ held at McKinley Park, 
which is the largest turnout we have ever 
had. Guests included students, professors, 
alumni and their respective families. The 
BBQ is always the first event of the school 
year, where students and their families 
have the opportunity to meet and mingle 
with the faculty in a relaxed and casual 
atmosphere. Law school can be very time 
consuming and demanding, so we make 
it a point to host at least one event that 
allows students to bring even the littlest 
members of their families.  This year, we 

rented a jump house and a cotton candy 
machine, which were a hit with all the kids 
(and a few choice adults). We could not 
have asked for a better turnout to kick off 
the 2011-2012 school year. 

"Golf Tournament" - This event has become 
a Lincoln Law School tradition. It is one of 
the few events where students join forces 
with professors and pit themselves against 
the alumni. We had the honor of retired 
Professor Peterson (former Evidence 
professor and 2011-2012 "Professor of the 
Year") joining the students for a day on 
the course. Participants tend to really get 
into the game, and the event can even get 
a little rowdy. This year's tournament was 
held at Morgan Creek Golf Course. Once 
again, it was a gorgeous day on the course, 
lots of raffle prizes were won, and a great 
time was had by all. 

"Barristers' Ball" - This year's Barristers' 
Ball was hosted at the Hyatt in Downtown 
Sacramento, where we set another record 
for student and faculty attendance. The 
Barristers' Ball is a time for everyone to 

dress up in their best digs and enjoy a sit-
down dinner and some dancing. During 
the Ball, the Class of 2012 announced their 
choice for "Professor of the Year:" retired 
Professor Kenneth Peterson. I'd like to 
personally thank and acknowledge Tanya 
Ellis for taking the lead in organizing the 
event. 

"Students v. Alumni Basketball Game" - 
The competition was particularly heated 
this year. The students, the defending 
champions, underestimated their 
opponents. They assumed that defending 
their title this year would be a slam dunk. 
Much to their dismay, the alumni brought 
their best game yet. It was a close game, 
but in the end, the students couldn't pull it 
together against Professor Wright and his 
team. 

Thank you for the opportunity of serving 
as your SBA president. 

Sincerely, 
Juliana Garcia. 

Everything I Needed to Know I Learned From Growing A Beard
Written by Jeremy Rutledge

Recently I was having lunch 
with a dear friend of mine, 
and he inquired, “Jer-
Bear, why did you grow that 

beard?”  Naturally, I speak in jest – no one 
has ever asked me such a silly question, as 
the answer is readily apparent.  My beard 
is a necessity.  It is my inspiration, my 
dedication, and my integrity, which will 
some day make me a great lawyer.

Abraham Lincoln had a beard, and, as I 
gather every student at Lincoln Law has 
discovered, Honest Abe was quite the trial 
attorney.  Wikipedia also tells me he was 
the 16th President of the United States.  
How better, then, for me to embrace the 
law school experience?  English poet James 
Fenton said, “Imitation, if it is not forgery, 
is a fine thing. It stems from a generous 
impulse, and a realistic sense of what can 
and cannot be done.”  Sometimes it is 
best to be realistic, especially when law 
school happens.

How did I do it?  Well, to grow a proper 
beard, one must religiously tend to it.  
Even during the grind of law school, one 
must never forget to spend time looking 
at his or her beard in the mirror.  Do not 
allow it to go untamed – I quickly came 
to find that ignoring it only left me less 
inclined to study, and more inclined to 
venture into the woods. 

I have learned great lessons from my beard.  
For instance: wash, rinse, repeat – always 
repeat.  Also, a peanut butter sandwich at 
noon may leave a tasty surprise for later.  
My beard even taught me that to get 
through law school, I would have to focus 
and diligently grind it out, without letting 
the struggle get the best of me.  

Law school can break the strongest spirit.  
The juggling act of work and law school 
and family and babies and houses and 
weddings is a challenge.  Don't get me 
wrong, these challenges are often joyous 

blessings, but they are also difficult to 
manage without taking a moment every 
once in a while to stop and smell the 
roses.  The grind catches up with everyone 
eventually.

Take from this what you will.  Maybe 
my beard is a metaphor (except it really 
happened).  Maybe – just maybe – one 
man's beard-growing is another person's 
gym-going/church-choir-singing/scrap-
booking window into one’s personal 
serenity.  Abe Lincoln had a lot on his plate 
– certainly more than I – and I reckon his 
beard helped him through.

I fully understand that many are unable to 
grow a beard, but something is out there 
for everyone.  Find it and keep it close.  
Life is too short to devote every moment 
to law school, and later, to practicing law 
while you continue to juggle.  My advice?  
Indulge yourself.  Grow a beard.
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